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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Bohol, considered by many as a “model” province for eco-tourism, is growing fast. 
It has been a while since I was last here and the changes are dramatic, especially 
on Panglao Island. Panglao Island now hosts some of the finest beach resorts in 
the country, with a few being considered five-star by anybody’s standards.

The concept of eco-tourism and its implementation is a subject that creates 
much discussion amongst academics and tourists alike. In some places it 
has received bad press, as the prefix “eco” is used for anything that involves 
exploitation of natural resources, often resulting in the depletion of those 
resources. True eco-tourism is community based, uses but does not abuse 
natural resources, shuns the use of non-indigenous resources and educates 
the visitor to also respect the natural environment within the area.

Our journey through Bohol started in the seemingly sleepy municipality of 
Maribojoc where, somewhat unexpectedly, kayaking is at the forefront of 
an eco-tourism revolution. Less than 30-minutes from Tagbilaran Airport, 
Maribojoc is uniquely located at the mouth of the Abatan River and the 
community has embraced kayaking and river boating as the best 
opportunity for alternative livelihood through eco-tourism development.

From Maribojoc we traveled North to Cabilao (Loon), Danao and Catigbian 
where we found extreme adventure sports intermingled with eco-friendly 
tourism activities. Everywhere on Bohol Island, it seemed, the meaning and 
philosophy of eco-tourism has taken root, with some surprising consequences.

We finally ensconced ourselves in the southwest corner of Panglao Island, 
where not-so-eco but definitely friendly boutique beach resorts & “luxury” 
hotels are sprouting in place of the forest they have depleted, anticipating 
the arrival of the definitely non-eco-friendly international airport, slated 
for completion (maybe) in 2014.

Balancing the desire to attract & deliver increased tourism numbers without 
compromising the reasons why those tourists wish to visit is a global challenge, 
typically understood best by those who have operated enterprises in an area 
for the longest time. In the case of Panglao, the established enterprises have 
no objection to increased tourist numbers but they site noise pollution and 
Panglao Island’s barely adequate water resources, sewage treatment, poor 
transport & power distribution infrastructure, as specific reasons to locate the 
sorely needed expanded airport on Bohol Island and not on Panglao Island.

Similarly, as the demand for land available for tourist development rapidly 
exceeds supply – unless you remove all of the farms & native forests – the 
municipality of Panglao is contemplating “reclaiming” a vast swath of tidal 
shallows, currently mostly home to sea-grasses and the critters that munch on 
them, at the extreme west of the island. The suggestion is that this will provide 
new land for development without impacting the limited arable and natural 
forest areas. However, as the one suggesting reclaiming the land is planning to 
use virtually all of it to create an exclusive beach leisure facility and golf course, 
it is hard to imagine how this destruction will benefit anyone but the developer.

For the most part, Panglao Island has got the eco-friendly part wrong 
whilst Bohol Island has mostly got it right . . . at least for now. 

When it comes to water sports, which are generally eco-friendly, both 
Bohol and Panglao islands offer one of the widest selections in the Visayan 
region and the really neat thing is that everywhere is within a couple of 
hours’ travel from Tagbilaran City Airport. If you want maximum variety 
with minimum travel then Bohol / Panglao makes a fantastic choice for a 
vacation . . . or an investment.vacation . . . or an investment.

Sincerely,

Martyn Willes
Consulting Editor
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Sorcerer in command 
ahead of Sandoway

Waiting in the calm 
after and before the 

storms

The Platus reveled in the light airs between the 
bands of rain that relentlessly slid overhead. The 
Platu is a fantastic boat for racing in Subic Bay, as 
the breezes are rarely strong and they are prone to 
shift quickly. Light and very maneuverable, with a 
four or five person crew, the Platu can be rapidly 
tacked and gybed to take advantage of any shifting 
breeze, in a way that the heavier IRC Racing class 
boats cannot.

