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“Cloud 9 can 
produce long 
intense tube 
rides and 
when it turns 
on later this 
week we are 
in for a show,” 
said Hayden-
Smith.

Words and
photos by 

BARRY 
DAWSON

21st
Siargao

Surfing
Carnival
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hilippines Welcomes WSL to 21st Siargao Cloud 9 
Surfing Cup

 
General Luna, Siargao/PHILIPPINES (Friday, September 
25, 2015) - The Philippines consists of over seven 
thousand islands with a plethora of world-class surf 
breaks, but the jewel in the crown is Cloud 9. The stage 
is set for the 21st edition of the Siargao Cloud 9 Surfing 
Cup, that this year holds a QS1,500 (Qualifying Series) 
rating.

Small surf saw a lay-day called today on Day 1, but the 
local community celebrated the opening of the event 
and the arrival of surfers from 10 nations to compete 
at this prestigious event. The Mayor or General Luna, 

who’s referred to as the Godfather of surfing in the 
Philippines was proud to upgrade this event to a 
QS1,500 and offer $50,000USD prize-money.

“We’re proud to host a World Surf League events here 
at Cloud 9,” said the Honourable Mayor Rusillion. 
“The wave is famous all over the world and with
international competitors enjoying great surf the 
event is very good for the region which is largely built 
around surf tourism.”

WSL Australasia Tour Manager Will Hayden-Smith was 
eager to thank the local surfing community for sharing 
their world-class break for the week and although the 
surf was small today, expressed that there’s good waves 
on the horizon.

“Cloud 9 can produce long intense tube rides and when 
it turns on later this week we are in for a show,” said 
Hayden-Smith. “The locals here are fantastic and
really friendly and they know this break really well so 
it’s always exciting to see them match-up against the 
international competitors. The surf is small today, but 
there’s a small typhoon that will push some swell our 
way in the coming days.”

Last year’s event champion Piso Alcala (PHL) won the 
Philippines National Surfing Championships at Cloud 9 
last week and is coming into this event in red-hot form 
and will be a tough draw in any conditions.

P

Fowler
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“It’s good to surf against professional surfers from all 
over the world,” Alcala said. “The event is bigger than 
ever this year with $US50,000 prize money and the 
field is probably the best we’ve ever seen so I know I 
must surf my best to defend my title here. I’m hoping 
for great barrels.”

After the opening ceremony and right on dusk,
forerunners to what appears to be a new swell hit the 
Cloud 9 reef and surfers were warming up in perfect 
shoulder high wave and expectations competition will 
begin running today.

The Siargao Cloud 9 Surfing Cup QS1,500 (Qualifying 
Series) started just after noon as officials waiting for 
the perfect combination of swell and tide to produce 
small and perfect waves. Cloud 9 is renowned for producing 
perfect, intense tubes and today lived up to the hype.

Love Hodel (HAW) took the first heat win of the 21st 
Siargao Cloud 9 Surfing Cup by picking off a couple of 
hollow waves and threading the tube seemingly with 
ease. Hodel is the oldest competitor in the field, but he 
will be tough to beat in Cloud 9’s open tubes.

“This reminds me of some waves we have in Hawaii so 
I felt right at home,” Hodel said. “It feels funny being 
the oldest guy in the comp, so it feels good to have a 
first heat like that. I love this country, I want to bring 
my family back here next year.”

Caiden Fowler (VIC/AUS) scored a monster 9.25 (out 
of a possible 10) for a deep dredging tube in Heat 2. 
Fowler and fellow Victorian surfer Todd Roswell (VIC/
AUS) both easily advanced into the next round with 
impressive Round 1 performances.

“I didn’t think I was going to come out of that one,” 
Fowler said. “I swung late and pulled in and it ended 
up holding up and letting me out the end. Last year I 
didn’t know what I was doing out there, but it gave me 
experience that paid off out there today.”

Mitch Parkinson (QLD/AUS) used his Snapper Rocks 
tube riding experience to navigate some deep Cloud
9 tunnels. Parkinson scored a 7.75 and an 8.75 to
comfortably move into the next Round.

“It was really fun out there,” Parkinson said. “Having 
four man priority was great it just lets you relax and 
helped me to pick off two waves that were exactly what 
I was looking for. This is one of my favourite waves in 
the world, the waves are great and the place is beautiful.”

Dede Suryana (IND) took off an absolutely perfect 
wave at the start of the heat, but was swallowed by the 
barrel and only received a minor score. It took a while 

John Mark Tokong

Cloud 9

Chris Zaffis
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to get back into a rhythm but when he did he took full 
advantage an ended up finishing the heat with a 7.75 
and a 6.15 and a solid win.

“I was nervous at the start of the heat and it showed 
when I took that good wave and didn’t make the 
barrel,” Suryana said. “I then just had to put a score on 
the board and boost my confidence. It’s been a great 
year for me so far, I’m really enjoying all the events 

Piso Alcala and support from the ASC and WSL, hopefully I can 
get some more barrels and heat wins here before I go 
home.”

Lucas Chianca (BRA) was staring down a possible
elimination, sitting in third place with five minutes left 
in the heat until he caught back-to-back waves, landing 
a huge backside air-reverse on the first one and sliding 
sideways into a wide tube on the second scoring a 9.25 
and an 8.25 respectively. 

“I’ve never surfed waves like this before, it’s perfect 
here,” Chianca said. “I waited so much at the start of 
the heat, so when I landed that air I was excited but I 
knew I had to get back out there and get another wave. 
Then I caught that one and I slid sideways into the barrel. 
It feels amazing to have a finish like that.”

27 September 2015, General Luna-Philippines:  After 
moving through Rounds 2 and 3 yesterday in good 2-4 
foot barreling Cloud 9 conditions, it’s now down to the final 
8 competitors who will battle it out for the $8,000 first 
place paycheck of the $50,000 USD prize purse available 
in the WSL-ASC sanctioned QS1500 Siargao International 
Surfing Cup on Siargao Island in the Philippines.

Quarterfinal 1 = Garut Widiarta (INA) vs Lucas Chianca 
(BRA)
Quarterfinal 2 = Piso Alcala (PHL) vs Elliot Paerata-
Reid (NZL)
Quarterfinal 3 = John Mark Tokong (PHL) vs Kaimana 
Jaquias (HAW)
Quarterfinal 4 = Pete Paul Alipayo (PHL) vs Teale Vanner 
(AUS)

Day 1
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FROM THE DESK
As 2015 draws to a close, we have seen so many great achievements 
in watersports in the Philippines along with a few tragedies. With 
the passing of Donna Penman on April 26th to the abduction 
from the Marina in Samal Island and of course the missing Europa 
Yacht with 5 experienced sailors on board, all of which were well 
respected and loved in the sailing community of the Philippines. 
Our heartfelt condolences go out to all the loved ones left behind 
from these tragic events.

On a brighter note the growing enthusiasm for watersports in 
the Philippines is a welcoming sight and Active Boating and 
Water-sports is very proud to have been a major contributor in 
this growing enthusiasm. With more events being held like the 3 
island challenge in Romblon now in its 3rd year and getting bigger 
and better, and is now one of the events not to be missed on your 
sailing calendar, along with the more established events like the 
All Souls Regatta, and the Balai Isabel Round the Taal increasing in 
popularity each year.

Since our first edition in September 2010, we have had the pleasure 
also of bring you some of the top destinations in the Philippines 
and 2015 was no exception, with destinations like San Juan 
Batangas and of course Busuanga aptly referred to as the pearl of 
the Philippines.

In this edition we again bring you another top destination, Davao 
and Samal Island, this idyllic place is a haven for the tourist with 
so much to see and do, you will want to return again and again.
Davao is noted as one of the cleanest cities in the Philippines 
and is also the 4th safest city in the world, and anyone wanting 
to enjoy this beautiful part of the Philippines should not let the 
isolated incident on Samal Island deter them from enjoying this 
magnificent mecca.

Active Boating and Watersports wish all our advertisers and readers 
all the best for the coming festive season and look forward to a 
bigger, brighter and excitement filled year of watersports in 2016.
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Highlights of the day were Garut Widiarta from Bali 
dropping into a bomb in Round 3, completely submerging 
his board while dropping in, then stalling and getting 
deeply pitted on the biggest set wave of the heat to 
earn a 9.25 out of a possible 10 from the judges. He 
backed that score up with another beauty for an 8.25 
and a total heat score of 17.50 out of a possible 20.

John Mark “Marama” Tokong had the crowd on the 
tower cheering widely as he first posted a 9.65 and 
then a perfect 10 score for a thick and very deep barrel, 
so deep that everybody was absolutely amazed when 
he magically popped out the end.

The quarterfinalists have been told to be on standby at 
the tower ready for a 1:00 pm start, and waves permitting 
this afternoon will see a winner at this the Philippines 
most prestigious surfing event boasting the most prize 
money every offered at a surfing event!

The 21st annual Siargao International Surfing Cup is 
presented by the Siargao Bleu Resort & Spa, with support 
from the Philippines House of Representatives, the 
Philippines Department of Tourism, the Province of 
Surigao Del Norte and the Municipality of General 
Luna, with sponsors Skullcandy, Kudo Surf, Reef Beach 
Houses, the Sagana Resort, Off Shore, and Stoked 
Inc, and media partners Interaksyon and My Life On 
Board.  Sanctioned by the World Surfing League and 
the Asian Surfing Championships.

John Mark Tokong Wins WSL-ASC QS 1500 
Siargao International Surfing Cup at Cloud 9

28 September 2015, General Luna-Philippines:  18 year 
old Siargao local John Mark “Marama” Tokong won the 
21st annual Siargao International Surfing Cup at Cloud 
9 yesterday against last year’s and perpetual Cloud 9 
champion Piso Alcala, to bring home his biggest paycheck 
of $8,000 USD in this milestone WSL-ASC sanctioned 
QS 1,500 event that boasted the biggest prize purse in 
Philippine surfing history of $50,000 USD. Alcala takes a 
tidy $4,000 home for his runner up finish.

Tokong will celebrate his 19th birthday tomorrow, and 
what a present to win his first major contest at his 
home break.  Congratulations Marama!

The 21st annual Siargao International Surfing Cup is 
presented by the Siargao Bleu Resort & Spa, with 
support from the Philippines House of Representatives, 
the Philippines Department of Tourism, the Province 
of Surigao Del Norte and the Municipality of General 
Luna, with sponsors Skullcandy, Kudo Surf, Reef Beach 
Houses, the Sagana Resort, Off Shore, and Stoked 
Inc, and media partners Interaksyon and My Life On 
Board. Sanctioned by the World Surfing League and 
the Asian Surfing Championships. 

John Mark 
Tokong beer 

shower

Mayor Rusillion and 
surfing participants

John Mark 
Tokong
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“We were ex-
pecting a tough 
competition, 
as Lifesaving 
Sports are 
becoming more 
popular and 
there are more 
events being 
run.

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON 
Photographs 

as credited

4th Cebu 
Lifeguard 

Rescue 
Challenge
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ambales shone again in the fourth Cebu Life-
guard Rescue Challenge, held this year at 

the White Sands Resort and Spa, Maribago. Lapulapu, 
Cebu. The annual  lifesaving sports event run by the 
Cebu Chapter of the Philippine Red Cross, (PRC), was 
headed by Mr. Santiago (Jong) A. Sinsuan III, Safety 
Services Training Officer and event coordinator.

Numbers were down a little this year because major 
Visayan contenders such as the Philippine Red Cross 
teams from Boracay and Naga were unable to make the 
trip to Cebu. Even though the numbers were less than 
the event organizers had hoped, the quality within the 
seven competing teams was by no means diminished.
 
The Cebu area was represented by five teams, with each 
team consisting of three team members. The two teams 
from Zambales in Central Luzon, however, adopted a 
different strategy for the challenge: sending one two 
man team to Cebu; with the other team consisting of 
two of their most promising Junior Girl lifeguards. This 
was done to promote Zambales’ increasingly effective 
and successful program of Junior Lifesaving, designed 
for boys and girls aged between 8 and 15. Having
the girls compete against older men was perhaps a

bit daunting but it didn’t appear to faze the young
mermaids who performed magnificently. 

