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2016 HOBIE NATIONALSWords by 
BARRY

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited

The wind 
gods were not 
particularly 
kind although 
the winds were 
strong enough 
to give a brisk 
start for the 
first race.

P1-27 ABW MAR 2016.indd   4 3/5/2016   3:15:10 PM



5

rightly colored sails skimmed across picturesque 
Lake Taal over the weekend of January 9 

and 10 when Taal Lake Yacht Club hosted the 2016 
Hobie Nationals Championship. This Phinsaf regatta 
saw some canny and knowledgeable sailors
competing for local honors and a highly prized spot 
in this year’s 21st Hobie 16 World Championship. 
The World Championship in late May will be held in 
scenic Dapeng, Longgang which forms part of the 
Dapeng District of Shenzen in Southern China, a few 
hours by road from Hong Kong. 

The local Hobie Nationals is a well supported event 
with regular sponsors such as Potato Corner, and 
this year welcomed a new major sponsor on board, 
the 4 star, luxury Lima Park Hotel resort. The Lima 
Park Hotel is set against breath taking views of Mt. 
Makiling and Mt. Malarayat, in the serene country-
side of Batangas. It is a modern, attractive and
comfortable resort with everything for the business 
and leisure traveler and without much in the way of 
hustle and bustle: but is just an hour by road from 
Manila on a good day. Celebrate a special occasion 
or stage a large event at the Lima Park Hotel’s Fidelis 
Ballroom or Batangas Grand Ballroom, or organize 
business meetings and smaller social events at any 
of the well-appointed function areas. Day trippers 
can enjoy the resort for just P600 per person.

B
2016 HOBIE NATIONALS
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The competitors in this years Nationals included a 
healthy blend of experience and youth, all eager to 
match wits with the elements and each other. The 
following 13 crews made up this year’s field: Roman 
Azanza and Denise Celdran, Monchu and Diego Garcia, 
Joel Mejarito and Rubin Cruz Jr., Ridgley Balladares 
and Richly Magsanay, Andy Aguilaz and Joiada 
Pablo, Eddie Legarda and Edwin Lucero, Dennis 
Cruz and Arnel Ornales, Eric Tomacruz and Japheth 
Pablo, Maria and Joe Hagedorn, Dirk Gardner and 
Estela Vidoeira, Michael Ngu and Boyet Magsanay, 
Alex Chen and Aster Wong, with the final team being 
Peter Capotosto and Dafne Sorin-Vidoeira.

Race Official Jerry Rolin began Day One with a skipper’s 
briefing during which he spoke about the day’s 
courses and reviewed the rules governing the
Championship, after which the crews made any last 
minute adjustments before the fleet headed out
towards the Start line.

The winds blowing over Lake Taal were unusually 
fickle that Saturday morning; strong enough at the 
start for it to be interesting, falling away during the 
mid-morning before picking up once more in the 
late morning, all of which kept the crews busy and 
alert. Even with lower winds competition between 
the evenly matched boats was very strong. Fol-
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lowing the first two races a delicious, healthy and 
nourishing buffet luncheon was served by the Lima 
Park Hotel, which provided a welcome respite. After 
an enjoyable meal the crews took to the water once 
more but alas the wind gods were cruel once again, 
failing when they were most needed, however, the 
club managed to complete the day’s events  in good 
time. The winners for the day: Eric Tomacruz and
Japheth Pablo were First over the line with Ridgley 
Balladares and Richly Magsanay in Second while 
Peter Capotosto and Dafne Sorin-Vidoeira claimed 
Third spot.

The evening saw a delicious dinner sponsored by the 
Lima Park Hotel Group when all crews got together, 
reminisced over past misdemeanours and the whys 
and wherefores of the day’s events, and decided on 
the improvements needed to gain a better result the 
next day.

After a bang-up breakfast served by the Lima Park 
Hotel, Day Two saw a brisk start to the final day’s 
racing, and competition was  relentless as all crews 
were vying for national honors and that elusive trip 
to Dapeng. The races got off to a good, clean start 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Another year has slipped by and we have been delighted to see a 
steady growth in watersports activities. With more entrants into 
regattas and events, and 2016 is looming to be an even stronger 
growth rate.

In this edition we revisit and feature more full the destination of our 
first edition Subic Bay, This haven of watersports and theme parks has 
had a phenomenal growth rate with more attractions for tourist to see 
and enjoy.

Like the regattas, organized by SAGS and Subic Sailing, that are on 
the increase in popularity, and the theme parks that are now open, 
like Ocean Adventure, Zoobic Safari, Jest Camp, and a new water 
playground was under construction at the end of Waterfront Road, 
due for completion this March.

We will also be featuring each month a resort that is on the top of our 
list, as the resort to stay at when holidaying in the area. This edition 
we feature La Luz Beach Resort in Laiya Beach San Juan Batangas. A 
stay at this resort will be forever embedded in your good time 
memory. We recommend La Luz whenever you want to stay in this 
area enjoying the pristine waters, and I am sure the only dilemma you 
will face is that of not wanting to leave. 

Enjoy, get active in watersports this year you will be glad you did. 

WHAT’S INSIDE?
2016 Hobie Nationals Championship 4

The Philippine Hobie Challenge  12
Experience

Making for Marinduque  18
 
Drowning Prevention, Lifeguard Training,  24
Lifesaving & Lifesaving Sports 
Development

2016 Punta Fuego Regatta 28

Magic in the Air  34

Speed Surfing 38
 
Destination -SUBIC BAY 32

SEA-EX 2016  66 

Sailing Tips: Mainsail Roller Reefing 72

2016 Cherry Mobile Hobie  74
Challenge

Rolex China Sea Race            Photo by RHKYCLa Luz Beach Resort, page 16

The views expressed and advertisements published in Active Boating & Watersports
are those of the authors and advertisers, and not Rodbar Publishing.

Rodbar Publishing does not accept any liability whatsoever for errors or omissions.
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and there was some exhilarating sailing by most of 
the competitors during each race. 

On completion of the weekend’s events, Taal Lake 
Yacht Club put on a delicious hamburger lunch with 
all the trimmings, washed down by a few swift cold 
ones, to the delight of all. Lunch was followed by 
the awarding of trophies to the winners of the 2016 
Hobie Nationals Championship.

Always and ever present in the winners’ circle were 
Maria and Joe Hagedorn securing Third place, while 
another constant winner Michael Ngu and Boyet 
Magsanay came in Second. Taking the honors for 
2016 were Ridgley Balladares and Richly Magsanay, 
wearing huge winners smiles as they accepted the 
trophies and accolades from all present. 

The day finished on a positive note as all prepared 
to head for home, many looking forward to the 
week long Hobie Challenge in February, and many 
also keen to be part of the Romblon ‘3 Island Challenge’ 
to be held in April.  
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Smurfs at work trimming 
the spinnaker
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The Philippine Hobie Challenge ExperienceThe Philippine Hobie Challenge Experience

Old Friends, New Places:
Dad, me and the sea 
(the oceans and lakes 

as well!)
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The Philippine Hobie Challenge ExperienceThe Philippine Hobie Challenge Experience

What makes the 
Philippine 
Hobie Challenge 
really special 
though is that 
win or lose, you 
feel like you got 
more out of the 
event than 
anything you 
have put into it.

and neither was I! Until one day, he asked me to be 
his partner in one of the races. I say “asked” but
really, the options were either YES or YES! So, I 
basically learned how to sail by getting dragged 
along to the regattas my dad was competing in, but 
all I remember is liking it so much in the end that I 
could not wait for my dad to ask me to sail with him 
once more.

Six years after my first race and I have now
completed the Philippine Hobie Challenge five 
times with my dad. All five times were unique. 
All five times we arrived home, complete with 
sunburn and bruises, yet with the satisfaction of 
having been able to experience the whole thing 
all over again.

Words by 
BIANCA 
GARCIA 
Photographs 
as credited 

magine being on a boat. Looking forward and 
seeing the sky meet the sea. Stretch of water 

for miles and miles. Maybe an island or two in 
the distance. A few sails here and there. Not a 
single roar of a car engine. Urbanity is nothing but 
a distant background. This is what I think of 
when I think about the Philippine Hobie Challenge.

My dad has been taking my family out 
sailing ever since I was a little kid. And 
I still remember the first time he took 
me out to the open water. Through 
the years, I have sailed with my dad 
for fun (which pretty much meant 
me sitting on the boat as he did all 
the work). He wasn’t complaining, 

I
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LegTwo-’15

What makes me personally love sailing, and I am 
sure other sailors would say the same, is the idea 
that you are being powered by forces that you cannot 
even see --- the wind and the current. Nature working 
together to power you on as you sail. It is a sport
of noticing the invisible and being one with your 
surroundings.

The Philippine Hobie Challenge, organized by the 
Philippine Inter-Island Sailing Foundation, Inc. 
(PHINSAF) which my dad happens to be a member 
of, is a weeklong event full of every experience you 
can possibly think of. It’s not just sailing. It’s more 
than sailing! The fact that the route changes every 
year takes you to places unimaginable. One night 

you are sleeping in a beautiful resort, and the next, 
you are in a tent camping out under the stars. Bugs 
and what not! You make new friends from all over 
the map and from different countries, and catch up 
with old friends that you have not seen nor spoken 
to since the year before. This makes for new
perspectives, new conversations, and new memories 
each and every day.

What makes the Philippine Hobie Challenge really 
special though is that win or lose, you feel like you 
got more out of the event than anything you have 
put into it. Each of the race days finish in a different 
but equally beautiful island from the day before, 
with welcome drinks, great food, and even better 
company.

Me and Dad getting our Hobie cat readyMe and Dad getting our Hobie cat readyMe and Dad in actionMe and Dad during PHC ‘12
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It is an event that forges friendships between the 
teams competitors from experiencing together, any 
and all conditions that the day decides to bring. The 
second your feet touch land after the race, you
instantly forget that these people around you are 
your competitors.

I remember arriving in Guimaras after the 4th leg 
of PHC ’14 after 5 hours, 10 foot waves, almost 30 
knots of wind and 2 capsizes. I was exhausted, but 
I clearly remember hearing everyone exchanging 
stories of what they went through that day and it 
made me feel so much better. Imagine having, say, 
40 or more people there to congratulate you, help 
you adjust your rig, give you advice, eat, drink and 
laugh with you after a long and grueling sailing session. 
If that’s not rewarding, I don’t know what is! And 
being the youngest one most of the time, I was 
proud of what I have accomplished.

Besides the camaraderie that naturally forms between 
the competitors, participating in outreach activities 
that the foundation carries out never fails to put a 
smile on everyone’s faces. This is why my dad and I 
look forward to every February/March knowing we 
get to practice the sport we love together with others 
who share the same passion as we do.