The Platu is a 25-foot sports boat with a fixed keel 
that can be effectively sailed with a crew of between two 
and six people. The Platu was originally designed by 
Farr Yacht Design, led by World famous yacht designer, 
Bruce Farr. It is also a Beneteau brand (Beneteau 25) 
and is built in New Zealand, Singapore and France. 
The first boat was built and launched in New Zealand 
in the early 90’s. Because of the yacht’s popularity 

Philippine Independence Day Regatta
           he Independence Day Regatta 2011 was the       
          wettest regatta on record in Subic Bay so far. 
When it was not raining the wind was (mostly) not 
blowing too. However the regatta did show, not for 
the first time, that serious competitive sailing is alive 
and well in the Philippines.

Three fleets were competing for trophies in the regatta: 
the IRC Racing class, the PY Cruising class and the 
recently formed Platu sports boat class. And it was in 
the Platu sports boat class that the stiffest competition 
was apparent.

International racing champion, Jun Avecilla stepped 
off his Beneteau 36.7, Selma Star, to strike out 
against the likes of former Subic Bay Yacht Club 
commodore, Ricky Sandoval, and former Taal Lake 
Yacht Club general manager, Joe Hagedorn, to make 
the Platu sports boat class highly competitive and, 
judging by the after race banter, probably the most 
fun fleet to be in during the regatta.

Race Report by 
MARTYN WILLES

Photographs as 
credited:
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amongst keen sailors, the International Sailing 
Federation created the Platu 25 racing class in 2006. 
The Italians were crowned World Platu champions at 
the Platu 25 World Championship in Gmunden, 
Austria, in June 2011.

Back in Subic Bay, the competition through the rain 
was fierce in the Platu fleet. Ricky Sandoval steered 
Body Shot to victory in the first three races but spat 
the dummy, ending dead last, in the last race. The 
minor places were not decided until the final race, 
with Jun Avecilla & Team Selma just one point behind 
Joe Hagedorn aboard Politician at the final race start. 

With the knowledge that Body Shot could not be 
beaten overall, Ricky’s final-race lapse allowed Joe 
and Jun to compete clear ahead. Jun knew that if 
Team Selma could squeeze past the competition 
then they could win on the count-back rule. But at 

The Platu is a 
fantastic boat 
for racing in 
Subic Bay, as 
the breezes are 
rarely strong and 
they are prone to 
shift quickly.

Philippine Independence Day Regatta
the finish line it was Joe Hagedorn and the Politician 
crew who took the honors & second place overall.

The race committee did not help the IRC Racing or 
PY Cruising classes by delaying the start of the first 
race until an approaching squall had passed and 
sucked out all of the breeze, and compounded that 
by starting the second race with no time to actually 
finish it . . . the only question was, at which mark 
would the course be shortened. The IRC class fleet 
painfully but valiantly battled the light airs up to the 
windward mark: Challenge just rounding and then 
ghosting ever so ever so slowly to the bottom mark, 
where the course was shortened; Sandoway took a 
bit of a flier to stay with the breeze and then found 
themselves too faraway to actually reach the mark 
before the wind died; Sorcerer, in a good position, 
clearly in touch with Challenge, just managed 
to reach the top mark before the wind departed 
completely and the tide took her back onto the mark.

The Politician with 
Joe Hagedorn at the helm
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The Platus had the 
most fun throughout 

the regatta

For the IRC class boats, reduced to three in number 
by the absence of Jun Avecilla and Ricky Sandoval, 
the competition was dominated by Martin Tanco’s 
X44 Challenge. Challenge won the first two races 
and did not need to compete in the final long race 
because nobody could best two first places out 
of three races. This left Alan Burrell’s Sydney 36, 
Sandoway, and Austen Chamberlain’s Irwin 37, 
Sorcerer, to battle for the remaining places.

Sandoway’s racing sails and experienced crew 
should have given her a clean sweep over Sorcerer’s 
somewhat older Dacron sails, but superior skill and 
cunning meant that Sorcerer inched ahead of her Sorcerer inched ahead of her Sorcerer
rating, and both yachts entered the final, long 
race with everything still to play for - Sorcerer
having only a one point advantage. In the final race 
Sorcerer was clearly in command, cross taking Sorcerer was clearly in command, cross taking Sorcerer
ahead of Sandoway to the distant windward mark Sandoway to the distant windward mark Sandoway
and sat happily in Sandoway’s wake on the long run 
down to the penultimate mark rounding. However, 
rounding Buoy 14 the breeze upped and followed 
Sandoway to the final mark and left Sandoway to the final mark and left Sandoway Sorcerer a drift Sorcerer a drift Sorcerer
for almost an hour, with only momentary puffs of 
wind from all points of the compass. Finishing the 
regatta on equal points, the count-back rule gave 
second place to Sandoway.