Active Boating and Watersports magazine asked Roger 
Bound, President of Zambales Lifesaving Inc., if having 
a two man team was a big disadvantage in this event. 
He told us that, “Having a three man team is a slight 
advantage, as you can rotate between the members, 
thus you can have a really good runner, a really good 
swimmer and a good rescue board operator, plus of 
course you have your own “victim” who knows how the 
team members work, versus having a “victim” supplied 
by the organizer.”

The Teams

The teams competing in this event were: 
Plantation Bay Resort and Spa represented by Argy E. 
Bermejo; 

Maribago Blue Water Beach Resort team of Niño Jay 
Dagatan, Jayson Carcut and Roger Estellore; 

Surf Lifesaver Club Minglanilla with Jake Tapdasan, 
Raymund Ababan and Melvin; 

Z
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Jpark Island Resort and Waterpark team of Daniel 
Catada Jaypee Campana and Joey Camenade; 

Villa Teresita Resort with Romeben Cutanda, Jieven 
Jose Arong and Clyde Hervas. 

Representing Zambales were the Junior Girls team 
of Sylvern Bound and Lovely Floresca, and the men’s 
team of Reymark Lemque and Mark Anthony Jereza.

The Program

All in all there were seven events held over the course 
of the competition. Two individual events consisting 
of the Beach Flags race where the contestants started 
from a prone position to race 100 meters to flags planted 
in the sand: each race had one less flag than contestants 
thus eliminating one runner at the end of each race until 
a winner emerged. The other individual event was the 
Lifeguard Challenge. The five team events consisted 
of Run-Swim-Run Medley Relay, Rescue Tube and 
Transfer Relay, Rescue and Resuscitation Relay, Rescue 
Board and Transfer Relay and the Lifeguard Challenge Relay. 

All team events were run in heats of two or three with 
the fasted times used to declare the positions, less 
points deductions if errors, such as wrong direction, 
bad handling of victim etc. should occur and the 
overall places awarded on the overall points earned in 
each event.

Judging was done by a three man panel consisting of 
Philippine Coast Guard members Lt. Ferdinand, Petty 

Officer Erwin Dela Cruz and Alfonsito Balo head of
National Safety Services PRC National Headquarters.

Good weather conditions, that were slightly overcast, 
helped keep the temperature at a pleasant 30 for 
most of the day and with calm water conditions, 
ensured the smooth running of all the day’s events. 
With the majority of events being completed by the 
lunch break, the nutritious and mouthwatering
luncheon arranged by the Philippine Red Cross and
catered by the White Sands Resort, was enjoyed by all. 
The break gave competitors a well earned break before 
the final event, the Beach Flags race, which was run as 
a direct seven man elimination race resulting in some 
spectacular heats.

The Results

After some vigorous competition by all teams the final 
results were: 
•  Overall Champions with 95 points was the Zambales  
 Lifesaving Inc. Senior Mens team. 
•  In second place with 90 points was the team from   
 Villa Teresita Resort, 
•  On 80 points Jpark Island Resort and Waterpark
  secured the third spot. 

Other placings were: 
Surf Life Saver Club Minglanilla was fourth, 
Plantation Bay Resort and Spa was fifth, 
Zambales Lifesaving Inc. Junior Girls placed sixth, 
While in seventh place was the team from Maribago 
Bluewater Beach Resort.

An Interview with Zambales’ Roger Bound
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Superspeed is Donaghys' new and improved Spectraspeed, designed to provide the optimum perfor-
mance for the competitive sailor. Manufactured to minimise stretch.
Minimal stretch easy splice 12 plait UHMwPE core
2mm-5mm 8 plait cover provides improved holding in cleats
Super hard wearing HT Polyester jacket in smooth plait construction from 6mm+
Core treated with Donaghys Bindacoat to minimise slippage
High strength with minimal stretch and weight

APPLICATIONS

RANGE
2mm - 12mm
100m reels
Available in Hotdog (2mm-5mm), Solid colour (Blue, Green, Red, 
Fluro Yellow) with Black fleck or Mottled
Bulk rigger reels or cartons and larger diameters up to 40mm avail-
able on request
Custom colour options including Dark Grey, Beige or Orange avail-
able on request

BREAKLOAD TABLE

DONAGHYS COMPLETE RANGE IS 
AVAILABLE AT

SUBIC - MANILA - CEBU 
BORACAY -SAMAL ISLAND
WWW.BROADWATERMARINE.COM

Halyards
Sheets
Guys
Control Lines
Out/downhauls
Runner tails
VVang
Reefing and furling systems

SUPERSPEED

Donaghys founded in 1876 in Dunedin, New Zealand, by John Donaghy.  
A determined and hard working man whose vision left the legacy that is 
today a name synonymous with rope, cordage. The company was built on a 
work ethic that continues today, and is now the most trusted and sought 
after marine cordage worldwide

NNow a reputable and integral part of the marine community, Donaghys is a 
‘can do’ company dedicated to growth opportunities, research and 
development and keeping pace with the ever changing requirements of 
progressive industries.  As such, Donaghys has evolved into a leading supplier 
of performance products with a wider brief and an international attitude.
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After the event we caught up with a very happy and 
excited Mr. Roger Bound. President of the Zambales 
Lifesaving Inc. who is also the program director of the 
Zambales Lifesaving program, and was Team manager 
for this event. Roger commented that: 

“We were expecting a tough competition, as Lifesaving 
Sports are becoming more popular and there are more 
events being run. In the past two years we have
competed in this Cebu event, we managed to place 
first in at least three or four of the events, basically
assuring us overall victory, but this year the competition 
was of a very high standard, with our team only finishing 
first in one of the events, however their consistent high 
placing, seconds and a third, in all of the other events 
earned them the title of overall champions for the third 
consecutive year.When you compare the first three 
points of last year, 115, 85 and 75 you can see just how 
competitive these lifesaving events are becoming.”

When we questioned Mr. Bound about his decision to 
have two man teams instead of a three man team his 
response was: 

“With the funding we had available through our major 
supporter, the Standard Insurance Co Inc. plus some 
additional funds supplied by the Provincial Government 
of Zambales through Govenor Jun Ebdane and our 

Congresswoman, Ms, Cheryl Deloso Montalla, we had 
the choice to bring a three man team, but decided that 
it would be better to bring a two man team and also 
two of our girls from the Junior ranks, to help promote 
Junior Lifesaving and show that these youngsters can 
also compete at a high level, thus encouraging other 
younger children to become interested in lifesaving and 
lifesaving sports. In addition to that, I was confident that 
our two competitors, who were not only selected on 
their sporting ability, but also on their merits of duty 
and assistance to the program, had the required skills 
in all aspects of lifesaving sports to put up a strong 
defence of the title.”

We then asked Roger about the 2015 Zambales Lifeguard 
Challenge.

“During the fourth Zambales Lifeguard Challenge which 
was held in March, and sponsored by the Standard 
Insurance Co. Inc., we attracted entries from fourteen 
senior teams, including Boracay and Cebu, plus we 
were able to run a Junior Division which saw four teams 
entered, including one from Brent International School in 
Subic, who have students in our Junior program.”

Will you be running the Zambales Lifeguard Challenge 
competition again next year? 
“Yes we are already in the preparation stages for the 
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Standard Insurance, fifth Zambales Lifeguard Challenge, 
the tentative dates are Saturday March 19 and Sunday 
March 20, we will still be running a two day event but 
will run the beach events on the Saturday from 8:00am 
to 5:00pm and the swimming pool events on the Sunday 
morning so it is more convenient for people to return 
to their areas by Monday. We also anticipate that 2016 
will see this become an International event with teams 
from overseas as well as only the Philippines. Inquires 
can be lodged via our Email: slszambales@gmail.com 
or via our website www.zambaleslifesaving.org.”
 
“To make it easier for people to attend next year’s Challenge, 
participating Members of the Zambales Resort Owners 
Association Inc. will be giving visiting teams 50% discount
on accommodation and will also provide special 2 
night, 3 day packages for spectators.”

“In closing I would like to thank the following for their 
support, the Standard Insurance Co. Inc. Broadwater
Marine, the Provincial Government of Zambales 
through the office of the Honorable Govenor Jun 
Ebdane, Honorable Congresswoman Cheryl Deloso-
Montalla, the Philippine Coast Guard, Surf Life Saving 
Australia, the Cudgen Heads and Cabarita Surf Lifesaving 
Clubs in Australia and to Air Asia Philippines who always 
assist us with reservations and give us great service and 
of course Active Boating and Watersports magazine for 
your coverage of lifesaving sports and activities.”

Keep abreast of what is happening on the waters in 
and around the Philippines with the Active Boating and 
Watersports magazine Calendar of Events. 
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One of the year’s most popular regattas, the Royal 
Cargo All Souls Regatta, was held at the Puerto 

Galera Yacht Club at the end of October. The All Souls 
Regatta is also the largest yachting event in the Philippines. 
It’s held from October 30 to November 1 annually to coincide
with All Souls Day which, because of the non-working holiday, 
usually results in a three-day weekend. The regatta also 
marks the unofficial launch of the tourist season in Puerto 
Galera. A further benefit of holding the regatta at the end 
of October is the Halloween party hosted by the yacht club 
on the Saturday evening when grown men and women relive 
their childhood in an atmosphere of fun, frivolity and good 
natured banter after an exciting day of racing. 

Yachts competing in the All Souls Regatta are divided into 
classes depending on the number of boats of a specific 
type entered in the event. For keelboats this means that 
there are classes for IRC, Racing Cruising and Cruising, 
while the multihulls compete in either the Cruising Multihull 
or One Design/Beach Catamaran class. International racing 
teams compete alongside novice crews and visiting cruising 
yachts. Everyone is encouraged to enter into the spirit of 
sailing and to share their yachts with as many visitors who 
front up for the Skipper’s Briefing.

 The Royal Cargo All Souls Regatta is organized under the 
Racing Rules of Sailing using the Puerto Galera Yardstick 
(PGY) handicap system, which rates actual performance 
above the sometimes arcane theoretical dimensional 
criteria which is more commonly used in yachting. This
regatta is based on the ‘pursuit race format’, which means 
that each yacht has a different starting time based upon 
its PGY handicap. If the handicapper got his sums right, 
and each boat performs well, the boats should cross the 
finish line together. Such an outcome is unlikely, however, 
although bow to bow competition is often evident within 

the last half mile to traditional finish of Haligi Beach. 
Skippers and crews know who won each race so there is no 
waiting for the results before the party starts. The (usually) 
free kegs of beer are opened and everyone is encouraged 
to return to the clubhouse to rib the suitably thick-skinned 
handicapper for their variable performance on the day.

This event gets bigger and better every year and 2015 
saw more sponsors becoming involved, such as Tanduay 
Rum and Colt 45 Beer, plus the mainstay sponsors like 
Broadwater Marine and Royal Cargo who unfailingly support
this regatta every year. The atmosphere throughout the 
three days was excellent: exciting races on the water 
with a unique race course, constant winds and a perfect 
job done by the Race Committee. 

Words &
photographs

by BARRY 
DAWSON

An unfortunate 
accident with 
a winch on 
Sorcerer left 
skipper Austen 
Chamberlain 
with a badly 
damaged hand 
and a broken 
arm, retiring 
the yacht from 
the race.
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Puerto Galera Yacht Club strives to increase the number 
of boats competing in the regatta and would have come 
close to a record this year, but for the absence of two 
well-known and popular figures in the sailing community. 
Mr Robin Wyatt (Double Trouble) and Mr. Harry Taylor 
(Irresistible) regrettably were lost at sea in a tragic
accident on their way back from Hong Kong. After a 
distress call in early October, rescue helicopters were 
immediately dispatched to the area but unfortunately 
no sighting of the boat was made. Robin and Harry will 
both be sorely missed and our prayers, thoughts and 
condolences go out to their families and loved ones.

The weekend started well with ideal weather and 26 boats 
across three divisions competing for honors; the winds 

were constant and favorable and the yachts got away to a 
good start on the Friday. 