So imagine being on a boat, looking forward where 
the sky meets the sea, as water stretch for miles and 
miles, maybe a couple other sails in the distance but 
not a single roar of a car engine or the metropolis 
in the distant background. Imagine making tons 
of new friends and discovering new and beautiful 
places. Imagine giving back and helping people who 
need it most. Now imagine doing all of that with 
your Dad. No words can describe it! You have to
experience it for yourself!

About the author

Bianca is currently taking up her graduate studies 
abroad and fondly looks back at her sailing adventures 
with her dad. She can’t wait to return home to
explore and brave the open waters of the Philippine 
Islands once again!

Bianca’s dad, Monchu, is the president of Rayomar 
Management, Inc. whose trading subsidiary, Rayomarine 
Inc. is the exclusive distributor of Hobie Cats in the 
Philippines. For more information about Hobie Cats, 
you may visit www.rayomarine.com or call +632 752 
2528 and email info@rayomarine.com.

If you want to have your very own Philippine Hobie 
Challenge experience, visit www.hobiechallenge.ph or 
get in touch with the PHINSAF Secretariat at admin@
philhobie.ph or +632 587-2201 to know more! We 
look forward to sailing with you all soon! 
 

Malapascua (start of PHC ’14)

Virgin Island PHC ‘14 Monchu and Bianca
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estled in a beautiful tropical setting, where 
the pristine waters of Laiya Beach, San 

Juan, Batangas, lap at the golden sands, is the rustic, 
relaxing La Luz Beach Resort. A place that is full of 
fun, frivolity, peace and serenity all rolled into one. 
A place you wish you did not have to leave to return 
to the daily grind of working, a place where you will 
want to return again and again to wash away  all the 
stress of city living.

La Luz Beach Resort has everything to make your 
next holiday truly memorable, from the friendliest, 
staff making your stay totally relaxing, To the variety 
of watersport activities on offer take time to have a 
massage in one of the tasteful  nipa huts lining the 
beach to start your day. So easy to relax here just 
take your time and plan your day of relaxation, or 
why even bother planning just sit back relax, put 
your feet up and go with the flow, breathing in the 
exhilarating freshness coming in off the beach. 

Watersports at the resort cater for everybody’s
individual needs from kayaking, snorkeling, sailing, 
windsurfing to just a relaxing swim in the pristine 
waters lapping at the shore of the best resort in 
Laiya Beach.   

Not only is La Luz one of the best resorts we have 
had the pleasure to visit and stay at, the resort is 
also environmentally conscious, and everything 
about the resort from the comfortable rooms to 
beaches is designed to protect the environment and 
in February this year they have  the seeding of the 
giant clams, as another project to protect the marine 
environment.

All the rooms fixtures and fittings are made from 
native woods and bamboo , which not only gives a 
relaxing rustic feel to the rooms but is also protecting 
our forests. 

The chef and his staff go out of their way producing
a daily menu that would delight even the most
discerning palate.

When you want to get away from the hustle and 
bustle of Manila and don’t want to spend all your 
holiday time traveling, and all your holiday budget 
on accommodation, then the ultimate choice is La Luz 
Beach Resort a mere 3 hour drive from Manila. 

N

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited

in February 
this year they 
have the 
seeding of the 
giant clams, 
as another 
project to 
protect the 
marine 
environment.

LuzLa
BEACH RESORT

RESORT of the MONTH
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Luz

LA LUZ BEACH RESORT   Brgy. Hugom San Juan, Batangas, Philippines 

CONTACT US: Trunkline: (02) 726-6687 with local nos. 103 / 106 / 108 / 109 / 110 / 113
Resort wireless Manila landline nos.: 994-7656 / 994-7667, 806-7581 / 806-7667   Website: http://laluzbeachresort.com
Globe/TM: 0916-258-8309 / 0927-805-3484   Smart/TNT: 0920-603-8814 / 0998-338-7111

It ’s  not just a resort ,  it ’s  a way of  l i fe .     

SPACIOUS ROOMS I  FUN ACTIVITIES I  DAY TOURS I  PRISTINE WATERS I  GOLDEN SAND BEACH I  FAMILY FRIENDLY
for TEAM BUILDING I  COMPANY OUTING I  CONFERENCES I  CONCERTS I  SPORTS COMPETITION I  EVENTS & PARTIES

P1-27 ABW MAR 2016.indd   17 3/5/2016   3:16:39 PM



18

MarinduqueMarinduque
cruise in company organized by the Puerto 
Galera Yacht club has helped to put the 

island of Marinduque on the “must see” list for sailors 
cruising the Philippines.

Recently, nine yachts joined forces to make the passage 
from Puerto Galera to Marinduque, with an optional 
overnight stop in the bay at Laiya, which is home to 
an up market resort on the Luzon coast. 

The total distance for the four to five day cruise,
depending on stopovers, was a little over 100
nautical miles and offered a choice of passages
on either the Luzon or the Mindoro side of Verde
Island. Naturally at south-east monsoon time there’s 
some windward slogging on the way out from Puerto 
Galera but it’s an easy down hill slide home.

The best Marinduque landing point is at Balacanan, 
a stunningly beautiful bay which is home to the
island’s busy ferry terminal and also provides a
seriously safe anchorage for visiting yachts and offers 
easy access to the shore facilities. The harbor and
anchorage should be noted as a good typhoon shelter.

The Virgin Mary 
is Marinduque’s 
patroness as the 

giant statue the ferry 
terminal suggests.

A

Making for

The town gets 
top marks from 
visitors for its 
cleanliness, 
choice of shops 
and restaurants 
and a distinct 
lack of tourist 
hordes.

Words by 
ALAN SOLEY
Photographs 

as credited
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MarinduqueMarinduque
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On arrival night, the some 40 sailors who joined the 
Maninduque adventure were treated royally by the 
locals, who helped put on a BBQ near the pier and 
offered traditional welcoming songs followed by a 
night of beer and karaoke.

The shore excursion part of the rally included
picturesque 15 kilometer jeepney ride to the town 
of Boac, the island’s capital. 

Boac is a tourist attraction in itself with its restored 
cathedral come fortress dating back to the 17th 
century and days of Moro pirate raids.  Many of 
the town streets are lined with beautiful old Filipino 
style ancestral houses, complete with carved wooden 
facades and original capiz-shell windows.  

The town gets top marks from visitors for its cleanliness, 
choice of shops and restaurants and a distinct lack of 

The anchorage 
offers great scenery 
and flat calm water 
but be prepared to 
hose some bottom 
sludge off the 
anchor chain.

The locals are super friendly but poverty is 
often just around the corner.

Rally organizer Colin McLean (left) and the crews dined well on the shore excursion at Boac.

Rows of 18th cen-
tury ancestral home 
take the visitors on 
a trip back in time. 
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tourist hordes. A favorite eatery is Kasina Sa Plaza 
which claims to be the home of authentic Marinduque 
food. Rally participants voted the Spanish paella 
their favorite.

The island is also home to spectacular cave system. 
The Bathala caves and subterranean river near Santa 
Cruz are said to be a mystical repository for psychic 
power.

So popular was this event that the cruising community 
of Puerto Galera is in the process of formalizing its 
rally side of sailing and hopes to offer a calendar of 
rally style events during 2016. 

The only casualty of the rally was a participant’s 
drowned mobile phone which was put down to the 
San Miguel factor. However, it is unlikely that there 
will ever to be such a thing as a “dry” rally. 

Club Commodore, John 
Hyndman, presented 

one of the senior
 Barangay councilors 
with a Puerto Galera 
Yacht Club pennant.

PGYC cruisers loved 
the Kasina Sa Plaza 
restaurant housed in 
an historic wooden 
building the town 
center.

Age was no barrier, the three man crew of Mike Tucker’s cruising yacht 
Tayana Lady had a combined age of more than 215 years. Proof that 
age and experience beats youth and enthusiasm. Pictured is former 
PGYC Commodore Tony Stephens (left ) and author Alan Solley.

Traditional fishing 
villages on the shore 
offer a treat for 
photographers.
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Drowning Prevention, Lifeguard Training, Lifesaving 
and Lifesaving Sports Development

Drowning Prevention, Lifeguard Training, Lifesaving 
and Lifesaving Sports Development
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ost have no idea of how much effort is 
done behind the scenes in regards to 

Drowning prevention and Lifesaving, over the last 
year I have had the opportunity to discuss this matter 
with Mr. Roger Bound, an Australian Ex-pat and 
previous Lifesaver (Voluntary lifeguard) in Australia 
who migrated to the Philippines in the mid 1980’s 
and has spent a great deal of time and effort on 
Drowning prevention in the Province of Zambales, 
situated in North Western Luzon.

I first met Roger at the Lighthouse Marina Resort
in Subic Freeport whilst covering the 2014
Hobie Nationals, he was there doing a Lifesaving
demonstration with a group of Zambales youths and 
girls whom his organization had trained in Aquatic 
Rescue techniques.

M The Philippines 
is one of the 
countries that 
falls into the 
highest category 
of world 
drowning 
incidents at 
greater than 3.9 
per 100,000, or 
in number terms 
around 40,000 
or more 
annually.

Words by 
BARRY 
DAWSON
Photographs 
as credited

Since then I have continued to keep abreast of 
what his organization, Zambales Lifesaving Inc. has 
been doing with in drowning prevention, lifeguard 
training and lifesaving sports, recently he sent me 
information on the World Convention on Drowning 
Prevention which was held in Penang Malaysia, with 
assistance from a number of people, including the 
Congresswoman for 2nd. District of Zambales, Hon. 
Cheryl Deloso-Montalla, the Zambales Resort Owners 
Association, Rama Beach, Villa Kiana Inn, Crystal 
Beach Resort and Broadwater Marine he was able
to attend the conference for the first time as
representative for Zambales Lifesaving Inc. a non-
stock, non-profit Corporation that supports Drowning 
Prevention and the training of qualified lifeguards in 
Zambales and now also Pampanga, such training is 

Drowning Prevention, Lifeguard Training, Lifesaving 
and Lifesaving Sports Development

Drowning Prevention, Lifeguard Training, Lifesaving 
and Lifesaving Sports Development
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done under the supervision of the Philippine Coast 
Guard, who under RA-9993 are the controlling body 
of Lifeguards in the Philippines.

The World Conference on Drowning Prevention, 
held every two years is a joint program of the
International Lifesaving Society and the World 
Health Organization to assess and share all information 
on drowning and drowning prevention accumulated 
during the previous 2 years.

When one looks at the statistics available, it is mind 
boggling just how many people drown annually 
throughout the world, according to the published 
figures of the conference, 372,000 people die from 
drowning every year. The Philippines is one of the 
countries that falls into the highest category of world 
drowning incidents at greater than 3.9 per 100,000, 
or in number terms around 40,000 or more annually, 

a number of these are caused by calamities, such 
as typhoons and flooding but a large number occur 
during recreational and family activities such as 
swimming, boating. 

The vision of Zambales Lifesaving Inc. to lessen 
these numbers, especially in regards to children, 
when asked how this can be done, Mr. Bound replied, 
a tremendous amount can be done towards drown 
prevention, by just making people, especially children 
and their parents aware of the possible dangers
and how to spot dangers and how to deal with 
emergencies.