In the PY Cruising class the competition was toughened 
by the light and fluky winds and the generally heavier 
boats. Waterline length was an important factor in 
determining the winners, especially as the wind 
evaporated during the second race on the first day. 
James Donovan’s elegant First 47.7, First Carbon, 
was the only boat to finish the second race in 
regulation time and that gave him an almost unassailable 
advantage going into the final day. Ton Van Heirden’s, 
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ever present Cocobolo took second 
place in style by winning the 
final race to add to their third 
place in the first race; and, David 
McKenna’s Rapparee XXX could Rapparee XXX could Rapparee XXX
not continue their first-day, first-
place performance and finished 
fourth, for third place overall.

The PY Cruising fleet was pleased 
to see the return to racing of Vincent 
Ruias’s Sweet Rosie, and happy to 
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Sandoway tacking 
away into the rain

Shades for effect, 
not actually required

Look there is wind over there!

welcome Dale Godkin with his recent acquisition, 
Princess Ariena. Both of these boats are similar, ex-
Sunsail charter yachts, so we should see some real 
competition between them in the future, once Dale 
gets a regular crew together.

After the sailing comes the party and it was obvious 
from the different excitement levels, bubbling over the 
terrace of the Subic Bay Yacht Club, that the Platus 
had had the most fun over the two days. Stories and 
strategies were being traded along with friendly jibes 
and protestations. All had been drenched in the spirit 
of the event as well as in the Mother Nature’s copious 
precipitation, and all were determined to enjoy the 
moment of celebration of Philippine Independence Day.

To find out more about racing in Subic Bay, visit the 
www.subicsailing.com website.

The next sailing regatta in the Philippines is the All 
Souls Regatta, organized by the Puerto Galera Yacht 
Club, on 29th - 31st October. The All Souls Regatta in 
Puerto Galera is the largest and the most fun regatta 
on the Philippine racing calendar. Coincident with 
the All Souls Regatta is the All Souls Dinghy Regatta, 
where scores of sailors of all ages travel to Puerto 
Galera to compete using the club’s fleet of twenty, 
one or two-person dinghies to be crowned the overall 
All Souls Dinghy champion.

The Puerto Galera Yacht Club will be celebrating its 
20th anniversary this year so you can expect more 
yachts and extra fun at the All Souls Regatta in 
Puerto Galera. For more information about sailing in 
Puerto Galera or the All Souls Regatta, visit the yacht 
club’s website www.pgyc.org. 
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Located at the 
northern end of 
Tablas Island 
“The Blue 
Hole”, which 
can be reached 
easily in 30 
minutes from 
Romblon Town, 
is fascinating its 
visitors.

poisonous stonefish with its grim face. After a few 
minutes you reach a vertical chimney with a diameter 
of 5 meters. Most divers love the thrill of descending 
into the black. The inner wall is covered by corals 
and sponges where some fairy basslets make their 
home. At a depth of 27 meters you can see already 
a spacious hall with a huge archway to the reef. At 
the bottom (about 32 meters) there are numerous 
cracks and small caves inhabited by hundreds of 
camel shrimps and big lobsters. Below the exit there 
are more caves where a rare thresher shark was seen 
before. On your way back you follow the colorful 
wall back to the shelter of the bay. 