Competing this year in the PYC Class were Aragorn skippered 
by Gundolf Ahrens, Xiao Long – Paul Leggatt, Guinivere II – 
Peter Stevens, Karis – Colin Maclean, Columbus – Ron
Fitzpatrick, Free Wheeler — David Wheeler, Saltania -
Anthony Zurawics, Princes Arieta – Dale Godkin, Amihan – 
Brian Richardson, Slalom Glade — Goran Rudelis, Dai Mouse – 
Peter Salmon and Anthea with Gary Pone at the helm. 

In  the Multi Hull Division the six competing yachts this 
year were, Zenity – Ricky White, Kerida – Gary Kingshott, 
MYG 2 – Vincent Ruais, Bella Hu – Hu Che, Siraya – 
Kareem Magill and Tiamat with skipper Jeff Williams. 
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In the Racing Class Division we saw the speedy Cocobolo 
skippered by Ton Van Hierden, China Rose – Chris Pooley, 
Emocean – Michael Raeuber, Rags — Alan Burrell, Magic 
Lady – Keitaru Kurihara, Sorcerer — Austen Chamberlain, 
Sandoway – Matt McClellan and Karakoa with ever
popular Joe Hagedorn. Sandoway this year was raced with 
an all Australian crew. An unfortunate accident with a 
winch on Sorcerer left skipper Austen Chamberlain with a 
badly damaged hand and a broken arm, retiring the yacht 
from the race. The organizers and his fellow sailors all wish 
Austen a speedy recovery. 

A day of fierce competition saw Aragorn take out First 
place in the PYC class, with Anthea in Second and 
Amihan securing Third spot. In the Multi Hull Division Gary 
Kingshott on Kerida took Line Honors while Siraya came 
in Second and MYG 2 placed Third. In the Racing Class, 
Emocean outshone the rest of the fleet closely contested 
by Sandoway in Second while China Rose came in Third.
Saturday was again off to a flying start with Guinivere II 
being crewed by the young trainee sailors from the yacht 
club’s Junior Sail training program doing themselves and 
the yacht club proud.

Australian crew from 
the Sandoway

Above: Gary 
Kingshoot and the 
crew of Kerida are 
all smiles

Co Organized by: 
Official TV Partner:

Organized by: Media Partners:
HEADSAIL, INC.
Philippine Watersports Hub
9641 Kamagong St., San Antonio VIllage, Makati City 1203, Philippines

With the invaluable assistance of the Puerto Galera Coast 
Guard, Terry Duckham Regatta Photographer, and Active 
Boating and Watersports were on the scene to record the 
event. The day’s events were well contested with some 
quick times recorded. 
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Co Organized by: 
Official TV Partner:

Organized by: Media Partners:
HEADSAIL, INC.
Philippine Watersports Hub
9641 Kamagong St., San Antonio VIllage, Makati City 1203, Philippines
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At the end of the day’s racing everyone began preparing 
for the Halloween party and the presentation to the 
winners. Most of the ladies spent the afternoon at hotels 
like Elizabeth’s Hideaway at the Sandbar diligently putting 
on makeup to complement their frocks and outfits, not 
forgetting to dab a bit of makeup on their partner. With 
the ladies looking suitably ravishing and the men a bit 
non-plussed at all the fuss, everyone was ready for a night 
of fun and festivity.

The evening got underway at 6:00pm with the presentation
of trophies to the winners of the day: Slalom Glade took 
the Honors in the PYC Class, with Guinivere II coming 
Second and Third place secured by Princess Arieta. In the 
Multi Hull Division we had the same three as the first day 
but in a different order with MYG 2 coming in First, Kerida 
Second and Siraya holding Third place. In the Racing Class 
the speedy Cocobolo secured First place with Emocean 
Second and China Rose Third. 

After the awards it was down to partying with a mouth-
watering buffet menu, free flowing beer and fun galore 
where the girls’ make up skills were well and truly show-
cased. As the passing hours drew on into the late night, 
participants retired to their hotels happy and looking forward 
to the final day of racing in yet another memorable
regatta.

The Sunday again saw good winds prevail, along with 
some heavy rains which failed to dampen the competitive 
spirit of the sailors. By now each boat and crew had formed 
a greater understanding of the course and the waters off 
Puerto Galera and knew the best approach to the various 
marks. The final race ended shortly after 2:00pm, in time 
for a late luncheon at the yacht club and the presentation 
to the day’s winners. The winners of the Sunday races were 

PGYC Halloween party revellers
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announced first and then presentations were made to the 
overall winners of the regatta. 

The winners of the day in the PYC Class were Slalom Glade 
in First place for the second day in a row with Free Wheeler 
Second and Princess Arieta again claiming Third spot. In 
the Multi Hulls it was again the same three but this time 
in a different order with Siraya being First on the final day 
MYG 2 coming in Second and Kerida Third, giving all three 
a first, a second and a third over the three days. In the racing 
class Karakoa came First with a convincing win over
Emocean in Second and Sandoway in Third place. 

Trophies were presented to the overall winners with
Emocean taking the top spot and declared Overall
Champion, while Slalom Glade secured Second and Siraya 
took out Third place. In addition to the usual trophies, this 
year sponsor Broadwater Marine also presented the three 
winners with an engraved Ronstan Marine watch.

After an excellent weekend of sailing, camaraderie and a 
splendid Halloween party, crews, spectators and officials 
began their sometimes lengthy journey home looking
forward to a bigger and better Royal Cargo All Souls
Regatta in 2016.

Keep up to date with what’s happening in Puerto Galera 
at www.pgyc.org and on the Events Calendar of Active 
Boating and Watersports.  
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MULLET-The Philippine’s 
Most Expensive Fish MULLET-The Philippine’s 
Most Expensive Fish 

There are a number of factors that contribute to the 
high price of Ludong apart from its perceived special 
taste and unique aroma and maybe one of those is 
the fact that Ludong was the favorite dish of the late 
President Ferdinand Marcos. Being essentially plant 
feeders, they are particularly hard to catch outside of 
illegal methods and there is a strict Ludong fishing 
season in the Philippines which add to their rarity on 
the dinner table and price. Fishing for Ludong during 
their spawning migration season from October to 
January each year is illegal here. 

hile the mullet is not considered highly as 
table fare by many in most parts of the 

world and those caught in estuaries are more often 
than not used for bait, particularly in crab traps, here in 
the Philippines is a different matter altogether .

In fact, at four to five thousand pesos a kilo, the Lobed 
River Mullet (locally known as Ludong) or Presidents Fish 
is by far the most expensive fish in the Philippines and a 
favorite delicacy of Filipino and Chinese businessmen 
in high class restaurants throughout the country. 

Fishing for 
Ludong 
during their 
spawning 
migration 
season from 
October to 
January 
each year is 
illegal here. 

W 

Words by 
JAMES 

WEBSTER
Photographs 

as credited
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MULLET-The Philippine’s 
Most Expensive Fish MULLET-The Philippine’s 
Most Expensive Fish 

If you are partial to trying this apparent special tasting 
fare without the exorbitant prices of restaurants and 
fish markets, it is quite achievable with the correct and 
simple methods without using the illegal approaches of 
set nets and jagging.

While the Ludong can be found in most estuaries 
around the country, they are present in great numbers 
in the Cagayan River and river systems of Ilocos Sur and 
Abra, so for that weekend of successful Ludong fishing 

head for these areas. There is a belief here that they are 
too hard to catch on hook and line, so,fly fishing has 
been the most successful method of catching them in 
the Philippines other than illegal methods.

No matter what your motive in targeting mullet, one 
undeniable fact is they are a fun fish to hook on rod 
and reel and can give quite a fight, so, if this is your 
preferred method it is certainly not impossible, in fact, 
quite easy with the correct approach. A light spinning 

Flathead mullet fish
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rig is needed with a very small hook and a small float 
about 8 cm from hook. Just a piece of polystyrene will 
suffice as well as anything.

The most important ingredient, and without it your success
will be minimal at best, is burley. You must burley 
with small pieces of bread over a small area to get the 
Ludong interested. Being an inquisitive species of fish, 
they will merely investigate to begin with, sometimes 
for quite a while, until they decide there is no danger. 
When you see them beginning to feed on top of the 
water or just below is the time to cast your line with a 
piece of dough or bread on your hook into their feeding 
midst. All you need to decide then is whether you just 
enjoy the fun of your catch and throw it back or take it 
home and try its flavor.

This has worked with great effect for me in Australia 
with the end result being many a fine mud crab and 
blue swimmer, and to the delight of some friends who 
enjoyed mullet on the table as much as the crabs did. 
A mullet is a mullet, whether it be in Australia, The Red 
Sea or the Philippines, so this method of catching them 
will also be effective here. Once you have your catch 
then it is time to cook and enjoy without the expensive 
prices tag from the markets and restaurants. 

Fringelip mullet
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Now right across 
the Asia Pacific, 
DRT Shows are
being met 
with an 
overwhelming 
response and 
enthusiasm, 
and are now 
considered 
highly important 
regional events 
in promoting 
trading and 
export business.

The Dive Resort Travel (DRT) Show, the largest
international diving and resort expo in Asia

Pacific, has finally reached the Philippine shores after 
making waves in Shanghai, Hong Kong, Beijing, and 
Okinawa over the past years.

The DRT Show is now considered to be the biggest 
and best gathering for diving enthusiasts, marine
conservationists, dive tour providers and anyone with 
a passion for the brilliance of an underwater experience. 
The DRT Show has been met with an overwhelming 
response by service providers and divers alike as an 
important regional event with the Philippine Department 
of Tourism, the LX Development Group, a premier
exhibitions organizer from Shanghai holding the first 
Philippine show at the SM Megatrade Mall Madaluyong 
on September 11th to 13th.

The DRT Show Philippines was a ‘must visit’ diving
destination event as it featured all the top-level

Words by 
BARRY

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited
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The 2015 
International 

Dive Show
exhibitors such as leading dive equipment manufacturers, 
water sport equipment manufacturers, dive resorts, 
national tourism organizations (NTOs), as well as 
marine conservation and diving organizations, providing 
the latest information, happenings with diving in the 
Philippines. The expo also included travel trade activities
such as a by-invitation-only business-to-business 
meetings between foreign buyers and sellers.

The DRT Show promoted to the full extent trading
and export business, and has proved to be the most
important event in the Philippines for diving equipment 
and diving destination events in Asia Pacific, with all 
the top-level exhibitors and leading dive equipment 
manufacturers, water sport equipment manufacturers, 
dive resorts, tourism boards, marine conservation and 
diving organizations.  The DRT Show’s arrival to the 
country was a much anticipated expo, and it did not 
disappoint, as it brought together diving enthusiasts, 
marine conservationists, dive industry stakeholders,
international dive media as well as national tourism
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organization NTOs; which can only help to heighten 
global awareness about the Philippines as one of Asia’s 
best diving destinations.

Now right across the Asia Pacific, DRT Shows are being 
met with an overwhelming response and enthusiasm, 
and are now considered highly important regional 
events in promoting trading and export business. Each 
year, LX Development Group organizes 4 diving and 
resort exhibitions, generating a total of 600 exhibitors 
from 48 countries, and more than 50,000 registered 
visitors from 56 countries. This can only boost the diving 
industry in the Philippines, considered to be one of the 
world’s diving mecas.

If you missed the chance to take part in this pioneering 
dive and resort travel event in the Philippines, be sure 
to be part of the 2016 DRT Show.

The DRT Show is the only professional dive exhibition 
in the Asian region supported the by General Administration 
of Sport of China (HR Resources Development Center),
China Council for the Promotion of International Trade, 
Guangdong Vocational Institute of Sport, Hong Kong 
Trade Development Council (HKTDC), Philippine
Department of Tourism (PDOT), Tourism Promotions 
Board Philippines (TPBP), Tourism Infrastructure and 
Enterprise Zone Authority (TIEZA), Okinawa Prefecture 
Government, Okinawa Convention & Visitor Bureau 
(OCVB), Japan Recreational Diving Association (JRDA), 
Japan Wetsuits Manufacturers Association (JWMA), 
and Japan Scuba Association (JSA).