This summer we are planning a pilot program 
named “Swim Safe – 2016”, with the following 
Zambales Resorts, Palmera Garden Beach Resort, 
in Iba, Rama International Beach Resort in Botolan, 
Villa Kiana Inn in San Narciso and the Lighthouse 
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Marina Resort in SBMA, we have contacted some 
private organizations and local Government units to also 
assist to cover the costs involved. We will be inviting 
elementary school children, 10 years old and below, 
as these are one of the highest risk groups, along 
with one parent to attend two days of drowning
prevention instruction, these are not swimming lessons 
to say, they are survival lessons, which will include 
things such as, if you are not a trained rescuer,  “reach 
or throw, but never go”, we will also be teaching
these children how to float, so that if they ever 
encounter a situation of being out of their depth, 
they can float and call for help rather than panic, 
which generally leads to drowning. We will of course 
also be speaking a lot on dangers in and around the 
home and how to eliminate these. Hopefully this will 
also lead to these children and their parents wishing 
to learn to swim properly.

Crystal Beach Resort is also one of the best examples 
of aquatic safety for their customers with state of 
the art equipment and trained lifeguards always on 
duty.

Last year we had our first request to train lifeguards 
for only swimming pool deployment, this request 
came from Villa Alfredo’s Resort in Balite, City of 
San Fernando in Pampanga province. So basically if 
requested and feasible we will train wherever there is 
a need to improve water safety awareness.

Thank you Barry Dawson and Active Boating and 
Watersports magazine for your interest in drowning 
prevention, lifesaving and lifesaving sports, your 
support means a lot to us as it allows us to publically 
recognize those who assist us in our quest for a safer 
and drown free Zambales. 
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2016 Punta Fuego Regatta2016 Punta Fuego Regatta
It got to the 
point that 
all camera 
equipment 
was wrapped 
in plastic and 
stowed away 
safely as the 
boat bounced 
its way through 
the increasing 
turbulence of 
the waves.

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs
 as credited 
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2016 Punta Fuego Regatta2016 Punta Fuego Regatta
he 2016 sailing calendar got under way with 
some excellent sailing at Punta Fuego Yacht 

Club on the weekend of 30th and 31st of January 
with good winds and some excellent sailing. Race 
official Jerry Rollin got things underway with a skippers 
briefing on the first morning outlining because of 
prevailing wind conditions the race to Fortune Island 
would be held on the following day instead of 
the usual first day. After the meeting it was time 
to launch the boats and sail out to the start line in 
readiness for a good day of racing.

The winds, although slightly low were still good 
enough to get everyone of to a smooth and vigorous 
start, which also seen a couple of capsizes early in 

the day. Competing in this year’s event were in the 
cruising class there was David wheeler and crew in 
Freewheeler, Tony Ang and crew in Mee Mee and Floy 
with Jack Po and crew. In the Hobies there was Joel 
Mejarito and Rubim Cruz Jr., Michael Ngu and Boyet 
Magsanay, Ridgely Balladares and Richly Magsanay, 
Maria and Joe Hagedorn, Eddie Legarda and Edwin 
Lucero, Monchu and Diego Garcia, Andy Aguila and 
Zoren Boyano, Dennis Cruz and Arnel Ornales, Jose 
Sehwani and Sara Black Roman Azanza and Denise 
Celdran. The second race finished at the Terrazas De 
Punta Fuego, where a delicious luncheon was served 
on the dinning terrace overlooking the bay of Punta 
Fuego. The winds had picked up to ensure an exciting 
completion to the first days racing. 

T
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The Saturday evening was spent at the main club-
house of The Punta Fuego Yacht Club, where a delicious 
buffet dinner was served, during which Jerry Rollin 
gave a short speech on the following days events. 
  
The Sunday’s events started with stronger winds, 
with the main race to Fortune Island. All boats got 
away to a very brisk stark which again seen a couple of 
early capsizes, the winds were stronger and steadily 
increased as the race got away in earnest. The media 
boat photographed the start of the race then headed 
out to Fortune Island the capture the competitors 
as they raced to the marker at the island. The water 
was getting very choppy and some very exciting racing 
was seen by all. After the last of the competitors 
rounded the marker the media boat started to head 
back to the marina in very choppy seas. It got to 
the point that all camera equipment was wrapped in 
plastic and stowed away safely as the boat bounced 
its way through the increasing turbulence of the 
waves, finally arriving at the marina all on board had 
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received a thorough drenching and alighted at the 
pier soaking wet but full of smiles.

A Buffet Luncheon was served at the Marina club 
house after which the awards and presentations 
were made to the applause and accolades of all 
present. The overall results after two days of vigorous 
sailing competition, fun and comradeship were, In 
the Hobie Open Class Joel Mejarito and Rubim Cruz 
Jr. showed how it was done by taking out first place, 
Micheal Ngu and Boyet Magsanay second, while 
Ridgely Balladares and Richly Magsanay secured 
third place. In the Masters 16 Division the ever
consistent Michael Ngu and Boyet Magsanay
secured the top spot, with Maria and Joe Hagedorn 
second and Monchu and Diego Garcia a comfortable 
third. In the Cruising Class David Wheeler and crew 
took the honors while Floy came in second and Mee 
Mee third.

The weekend culminated in another excellent event 
being held at Club Punta Fuego. With all looking 
forward to more events at this beautiful Yacht Club 
at Punta Fuego.   
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very now and then there is a person who 
flits into your life and leaves an indelible 

impression, even though often the timing is trivial 
and inconsequential. At other moments the timing 
seems immaculate and almost ordained, as it slips 
into place amid a set of circumstances beyond your 
control. Somehow, in a flash, life is like a butterfly 
alighting for a moment in the sun and the limelight, 
only to get caught in a sudden breeze and whisked 
away along the path from there to here in anonymity. 
A short encounter, a memorable meeting, a chance 
crossing of paths, a casual conversation with a person 
you have known for some time. Often it is the
outpouring of a life journey, a potted vision of a person’s 
view of themselves unraveled in a story with no
beginning and no end. Indeed life is a veritable 
cocktail of color and chaos, pomp and circumstance, 
a mishmash of encounters and incidents.

On occasion an encounter is a defining moment that 
will literally change your vision of your world. The 
meeting with Juanio Tayag was one of these.

*** *** ***

E

Words by 
BRUCE CURRAN

Photographs
 as credited 

We were near 
the edge of 
the reef, and 
maintained 
the sail to try 
and push us 
across the 
last few feet. 
We bounced 
along slowly, 
but could 
not clear the 
danger.

MAGIC IN THE AIR

Dimakya Island
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Bruce’s 43 foot Cape North
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Cape North

Heading for 
disaster on 

a reef

Large banca like this came to our rescue

Crystal clear waters in Coron area

Sunset off Busuanga
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Sailing off Busuanga Island 
in Palawan

“Turn now, the reef is dead ahead!” the squawking 
voice relayed. I turned to starboard, and headed up 
towards the wind.

“You’ll have to go higher than that!” the devilish 
voice insisted.

“Impossible” I informed him.

I edged up into the wind as best I could, but the
coloration of the reef below the surface loomed
ominously like a magnet. The path of the boat 
headed straight for the shallow waters. There was no 
room to maneuver, and the bow of the boat headed 
into the inevitable.

“We are going to hit the reef” came the whining
reminder.

The engine-less 43 foot sailboat drifted slowly but 
surely onto the last few feet of the reef.

We were near the edge of the reef, and maintained 
the sail to try and push us across the last few feet. 
We bounced along slowly, but could not clear the 
danger. The wind was rising, and I now had an 
ominous vision. With another falling tide, a boisterous 
sea, and an increasing wind the boat would topple 
on its side and fill with water. The boat was doomed 
to sinking. It was time to abandon ship.

John, my Dutch boat partner, was more positive 
and remained on deck. I went below and started to 
pack things to take off the boat. But was at a loss 
about where to begin and what to take? I began to 
pack absurd things and thought of leaving it all in 
desperation. I was resigning myself to the fate of a 
gracious sailboat that had previously carried me so 
far for so long. I felt sad at its demise, but my glum 
numbness did not prevent me packing automatically 
and mechanically.

A large banca boat appeared and the boatman started 
to direct rescue operations. He attached lines, and 
placed another banca at the other end of the boat. 
The task was futile. The wind was still building, and 
the boat started to keel over on its side like an injured 
elephant, rolling in the hissing sea, as the waves
caressed its sides, and splashed water on the wetted 
timber decks. So this was how a beached whale felt, 
succumbing to the motions of the waters around it, 
yet helpless to dictate any action on its own.

The man on the large banca shouted some instructions, 
and its motor revved up noisily. I then noticed that 
the boatman was clearly an experienced sea-goer, 
and a true seafarer. His boat carried an enormous 
engine, and the power was evident in the deep 

growl as he powered it up, and struck out for the 
open water.

Our yacht ‘Cape North’ miraculously edged forward 
and started to drag towards the open sea. She 
slipped gracefully forward, and suddenly was free 
and floating upright. I stood mouth agape, and 
looked deep into the eyes of the banca man. His 
amazing determination, astute seamanship and 
powerful boat had done its task. A tear came to my 
eye, and a quivering smile. I yelped with delight and 
danced the dance of rescue on the open deck.

Juanio Tayag is his name, and his boat carries a 175 
horsepower Mitsubishi engine. He towed us to a 
safe anchorage and stood by while we laid out the 
anchor. Twice we dragged anchor, and twice he
re-towed us to suitable space. When the anchor 
was well dug in, he took us ashore and looked after 
us, and ferried us to and fro for the three days we 
stayed in Coron town.

Steeped in my crass urban westernized ways, I offered 
him cash for his assistance, to which he simply 
looked me in the face and said “You would help me 
if I were in trouble at sea, wouldn’t you?” He knew I 
would, and I nodded in agreement.

I owed him a debt of gratitude, and wondered what 
I could do in return. He had judged me amiably but 
I finally managed to get him to accept some high 
quality rope, originally from Hong Kong, for use 
with his banca. The only local rope is nasty blue 
polypropylene, which is horrible to handle. At least 
I felt good, knowing he had the best line in town, 
which would add to his seafaring skills. It is always 
great at any level to use top grade materials for 
your occupation. Here in the Philippines most 
people don’t have the means to obtain top grade 
materials, but instead become adept at using the 
materials available, which is of course the way it is 
in most places of the tropical world.

Juanio & Baby Tayag, live in Coron town, are brilliant 
seafarers and operate their large banca as a boat 
for visitors and tourists, decked out appropriately. 
Bench seats and a sun canopy offer comfort for
fast passages with the massive 175HP Mitsubishi
engine strapped in the guts of the boat. A couple of 
weeks would be an ideal outing to circle the whole of 
Palawan, occasionally sleeping on beaches, and the 
rest of the time homing in on beach resorts that are 
scattered throughout the islands. They have already 
done trips of 5 to 6 days, and are knowledgeable 
adventurous folk with a passion for boating. Juanio 
had shown me his seafaring skills when he rescued 
our sailing boat and us, off the coral reef near Coron 
town. He had refused to take paper offerings for his 
efforts, and he remains forever locked in my heart.