Beside The Blue Hole there are other well known 
diving destinations at the north part of Tablas Island. 
Another highlight is Oregon Rocks. With that spot 
you need a little bit of luck. The chances are good 
that the spot is covered in cloudy waters and strong 
currents, but if you are lucky you see something 
extraordinary: a wide landscape in a depth of 10 to 
20 meters made only by table corals. They grow in a 
wide spectrum of colors, some with a diameter of 3 
meters. In different shapes they are thriving next to 
and above each other forming a landscape of valleys 
and hills around the stony center rock. This is also 
a good place to meet the broad-club cuttlefish, the 
second largest cuttlefish species in the world. Some 

Scuba Diving in Romblon
he island paradise of Romblon, Philippines is 
located in the MIMAROPA region.   It is one of 

two regions of the Philippines having no land border 
with another region, Eastern Visayas being the other.   
Romblon province, which is pre-dominantly made up 
of three major islands; Romblon Island, Tablas Island 
and Sibuyan Island, is a 30 minute flight away from 
Manila, via Tablas, and it is also only 50 nautical miles 
away from the Philippines’ #1 tourist destination, 
Boracay Island. The provincial capital is Romblon and 
it is on Romblon Island. 

SCUBA DIVING IN ROMBLON
Wreck Diving is only one facet of diving activities in 
Romblon. Local dive centers like Ducks Diving Romblon, 
located at The Three P Holiday & Dive Resort, and 
Cabanbanan offer tours for all experience levels and 
personal preferences. Through individually composed 
diving tours and services they try to fulfill each diver’s 
dream.
 
When it comes to diving in Romblon there is always 
one spot in the focus. Located at the northern end of 
Tablas Island “The Blue Hole”, which can be reached 
easily in 30 minutes from Romblon Town, is fascinating 
its visitors. You start your dive in a protected bay and 
follow the rock formations. There is a good chance 
to see the banded sea krait hunting for prey or the D

ie
te

r 
N

eu
ha

us

Featured in Lonely 
Planet Magazine 
Philippines: Issue 5

Diving at the 
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of these intelligent animals are quiet audacious and 
you discover them well camouflaged right next to you 
while they watch you diving your way around the reef.

Peter’s Pinnacles, also located at the north tip of 
Tablas Island, is sometimes hard to find, but worth a 
visit. 15 meters below the surface there are the tips 
of a freestanding group of pinnacles accompanied 
by fish swarms and big fish like the Bigeye Trevally, 
sharks or the elegant Eagle Rays flying along the 
rough landscape.

Gorda Wall is always a good choice. A wall covered 
in marine life of numerous shapes and colors. Not 
too far from the Blue Hole it can be easily combined 
with one of the above named spots. The steep rocky 
wall is covered with sponges, fan corals (some of 
enormous size) and hydrozoans. At this location the 
lineup is brilliant when it comes to mollusks. You find 
lots of nudibranchs in all shapes, sizes, colors and 
forms. Most species can be found on their preferred 
prey like ascidians or sponges.

At Romblon Island there are some recommendable 
dive spots, too. Luckily Sikat (an NGO dedicated to 
the preservation of marine life) is doing a great job in 
protecting some of the most 
beautiful diving locations. 
For a small fee you can dive in one 
of the many marine sanctuar- ies of 
Romblon.  Famous for its nu- merous 
sea turtles is Agpanabat Ma- r i n e 

Sanctuary. When you descent into the water you find 
yourself in an outstanding stone landscape made of 
rocks, cliffs, walls, tunnels, small channels and bridges 
like someone designed it to play hide and seek. In 
the rocky landscape you find some unique species 
like the Blue Dragon, a nudibranch able to do Photo-
synthesis with its long blue and purple, wing-like 
looking filaments, or the mantis shrimp a colorful 
ambush predator that can move his deadly weapon 
(two clubs) ten times faster than Manny Pacquiao 
(100 meter/second). They are so powerful that 
they can destroy the glass, if kept in an aquarium 
or hurt a careless  diver.  In Agpanabat  there is also 
a turtle sanctuary where sick turtles are kept until 
they are better and young turtles are fed until they 
reach a size which makes them less prone to ending 
as a meal for a big fish. There is no entrance fee for 
visitors, but the sanctuary is happy to receive a small 
donation for their project.