For more information, please check out the website –
http://www.divingandresorttravelexpo.com/ or direct 
queries to Wen Sorioso of DOT Dive-MDG at 459-
5200, loc. 520 or e-mail at phdiveteam@gmail.com. 
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The minority 
of fishermen 
have become 
fishing 
terrorists
and are 
bombing the 
coral carpet 
for their short 
term gain.

Words by 
BRUCE 

CURRAN
Photos as 
Credited

Sea
TALES

Fishing Terrorists and 
the Coral Carpet 
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ature has mixed a blend of plenty in this archipelago. 
Wild life in the Philippines is often endemic on 

the larger islands with unique birds being the most visible, 
although these are not easily seen. In the north east of Luzon, 
there is one of the ten best preserved lowland forests on 
earth. There are vast stretches of mountainous land, which 
are almost inaccessible to the trappings of the modern 
world. The World Wildlife Organization has designated 
200 special eco-systems on our earth, and three of these 
are in the Philippines. All in all a veritable pot potpourri of 
natural wonder. But in the count of things, nothing quite 
compares to the diversity and complexity of the sea life in 
Philippine waters. 

The gigantic humpback whales use the deep and fast 
flowing waters around the Batanes islands (northern tip 
of the country) as playgrounds. At least eleven species 
of whales have been sighted in these waters, with both 
baleen and toothed whales in evidence. Six types of 
dolphins and one species of porpoise have been counted, 
with the playful Spinner dolphin being the most
entertaining to watch, as they excel with airborne antics.

 
Herman Melville in his famous book Moby Dick talks 
about Captain Ahab searching for the white whale in 
Philippine waters. It was only in the recent past of the 
last millennium that whaler from the Bohol area (Southern 
Visayas) used to leap on to the back of whales with 
large metal hooks and plunge them deep into the hard 
leathery hides, and claim the nutritious meat for the 
community table. Even today, there are one or two old 
men with twisted limbs that bear testament to their 
whaling sorties of yesteryear, to times when the whale 
took the upper hand and flicked men from their backs 
as they made good their escape.
 
In Palawan there is archeological evidence that shows 
where whole communities depended on the dugongs 
for their livelihood. These sea cows were their main 
diet in the far off years when these mammals lived 
in large herds and large numbers. Even recently on the 
east Luzon coast, a dugong was found being grazed 
like a cow on the end of a soft rope bound carefully 
around its tale flukes and tethered to a stake. In spiritual 
folk law with some southern islanders, the soul of the 

N

w
w

w
.p

hy
s.

or
g

p28-41 Boating & Watersports December2015.indd   37 12/6/2015   6:05:56 PM



38

dead was transported by dugongs to the next world far 
away in the deep blue sea, and gravestones were often 
built with an effigy of the dugong. 

Today, divers will be able to see dugong grazing around 
the Calamian Islands off northern Palawan. Palawan 
province is the heartland of natural diversity, and claims 
one quarter of all islands in the Philippines. 

In the pristine waters of the Sulu Sea and around the
islands surrounding Palawan, oysters thrive, which need 
to filter some 40 liters of purest seawater through
their systems daily. At least six major pearl farms
operate around here, with five of them Japanese- and 
one French-owned. The French-based ‘Jewelmer’ is a 
trade name synonymous with diversely shaped natural 
pearls of subtle complex colors. Quite unlike the
cultured pearls preferred by the Japanese operators 
who choose to farm mainly by cloning for sameness. 
‘The Pearl Road’ is a book worth checking, with
the magic of many photos to weave a tale of Chinese
shipwreck in pearling waters. 

The splendor of the whale sharks can be viewed
by snorkeling off the coast off Donsol town in the
Sorsogon area of south west Luzon. This is seasonal. 
The whale sharks appear with the northeast monsoon 
winds from October to May, which sweep in with the 
plankton from out of the vastness of the Pacific Ocean. 
Whale watching is popular around Bohol and in the 
Tanon Strait between Cebu and Negros. Around Panay, 
from the deck of a ferry, you will often see pilot whales 
close to groups of dolphins. 

Off the East coast of Luzon, from inside a small plane, 
observers have counted pods of pilot whales with
as many as 200 individuals in a single pod. Sailing
through the Balabac Islands, I have seen whale mother 
and calf on a number of occasions, and off Busuanga 
Island, a single whale, identified by an eight year 
old on board our sailing boat as a Minke Whale, 
using Lory Tan’s book on Philippine Whales and 
Dolphins. Mr. Tan says that a lot of new light has come 
to bear on these mammals in Philippine Waters, and 
the next version of his book will be quite different, with 
a lot more observations and many more accuracies. 

Talking about books, there is a recent publication of 
Philippine Birds and a new book on Philippine Fishes. 
These are incredibly detailed and beautifully illustrated 
works of major proportions. There are some 2,700 
commercial fish species in these waters, and the most 
classic photos are of the tuna fishermen in Mindanao 

Pilot whales

Tuna fisherman 
taking his catch to 
market

Palawan oysters
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Dynamite fishing in 
the Philippines

Coral carpet

carrying these enormous fish over their shoulders from 
boat to market. The main tuna runs are down the east 
coastline of Mindanao, Leyte, Samar and Luzon. 

Eighty percent of the fisher folk are from the Visayas, 
the group of islands in the middle of the archipelago. 
Thousands of bancas are out at night, sometimes far 
from land, towed there by mother ships. Most are mo-
torized and all of them lie there at night in a show of 
bright lights, like a thousand candles prancing over 
the waters. Often they are unlit, and fish patiently in 
the darkness of the night, or below the carpet of stars 
which we often forget about when going about our 
humdrum urban living routines. Some of these fisher 
folk are migratory, and spend fishing seasons in differ-
ent parts of the country. 

Jewel in the Crown
 
Then there is the carpet of coral throughout these islands, 
lying in resplendent colors just below the sea surface. 

In the Caribbean there are a total of 50 coral species, 
but in these teeming, vibrant and complex waters there 
are 490 species. 

This is the jewel in the crown of Philippine biodiversity. 
Coral is the nursery of life, and umpteen fish and many 
other forms of sea life live, breed and thrive in the living 
coral reefs. Together with the mangrove forests around 
the coastlines of these islands, the coral carpet is the 
heart and soul of the living water environment. 

Sailing out of Subic Bay, it is possible to anchor on sand 
between coral reefs, and the scenery above the water 
is spectacular. A light breeze cools the air and a swim 
around the boat is a pleasing experience in an idyllic 
setting. Then all of a sudden, there is a loud muffled 
sound and a shockwave reverberates through the 
peaceful turquoise waters.

About half a mile along the coast over the coral reef is 
a small banca throwing Molotov cocktails as dynamite 
into the once pristine waters. The coral is killed together 

with a few fish. The dynamite will be here tomorrow, 
but the coral will have gone.

The minority of fishermen have become fishing terrorists
and are bombing the coral carpet for their short term 
gain. But in the long run, the fishing terrorists are 
shooting themselves in the foot and cutting their own 
nose to spite their face. 

Someone, somewhere, is doing something about it. 
I know of one incident when fishing bombers were 
tracked down, and on being approached, all but one 
dived into the water and swam away to shore. The one 
remaining lay crouched and out of sight. The trackers 
fired their rifles to sink the boat, and were shocked to 
see a limp blooded body floating as the banca sank 
from site. This was a tragic ending to a good cause. 

Education, determined effort, and local enforcement 
are important weapons for combatting this type of 
malpractice. The choice is plain to see, either the fishing 
terrorists are annihilated, metaphorically speaking, or 
the coral carpet will be gone forever.  
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Talikud Island

 Davao at a Glance

avao City has a lot going for it. It is the capital 
of Mindanao and, in terms of area, Metro Davao is 
the largest city in the Philippines sprawling some 
2,440 sq. km along the edge of the Davao Gulf. But 
size isn’t everything. Davao City is the island’s trade, 
commercial, industrial and financial hub, a tantalizing 
blend of commerce, modern living, shopping and 
entertainment in a bustling, cosmopolitan environment. 
Mount Apo, the Philippines’ highest peak is an easy 
journey from Davao, a boon for trekkers and nature 
lovers or anyone wanting to spend a few hours rambling 
through its lush vegetation. It is a little puzzling why 
more visitors don’t flock to Davao to share in the
rich cultural heritage of this diverse, colorful and
wonderfully welcoming city.

Roman Catholicism is the predominant religion
accounting for around 80% of the city’s population, 
while various other Christian denominations make 
up a further 8% of the religious congregation. The 
remainder belong to non-Christian faiths such as Islam, 
Hinduism, Buddhism and the non-religious.

Residents of Davao City are colloquially known
as Davaoeños. Nearly all of local Davaoeños are
Visayan, the majority are Cebuanos, with a minority 
of Ilonggos, while those from other ethnic groups 
such as Lumad and Atea form up the remainder of 
the local population. Davao Cebuano, a sub-variant 
of Mindanao Cebuano, is the most widely spoken 
language in the city.

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited 
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DESTINATION

Davao City 
serves as the 
main trade, 
commerce, 
and industry 
hub and is 
also one of 
the financial 
centers of 
Mindanao.

DAVAO &
SAMAL

English is the medium of instruction in schools, and 
widely understood by residents. Davao is also home 
to Philippine Nikkei Jin Kai International School, a 
Japanese-administered educational institution. English 
language schools for foreigners, and export-oriented 
industrial parks to entice Japanese and South Korean 
firms to set up shop in the city have been generally 
welcomed and are a positive sign the city is open for 
business. 

Trade and Commerce

Davao is part of the East Asian Growth Area, a regional 
economic-cooperation initiative in Southeast Asia. 

In 2011, Davao City ranked 87th among the Asia’s 
fastest-growing cities by the City Mayors Foundation, 
based in London and Freiburg, Germany. According 
to the foundation, the city has a projected average 
annual growth of 2.53 percent over a 15-year
period; Davao was the only Philippine city to reach 
the top 100. As the largest economy outside Metro 
Manila, the city also serves as the largest local economy 
in the southern Philippines.
 
Agriculture remains the largest economic sector 
comprising banana, pineapple, coffee and coconut 
plantations, all of which have grown up around the 
city. More than half of the city’s land area, at 1,639.44 
sq. km or 67.19%, is devoted to agriculture. Bearing the 

p42-67 Boating & Watersports December2015.indd   43 12/6/2015   8:48:57 PM



44

D
AV

A
O

&
SA

M
A

L

nickname of the “Fruit Basket of the Philippines” it 
is the island’s leading exporter of mangoes, pomeloes, 
bananas, coconut products, pineapples, papayas 
and mangosteens. Durians, which are locally grown
and harvested and are common in the city, are also
notable exports.

The Davao Gulf provides a living for many fishermen. 
Some of the fish products include yellow fin tuna, 
brackish water milkfish, mudfish, shrimp and crab. 
Most of the fish catches are offloaded in the fishing 
port in Barangay Toril and then sold in the numerous 
markets within the city.
 
Davao City serves as the main trade, commerce, 
and industry hub of Mindanao and is also one of the
financial centers of Mindanao. Commercial industrial 
plants such as those of Coca-Cola Bottlers, Pepsi-
Cola Products, Interbev Inc., and RC Cola, are located 
here, as well as fruit packaging-exporting facilities,
food manufacturing plants and a large number of 
business establishments ring the city to provide con-
sumers with the better things in life. There are also 
construction and industrial plants such as those of 
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Aerial view of Davao City

Holcim Philippines and Union Galvasteel Corporation, 
and SteelAsia. The latter is the largest and most 
modern steel rolling mill production facility in
the country. Completed in December 2014, it was
purposely built to increase national steel production 
and to reduce the construction costs in Mindanao.

One Network Bank, based in the city, is the largest 
rural bank in the Philippines in assets; most branches 
are in Mindanao including 17 locations where it is 
the only financial-services provider. Government 
social-insurance agencies such as the Social Security 
System and Government Service Insurance System 
are also in the city.

There are several commercial areas in the city: 
Downtown, Davao Chinatown (Uyanguren), Bajada, 
Lanang, Matina, Ecoland, Agdao, Buhangin, Tibungco, 
Toril, Mintal and Calinan, the latter three located at 
the southwestern part of the city.