P28-41 ABW MAR 2016.indd   37 3/5/2016   3:57:33 PM



38

has a range of up to 11 nautical miles or 20 km. 
Designed by Sashay GmbH, the Hamburg-based 
company’s invention was a big hit at the recent 
Düsseldorf boat show. 

The lightweight carbon fibre/composite construction 
helps the Lampuga to output as much speed as 
possible when planing across the water, and the 
rider controls the board with a hardwired twist 
throttle that also serves to steer the nose. It’s easy! 
Even beginners can be zooming around the bay in 
no time at all.

Eric Noyel, CEO of Asia Marine Services Ltd, has 
tried most water toys on the market, and believes 

Words by 
ASIA MARINE
Photographs as 

credited 

he ‘must-have’ boating toy for next summer! 
The German-designed-and-built electric 

surfboard, currently the fastest on the planet, is now 
available in Asia directly from Asia Marine Yacht Services 
Ltd, who are also the Asia-Pacific distributor. 

More than a surfboard, the Lampuga is perfect for 
cruising in coastal areas, speeding through warm 
and sunny bays, drifting in secluded lagoons or just 
enjoying the most relaxing and quiet bit of sunbathing
ever, far from overcrowded beaches. With a top 
speed of 55 kph, there are few that can keep pace 
with this carbon fibre e-surfboard. Powered by a 52-
volt lithium-ion battery providing between 20 and 
35 minutes of runtime, this easy-to-use water toy 

SPEED SURFING!
T

All my guests 
think this is 
the best toy 
I have ever 
had on the 
yacht, and I 
have yet to 
find anyone 
who couldn’t 
use it.
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that the Lampuga has a lot to offer. “I have been a 
long-term enthusiast of wake boarding, water skiing, 
and surfing. I even own a jetsurf, but found them 
noisy and more difficult to use. The Lampuga ticks 
all the boxes, and it is silent thanks to its electrical 
engine. All my guests think this is the best toy I have 
ever had on the yacht, and I have yet to find anyone 
who couldn’t use it. It is certainly going to bring a lot 
joy and lasting memories for yacht owners and their 
guests, just add water and have fun!”

Safety standards integrated into the Lampuga’s 
structure ensure that everybody and everything on 
and in the vicinity of the board are considered. The 
battery and all motor parts are fitted into a carbon 
fibre/aluminum composite case. The safety leash 
around the leg delivers an emergency power kill 
should the surfer fall off, and (unlike some other 
electric boards) the Lampuga doesn’t have bindings, 
relying instead on a basic anti-slip mat that is
comfortable when you are standing or kneeling on 
the board. The two grab handles on the board’s deck 
provide grip and steering when knee-boarding. 

Lampuga Boost
•  Length: 2.56m (8ft 5in)
•  Width: 0.8m (2ft 7in)
•  Height: 0.16m (6in)
•  Weight: 37.0kg (81.0lb)
•  Battery type: Lithium 51.8 V  capacity 58.8 Ah
•  Speed*: up to 54kph (34mph)
•  Engine power: 15hp
•  Battery duration*: up to 40 minutes
•  Range*: up to 20km (11nm)
•  Charging time: 120 min with standard charging device, 
 60 min with supercharger **
•  Price: from HKD125,000 

Lampuga Air
•  Length: 2.00m (6ft 6in)
•  Width: 0.7m (2ft 3in)
•  Height: 0.15m (5in)
•  Weight: 32.0kg (66.1lb)
•  Battery type: Lithium 51.8 V capacity 52.8 Ah
•  Speed*: up to 47kph (25mph)
•  Engine power: 15hp
•  Battery duration*: up to 40 minutes
•  Range*: up to 20 km (1nm)
•  Charging time: 120 minutes with standard charging device,  
 60 minutes with supercharger**
•  Price: from HKD 100,000 

* Battery duration, speed and range are dependent on various 
factors such as the ride’s speed profile and the driver’s abilities 
and weight.
** The high power charging device is available as additional 
equipment. With the high power charger, charging time is re-
duced to 60 minutes when a 230v/16amp power source is used. 

The Lampuga’s battery charges in two hours with 
the 30-amp charging station (included), or an hour 
with the 60-amp ‘supercharger’. After that, the 
board is designed to be virtually maintenance and 
hassle free. The motor is integrated into the board’s 
structure and is not designed to be owner serviced. 
A bolt-on access panel on the tail lets you inside 
to check and change the jet drive seal should the 
board start taking on water. That’s it.

There are two versions of the Lampuga. The Boost 
is 2.6m in length and weighs around 39kg (86 lb). 
Although this is not a board that you can pack in 
your suitcase, it is the perfect accessory for the 
sports-minded powerboat owner. If space is a
consideration, then the Lampuga Air is the perfect 
alternative, combining the speed and agility of the 
Lampuga Boost with the handiness of a piece of 
luggage. The body of the Air is inflatable - with the 
engine, battery and electrical control systems fitting 
into a 100cm x 50cm x 10cm carbon fibre and
composite case. The body of the board is
easily inflated by a small integrated electric pump, 
and deflating the Air makes it easily transportable 
to absolutely anywhere.  

“Must have!” This sharp, speedy, personal water-
craft is the perfect accessory for any superyacht, 
boat or beach vacation. No matter whether you 
prefer standing, kneeling sitting or lying down, just 
make sure when are you are e-surfing that you do it 
with a dash of James Bond style! 

Side Bar: Surf Talk
To brush up on some surf slang so you don’t sound like a benny 
or a barney on the dawn patrol, click here, Dude! http://www.
surfing-waves.com/surf_talk.htm

About Asia Marine Yacht Services Ltd
Asia Marine Yacht Services Ltd is headquartered in Hong Kong, 
with offices in Thailand, Philippines and Indonesia. Our business 
core ranges through three distinctive yacht activities: 

-  Luxury yacht charter in Hong Kong and South-East Asia, 
 under the brand Riviera Orientale - Yachting Society
-  Fractional / Syndicate Yacht ownership in Asia- Pacific, under   
 the brand Luxury Yacht Share Asia (LYSA)
-  Dealerships:
I. Numarine: Performance motor yachts ranging from 60’ to   
 130’. (Asia-Pacific)    
II. Sunseeker: Global yacht icon, producing finest yachts ranging   
 from 40’ to 155’. (Philippines, Indonesia)
III. Hatteras: Sport fishing & Pleasure yachts (Hong Kong)
IV. Galeon: A European luxury yacht ranging from 30’ to 82’.   
 (Asia-Pacific)
V. William Jet Tender: The world’s leading jet tender specialist  
 (Philippines, Indonesia)
VI. William Jet Tender: The world’s leading jet tender specialist  
 (Philippines, Indonesia)
VII. Lampuga: Luxury water toy, electric powered jet surfboard.  
 (Asia-Pacific)

For general enquiry: info@amysasia.com
Communication team: krisley.santos@amysasia.com
Hotline: +63 917 520 7363

Website: www.amysasia.com
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nyone who spends time in the Philippines 
should check out Subic Bay, a delightful 

bayside precinct only a few hours by road from Manila. 
It has a lot to offer from the variety of its entertainment, 
its sweeping beaches, duty free shopping, sightseeing, 
boating and water sports and food to die for.

Subic Bay is wedged between the Bataan Peninsula 
and Zambales Province, not far from Olongapo City, 
in south western Luzon. Ringed on three sides by 
the rugged Zambales Mountain Range, Subic Bay 
is blessed with the natural resources navies have 
battled over for centuries — an easily defendable, 
secure, deep water harbor with protected anchorage 
for ships of all sizes, including aircraft carriers. From 
a naval perspective it doesn’t get much better than 
that. The Spanish were aware of Subic Bay as early 
as the 1570s but it was 1885 before they established 
the first arsenal and ship repair facility there. Following 
the Spanish-American war in 1898, control of the 
Philippines and Subic Bay was ceded to the Americans 
who took Subic Bay new heights. By the late 1980s 
Subic Bay was the largest U.S. naval facility outside 
of America and home to the U.S. Seventh Fleet. 

One of the most potent strike forces in the world, 
the Seventh Fleet was an American security blanket 
thrown over Asia, the western Pacific and the Indian 
oceans.

But after almost 100 years of American presence, 
Philippine nationalist sentiment was being heard 
within the newly independent senate, now free
of the Marcos yoke: if the base leases were to be
renewed, approval would not be as automatic as it 
had been in the past. In the middle of the protracted, 
and sometimes acrimonious, negotiations Mount
Pinatubo chose to erupt, having lain dormant for 
600 years. This massive volcanic explosion in June 
1991 wiped out the U.S. Air Force base at Clark a 
few kilometers up the highway in Angeles City, from 
which the Americans had evacuated a few days earlier. 
The eruption also dumped thousands and thousands 
of tons of volcanic ash and lahar on the naval base 
at Subic Bay, flattened many buildings, ruined much
of the infrastructure and wrecked the maintenance 
facilities. The Americans were keen to down size 
Subic Bay as the Soviet Union had imploded and 
China was now everybody’s best friend, so the reasons 

A

Words by 
BARRY DAWSON

Photographs as 
credited: 

In addition to 
commercial 
use, Subic 
Bay is also 
one of the 
most popular 
destinations 
for weekend 
visitors from 
Metro Manila.
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Subic Bay Yacht Club with clear sky

SUBIC BAY
DESTINATION
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that under-pinned the American presence were
severely diminished: they would have liked to stay, 
at least in Subic, but not at any price. But with little 
joy from a recalcitrant Philippine government the 
Americans pulled the plug on the country and all 
military bases reverted to Philippine control. The 
last American ship, the USS Belleau Wood, set sail 
from Subic on November 24 1992. And for years the 
bases languished, gathering mothballs, dust and not 
much else. [It is interesting to note that with China 
now flexing its considerable muscle in the South 
China Sea the government here is contemplating an 
American return to Subic.]

Re-Birth

After a series of mis-steps the Subic Bay Freeport 
Zone, (SBFZ), gradually emerged from the chrysalis 
of the former naval base as the first successful case 
of a Philippine military base converted through
‘volunteerism’ into a tax and duty free zone, comparable 
to Singapore and Hong Kong. The comparison with 
Singapore and Hong Kong is not strictly correct but 
the sentiment looks good on paper and helps drum 
up additional business. The area is managed by the 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority, (SBMA), and is 
known more generally as Subic.