Another sanctuary worth a visit is San Pedro Marine 
Sanctuary. This place is well known for its beautiful 
beach and snorkeling opportunities. But only a few 
people know that it is notable when it comes to 
diversity. Sometimes you can find waspfish, pipefish 
and ghostpipefish in the shallow water along the 

beach, but most people 
don’t recognize those 
small creatures as they are 
well camouflaged. When 
you visit San Pedro for 
a dive you have a good 
chance to see turtles or 
eagle rays. As you follow 
the cliffy wall you should 
have a look in all the 
cracks as Leaflip Groupers, 

Romblon harbor

Right: A tiny shrimp
Below right: Sleeping 
Reeftop Pipefish at 
night
Below: Spotfin Lionfish
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Bigeyes, Barramundis and Marine Bettas are hiding. 
Whale sharks have been spotted here, too. This spot 
is especially nice after diving as  you can relax on 
the beach with a cool drink.

Not far from San Pedro you find Agnay Marine 
Sanctuary. The reef formations here are covered in 
Acropora corals creating a landscape that appears to 
be a city built of towers, castles, walls and pitched 
roofs. Beside some big fish and giant moray eels 
you can see big swarms of unicorn- and surgeon-
fish. Along the sandy parts there a large fields with 
Spaghetti garden eels moving elegantly in the current. 

A highlight for diving is Bonbon Beach. Compared 
to the well protected south side of the two-sided 
beach the northern stretch is followed by a current 
bringing lots of plankton for the flourishing marine 
life. This spot is extraordinary rich in species. At Bonbon 
you find three different landscapes: Beside the reef 
area there is Bonbon Sea Grass Valley, a shallow 
spot with large blocks sitting in a dense meadow of 
marine plants and Bonbon Fan Coral Collection is 
the deep (25 to 40 meters) domain of large fan corals 
standing strong against the current.  Many reach 
diameters of 2 meters and above. Bonbon Beach is 
also a good choice when it comes to night diving. 
Large mollusks, Velvet fish, crustaceans like decorator 

Romblon Bay and 
Logbon 

crabs, marble shrimps and slipper lobsters, basket 
stars and Zebra worms, that can reach a length of 
more than 1 meter, are possible nightly encounters.

In sight distance from Bonbon Beach there is Logbon 
Island. Not far from the remains of the Doku Maru 
wreck is the location of Toby’s Corner. This spot is 
home to some beautiful corals and sponges. As this 
spot is quiet shallow (5 to 15 meters) and the water 
usually clear, it is the perfect location for underwater 
photographers. Beside nudibranchs and crustaceans 
you find different reef associated fish, octopus, eagle 
and blue spotted rays and different watchman gobies 
with their symbiotic shrimp partners.
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On the other side of Logbon Island you find Logbon 
Marine Sanctuary, a reef systems accommodating not 
only large lobster, but also nudibranchs, broad-club 
cuttlefish, morays, eels and many other fish species. 

Adjacent to Logbon Marine Sanctuary there is a 
small bay harboring an impressive diving location: 
Logbon Coral Canyon. At a depth of 20 to 30 meters 
you will encounter a mountainous landscape with 
valleys, ridges and canyons; all covered in a mix of 
large foliaceous sponges, various soft and hard corals 
and large whip corals. Usually there is a good chance 
to discover giant frogfish. Well camouflaged they 
hide between sponges in the same color.

For all divers enjoying a ride with the current there is 
the option to cross the Channel of Alad. The current will 
carry you across a sandy plain with rocks that are home 
to large moray eels, lobsters and boxer/cleaner/camel 
shrimps. Sometimes you are accompanied by large 
swarms of rainbow runners crossing the passage. 

The neighboring island Alad has its own specialties 
when it comes to diving. Beside Alad South, a spot 
similar to Toby’s Corner there is Alad Marine Sanctuary.  
This spot is unusual as its underwater landscape is 
dominated by fernlike hydrozoans, soft-, fan- and 
leather corals. All the soft and feathery elements 
are moving with the flow of water which gives the 
impression of wind passing through a lush garden.  
As the landscape is special its inhabitants are too, 
colorful ribbon eels, rare marble eels, flatfish, giant 
pufferfish, frogfish, golden-headed sleeper gobies, 
batfish swarms and different scorpionfish are just 
some reasons to visit this island. In the neighboring 
bay you find Alad Sanctuary Slope. It is still part of 
the Alad Marine Sanctuary but a little different. The 
slope is very steep, almost a wall and totally covered 
in hydrozoans and Pulse corals inhabitated by reef 
fish, small mollusks, colorful worms and nudibranchs 
as well as crustaceans.