As regular visitors to the Philippines will know, 
shopping is something of a national pastime in the 
Philippines and Davao is no exception to the penchant 

p42-67 Boating & Watersports December2015.indd   44 12/6/2015   8:48:59 PM



4545

p42-67 Boating & Watersports December2015.indd   45 12/6/2015   8:49:01 PM



46

D
AV

A
O

&
SA

fi
lip

in
ar

os
es

.c
om

to shop ’til you drop. To meet this ongoing demand 
there are many shopping centers scattered throughout 
the city. The most popular ones include, Abreeza, 
which opened in May 2011, and was the first and is 
still the largest Ayala Mall in Mindanao with its shopping, 
service and entertainment venues; and SM Lanang 
Premiere which apart from being the only SM Premiere 
Mall is also the largest shopping mall on the island. 
Other major malls include Gaisano Mall of Davao, 
NCCC Mall of Davao, and SM City Ecoland, among 
many others. Victoria Plaza Mall, located on J.P. Laurel St., 
is the oldest shopping mall in the city, established
in 1992. Construction of new shopping malls in the 
city are currently underway.

Davao Chinatown

Three grand archways richly decorated in green, red 
and gold and festooned with a smattering of stone 
dragons and lions symbolize entry to Chinatown. The 
home of the local Filipino-Chinese community the 
area, at 44 hectares, is the largest Chinatown in the 
world. It is also a magnificent shopping and dining 
precinct with malls, department stores, shops, stalls 
and hawkers and some of the best Chinese cuisine 
anywhere in the Philippines. Goods are affordable to 
cheap and walking the narrow, crowded streets you’ll 
uncover jewelry shops, those selling precious stones 
and stores flogging Chinese powders and potions, 

the origins of which don’t bear thinking about: it’s 
a real potpourri of sights, smells and temptations. 
Give in to it.

There are a number of cultural-heritage sites in the 
city, including the Davao Museum in Insular Village, 
Lanang, the Mindanao Folk Arts Museum, Philippine 
Women’s College, Juna Subdivision, Matina, Davaoeño 
Historical Society Museum and the Philippine-Japan 
Museum. Japanese historical sites include the Japanese 
Tunnel used by Japanese forces during World War II, 
the 20th-century Japanese cemetery.

Davao Museum

This museum, showcasing the heritage and cultural 
origins of the tribal people of Davao, is tucked away 
in Lanang but is fairly easy to get to. There is a good 
collection of of clothing and other tribal artefacts, 
including coins, pottery shards etc. and knowledgeable 
guides to make sense of the various exhibits. It’s a 
great place to learn about the culture and the heart 
of Davao.

Food, Glorious Food

The cuisine of Davao City features skewered and 
grilled meat dishes, but the most common dish 

Entrance to Chinatown
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Davao Museum, and below- the newer addition

served in the city is kinilaw, a relative of ceviche, a 
seafood delight from coastal regions of Latin America. 
It’s a dish with freshly caught seafood, usually tuna, 
mackerel or swordfish, being marinated in vinegar for 
about 30 minutes and served cold; the vinegar cures 
or ‘cooks’ the fish and sometimes chili, cucumber or 
radishes are added to the marinade.

Another dish for adventurous palates is Sinuglaw, 
which combines sinugba, pork belly marinated in 
crushed garlic, vinegar and pepper and salt before it 
is grilled and served with soy sauce and either vinegar 
and garlic. It is then served with kinilaw. 

Fruit dishes, snacks, and desserts are also popular, 
most made from durian and bananas. Ginanggang is 
a banana dish that originated in this city and spread 
to other parts of the country; it is a banana, grilled 
and skewered, brushed with margarine and sprinkled 
with sugar. Durian dishes, snacks, and desserts
include durian ice cream, durian pie and durian 
shakes. So ubiquitous is this delicious fruit in and 
around Davao that the city built the Durian Dome 
to commemorate the spiky, smelly fruit that grows in 
abundance on Mindanao.

ELIZABETH’S HIDEAWAY
                      Sandbar Beach Resort
Boquete Island, Sto. Niño, Puerto Galera
Phones: (043) 706 3998, 0909 337 1753, 
0932 440 9511 Email: elizabethideaway@ymail.com

YOUR HOSTS: Mrs. ELVIE GARCIA & Mr. CARLOS GARCIA

Elizabeths Hideaway qtr page.indd   1 11/28/12   2:16:03 PM
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Festivals in Davao

Major annual festivals held in the city include: the 
Araw ng Dabaw (Day of Davao) festival takes place 
on March 16, the day the city was officially incorporated, 
and the Kadayawan Festival in August.

The Kadayawan Festival is an annual celebration in 
Davao during the third week of August. It is a celebration 
of life, a thanksgiving for the gifts of nature, culture 
and the bounties of harvest. It also focuses on
the multi-colored mix of Davao and Mindanao’s
indigenous communities. 

Celebrated throughout December, the Pasko Fiesta 
sa Davao is an integration of festive and competitive 
Christmas activities showcasing brilliant lighting and 
an array of decorations in barangays, public parks, 
roads and buildings, and a series of competitive
performances showcasing the community’s creativity 
and talents while keeping alive Christmas traditions. 
During this time the city pulsates with excitement 
and is blitzed with mall sales, bazaars, food festivals, 
and night markets filled with wholesome entertainment 
by day and night. 

The Torotot Festival and is held annually on New 
Year’s Eve. It was held for the first time on December 

31, 2013 to herald the arrival of 2014 and was
conducted, at least in part, to atone for the then 
newly introduced city-wide firecracker-pyrotechnics 
ban and partly to allow locals to have a rollicking 
good time. The festival includes vast crowds of 
people simultaneously blowing party horns, locally 
known as torotots. 

Getting Around

Popular modes of public transportation in the city 
are multi-cabs, jeepneys, tricycles, buses and taxis. 
Multi-cabs and jeepneys ply designated passenger-
vehicle routes around the clock meaning that even 
the most curious sightseer is unlikely to be stranded 
in the middle of nowhere at some unearthly hour. 
Tricycles roam a range of routes beyond the main 
streets of the city. Taxis have several routes in and 
around Davao City. In mountainous areas the habal-
habal passenger motorcycle is the main mode of 
transportation.

The city had the first taxis in the Philippines to accept 
payments from BancNet and MegaLink ATM credit 
and debit cards. The black taxis are linked to the 
Global Positioning System (GPS), and dispatching 
is done by computer. The most pleasing aspect of 
Davao’s taxis is the honesty of the drivers — unlike the 

p42-67 Boating & Watersports December2015.indd   48 12/6/2015   8:49:04 PM



4949

p42-67 Boating & Watersports December2015.indd   49 12/6/2015   8:49:05 PM



5050

Crocodile Park

BI
CO

L 
Tel. No.: +63-2-216-0063
Address: PHINSAF c/o 
RAYOMAR MANAGEMENT
10/f Country Space Bldg.
Gil Puyat Ave.,Makati City
Email:  admin@phinsailing.ph

majority of Manila taxi drivers who will try to take 
advantage of the tourist at every opportunity to the 
point of outright dishonesty: in contrast, the taxi 
drivers of Davao are courteous, friendly and honest, 
so giving them a handsome tip is more of a pleasure.

The city offers a wide bus network to cities and 
provinces in Mindanao and as far as Pasay City in 
Manila, and Ormoc and Tacloban in the Visayas. The 
city is accessible by bus from a laundry list of cities 
on Mindanao such as Cotabato, Kidapawan, General 
Santos, Digos, Koronadal, Isulan, Tagum, Tandag, 
Malaybalay, Mati, Monkayo, Malita, Cagayan de 
Oro, Butuan, and Surigao.

Things to See and Do

Tourist destinations in the city include the Philippine 
Eagle Foundation and Nature Center, Mount Apo, 
the Davao Crocodile Park, Malagos Garden Resort, 
Mount Apo, white water rafting, the Eden Nature 
Park, and the People’s Park in the city center which 
is popular for its sculptures of indigenous people 
and dancing fountain. Samal Island, a part of Metro 
Davao, is an island city situated immediately off the 
city’s coast in the Davao Gulf, popularly known for 
its scenic beaches.
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The Philippine Eagle

A rare and powerful raptor with brown and white 
plumage and a rather shaggy crest the Philippine 
Eagle is endemic to the country’s forests. It is also 
critically endangered as its habitat is being gobbled 
up for agriculture, logging and human occupation 
and is now most commonly found around Mount 
Apo, 45km northeast of the city. The eagle weighs 
up to 8.0kg and is considered the largest of the 
world’s eagles in terms of length and wing span. 
Fast and agile in flight the Philippine Eagle preys 
on monkeys, civets, large snakes and monitor lizards 
and has also been known to feed on large birds.
In 1995 this magnificent creature was declared a
National Emblem.

Davao Crocodile Park

Davao Crocodile Park is classed as one of the key 
tourist destinations in Davao City, as it features various
exotic animals such as monkeys, snakes, birds, 
bearcats, tigers, various type of reptiles, and of 
course crocodiles. In the park you can learn about 
and enjoy the rich flora and fauna of Davao.

Located along the Diversion Road in Ma-a, in a 
compound called Riverfront Corporate City, Davao 
Crocodile park isn’t too far from the heart of the 
city, it’s only a 10 minute taxi ride to the complex 
and is more like a zoo than anything else. Owner 
Mr. Philip Dizon spent ten years developing the park 
after receiving city accreditation in 1995. It officially

opened in August 2005 and has subsequently 
evolved into more of a leisure park than simply being a 
zoo. The surrounding area has restaurants and shops 
and there is a butterfly farm in the vicinity. Spending
the day at the farm has a multitude of rewards 
with exotic animals, animal shows, great food and 
the best Davao grown coffee, along with treats like 
the famous crocodile ice-cream. This unusual yet 
delicious frozen treat is made here in the park and 
comes in a number of mouth-watering flavors. No 
crocodiles are harmed when making the ice cream. 

During the day the sun can become quite ferocious 
so a hat and a fairly strong sun screen lotion are 
recommended, especially for young children. Take a 
camera or use a smartphone to record an unforgettable 
day at the park. There is also a gift shop selling souvenirs 
and other trinkets together with attractive and durable 
crocodile products to enhance your memory of this 
magical place.

White Water Rafting

Get Wet! Get Wild! Thrilling, exhilarating, exciting 
and even relaxing — the Davao whitewater rafting 
experience is all this and so much more. Whitewater 
rafting is one of the more recent extreme adventure 
activities to hit the Philippines and one that is growing 
steadily as people want more from a holiday than 
peering at churches and old buildings all day. 

For decades past the adventurous and the fearless 
traveled to the rivers of Nepal and Borneo to test 

Tiger at Crocodile Park
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White water rafting

Cape Bojeador lighthouse

themselves against nature while the raging Philippine
rivers remained undiscovered, but that is now changing. 
Rafting does not have to be an adrenalin rush but can 
run the gamut from a calm and peaceful float down a 
meandering river that allows you to fully appreciate the 
spectacular scenery, to a heart-pumping adventure 
that delights, excites and leaves riders with ever so 
slightly wobbly legs when they disembark. Whether 
you choose the cruise or the more daring version, 
you’ll soon be hooked. The trained Davao Wild Water 
Adventure guides are professionals who ensure your 
safety while making sure you get the most excitement 
from your experience. Be prepared to get wet and 
be tossed around like a cork in a light swell as you 
paddle Davao River’s roller coaster ride. The river 
ride offers 13 km of pure fun. Your adventure in 
white water rafting starts at the Davao Wild Water 
Adventure Office in the Davao Crocodile Park, where 
you register, attend a briefing then head out to take 
on the river. You’ll get a souvenir T-shirt and a DVD 
record of your adventure. 

Previous visitors who have tried white water rafting 
have said, “Once we got our first experience taking it 
head on, we had to admit to ourselves that this was 
truly an exhilarating experience, and our excitement 

was so high we couldn’t wait for the next rapid to 
come.  The prospect of taking the rapids was now no 
longer as daunting as we thought it would be, it was 
more like it was something we wanted to experience 
over and over again”.

Go Karting Adventures

If you are searching for outdoor entertainment such 
as driving small yet colorful vehicles with a fair bit of 
grunt, try out the exciting and first-in-the-city go-
kart adventure at The Racing Line Karting.