The conversion from abandoned base to commercial 
zone was largely achieved through the efforts of one 
man, Richard Gordon, then mayor of Olongapo City, 
aided by some 8,000 city residents. ‘Dick’ Gordon 
and the local citizens worked tirelessly to preserve 
some $8 billion of facilities and property and to protect 
it from the rampant looting that plagued Clark in 
the months following the Americans’ departure. And 
they were, for the most part, successful.

Subic became a model for the transformation of 
former military bases into successful commercial 
ventures. Subic Bay, the Philippines’ first free port, 
continues to be one of the country’s major economic 
engines with more than 700 investment projects, 
and is currently upgrading its port facilities and forging 
closer ties with the Clark Special Economic Zone 
in Mabalacat. The Subic-Clark Corridor, (via the 45 
kilometer Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway), once a 
bastion of western military might, is now the most 
competitive international service and logistics center 
in Southeast Asia. 

But all work and no play make for a dull life. So Subic 
has evolved into a popular weekend destination for 
those keen to escape the noise, the pollution and 
the traffic in Manila for a day or two of sun, sand, 
sailing, swimming and sightseeing. Attractions include Subic naval station covered in ashfall and lahar

at the height of Mt. Pinatubo’s eruptionSU
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several beaches, an underwater aquarium, jungle 
survival tours, racing, duty free shopping, and, as 
might be expected from its location, Subic is awash 
with water sports activities.

Far from being simply a haven for weekend visitors 
from the capital, Subic Bay is also a premier holiday 
destination for visitors from all over the world. They 
come for its pristine beaches, first rate amenities 
and friendly service. In fact the waters and beaches 
of Subic feature attractions for all types of folk:
kilometers of fine sand and placid waters for beach 

lovers and picnickers, spectacular corals and under-
water fauna for divers and snorkelers, mysterious 
sunken wrecks for history buffs, and even choice 
spots for a relaxing afternoon of fly fishing. But 
there’s more to Subic Bay than its sun-drenched 
shores. 

The foothills of the Zambales Mountain Range has 
given Subic lush tracts of preserved tropical forest, 
which have become favored venues for eco-tourism
activities and extreme sports events. The U.S. 
Marines honed their jungle survival skills in these 
mountains, trained by local indigenous people, the 
Aeta, who have learned to live in harmony with their 
natural environment. These days, the forest trails of 
Subic echo with the awed murmurs of tourists and 
visitors who come for some serious communing with 
centuries-old trees, crystal clear brooks and one of 
the most extensive collections of animals found in 
the country. The triple-canopied rainforest, one of 
the few remaining in the country, teem with colorful 
birds, butterflies, bats, monkeys, lizards and many 
other creatures. Visitors can see them in their natural 
habitat, or come face-to-face with them in well 
maintained animal zoos and sanctuaries, another 
prime attraction of Subic Bay. 

WHAT TO SEE AND DO

Recreational facilities provide many options for athletic 
activities and outdoor adventures; all kinds of water 
sports, from yachting to parasailing to windsurfing; 
as well as riding stables, ball courts, golf courses 
and firing ranges. There’s also boot camp right in 
the middle of the jungle if you’re up to it. Any one 
bored at Subic, is not really trying.

Tourists trekking the forest trails of Subic
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Dolphins at the 
Ocean Adventure 

park
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Ocean Adventure

Ocean Adventure was the first Marine Park and 
aquarium in the Philippines and is superbly located 
on the shores of Subic Bay with a towering rainforest as 
the backdrop. The adventure park sets out to delight, 
entertain and teach visitors about marine life
and the environment through shows, exhibits and
programs that allow visitors to interact with the 
park’s more charismatic sea creatures.

Watch sea lions flip-flop around in the bizarre,
ungainly dance that endears these mammals to 
an enchanted audience, or look on as they display 
their intelligence, if not their sense of aesthetics, by 
wielding a paintbrush or two in an often passable 
imitation of the more outré movements in modern 

art. Sea lions are recognized as fierce protectors of 
the environment and Ocean Adventure has formed 
a Sea Lion Marine Patrol to help these adorable, 
very large seals in their quest to clean the oceans. 
Watch the sea lions put on an action packed, light 
hearted show and please give some thought to how 
we can all do more to protect Philippine coastal waters. 
There are four entertaining and enlightening shows 
each day.

Six different species of whale and dolphin live in 
huge natural lagoons at the park and these intelligent, 
sensitive mammals with their angelic smiles have 
long held a powerful fascination for young and old 
alike. The new Dolphin Tales presentation at Ocean 
Adventure is packed with action, good humor,
fascinating information, and a very important
conservation message. Spectators learn about these 
gentle souls of the ocean while being thrilled by 
their grace, agility and power. Swim, dive, or hang 
out with dolphins in shallow waters and experience 
the thrill of having just met a new friend for life. 

At the Turtle and Shark Adventure visitors can feed 
and touch some of the residents of the natural
marine life lagoon including black tip reef sharks, 
rescued sea turtles, voracious jack fish, and a color-
ful array of tropical fish. During the encounter
program, divers interact with sharks, turtles and jack 
fish in their underwater environment which often 
leads to a new respect for the needs of all marine 
creatures.

SU
B
IC

 B
AY

Zoobic Safari

P42-65 ABW MAR 2016.indd   48 3/5/2016   4:01:06 PM



49

P42-65 ABW MAR 2016.indd   49 3/5/2016   4:01:10 PM



50

Cup and spoon made 
from Bamboo

There are many magnificent attractions at Ocean 
Adventure; get along there as soon as possible. 

Zoobic Safari

Zoobic Safari, part of the Residence Inn chain of zoo 
and resort businesses, is set in a 25 hectare park that 
offers a great experience for visitors of all ages.
Scattered throughout the park is a wide range of 
habitats that reflect the terrain, streams and grass-
lands that provide food and shelter to all manner of 
creatures great and small. 

From the safety of a secure vehicle, and under the 
protective gaze of the safari guides, visitors can 
watch full-sized Siberian tigers on the prowl in their 
natural environment. Look on as these splendid 
carnivores, the biggest of the big cats, playful and 
affectionate at times, make short work of whatever 
is tossed over the fence for dinner: it’s an experience 
not to be missed, and the kids might also learn 
some table manners. 

At Croco Loco there’s a pit containing over 200
crocodiles. Walk across the steel grated walkway 
with the snapping monsters directly underneath, 
more or less hoping that someone might fall. Or 
dangle a quarter chicken from a fishing pole and 
watch as the crocs leap up and snatch it from the 
line in their powerful jaws. After that, amble along 
to the Crocodile Café and snack on some tasty 
goodies from the pens next door while listening 
to Elton John belt out Crocodile Rock, just kidding 
folks. And despite the rumors, crocodile does not 
taste like chicken, it has a more subtle flavor.
 
Within the Serpentarium, amid all the snakes and 
reptiles slithering around there’s enough venom to 
wipe out a small town or, if harvested, the antidote 
to save it. There are snakes from around the world 
from the simple king snake to huge pythons and 
boa constrictors from the jungles of South America. 
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Crystal clear brook at 
Pamulaklakin
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Scurrying for safety around dinner time are lizards, 
iguanas, monitor lizards, turtles, and other cold-
blooded reptiles. 

Drive into the sanctuary of farm and exotic animals 
such as wild boars, potbelly pigs and guinea fowls 
as they go about their lives, untroubled by the human 
presence. Wild ostriches roam free here and many 
times will run alongside the car; some of these guys 
have been known to want a closer look at your
vehicle, even to the point of pecking at the
window, (which should always remain closed within 
the park). Or perhaps life inside is not all its cracked 
up to be and these guys just want out. 

Travel the Aeta Trail to see an authentic Aeta village 
featuring their homes and cooking areas. These native 
Filipino people treat visitors to a very entertaining 
tribal show, which includes the butterfly and war 
dances. Marvel at the amazing gymnastic ability of 
the dancers as they perform the monkey dance and 
catapult up a tree. 

As a fitting end to a day at this wonderland of animals, 
cradle a tiger cub, feel it squirm and feed it from a bottle. 
How about holding an iguana or maybe a python? Zoobic 
Safari offers these opportunities to touch and hold trained 
animals and quickly learn why many people devote their 
life to animal and wildlife care and protection.  

Pamulaklakin Forest Trail

Pamulaklakin means a place or thing that is blooming. 
And the Pamulaklakin Forest Trail is in full bloom 

year round, a cornucopia of rich, natural flora set 
amongst grasping bamboo stands and sweeping 
river views. The indigenous Aeta are guardians of 
the trail and welcome sightseers with a dance that 
evokes jungle survival followed by an unlikely comedy 
routine. It’s a bit mystifying to someone known for 
his clumsiness, but there is a quick demonstration 
of how to carve a spoon, fork and cup from bamboo 
using only a machete, cooking rice in bamboo stems 
and lighting a fire without matches. Not the sort of 

An Aeta native doing bamboo demonstration

Vasco’s Marine Museum
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Entrance to JEST Camp
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thing that’s likely to come in handy too often in a 
five star hotel, but one never knows.

Vasco’s Resort & Museum

Vasco’s sprung from one of those fateful moments 
when something somebody said “seemed like a 
good idea at the time”. In this case it was, and remains 
so, as Vasco’s is now the perfect Subic Bay getaway. 
As a comfortable, spacious and well managed resort 
with a 24 hour restaurant Vascos has all the facilities 
expected of a successful beach resort and the service 
to go with it. 

Vascos houses the Marine Museum with themed
exhibitions showcasing an extensive collection 
of underwater finds from as far back as the Ming
Dynasty, all of which were plucked from the water when 
it was legal to do so. In strategically placed  display 
cases there’s a stunning assembly of historical

artefacts from Spanish galleons and other craft that 
came to grief in Philippine waters in an earlier
millennium. These marine treasures were harvested 
over 35 years by Brian Homan, an Australian diver 
and treasure hunter who, with his wife, owns Vasco’s. 
Given pride of place is a Buddha statuette Brian
recovered from an officer’s cabin on the Japanese 
seaplane tender, Akitsushima, sunk in the Philippines 
in 1944. Brian has never sought to profit from his 
finds and, once they’ve been catalogued, his ‘sunken’ 
treasure is displayed in the museum and the resort 
to be enjoyed and marvelled over by visitors and locals. 

Nowadays Brian prefers to put things back. One of 
his projects was to make replica cannon which were 
then sunk in shallow-ish waters of the bay to form 
an artificial reef. The counterfeit cannon attracted 
barnacles and oysters after a few months and, in the 
future, divers will look upon the shoals of tropical 
fish swarming over Brian’s artificial reef and praise 

Colorful bird at JEST Camp Survival demo at JEST Camp
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Trail leading up to
 Hill 394, a bird 
watcher’s haven
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his foresight. Poor health has slowed Brian a bit 
and he’s now content to let his wife run the whole 
shebang, while he sits in his favorite spot in the 
restaurant regaling new and old friends with tales 
of derring-do from his swashbuckling days. Do 
make a point of going to see him when in Subic—
he’s almost a national treasure and is a legend 
among divers.