Cobrador Island (Naguso) is the furthermost island 
out of the three major islands accompanying Romblon 
Island. It is home to some beautiful dive sites. The 
one well known is Sunken Island (locally known as 
Takot Reef).  It is located off the coast. Seen from 

above it gives the impression of a sunken circular island. 
Its formations are predominantly made by hard corals. 
At the plateau (about 10 to 15 meters) there are 
large groups of colorful fish, giant groupers waiting for 
prey, tiger and clouded moray eels, mantis shrimps, 
sharks, scorpionfish and devil stinger. When you dive 
your way around the island you pass large swarms 
of fusilier, unicorn and surgeon fish. There are zones 
with steep drop offs and sandy slopes up to a depth 
of 35 meters. 

On the other side of the island you find two spots 
named Coral Garden East and Coral Garden West. 
Mainly covered in hard corals these reefs offer exciting 
diving possibilities. The coral formations are teeming with 
marine life species: Multicolored fairy basslets, damsel-
fish, parrotfish, wrasses and butterfly fish swarm around 
the corals. On the sand you can spot gobies, lizardfish, 
sandperches and pipefish. Puffer-fish, porcupinefish, 
batfish swarm and big moray eels are found, too. But 
for sure the highlight is the encounter with a large sea 
turtle. What most divers enjoy about diving in Cobrador, 
Alad and Logbon is the break in between the dives. 
After the first dive you have the chance to rest at one 
of the empty local beaches. Sitting in the shade of a 
tree you can enjoy a freshly harvested coconut or lunch 
provided by the dive center. You can stroll through banana 
groves and small villages until it is time to get on the 
boat to do the next dive.

For adventurous divers there are some outstanding 
spots, too:  Right in the middle of the Sibuyan Sea 
between Sibuyan Island and Romblon Island there is a 
plateau next to a steep drop off at 25 to 45 meters. The 
locals name for the place is Kanto Pating as there are 
many sharks crossing the waters along the wall. As the 
spot is deep and surrounded by open water this spot is 
recommended for experienced divers only. 

You find another interesting spot off the southern 
coast of Sibuyan Island. There is a small uninhabited 
island with a large reef system named Cresta de Gallo. 
There is a good chance to see sharks, mantas and 
eagle rays. The vast and complex reef systems are full 
of marine species and diving options. The beautiful 
island mostly made of fine white sand is worth a visit 
too. If there would not be the neighbors Romblon 
and Sibuyan you could get the impression you are 
stranded on Robinson Crusoe’s island. 

At the other end of the province you find two adjacent 
islands. Banton Island is inhabited and famous for its 
beautiful dive spots. The locals take good care of their 
reefs, which results in richness in marine species and 
healthy corals. The smaller Bantoncillo Island offers great 
diving, too. Wide fields of soft and hard corals with some 
large rocks compose a beautiful underwater landscape with 
lots of marine residents. Beside a few goats nobody is living 
on the islet. There is a hidden beach with a small cave. It is 
a perfect location for a resting and lunch. 

Dragon Rock on 
Cobrador Island
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The Cave at Bantoncillo 
Island

The above named spots are only a selection out of the many 
spots there are around Romblon Island. Beside that there 
are still new spots discovered on a regular base as most parts 
are still undiscovered and untouched by divers.