Strategically located at the Lanang Business Park, 
(not far from SM Lanang), Racing Line Karting offers 
motor enthusiasts a thrilling experience with go-kart 
vehicles, buggy karts and ATVs for off road adventures. 
Jonathan George “Jong” Uy, owner of Racing Line 
Karting, said they have been operating their go-
karting business for eight months now and more and 
more locals and residents are discovering the thrill 
of karting. This type of recreational adventure has 
something for everyone as young and old alike can 
enjoy karting side by side. If kids can reach the pedals 
they can have fun and enjoy this sport in complete 
safety and it is a perfect for bonding with the kids.
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Philippine Eagle

Go-karts come in all shapes and forms, from motor 
less models to high-powered racing machines such 
as Super Karts able to outpace racing cars on long 
circuits. They’re also very easy to drive and if kids 
can reach the pedals they can drive a go-kart. The 
Racing Line Karting has a go-kart racing track with 
6 go-karts for hire. With prices starting from just 
P350 per cart. “Driving a go-kart is very simple, just 
the basic -- accelerator and brake,” Uy said. Racing 
Line Karting are very good in teaching younger ones
responsible and safe driving, and they implement rules 
to those who want to try this new type of adventure. 
Safety first is a prime directive of Racing Line Karting 
and all riders must wear rubber shoes: plastic shoes, 
flip flops and sandals are not permitted. Girls and 
women, (and guys too, for that matter), with long 

hair are required to put their hair up in a ponytail. Uy 
stressed that, “It’s not necessary whether you know 
how to drive or not. What’s important is that you just 
pay attention to the instructors. They will teach you 
the do’s and don’ts,” (Dili necessarily nga kabalo 
ka mag drive. Ang importante lang maminaw ka sa
instructor nato. Tudluan gyud ka unsa dapat buhaton)
Racing Line Karting also have buggy karts and ATVs 
for off-road adventures. A buggy kart is a four-wheel 
lightweight automobile with minimal bodywork and 
off-road capabilities. Most are built either as a kit 
car or from scratch.

Meanwhile, an all-terrain vehicle (ATV), otherwise 
known as quad, quad bike, three-wheeler, or four-
wheeler, is a vehicle that travels on low-pressure 
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Go-kart driving
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tires, with a seat that is straddled by the driver and 
handlebars for steering. The rider sits on, and operates
these vehicles, like a motorcycle, but the extra 
wheels give more stability at lower speeds. ATV’s are 
designed to handle a wider variety of terrain than 
most other vehicles. Bring your family and friends to 
Lanang Business Park and try out these latest outdoor 
amusements. The Racing Line Karting is open from 
Tuesdays to Sundays from 1:30pm to 9:30pm.

Mount Apo

Mount Apo is a large potentially active stratovolcano 
which, if by chance it did erupt would emit only sulphuric 
fumes. With an elevation of 2,954m above sea level 
it is the highest mountain in the Philippines and is 
located between Davao City and Davao del Sur
province and Cotabato province. The mountain
contains three distinct forest formations, from
lowland tropical rainforest to mid-mountain forests, 
and finally to high mountain forests with biologically 
diverse flora and fauna.

The first two attempts to climb Mt. Apo’s ended in 
failure: that of Jose Oyanguren (1852) and Señor 
Real (1870). The first successful recorded expedition 
was led by Don Joaquin Rajal in October 10, 1880. 
Prior to the climb, Rajal needed the permission of the 
Bagobo chieftain, Datu Manig who, it is believed, 
demanded a human sacrifice be made to please the 
god Mandarangan: this demand was waived and the 
climb commenced on October 6, 1880, succeeding 

 Mt. Apo

five days later. Since then, numerous expeditions
followed, although there is no record of any humans 
being sacrificed. 

Mount Apo is said to be named after Apong, a nobleman, 
who was killed while mediating a fight between two 
suitors of his daughter Saribu, which is the more romantic 
view. The more mundane version of the name’s origin 
is from the word Apo itself, which in the local dialect 
means ‘master’ or ‘grandfather’. 

Although Mount Apo is deemed a Natural Park, rubbish 
has been dumped along leading trails by careless 
climbers, and this has caused soil erosion across 
the mountain slopes, many of which are now quite 
sparsely forested. Concerned mountain and social 
climbing groups conduct climbs after the Easter 
peak climbing season simply to collect rubbish left 
by thoughtless visitors before it can create further 
damage.

In late 2009 the Department of Energy and Natural
Resources applied to have Mount Apo listed on 
the UNESCO world heritage list. In 2015, however, 
UNESCO removed Mount Apo from its listing of
tentative sites for inclusion largely because of logging, 
the intrusion of companies on the urban and
agricultural landscape, exploitation, and poaching as 
the area is now very different from the site listed 
in the original application. Exploitation of natural
resources in the area and poor conservation work 
also contributed to its removal.
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Waling-waling orchid

Hiking in Mount Apo

Time spent hiking and trekking the foothills and 
slopes of Mount Apo is never wasted. Over 272 bird 
species, 111 of which are endemic to the area, are 
pleased to call the lush rainforests home, as does
the Philippine Eagle. Don’t be startled should an
amphibian or two, a reptile or even some of the
mammals that inhabit the area cross your path as you 
hike the mountain trails. If one is patient and quiet 
and treat the area with respect the reward is likely 
to be a glimpse of a monkey, lizard or some other 
small furry creature scurrying through the lush
undergrowth. Appreciate too the exotic ferns,
carnivorous plants and the waling-waling orchid,
regarded as the Queen of Philippine orchids and vivid 
butterflies you’ll pass along the way. 

There are four major lakes in Mt. Apo. Popular of 
these are Lake Agco, formerly ‘The Blue Lake’ and 
Lake Venado, a famous mountaineering camping site 

and stopover point on the approach to the peak. 
Lake Macada and Lake Jordan are found in the summit 
grassland. 

This majestic peak is one of the country’s most 
popular climbing destinations. Several trails lead 
to the summit, coming from North Cotabato and 
Davao provinces. Arguably the easiest route is the 
Kidapawan-Magpet trail with the average hike taking 
three to four days roundtrip. The trail passes Lake 
Agpo and from there hikers must cross the fast flowing 
Marbel River by walking on coconut logs without 
anything to hold on to — which is rather daunting 
unless one has the poise and balance of an Olympic 
gymnast. The first camp at the aptly named Mainit 
Hot Springs is reached in about three hours and 
even the most intrepid explorer generally welcomes 
a soak in the hot soothing spring waters to relieve 
aching muscles. From this point it’s about a five to 
six hour trek through thick forest to the next campsite 
at Lake Venado, which is about the time when many 
climbers wish they were in a nice air-conditioned 
bar somewhere. The summit is a further three hour 
trek from Lake Venado, but the going is easier as 
hiking through the cogon grasslands is less taxing 
than struggling through the rainforest. The beauty 
of the summit, at which point you are literally on 
top of the Philippines, is breathtaking to behold. 
In the classification system used by local popular 
mountaineering website PinoyMountaineer.com the 
degree of difficulty of reaching the peak via the 
Kidapawan-Magpet trail is rated seven out of nine. 

The mountain may be climbed year-round or one 
can register and join the city’s Summer Climb or the 
Annual October Trek-Climb.

Trekking up 
to Mt. Apo
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Samal Island

Samal Island is a part of the Metropolitan Davao area 
and is located just two kilometers away from Davao City. 
Its official name is the Island Garden City of Samal and 
it is made up of Samal Island and the smaller Talikud 
Island in the Davao Gulf, making it a part of Mindanao 
island group. While pristine beaches dot the island’s 
shores, hills dominate the middle portions of the island. 
Talikud Island is located southwest of the main island.

Samal is the largest resort city in the country, with 
many sparkling good beaches and is home to a vast 
range of beach resorts. There are also numerous
marine reefs and tranquil waters in the area that lure 
the tourists, especially around Talikud Island. 

There are 34 registered resorts in the city with a
combined capacity of 1,000 rooms. The most popular 
of these is the Pearl Farm Beach Resort, owned by 
Ms. Universe 1973 winner Margarita Moran, who still 
looks pretty good 40 years after her victory. Because 
of the resorts, beaches and reefs, the Department 
of Tourism named Samal one of the best islands to 
visit in Mindanao and it is one of the fastest growing 
tourist destinations in the country. Ergo: tourism is 
the main source of income for the city which reaps 
substantial tax revenue from the industry.

Festivals

The Kabasan Festival, coincides with the founding of 
Babak municipality in May each year and is something 
of a mardi gras featuring bikini modelling contests, 
fireworks displays, street-dancing which soon evolves 
into a series of street parties and motocross events.

The White Nights Festival, celebrates the city’s cultural 
and historical heritage, lasting from sunrise to sunset 
over two days in June at Kaputian.

Hugyaw Madayaw Festival, a spin-off of Davao’s
Kadayawan festival is an annual thanksgiving fiesta 
held in August to celebrate a bountiful harvest and, 

Resort in Samal Island

Giant clams

w
eg

at
he

rh
er

e.
w

or
dp

re
ss

.c
om

p42-67 Boating & Watersports December2015.indd   62 12/6/2015   8:49:31 PM



6363

at the same time, attempts to preserve the diminishing 
Samal culture on the island.

The Monfort Bat Sanctuary is the world’s largest fruit 
bat colony and is estimated to house over 3.2 million
bats. While bats are no doubt kind and friendly 
creatures, albeit noisy and smelly, they’re not on 
the bucket list of many tourists who, no doubt, have 
more pleasant and interesting ways to spend their 
time in Samal. But if you’re a little batty, this is the 
place for you.

Samal is alive day and night with the entertainment 
on offer at the various resorts. The Halo Bar situated 
at the Camp Holiday Resort rocks every night to the 
music of live bands. While daytime vaudeville type 
magic acts are enjoyed daily by the many diners at 
Paradise Island. There are dedicated water sports 
parks like Bluejaz with giant water slides for adults 
and a smaller slide for children. At Maxima Aqua Fun 
they have a forty meter waterslide that takes riders 
on a breathtaking six second plunge into the water. 

Diving

Samal Watersports is an excellent dive shop located 
inside the Precious Garden Resort. Run by a Filipino-
Belgian couple and a local dive instructor who has 
been diving Davao bay since 2005, they have a 
strong team of professional local guides, dive masters 

and instructors. The staff at Samal Watersports are 
comfortable teaching first timers right up to the 
highest trained pro divers. Some of their divers specialize
in underwater photography and will guide you in 
taking the type of photograph you always wished 
you could, but never quite managed. 

Fishing is also a growing business. This is largely because 
the Samal cannot meet the demand for meat and 
other market produce which have to be brought to 
the island, but as Samal lacks a deep water port, or 
a container port, it relies on barges to deliver these 
products from the mainland. The city government 
advocated the building of fishery complexes to
reduce this reliance on imports. 

Fish, pearls, and edible crustaceans such as shrimps, 
prawns, and crabs are the main aquatic consumable 
products in the city.

Places to Eat - Davao

There are many fine restaurants in Davao catering for 
every taste. A number of top class places are located
behind Victoria Plaza with varying international
cuisines. One of these is the Emerald Garden with 
a menu to please even the most discerning palate. 
Or if you prefer to mix with the locals and enjoy a 
delicious barbecue try the BBQ area behind the
Municipal Hall at the bottom end of CM Recto near 
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the San Pedro Catholic Cathedral. In this area you 
will also find many a shopping bargain from the 
sidewalk vendors.

Where to Stay in Davao

Davao boasts an amazing array of accommodation 
with over 60 places to choose from, ranging from the 
very exclusive to the very basic. If price is no object 
there is the Marco Polo or the Apo View Hotel, for 
mid-range there are hotels such as the Casa Laticia, 
and for the more budget conscious who don’t want 
to spend all their holiday money on accommodation,
the Royal House is a well-appointed hotel in the 
main CBD that provides clean, comfortable, air-
conditioned rooms with cable TV, hot water and free 
Wi-Fi for under P1000 per night including breakfast.

How to get to Davao.