JEST Camp

The JEST Camp, (Jungle Environment Survival 
Training), is no laughing matter: it’s a wildlife and 
bird sanctuary and a training camp rolled into 
one. In addition to some serious bird watching, or 
‘twitching’ for the pedantic, the camp offers four 
main activities each of which has a higher degree 
of difficulty.

These range from the ‘Camp Craft Adventure’ 
which is a day long trek to the splendid Boton Falls 
while qualified guides explain the various flora and 
fauna encountered plus some rudimentary survival 
techniques. The ‘Goliath Swing’ is the camp’s most 
popular and spectacular activity where riders are 
raised 30 feet above ground. A cord is released, the 
G-forces strengthen as riders hurtle earthwards before 
the massive cables bite and swing the riders out, high 
over the valley below. The swing is perhaps not the 
best activity to join immediately after lunch.

The ‘Aerial Adventure Walk’ brings back memories 
of Tarzan swinging from vine to vine as he traversed 
the African jungle, but on a less ambitious scale. 
Visitors move from treetop platform to treetop platform 
via wobbly bridges, tightropes and swings by such 
wonders as the Burma Bridge, Monkey Vines, Jacobs 
Ladder and the Cargo Net — all of which are made 
from rope. 

Most challenging is the overnight ‘Hunter Gatherer 
Adventure’ which is a fast moving trek with minimal 
equipment through the wilderness where adventurers 
are taught to forage, camp in the open, live off the 
land and start a fire using friction. Not, perhaps, 
for the faint hearted but this activity will enable 
trekkers to test their mettle against the jungle and 
match fitness with like minded outdoor enthusiasts.

Each activity allows participants to push themselves 
outside their comfort zone and maybe to confront 
a few personal demons in the process. Before
embarking on the JEST adventures please check 
out the JEST website for a list of costs, terms and 
conditions and, more importantly, clothing and 
equipment requirements.

Fort Wint

The fort, named after Brigadier General Theodore J. 
Wint, formed part of the Manila Harbor - Subic Bay 
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Fort Wint on 
Grande island
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defence parameter when commissioned between 
1907 and 1920. It is located on Grande Island about 
56km from Manila at the entrance to Subic Bay and 
was once a heavily fortified and armed bastion. It 
became obsolete after a few years and was decom-
missioned long before the outbreak of hostilities 
in December 1941. Most of the armaments were 
dismantled during the 1960s; however, a battery of 
6-inch guns from Battery Hall remain in place atop 
the fortress walls, more for tourism and photography 
purposes than shooting at anything. Grande Island 
is today better known for its walkways and delightful 
views than any hostile intentions.

Hill 394

For the sedate traveler, there are spectacular views 
to be had from any of the numerous vantage 
points in the city such as Hill 394, Subic Bay’s most 
popular peak. Picnickers can find ideal spots for a 
leisurely meal in one of the many picnic groves. 
Or those up to the challenge can wend their way 
to the summit through labyrinthine paths woven 
through the dense undergrowth. Hill 394 is a bird 
watcher’s haven and is listed as one of the top 13 
sites in the Philippines, with 48 different species
recorded, including the Brahminy Kite, Crested
Serpent Eagle, Red Junglefowl, Green Imperial 

Dove, and Collared Kingfisher. Subic has been 
cited by prestigious local and foreign bird watching 
groups for its avian variety.

Sailing in Subic Bay

Subic Bay is a sailor’s dream with many yachting 
events being held amidst its placid waters and fickle 
winds every year. The Subic Bay Yacht Club is one 
of the best in the country and is at the forefront of 
promoting sailing through its superb facilities and 
marinas. There are dry-docking facilities at Water-
craft Ventures and for boating accessories and spare 
parts, Broadwater Marine, the largest and most
respected yacht chandler in the Philippines, have 
their head office at Magellan’s Landing (near Vascos).
The yacht club works in conjunction with SAGS 
(Saturday Afternoon Gentleman’s Sailing) formed 
by a dedicated group of local residents and sailing 
enthusiasts, such as Jun Avecilla of the Lighthouse 
Marina and Ricky Sandoval of Watercraft Ventures. 

Sailing in Subic is now so popular that the ‘Rolex 
China Sea Race’ from the Royal Hong Kong Yacht 
Club to Subic Bay ends here, exposing more and 
more international yachtsmen to the delights of sailing 
in Philippine waters. The Commodore’s Cup is held 
at Subic Bay after the crews in the ‘Rolex China Sea 

en
.w

ik
ip

ed
ia

.o
rg

Local fisherfolk 
getting ready for the 

day’s catch 
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Race’ from Hong Kong have arrived to allow
international boats to compete against local craft.
 
Other annual events held here are the Subic to
Boracay Race, Hobie events and regattas.

Perhaps the most unusual, and the most beneficial, 
event is the annual Recyclables Regatta, a fun 
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Subic Bay boardwalk

weekend to create awareness of the urgent need 
to protect the marine wildlife and coastal shores of 
the country by correctly disposing of plastic waste, 
and of not using the oceans as a rubbish dump. 
The Recyclables Regatta is held in conjunction with 
the Lighthouse Marina, the Harbor Point Mall, the 
SBMA and other local business people. 

Subic Bay now boasts some of the best sailing in 
the Philippines and is also becoming internationally 
recognized thanks to the efforts and successes of 
Jun Avecilla, Ricky Sandoval and other sailing
enthusiasts. 

Diving In Subic

There are plenty of dive sites in Subic Bay with both 
exploratory and wreck diving available and one of 
the best diving shops to visit is the Mango’s Dive 
Center with experienced diver Terry O’Dowd at the 
helm to help make your diving experience a memorable 
one. Equipment and a full range of courses and 
facilities are also available from Vascos Resort and 
Museum. 
 
Extreme Watersports

Networx in Subic offer the adventurous extreme 
thrills with the flyboard, hoverboard and the new 
jetovator. They also have parasailing and jet skis for 
hire.

At the End of the Day

Sampling the variety of nightlife in and around Subic 
Bay is guaranteed to surprise. There are videoke bars, 
casinos and gaming arcades, or after a strenuous
day of climbing mountains, sailing in the bay, visiting
one of the popular theme parks or swimming,
a relaxing stroll at the Harbor Point Mall — abuzz 
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with enthusiastic shoppers, is an invigorating experience. 
It can also be a costly experience. Just over the 
bridge to Olongapo is Barrio Barretto, a place bursting 
with energy in the numerous bars that line the busy 
main street. 

When in Barrio Barretto, ABW recommends the floating
bar at the Arizona Beach Resort. A rope pulled ferry-
raft thingamy transports people from the shore behind 
the Arizona Beach Resort to the floating bar to 
enjoy a refreshing cold beer and mouthwatering
food, served by some of the most attractive
waitresses in the Philippines. Baloy Beach also has 
plenty to offer and one of the nicer places to relax is 
the Blue Rock Resort; open 24 hours a day it boasts 
42 rooms with a bar and restaurant that has a menu 
to please everyone. Other places worth seeing in 
Barrio Barretto are Mangoes and Gum Leaves.

And the food! The Philippines has not always been 
known for the quality and variety of its cuisine; 
which has too often been relegated to an afterthought 
behind cheap beer and a raunchy nightlife. But Subic 

Bay has gathered in one place a delightful array of 
world class restaurants, stalls and entertainment 
venues that offer everything from home-cooked Filipino 
staples to the most elaborate continental and Asian 
dishes. One of the busiest and best places is Pier 1 
on Waterfront Road. The crowds every night attest 
to the popularity and quality of food at this lively 
venue with its live bands and dancing. Or relax with 
a cold beer and sing-a-long in the Videoke Beer Garden 
with its colorful lights and glorious fountains set in 
the tropical garden at Moonbay Marina. 

Places to Eat

The variety of food choices are immense and cater to 
everyone’s individual tastes, but some of the great 
places Active Boating experienced while compiling 
information for this feature were, Vascos at Magellan’s 
Landing where the food is fresh and mouthwatering, 
with an atmosphere to be appreciated as you overlook 
the bay, Pier 1 a lively place with a very vast menu, 
while over in Barretto Arizona Beach Resort and 
Blue Rock are great choices. 

Arizona Beach 
Resort in Baretto

Floating bar at 
Blue Rock
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FOR SALE

BLUE WATER HUNTER 65FT.

Launched : 1989 Color : White
Length : 19.95m Origin : USA
Breadth : 5.49m Capacity : 12 Persons
Hull : GRP

Engine : 2007 REPLACED 
  2x 1550HP “CAT C30” DIESEL/MAIN ENGINE

Generator : 2007 REPLACED 
  2x ONAN DIESEL GENERATING SET 
  Model 22.5 MDKBS, MAX. RATING 22.5Kw, 
  110/220 VOLT - 1 PHASE, 50Hz x2

Facility : 1 MASTER CABIN, 2 GUEST CABINS, 1 CREW CABIN, 
  2 TOILET ROOMS, 1 LIVING ROOM, GALLEY,
  AIR CONDITIONER, MICROWAVE OVEN, COOKER
  BATTERY CHARGER, WATER HEATER AND STD. EQUIPMENT

Contact HYS: 047 252-7631
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Places to Stay

At the end of the day, there’s always a cozy, relaxing 
room to retire to. Subic Bay’s self-contained
environment offers an array of inns, hotels and 
boarding houses to suit practically every whim and 
budget. Five-star accommodation stands side-by-
side with rustic, country living in family run establishments. 
There’s no shortage of choice. Five star resorts like 
the Lighthouse Marina are a pure pleasure experience, 
and there is also the Apartelle, the Terrace and the 
newly opened Reef Resort, while at Barrio Barretto, 
there are many options, but some of the better 
ones are Arizona, Mangos and Blue Rock, while the 
best budget accommodation would have to be Gum 
Leaves at under P1000 per night.
 
How to Get There

From Manila by Car: Once you are out of city traffic 
at Balintawak it is a smooth drive of approximately 
two hours on well-maintained expressways, the 
NLEX and SCTEX.

From Manila by Bus: Victory Liner run regular two-
hourly services from Pasay and Cubao going via the 
SCTEX expressway and also to Olongapo via Pampanga. 
Subic is very easy to get to via the expressways from 
anywhere in Luzon.

By Air: If arriving at Clark International Airport, it’s a 
quick 45 minute drive via the SCTEX expressway to 
Subic Bay.

As the twenty-first century unfolds, Subic Bay enjoys
a reputation as a major international tourism
destination. With its crisp, clear waters and diverse 
ecology Subic Bay is a model for sustainable
development, especially in the Philippines. What 
you get is the best of all possible worlds—a holiday 
destination where unspoiled environments co-exist 
in well planned harmony with modern amenities and 
attractions, assuring a great time for everyone in the 
family. It’s the perfect holiday getaway! 
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There was 
something 
for everyone 
there, from 
the latest in 
luxury 
boating to 
the make 
your own 
sailboat with 
the Philippine 
Pinoy Boats.

ow in its eighth year the annual Philippine 
Boat Show is getting bigger and better as 

the watersport and boating industry continues to 
grow in the Philippines. Held at the SMX convention 
center Mall of Asia Pasay on the weekend 19th to 
21st of February, it attracted large crowds wanting 
to check out what is new in boats, watersports and 
lifestyle products.