HOW TO GET THERE
Manila:
1. Fly Southeast Airlines (SEAIR) from Manila on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays at 10:40 A.M. to 
Tablas (Tugdan) Airport. Flights return on the same 
days at 11:50 A.M. (Times may vary. Please check 
before booking.) Take jeepney, tricycle or private car 
service to San Augustine port & then catch the 1pm 
pump boat to Romblon, Romblon. If you miss the 1 
pm boat you can charter a local boat, depending on 
size, for P1,000-3,500. 
2. Fly ZESTAIR from Manila to Tablas Airport on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, or Saturdays at 6:00 A.M. and 
return during the same days, at 7:45 A.M. (Times 
may vary. Please check before booking.) Take jeepney, 
tricycle or private car service to San Augustine port & 
then catch the 1pm pump boat to Romblon, Romblon. If 
you miss the 1pm boat you can charter a local boat, 
depending on size, for P1,000-3,500.
3. Take a 12-hour cruise on Mary the Queen of Romblon 
Shipping Lines, Inc. (Formerly MBRS) from Manila 
North Harbor, Pier 8, direct to Romblon, Romblon. 
Boat leaves Manila @ 5pm. Tickets can be bought at 
pier. Get there early to assure you get a bed. 

Batangas:
1. Take a 15-hour cruise from Batangas City port to 
Romblon, Romblon via Montenegro Lines (Tel. Nos.: 
043-7238294). Leaves Batangas City port at 5:00 
P.M. on Monday, Thursday and Saturday.
Caticlan:
1.Take a 2-3 hour ferry/pump boat ride to Looc. Boat 
leaves Looc or Caticlan daily at 9:00 A.M. Take jeepney, 
tricycle or private car service to San Augustine port 
Charter a local boat, depending on size, for P1,000-
3,500 or stay in San Augustine overnight before 
catching the daily 6am ferry (M/V Maria Querubin of 
Montenegro Lines) to Romblon, Romblon. 
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ANCHOR BAY WATERSPORTS ROMBLON

Beautiful Beaches
Great Sailing
The only thing missing
is YOU!!!!!
Put yourself in the  picture Put yourself in the  picture 
and enjoy a fantastic Island 
Getaway!

HOBIE HIRE
Holds up to 6 adults

OVERNIGHT-
CAMPING

ENJOY THIS UNFORGETTABLE GETAWAY NOW!
Call or Email Dennis today and book your getaway experience
+63918 247 9941 / +63918 247 9942  anchorbayromblon@yahoo.com
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o much has been written about Bohol, one of 
the prime tourist destinations of the Philippines. 

But where on the island province can you explore an 
underwater paradise of amazing dive sites, sunbathe 
on white beaches and sand bars, come face to face 
with mangrove monkeys and myriad birds in sylvan 
surroundings, and marvel at the biodiversity of island 
lakes? 

Where indeed in God’s little paradise, as Bohol is 
aptly described by many, can you give yourself an 
adrenaline rush by paddling through a labyrinth of 
mangrove thickets and crossing a winding river that 
runs through canopies of tropical foliage? 

Where can you scale mountains and craggy cliffs, 
discover mystical caves that have remained unexplored 
for many years, and let your weary body be soothed 
by lagoons, springs and waterfalls?

Where can you turn back the hands of time and walk 
through a profusion of built heritage amidst a community 
steeped in a wealth of traditions in culture and the arts?

The answer is a place called Loon (pronounced lo-on), 
the westernmost town of the province where 67 
barangays are evenly spread in beautiful plateaus, 
lofty mountains and two karst islands.

Named after a crystal-clear spring that gushes from 
the bosom of the earth, Loon is blessed with plenty 
of natural resources and built heritage complemented 
by warm-hearted people whose folkways and beliefs 
have been nurtured by family and religion.
          
Historical landmarks and cultural 
treasures
Loon is almost always associated with its imposing 
fortress-like church. Completed in the 1860s, the 
church of the Nuestra Senora de la Luz, more popularly 
known as “Birhen sa Kasilak” or Our Lady of Light, is 
considered the “Crowning Glory of Recollect Architecture” 
and the “Queen of All Heritage Churches in Bohol”.

The extremely elegant Baroque facade of this biggest 
church edifice in the Visayas is highlighted by delicate 
bas relief carving nowhere found in the province. 

by Reigh P. Monreal
photos as credited:

LOON/CABILAO
The Well-kept Treasure 

On Bohol’s Western Corridor 
Loon is blessed 
with plenty 
of natural 
resources and 
built heritage 
complemented 
by warm-
hearted 
people whose 
folkways and 
beliefs have 
been nurtured 
by family and 
religion.