The best and most economical way to get to Davao 
from Manila is by air: all the major domestic carriers 
have numerous daily flights and the prices aren’t 
too stiff. The airport is not far from the city and is 
serviced well by metered taxis that don’t not rip-off 
passengers, and they provide excellent service. The 
flight time from Manila is a little over 90 minutes.

Davao is connected to Manila and Cebu by sea 
via roll-on/roll-off inter-island ferries. The sea voyage 
will take about 54 hours from Manila, while travel 
time by sea from Cebu is about 24 hours. The city
is served by domestic passenger ferries at Sasa
International Seaport and Santa Ana Wharf, the
international seaports of the Port of Davao, the
busiest port in Mindanao. The port is capable of
servicing inter-island and international shipments. 

While Davao certainly has a lot going for it, we’ve 
barely scratched the surface of this bustling metropolis 
concentrating, as we have, on the more commonly 
visited sights and activities. But sometimes the best 
way to uncover a city’s delights is to simply grab a 
map and head off on an unplanned walk. As like as 
not you’ll turn a corner leading to a narrow road or 
laneway and find something delightfully quaint, rustic or 
totally unexpected. The hidden gems of any city are 
most often found by people just wandering around 
not knowing what’s around the next corner.

Davao is a must visit place in the Philippines and a 
safe city in which to holiday. If you haven’t thought 
about adding Davao to your list of holiday 
destinations, perhaps you should think again and 
head there soon. 
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Samal Island marina
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Balai Isabel Round Taal Volcano RegattaBalai Isabel Round Taal Volcano Regatta

The winds 
again were 
perfect and 
everyone got 
off to a good 
start, the 
racing was 
well contested 
with fewer 
capsizes on 
the day. 
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Balai Isabel Round Taal Volcano RegattaBalai Isabel Round Taal Volcano Regatta

he Balai Isabel Round Taal Volcano Regatta, one 
of the premier Hobie and Open Class yachting 

events in the Philippines, is held each November at the 
Taal Lake Yacht Club. This year’s races were organized 
by PHINSAF, (Philippine Inter Island Sailing Federation), 
and sponsored by the Club Balai Isabel Hotel together 
with minor sponsors Broadwater Marine and Potato 
Corner. Active Boating and Watersports was there over 
the weekend of November 22 and 23 to report on the 
regatta which circumnavigates Taal Volcano, one of the 
Philippines’ most impressive natural wonders. 

The Round Taal Volcano Regatta gets better with each 
passing year and 2015 was no exception with a fleet 
of 16 Hobies and eight new Oz Goose home-built dinghies 
competing for honors. The Oz Goose is a squat, slightly 
ungainly craft made of plywood: it’s about 12 feet in 
length and carries up to 90 square feet of sail but generally 
handles well and has developed a strong local following.

At the Saturday morning skipper’s briefing, chairman 
Peter Capotosto described the day’s course, the location 
and color of the various markers dotted around Taal 
Lake and the race Start and Finish lines. After the 
meeting, a scramble ensued as boats were launched in 
favorable conditions with good winds gusting at over 
20 knots as the fleet made its way to the Start line. 
With commendable foresight the club had organized 
the photo boat to be used as one of the markers: this is 
an excellent innovation by Taal Lake Yacht Club which 

gives photographers a prime position from which to grab 
some spectacular action shots as the boats round the marker. 

There were a series of minor mishaps and misunder-
standings that delayed the start of the day’s racing and 
this, compounded by an unusual number of capsizes by 
crews unable to keep their boat upright in the gusting 
winds, resulted in a later than expected finish to the 
morning races.

 Following a tasty, filling and very enjoyable late lunch 
catered for by the Balai Isabel with plenty of cold drinks 
to wash it all down, it was deemed too late to begin the 
afternoon races. Most of the crews then sauntered over 
to the yacht club to discuss the ‘whys’ and ‘why nots’ 
of the morning’s events and how they could have, or 
perhaps should have, done things a little differently for 
a higher finish. Especially worrying for the Oz Goose 
crews were the number of masts broken or damaged 
in the slightly stronger than expected winds: ahead 
of them loomed a long night of searching for ways to 
strengthen the masts in time for Sunday’s racing. 

After a sumptuous dinner with plenty of free flowing, 
cold beer at the Rajah Room of the Balai Isabel, presentations 
were made to the day’s winners:

Open Class
Joel Mejarito and Rubin Cruz Jr. showed how it was 
done by crossing the line First; while Ridgley Balladares 

T Words by 
BARRY 
DAWSON
Photographs 
as credited
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and Richly Magsanay were Second. Taking out Third 
place was the crew of Michael Ngu and Boyet Magsanay, 
who are more accustomed to winning this class than 
coming third.

Masters Class
Normal service was resumed in the Masters Class when 
Michael and Boyet were First; followed by Maria and 
Joe Hagedorn in Second with Glenn and Jana Everett 
capturing Third place.

‘B’ Fleet Division
Alex Chen and Aster Wong took out First place in the 
‘B’ Fleet races; followed in Second spot by Jose Sehwani 
Gonzales and Sarah Black.

Bravo Division
First place in the Bravo races was 
awarded to Ana Katigbak Lim and 
Rosal Lim with David Dimaano finishing 
Second. 

Oz Goose Division
In the new Oz Goose division, despite 
some mast problems, Roy Espiritu 
snaffled First place; Joida Pablo 
and Aris came in Second and Jem 
and Japhet Pablo took out Third spot. 
 
The Noel Lim Memorial Trophy
The highlight of the evening was 
the Noel Lim Memorial Trophy 
which was won this year by Glen 
and Jana Franke Everett; with Michael 
Ngu and Boyet Magsanay in Second 
place and Ridgley Balladares and 
Richly Magsanay coming in a richly 
deserved Third.

After a delightful evening of food, 
drinks, friendly conversation and 
some gentle ribbing pretty much 
everyone departed for their rooms 
happy and looking forward to the 
morning’s sailing.

Sideway sailing
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Another event to watch out for, and be a part of, is the 
‘Three Island Challenge’ in Romblon, from April 15 to 
17: this is a unique and challenging event and one not 
to be missed. 

For more information on all the better boating and 
watersports activities in the Philippines, check out our 
Events Calendar at www.activ eboatingwatersports.com 
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Phone 0917-805-7834   Email: cima.coron@yahoo.com
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As the Sunday sun eased it’s way above the horizon the 
crews assembled for a hearty buffet breakfast provided 
by the yacht club and then went on to the skipper’s 
briefing. The weather Gods were smiling on this most 
idyllic of settings with almost perfect winds setting up 
a good start across all classes, tightly contested races 
and fewer boats capsizing than the day before.

Racing finished about 1:30pm, with crews returning to 
the yacht club for what they consider one of highlights 
of the weekend, the annual Aussie BBQ luncheon put 
on by Broadwater Marine. Many commented on the 
range and quality of food and drink on offer and felt 
the BBQ was getting bigger and better every year,
expressing a hearty thank you to Broadwater Marine 
for their continued sponsorship. 

When the Aussie BBQ was done and dusted the final 
results of the Balai Isabel Round Taal Volcano Regatta 
were announced and prizes awarded by Peter Capotosto. 

Hobie 16 Open
And the winner is …  Ridgley Balladares and Richly 
Magsanay; Second place went to Michael Ngu and Boyet 
Magsanay; and Glenn and Jana Everett took Third.

Masters Class
Once again this was a tightly contested event with 
Michael Ngu and Boyet Magsanay showing their sailing 
skills by securing First place; Glenn and Jana Everett 
continued to play to their strengths by coming in Second;
and those very popular mainstays Maria and Joe 
Hagedorn seized Third spot.

‘B’ Fleet
This year the ‘B’ event was won by Alex Chen and Aster 
Wong who now move up to the Masters Class for future 
events, so congratulations Alex. In Second place was 
Hans Woldring and Lyrio Baltazar with Jose Sehwani 
Gonzales and Sarah Black taking out a commendable 
Third.

Bravo Division
The all girl crew of Ana Katigbak Lim and Rosal Lim 
showed just how good they are by capturing First place 
once again; followed by a closely contested Second 
from David Dimaano.

Oz Goose Division
The home-builts group proved they will be with us for 
some time and in the Oz Goose class we saw Joida and 
Aris secure First; Rot in Second; and Jem and Japlet 
Pablo hot on their heels in Third place. 

After the awarding of prizes, hearty good wishes were 
passed on to the winners and following a few cleansing 
ales crews and spectators started to wend their weary 
way back home, no doubt looking forward to more sailing 
in the months ahead. The next event at Taal Lake will 
be the Hobie Nationals on January 9 and 10, 2016. 

Winners are all smiles
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Jiffy reefing 
gives a better 
sail shape 
than does 
roller reefing, 
and equip-
ment needed 
for it is 
minimal and, 
therefore, 
cheap to fit.

As the wind strength increases, there will come a 
point when a boat can no longer carry full canvas if 
it is to perform both comfortably and efficiently. The 
point will vary according to the design and size of 
the boat, and although, in general, large boats will 
be able to carry full sail in stronger winds than smaller 
boats can, much depends on other factors, such as 
the state of the sea, the size of the working sails and 
the underwater profile of the boat for example.

There are two basic ways of reducing the sail area; 
you can exchange the sail for a smaller one or you 
can reduce the size by reefing it in any one of a number 
of ways. In Practice the two are often combined; for 
example, you may exchange the existing headsail for 
a smaller one and then reduce the area of the 
mainsail by reefing it. In general, the mainsail is too 
large and bulky for it to be swapped for a smaller sail, 
although, in very strong winds, when you may not 
be able to reduce the mainsail enough, you could 
substitute a trysail for it. Recent developments in 

headsail reefing gear now allow you to reef the head-
sail efficiently, instead of changing down to a smaller 
sail. This Has two advantages; you need not carry so 
many sails on board, and the likelihood of the crew 
having to work on the foredeck in bad weather is 
greatly reduced.

There is no fixed rule about when to reef, each skipper 
should be aware of the limitations of his own boat 
and should be able to feel when the boat is over 
pressed; the obvious signs are when the leeward toe 
rail is awash or if helmsman is having difficulty holding 
the boat on course. Once you feel the need to reef, 
you should waste no time in doing so, unless you 
are about to enter harbor, or if a reduction in wind 
strength is expected shortly.

It is important to keep the sails balanced so that the 
boat continues to sail well, and you should therefore 
be careful to reef the headsail and mainsail in
proportion to prevent excessive lee or weather helm 

You’ve always been interested to sail, but you know little about boat parts, the confusing technobabble, 
and what little you know is making your head spin in four different directions! Worry no more. This 

continuing series of articles is for you: it will cover tips regarding hardware present on most boats, as well as 
common sailing techniques, terms and definitions, the names of the different pieces of hardware, and much 
more. This will keep you informed about most things you will need before you begin your own sailing excursion. 
Be sure to consult with an experienced sailor and someone knowledgeable about boats.  

Article
 excerpts

 reprinted 
from 

the book 
CRUISER 

HANDLING
by BOB BOND 

& STEVE 
SLEIGHT

Reducing Sail

With the reef taken 
in, Jiffy reefing gives 
a good reefed sail 
shape and is quick 
and easy to carry out.

Trysails are best 
colored orange 
making them 
conspicous in heavy 
weather
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developing. Normally, you would reduce the size of 
the headsail first – by changing down to a smaller 
sail or by taking in a reef – and your net step would 
be to reef the mainsail. If the wind strength continued 
to increase or if the boat was still over pressed, you 
would continue to make further reductions in both 
headsail and mainsail size as necessary. When taking 
in a reef or changing headsails, you should slow 
he boat down so that the crew are not thrown off 
balance or soaked by waves when working on the 
foredeck. If you put the boat on a broad reach the 
mainsail will partially blanket the headsail from the 
wind, and any pitching at the bow will reduced to a 
minimum. They should be told to wear their harness 
and clip on their lifelines so they have both hands 
free to work. If you reef the mainsail, do it with the 
boat hove-to or on a close reach, so the sail does not 
fill with wind. To avoid any accidents, tell the crew 
never to stand leeward of the flogging sail, or on a 
headsail lying on the deck, as it is usually both wet 
and slippery 

Jiffy reefing is the modern equivalent of points reef-
ing, the traditional method for reducing a sail, in 
which the sail is lowered a little and the lower part 
of the sail is lashed to the boom. In a jiffy reefing 
system, there are reef cringles, in the leech and luff 
and across the sail, usually at three different heights. 