N This year seen newcomers like Asia Marine there to 
show the latest in powered surfboards, while regulars 
like Rayomarine, Scan Marine, Trevally, 
Nautimus, Team Nonino and Europa 
were all there with the latest and 
greatest in big boy toys, while 
Marine Technology in the
latest gizmos and gadgets 

Words by 
BARRY

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited
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were displayed with Broadwater Marine, Norwegian 
Marine, Garmin all displaying the newest and best. 

Broadwater Marine Had all the 
latest top quality yacht 

chandlery available and 
representatives from 

Australia were on hand 

to demonstrate the latest technologies in the
hummingbird range of GPS and Fish Finder technology. 
Also Don from Garmin was there with the best of the 
Garmin range. Aero were on hand to show the latest 
drones available for that ultimate photo experience.   

Marine flooring and floating docks were being
promoted by Ezi-Dock and East West Building Tech. Inc.
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while Solarsavers were the best 
in power savers and inverters.

There was something for everyone 
there, from the latest in luxury 
boating to the make your own 
sailboat with the Philippine Pinoy 
Boats. Motolite with the new 
range of marine batteries, scuba 
diving from Mares, Yacht hire 
with PYCS of Batangas, lifestyle 
products from Aquaholic, Noa 
water gear, beyond water with a 
new range of waterproof bags, 
Raptor with water toys, bikes and 
numerous lifestyle products on 
display.

Of course the eye candy that 
were adorning the boats made 
it even more pleasing to the eye. 
There was also a number of Food 
stalls making available some 
mouthwatering treats for all to 
enjoy, with free draught beer on 
tap to quench the thirst while 
checking out the many stands 
and displays.

If this year can be used to gauge 
the growth and interest in boats 
and watersports we can only look 
forward to an even bigger boat 
show next year, watch active 
boating and watersports for the 
dates of next year’s boat show.  
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ou’ve always been interested to sail, but you know little about boat parts, the confusing techno-
babble, and what little you know is making your head spin in four different directions! Worry no 

more. This continuing series of articles is for you: it covers tips regarding hardware present on most boats, 
as well as common sailing techniques, terms and definitions, the names of the different pieces of hardware, 
and much more. This will keep you informed about most things you will need before you begin your own 
sailing excursion. Be sure to consult with an experienced sailor and someone knowlegeable about boats.

With the conventional roller reefing system, the 
mainsail is rolled around the boom, rather like a roller 
blind, so that the area of sail can be reduced by the 
required amount. The boom is rotated by using a 
handle, which is fitted either on the side of the boom 
near the mast, or on the front of the mast itself. Before 
you reef a sail using this system you should tension 
the topping lift to take the weight of the boom. If 
the sail has sliders at the luff, you should remove 
the retaining pin or mast gate, and you should also 
detach the kicking strap, if it is fitted directly onto 
the boom. Then ease the mainsail halyard and the 
mainsheet before rotating the boom.

You will reef it easier if you have one person to wind 
in the sail and ease the halyard, and another to pull 
the leech of the sail aft along the boom, as it is rotated, 
to prevent the sail bagging in the center and forming 
a poor shape when reefed. If the battens cannot be 
rolled in parallel to the boom as it is rotated, then 
they should be removed. Once you have reefed the 
sail to the required amount, lock the reefing handle 

The height 
to which it 
is hoisted is 
important if 
the sheets are 
to be at the 
appropriate 
angle to con-
trol the sail
effectively.

Y

in position, retension the halyard and ease the
topping lift.

Although it is comparatively easy to roller reef a sail 
in harbour, it is more difficult at sea when it may not 
be possible to pull the leech out along the boom. 
As a result the sail doesn’t set well. It can also be 
difficult to get the sail luff wound neatly onto the 
boom if sliders are attached. You will need a special 
claw attachment for the kicking strap so that it can 
be lifted over the rolled sail. To shake out the reef, 
simply reverse the method above.

The more sophisticated version of roller reefing has 
been developed. Known as in-mast roller reefing. 
It uses a specially constructed sail and fittings, to 
overcome the problems of poor sail shape, but it is 
quite expensive and complex to fit, and as a result 
has not so far been widely used, except on larger 
boats. It may well, however, become more popular 
with cruising sailors today and in the future.

Mainsail
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Setting a Trysail

In very strong wind conditions it may not be possible 
to reef the mainsail sufficiently, and smaller, more 
specialized sail, known as a trysail, will be needed 
instead, usually in conjunction with the storm jib. 
Although the trysail may not be needed very often, 
it has no real substitute, and any family cruising 
boat, therefore would be well advised to carry one, 
particularly if venturing offshore. You should have 
already practiced rigging it in reasonably calm conditions 
so that you know exactly what to do if you need it 
in bad weather.

The Trysail is set without a boom, lower the mainsail 
and then the boom, and lash both of them securely 
on deck. Hoist the trysail in the mast groove as you 
would the mainsail. It should however, be fitted 
with sliders, rather than fed directly into the mast 
groove. The mast gate or locking pin should be 
secured and a downhaul tackle led from the tack of 
the trysail to the base of the mast. The head of the 
sail should then be shackled to the mainsail halyard, 
and sheets attached to the clew, either rigged 
singly or as a two-to-one purchase. The sheets 
should be led through stout blocks on each quarter 
of the boat, and then led forward to a cockpit winch 
on the side-deck. Once the sheets have been 
fastened to the clew and led through the blocks, 

the sail can be hoisted in the normal way. The height 
to which it is hoisted is important if the sheets are 
to be at the appropriate angle to control the sail
effectively. It is a good idea to mark the point on the 
halyard to which the sail should be hoisted during 
your practice sessions: normally the head of the sail 
should be at about spreader height. Because the sail 
is cut at a rising angle from the clew to the tack, the 
latter will be some way up the mast. The sail shape 
has been specially designed so that it remains
efficient in strong winds, and so that it can be set 
high enough to clear any waves breaking aboard. 
Once the sail is hoisted, and the halyard cleated, you 
can tension the tack downhaul to get a good set to 
the luff of the sail. If the downhaul is not sufficiently 
powerful, you could lead it to a winch and then use 
the winch to tension it. Alternatively, you could use 
the mainsail halyard to tension the luff. Once you 
have hoisted the sail, sheet it on the leeward side, 
as you would a headsail. Take care not to let the sail 
flog at any time, since considerable strain will be 
put on both it and its fittings in strong winds. When 
tacking or gybing the boat with a trysail set, you 
should handle the sheets as you would jib sheets. To 
prevent the sail flogging unnecessarily, take up the 
slack on the new sheet before easing the old one.

Roller Reefing
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Cherry Mobile 
Hobie 
Challenge
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Words by 
BARRY
DAWSON
Photographs
as credited 

ne of the most challenging events on the 
PHINSAF sailing calendar is the annual 

Hobie Challenge a 250 nautical mile 5 day race going 
to different Islands in the Philippines, crews from all 
over the world converge on the Philippines to be 
part of this prestigious event, coming from, Australia, 
Belgium, Tanzier and many other places plus sailors 
from the Philippines. This year the 16th Hobie Challenge, 
sponsored by Cherry Mobile, started at Mactan 
Cebu traveling through the Visayas and ending at 
Siquijor in Negros Oriental. 

On Saturday February 20th the crews and officials 
started arriving in Cebu in preparation for the 

week long event, with the first races on Sunday 
being inter-island races to test their craft 

and make sure they were ready for the 
long haul on the open waters. With safety 

at the top of the list every thing is 
checked and double checked, with 

each crew being equipped with 
GPS, radios and tracking devices. 

The tracking is supplied by WRU 
corporation who monitor the 

boats positions on the internet 
from Manila. They have a 

logistics man to take care 
of all luggage and other 

items including pack-
ages for the outreach 

program are secure 
and transported 

through to the 
end of the 

challenge.

O Sumilon Beach 
is also near 
Oslob the home 
of the whale 
sharks so most 
of the Hobie 
contingent 
planned an 
early morning 
start to do some 
whale watching 
before com-
mencing leg 3 
of the event.
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Hobies receive a 
drum roll reception 
on Cabilao

Monday morning at 8am sharp, race official Jerry 
Rollin got the first leg under way at the Cebu Yacht 
Club sending the competitors on a 56.7 nautical 
mile journey to Cabilao Island in the municipality 
Loon, the course set taking the hobies via North 
Mactan, Mabini Point, Cabulan Island, Bagambanua 
Island, Car Car Point arriving on the Northern End 
of Cabilao to one of the most astounding welcomes 
ever encountered.

Mayor Lloyd Peter Lopes MD, pulled out all the 
stops making the visiting sailors welcome to the
Island of Cabilao. After 15 years of traveling to
different Islands and being given warm and friendly 
welcomes by each and every place visited by the 
Hobie Challenge none have come anywhere near 
the reception that was waiting for them as they
arrived on this beautiful tropical paradise island.

As each hobie crossed the finish line they were
welcomed in with a drum roll to accolades and
applause of the many hundreds of spectators. Then 
after a relaxing shower and a few cold ales to refresh 
after the long and arduous 8 hour journey from 
Cebu festivities got underway in earnest with a
welcoming speech by the Mayor and other dignitaries 
of Loon and Cabilao.

The Hobie contingent was then treated to some
delightful entertainment of song and dance
routines by local schools much to the delight of all 
present, Culminating in a spectacular light show 
dance performed by the students of the Governor 
Jacinto Borja National High School, winners of the 
2015 Light Festival held in Loon in September each 
year. This flawless routine performed by these students 
was so awesome the word spectacular goes no 
where near describing the dance routine performed 
by these young high school students that kept the 
vast crowds mesmerized the whole time. The light 
show was so magnificent that the performers
received a standing ovation from the hobie contingent 
and many of the sailors were planning to return to 

Cabilao for a holiday and travel over to Loon to see 
the light festival. The Mayor then treated guests to a 
kings banquet dinner, consisting of fresh local crabs, 
lechon and other Philippine delicacies, delighting 
all the overseas visitors, who were tasting some of 
these for the first time. Another local on the island 
Joaquim Gilliard made us welcome and offered
accommodations to those not camping on the beach 
rooms at his beautiful new resort, I personally recommend 
to all to put Cabilao Island on your must visit list 
when holidaying, this beautiful tropical paradise, 
that is also the home of one of the best dive sites in 
the Philippines, and a stay at Joaquim’s resort is one 
that will always remain in your treasured memories. 