The sail can be reefed quickly to the desired size by 
fitting a luff cringle onto a ram’s horn fitting at the 
gooseneck, and by pulling down the leech by a similar 
amount using a reefing line, or pennant, attached to 
the leech cringle. Jiffy reefing was first introduced by 
the offshore yacht racing fraternity who were looking 
for a quicker way of reefing than the traditional laborious 
points system. In Many ways, this system is more
efficient than roller reefing since it can be carried out 
by one person who does not even have to move from 
the cockpit, if a purchase system replaces the ram’s 
horn fitting at the luff. Jiffy reefing gives a better sail 
shape than does roller reefing, and equipment needed 
for it is minimal and, therefore, cheap to fit. 

To take in a reef you should ease the kicking strap 
and mainsheet and tension the topping lift. If the luff 
sliders are fitted to the mainsail, you should remove 
the mast gate or locking pin. Then lower the Halyard 
until the appropriate luff cringle can be attached to 
the ram’s horn, retension the halyard, and replace the 
pin. Then pull in the appropriate reefing pennant until 
the leech cringle is down onto the boom, and cleat 
the pennant. Release the topping lift, and retension 
the kicking strap. You can either leave the bunt of 
the sail lying next to the boom or you can roll it into 
a sausage shape, and lash it neatly in place. To shake 
out a reef, you simply reverse the procedure. 

Hook

Reefing 1 Reefing 2

Reefing 3 Reefing 4
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The 2016 Rolex 
China Sea Race 
will start on 
Wednesday 
23 March at 
13:20 hours 
(HKT) in Hong 
Kong’s iconic 
Victoria Har-
bour and will 
finish 565-nm 
later in Subic 
Bay in the 
Philippines.

On 7th April 1962, three yachts from RHKYC, 
one from Manila and one from Japan crossed 

the line at the start of the first China Sea Race. The 
yachts were escorted over the first 100 miles of their 
600 mile journey by two minesweepers of the Hong 
Kong Royal Naval Reserve.

The finish was off Corregidor Island, crossing a line 
formed by vessels of the Philippines Navy, to be met by 
members of the Manila Yacht Club who had co-operated
most generously with the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club 
in all the arrangements. Due to no radios being on 

board the yachts, Chris von Sydow’s Reverie crossed 
the finish line after six days’ racing to find out that they 
were in first place.

The China Sea Race was subsequently held as a biennial 
event. In 1964 it attracted 12 entries and in 1966, 13, 
including the famous ketch Stormvogel. With each
successive race, the event grew bigger. In 1968, it was 
included for the first time in the newly organized World 
Ocean Racing Championships and in 1972 it was 
officially recognized by the Royal Ocean Racing Club.

Words by 
BARRY 
DAWSON
Photographs 
as credited       

2016   
Rolex  
China 
Sea 
Race 
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Since then it has continued to attract interest and, as 
an undisputed Asian blue-water classic, has served to 
draw the attention of the international yachting fraternity 
to Hong Kong and Southeast Asia. 

The 2016 Rolex China Sea Race will start on Wednesday 
23 March at 13:20 hours (HKT) in Hong Kong’s iconic 
Victoria Harbour and will finish 565-nm later in Subic 
Bay in the Philippines. 

The Notice of Race has been published at www.rolex
chinasearace.com and entries are open, with the all-
Chinese crew of A40RC, Seawolf, one of the first to 
book their place on the start line. Having finished 
fourth in IRC Racer 2 division in the 2014 edition of 
the race, Y.F. Liu’s Seawolf is targeting a top three finish 
in 2016.

The year 2016 marks the 28th edition of this biennial 
Offshore Category 1 race organized by the multi-faceted 
and cosmopolitan Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club (RHKYC), 

one of the oldest and most prestigious clubs in Hong 
Kong. Rolex has partnered the Club since 2007, as 
well as its flagship race the Rolex China Sea Race since 
2008. One of the highlights for the Club will be hosting 
local and overseas boats at its Kellett Island base prior 
to the start.

The China Sea Race is renowned for its tactical
challenges, requiring skill and training to succeed. 
The competing yachts negotiate both traditional and 
modern sea traffic before embarking on the open 
water section of the course to Subic Bay. The first 
night is rarely for the faint-hearted: lumpy seas and 
a stiff breeze often characterize these early stages. 
In contrast, the race frequently finishes with gentle 
winds, adding to the test of seamanship. Seawolf 
treated her 2014 inaugural race as a learning process, 
acknowledging that the crew needed to work on 
“better understanding the weather and wind direction, 
as well as more detailed consideration when choosing 
the route.” 

Seawolf

Ragamuffin
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The Seawolf crew for the 2016 edition will be more or 
less the same, fuelled by a shared fascination for the 
open sea and the unique challenges found only in off-
shore racing. 

Simon Powell, Chairman of the race organizing committee 
said “it’s fantastic to see Seawolf return to compete in this 
premier event. After a great showing by the all-Chinese 
crew in the last edition in 2014, they are the first Chinese 
boat to enter this edition, and by all accounts are a 

boat to watch this year. Given the growing popularity 
of sailing in China we are expecting an increased number 
of Chinese entries, to expand the already strong fleet 
making the 565-nm race”.

Asia’s principal blue water race has retained the original 
Corinthian ethos that lies at the heart of Rolex’s
relationship with the sport, and is especially captivating 
thanks to a race start from Victoria Harbour, surrounded 
by the city’s impressive high-rise panorama. 
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Bonifacio Cup 

Regatta
The wind gods 
were kind so 
the first days 
racing got 
off to a good 
start and some 
fierce competi-
tion from all 
competitors 
including a 
hobie 16 who 
decided to join 
the fray.

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited

p68-84 Boating & Watersports December2015.indd   76 12/6/2015   7:52:28 PM



7777

Saturday Gentleman’s Afternoon Sailing (SAGS) 
held the Bonifacio Cup Regatta on the last week-

end in November at the Lighthouse Marina Subic Bay. 
Although only a small fleet competed a great time was 
had by all as sailing in the Philippines grows in popular-
ity. This event also had a solemn side as it also included 
remembrance for the sailing comrades Robin Wyatt, 
Harry Taylor, Alan Lundy, Brian Turner and Rudolph 
Bollozos, lost at sea when they went missing on Europa 
Yacht traveling from Hong Kong to Subic Bay on Oc-
tober 3. Where Father Mike held a Requiem Mass for 
them prior to the awards on the Saturday night after 
the first days racing.

The wind gods were kind so the first days racing got 
off to a good start and some fierce competition from 
all competitors including a hobie 16 who decided to 
join the fray. After an excellent day of racing everyone 
retired back to accommodations to prepare for the eve-
ning agenda.

The evening commenced at 6pm with Father Mike 
holding a requiem mass for our lost brothers and pray-
ing for some hope as nothing has ever been found. 
After the mass and prayers for those that were lost, a 
delicious Barbecue was sponsored my Jun Avecilia and 

Bonifacio Cup 
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the Lighthouse Marina. A meal that was thoroughly en-
joyed by one and all, after which the awards were pre-
sented to the days winners. In race 1 Martin Tanco and 
crew guided Centennial 2 over the finish line to take 
out race 1 while Jun Avecilia and crew claimed second 
spot, while Boyet Lucas and his crew finished in third 
place on Marikit.

On the Sunday again the winds gods shone favorably 
on Subic Bay as contestants prepared for a 10.30am 
start for the final day of racing, which was met with 
contagious enthusiasm by the competitors. Everyone 
got off to a good clean start again and with good winds 
prevailing Centennial 2 and Selma Star set a brisk pace 
at the start. The assistance of the winds helped the 
yachts complete the 13.5NM course in record time, 
with Selma posting a winning time of 1:48:33:36.

After the days racing was back to the Lighthouse Ma-
rina to prepare for the evening which got underway at 
6.30pm with the presentations to the winners of the 
day and the overall winners for the weekend.

Sundays racing seen Selma with Ricky Sandoval and 
crew secure first place with Martin Tanco in a well con-
tested second place and Boyet Lucas and crew bring in 
Marikit third to round out the days results.

Then the time everyone was waiting for the overall 
winners for the cup were announced, With first place 
being awarded to Martin Tanco and crew of Centennial 
2 to a thunderous applause, coming in second with just 
as much excitement was Ricky Sandoval and his crew 
on Selma and in third place the award went to Boyet 
Lucas and his crew on Marikit. Then everybody set out 
to party before thinking of heading home which this 
time was done at a leisurely pace with the Monday be-
ing a public holiday.

Keep up to date with SAGS and other water-sports 
events in the Philippines on the events page of www.
activeboatingwatersports.com. 
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AHong Kong registered 18.2m sailing yacht 
Europa, owned by yacht broker and experienced 

offshore sailor Robin Wyatt, left Hong Kong for Subic 
Bay on Thursday 1 October 2015 with an ETA at Subic 
Bay no later than 5 October 2015. 

On Saturday 3 October the boat’s EPIRB (Emergency 
Position Indicating Radio Beacon) was activated 
indicating the boat was experiencing some difficulties.   

Hong Kong’s MRCC (Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre) 
dispatched a fixed wing aircraft to search the area.  Vessels 
in the vicinity of the EPIRB’s position were also asked to be 
on the lookout.  No yacht, life raft or debris was detected 
and HKMRCC continued to monitor the signal.

With the yacht’s ETA in the Philippines subsequently 
being missed, two fixed wing aircraft (one from Hong 

Kong and one from the Philippines) were dispatched 
on the morning of Tuesday 6 October in a coordinated 
search effort.  Ships in the area were also been put on 
alert, but to no avail. No sightings of the Yacht or any 
debris has ever been found.  

The Europa, which was also carrying an American, a
Canadian and a Filipino, left Hong Kong on Thursday 
and was supposed to arrive in Subic Bay, north-west of
Manila, by Monday. An emergency position-indicating 
radio beacon on the boat was activated on Saturday,
according to the Royal Hong Kong yacht club. 

The boat is new and on board were the skipper Robin 
Wyatt and Brian Turner Both who are Britons, Canadian, 
Harry Taylor, US citizen Alan Lundy and Filipino sailor 
Rudolph Bollozos, all of whom are very experienced 
seamen; each having crossed the China Sea a number 

Yacht Missing at Sea

ROBIN WYATT HARRY TAYLOR

Gone But Not ForgottenGone But Not Forgotten
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of times.  Coordination took place between HKMRCC, 
Hong Kong Government Flying Service, Philippine  
Navy, Philippine Coast Guard, Philippine  Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club and friends
of the sailors in Hong Kong and the Philippines, in a
concerted effort to locate the missing yacht and it’s crew.

The yacht apparently had been trying to steer clear of
typhoon Mujigae and was heading towards the city of
Vigan, south of Laoag in the north-east of the Philippines. 
Jerry Rollin well known racing official for sailing in the 
Philippines and a personal friend of the five sailors in the 
missing yacht dismissed reports about sighting of debris 
and a body in Philippine waters as being from the missing 
yacht. He also led the search team for M/Yacht Europa 
that went missing off the coast of Laoag City, but ongoing 
search and rescue operations failed to turn up new
information on the whereabouts of the missing yacht.

“Nothing has ever been sighted. There were various rumors 
that boats and people and lifejackets have been sighted, 
but I’ve been in touch with the Hong Kong rescue center 
who was actually doing most of the searching and they 
confirmed that they were not able to confirm anything.” 
Rollin said. Adding the only thing certain was the
intensified efforts to locate the missing yacht and crew.

Active Boating and Watersports pay tribute to these 
fine sailors who were a very integral part of sailing in the 
Philippines, and will always be fondly remembered for 
their outstanding contributions to sailing in the Philippines. Our 
condolences and deepest sympathy goes to the families 
and loved ones left behind after this tragic event! 

ALAN LUNDYBRIAN TURNER RUDOLPH BOLLOZOS

Gone But Not ForgottenGone But Not Forgotten
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