The second leg of the challenge due to start at 8am 
was delayed by nearly 2 hours as the wind gods were 
being unkind and there was absolutely no wind to 
start on time but fortunately the winds started to 
come in about 9.30am and picked up to just over 4 
knots giving enough wind to start the race, fortunately 
the winds increased as they ventured into the open 
waters, so another good day of racing was enjoyed 
by all. The course took the competitors from Cabilao 
Island to Sumilon Beach via Luisan Point. I am traveling
on the officials boat with Jerry Rolin to photograph 
the event, and when we stopped at the marker point 
of Alcoy Gallego we were met by Ed Gallego, a famous 
Cebu Architect and treated to a superb luncheon. 
Ed was also of immense help in helping some of the 
arrangements. The hobies were beached for they 
night and after a beach welcoming party the contingent 
moved to the Bluewater Resort on the Sumilon Island 
10 minutes by boat from the mainland where a good 
night was enjoyed by all, the only thing with this resort 
is it is very expensive, they have their own boat so 
freight is not a problem from the mainland but items 
like a can of coke, where most resorts charge extra for 
these items at Bluewater the price is a hefty PhP150. 
They also charge PhP750 corkage on an PhP80 bottle 
of rum and if you bring your own beer expect to 
pay PhP100 per can corkage, and meals are also 
very expensive It is not a place I would recommend 
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medical supplies, solar lamps and other important 
materials needed for the education of the children. 
The outreach program donates these much needed 
items to the schools en-route of the challenge. Items 
for this is donated by business houses, individuals
and the sailors competing in the challenge, some 
of the donors for the outreach program were, life 
line, this year represented by Maurice Victoriano and 
Karina Angela Panggat, who presented each student 
with a much welcomed first aid kit. Waves for Water 
represented by Carlo Delantar, who gave demonstrations 
on making pure water and donating these much 
needed filters for clean healthy water to each school 
and Rich Pellizer from Lupel Marketing Corp. distributors 
of Uni Ball-Pens. Sailors who donated this year were – 
Myla Villanueva, Fossil, Andrew Locke, Alex Chen, 
John and Rob Morton,  William Wendervelt, Tony 
Gonzales, Bob Wngwirdon, David and Alistair King, 
Susan and Andrew Boyd, George Mills, David Brunskill, 
Dennis and Susan Cruz, Rositan Ngu and many anonymous 
donors.

The school recipients of outreach this year were 
Cambaquiz Elementary School Cabilao, Head teacher 
Cleofe R Lapez,  Balicasag Elementary School headed 
by Melinda Buzi, San Juan Elementary School Siquijor  
represented by Mrs. Bernadette Suan and Principal 
Aniceto Lumansoc and Cang-Aya Elementary School 
Siquijor headed by Remelita Macalisang. The PHINSAF 
outreach program headed by Rosalita Legarda was 
given a warm welcome by the teachers and excited 
students, who also entertained PHINSAF with song 
and dance routines, after which the donated items 
were officially presented to the teachers, with Life 
Line handing out a first aid kit to each of the very 
excited students. After the presentation of the donations, 
Carlo from Waves for Water gave a demonstration of 
the use of the water filters that were then handed 
over to each school.  

The 4th leg commenced from Balicasag beach resort 
to a crisp breeze at 8am taking the hobies on a 56.5 
nautical mile course to Paliton Beach in Siquijor going
via Dumaguete Point, Ming’s Point and Tongo Reef, 
arriving at Paliton Beach for lunch and a warm welcome 

if you do not wish to spend all your holiday money on
accommodation and meals. Sumilon Beach is also 
near Oslob the home of the whale sharks so most 
of the Hobie contingent planned an early morning 
start to do some whale watching before commencing 
leg 3 of the event.

The winds were quite brisk and the 3rd leg of the 
race got off to a speedy start, Andrew Locke and 
Denise Celdran with sail number 037 came to grief 
just after the start when the bridle cable snapped 
dropping the mast, they were rescued by the logistics 
boat and towed to shore where new cables from 
the spares carried with logistics were supplied, after 
repairing the Hobie with the aid of Boyet from Lake 
Taal Yacht club the boat was ready to sail again, even 
though now a good 90 minutes behind the rest of the 
fleet, Andrew and Denise true to good sailors form took 
off to complete the course. The 3rd leg to the fleet 
via Luisan Point to Balicasag Island in Bohol finishing 
at the Balicasag Dive Resort, where the contingent 
will stay for 2 nights taking a well earned rest from 
the long ocean races, and doing inshore racing on 
the fourth day taking then around Balicasag Island 
to finish at the South Palms Resort at Panglao for 
lunch hosted by the resort. In the evening the Balicasag 
Dive Resort treated the hobie contingent to a special 
Luau Night Dinner, consisting of grilled fish, lechon 
and other Philippine delicacies, a band was present 
playing great music to the crowd and a couple of the 
crew got into the swing of things giving an impromptu 
performance, Peter Stevens gave a rendition of Blue 
Suede Shoes, while Geoff Rowden, sang a couple 
of songs and played the guitar much to the delight 
of all. The friendly staff and the resort could not do 
enough to make everyone enjoy their stay at this 
beautiful island resort, and is definitely the type of 
resort you will always want to come back to again 
and again. 

OUTREACH
 
Besides the fun and competition of the challenge, 
an important and integral part of the challenge is 
the donations made to schools on the islands visited, 
most of these schools are in need of 
school supplies, sports equipment, 
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By Governor Zaldy “Jecoy” Villa and Mike Butler of 
Coco Grove Beach Resort. After a delicious lunch 
supplied by Coco Grove the Hobie Contingent Traveled 
the ten kilometers to the Coco Beach Resort where 
they were to stay till Sunday morning. The friendly 
staff of this majestic resort could not do enough to 
make all welcome and make their stay as pleasant as 
possible in this tropical paradise resort set on 1km of 
pure white beach and pristine blue waters.

That evening back at the Paliton Beach, a delicious 
dinner hosted by the Governor was enjoyed by all, 
after all had thoroughly enjoy this scrumptious repast 
a welcome speech was made by the Governor then 
it was Disco time till late into the night all retiring 
to the hotel tired but happy ready to face the last 
day of racing for the challenge with a shortened 
course inshore race starting and finishing at Paliton
Beach. After lunch all arrived back at the hotel in 
the early afternoon for a well earned rest and plenty 
of time for the evenings festivities, Cultural Dancing, 
entertainment and great food. The cultural dancing 
was performed by the Siquijor dance group that 
performed cultural dances from each of the three 
regions of the Philippines, Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, 
the costumes were colorful and the dancing was
superb and thoroughly enjoyed by all while enjoying
a mouthwatering buffet. The competitors that competed
in this years challenge were Fish Southwick (Fiji) 
and Sharon Rayner (Australia) with sail 322, newcomers
from Australia Kerli and Ali Corlett sail 627, Andrew 
Boyd and Kim Troll (Australia) sail 146, Bruce Tardrew 
and Sarah Turnbull (Australia) sail 629, Geoffrey Rowdon 
and Rosie Phelan (Australia) sail 138, Andrew Locke 
(Australia) and Denise Celdran (Philippines) sail 37, 
Will King and Jenny O’Boyle (Australia) 234, Michael 
Ngu and Boyet Magsanay ( Philippines) sail 234, 
Alex Chen and Awan Lin (Taiwan) sail 51, Dennis 
Cruz and Arnel Ornales (Philippines) sail 813, John 
and Rob Morton (Australia) Matthias Geisler (Germany) 
and Eric Tomacruz (Philippines) sail 211, Eddie and 
Jose Legarda (Philippines) sail 238, Andy Aguila
and Cons Castaneda (Philippines) sail 236, Yves
Bastiaens and Carolien Goegebuer (Belgium) sail 
145, Monchu and Diego Garcia (Philippines) sail 
233 and David King and Robert Pixley (Australia) 
sail 219. The awards dinner started at 7pm with 
everyone in a jovial mood ready for a night of fun 
friendship and comradeship. Hosted again by the 
Coco Grove Resort the dinner was mouthwatering de-
licious, after dinner was finished it was time to an-
nounce and praise the winners of each leg and the 
overall results, but in the eyes of Active Boating and 
Watersports everyone that competed in this gruel-
ing challenge, testing each crew to the limit,  ev-
eryone was a winner. At the awards in the 1st leg 
Fish Southwick and Sharon Rayner came first, Kerli 
and Ali Corlett 2nd,  with Andrew Boyd and Kim Troll 
taking out third. Was a pattern starting to take place 

Nothing stops a 
good sailor even a 

broken mast

Broken masts will 
not stop Andrew 

and Denise
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as the second leg held the same result as the first 
leg. But things changed slightly in the 3rd leg with 
Kerli and Ali Corlett coming in 1st followed closely 
behind in 2nd place was Bruce Tardrew and Sarah 
Turnbull while Geoffrey Rowdon and Rosie Phelan 
claimed 3rd spot. Kerli and Ali Corlett the newcomers 
to the challenge was starting to show they were a 
force to be reckoned with by also winning the 4th 
leg, Fish Southwick and Sharon  Rayner came in 2nd 
while 3rd place was taken out by Andrew Boyd and 
Kim Troll. The 5th and final leg of the series was won by 
Bruce Tardrew and Sarah Turnbull, Kerli and Ali Corlett 
was still there taking out 2nd place, Geoffrey Rowdon 
and Rosie Phelan taking out 3rd spot. The inshore 
series was won by Geoffrey Rowden and Rosie Phelan, 
Andrew Boyd and Kim Troll 2nd and taking out 3rd 
place was Bruce Tardrew and Sarah Turnbull. The 
overall winners of the 2016 Hobie challenge were 
in 3rd place was Fish Southwick and Sharon Rayner, 
in 2nd place was Bruce Tardrew and Sarah Turnbull, 
with the 2016 champions in 1st place was Kerli and 
Ali Corlett. 

The Fossil Cup

Each year there is a special award based on a handicap 
system of overall performances and special criteria
in the last 3 legs and this years winners of the 
Fossil Cup were Monchu and Diego Garcia in 1st 
place, 2nd place was Will King and Jen O’Boyle and 
taking out 3rd spot this year was Dennis Cruz and 
Arnel Omales. Congratulations to all the winners. 
With special thanks going to all the behind scenes 
people, Peter Stevens Beach Master, who done a 
magnificent job of moving all the luggage, outreach 
parcels, and supplies from venue to venue, Boyet 
and his crew of boat boys, caring for all the hobies, 
and Angelo Hicban the PHINSAF Secretariat, who 
worked non-stop making sure accommodations and 
all the event run smoothly, a massive task, but done 
smoothly, in his first attempt at organizing the huge 
task of co-coordinating all the details. 
   
This year’s challenge was a huge success with many 
sailors already booked and looking forward to the 
2017 event. Watch out for event updates in Active 
Boating and Watersports and on line at www.active
boatingwatersports.com. 

Top photo: The winners from left 
Bruce Tardrew and Sarah Turnbull 
Ali and Kerli Corlett  Sharon Rayner 
and Fish SouthwickThe light show from Loon

Ready to challenge
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