Church of the Nuestra Senora de la Luz,
a national historical landmark
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Visitors are awed by the Corinthian columns and fine 
details of the lace-like capitals on the facade and the 
main altar. 

The painted ceiling of the interior, done by Rey 
Francia in the 1930s, complements the turn-of-the-
century tiles on the floor, while the faux dome depicts 
popular saints venerated by Catholics.

In December of last year, the National Historical 
Commission of the Philippines declared the church 
as a National Historical Landmark. The National Museum 
also declared it as a National Cultural Treasure along 
with three other structures – a stone stairway, a mortuary, 
and a graveyard, all constructed during the Spanish 
colonial period.  

The grand stairway behind the church, called “Inang-
angan”, is composed of five flights and 212 steps 
made of coral blocks.  The promenade leads down to 
the coastal village of Napo, Loon’s original settlement. 
This grand structure was constructed between 1847 and 
1849 to improve contact with the present town center. 

Directly facing the church is the “morada”, a hexagonal 
two-storey mortuary made of coral-stone blocks put 
together by a mixture of sand, lime and water.  In 
olden times, mass was not celebrated for the remains 
of the dead.  Instead, they were brought to this 
chapel for final blessing before they were laid to rest 
at a graveyard unique in Bohol because of its circular 
perimeter.

The art deco public plaza serves as the centerpiece 
of the town. Completed in 1929, it features an 
impressive monument dedicated to the national 
hero, Dr. Jose P. Rizal. Of particular interest is a 
miniature Statue of Liberty atop the monument 
attesting to the era it was constructed. 

Nearby is a fountain that features four caryatids forming a 
column that supports a disk.  Evenly spaced on the rim 
of this circular platform are four gargoyles that serve 
as water spouts.  Figures of two women, one carrying 
an urn and the other drinking water from her scooped 
hand, complete the whole structure.  

About three kilometers north of the town center is 
a river and a bluff overlooking the wide expanse of 
mangrove swamps. The place is a mute witness to 
the most successful ambush staged by the Boholano 
guerillas led by Capt. Francisco Salazar against the 
Japanese aggressors during the Second World War.  

On this site the local government unit commemorates 
the Battle of Moalong River every year and hopes to 
develop a peace park.  

A few kilometers upstream is Cantaongon, a major 
supply camp of the guerrillas, where Salazar captivated 
the locals with his agility astride a galloping horse. 

Rizal monument with a 
small Statue of Liberty 
on top

Nature’s bounty

The Loonanons have been known as the most itinerant 
among Boholanos, engaging in the retail business in 
Samar, Leyte, Negros, Palawan, Siquijor and most 
provinces in Mindanao. On the other hand many of 
those who graduate from its seven high schools opt to 
go to college but practice their professions elsewhere. 
These cultural aspects are compounded by the rugged 
topography that deters large-scale agriculture from 
doing well. As a result, much of what Mother Nature 
has blessed Loon with has retained its pristine state.   

Around the island of Cabilao divers are drawn to the 
hammerhead sharks, soft and hard corals, and pygmy 
seahorses. A tourist can swim, dive, snorkel, take 
underwater photographs, jet-ski or fish.   

The island has two enclosed bodies of water. The 
bigger one, Cabilao Island Lake, is frequented by 
migratory birds and fringed with trees growing below 
slopes of solid rock marked with fossils of marine 
organisms.  

The other one, called Green Footprint Lagoon, has 
a lakebed where the seaweed latu (Caulerpa sp.) 
grows in abundance. The lagoon is also home to a 
species of red shrimp.  
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Marine protected areas also abound in Loon. Those 
in Basdacu and Cabacungan are frequented by divers 
because of their rich flora and fauna. Suggested activities 
at the buffer zones of these MPAs include swimming, 
diving, snorkeling, underwater photography, hook-
and-line fishing, and gleaning for seaweeds and 
shellfish. 

The white beaches on the mainland, the Rock Island 
Cove on Sandingan Island, and the sand bars of Cabilao 
are attracting picnickers from all over.  

During high tide, the interlinked passageways on 
Tajang Pass seem to separate the mangrove thickets 
into small islands. The mangrove gardens that line 
the coastal villages of Cantomucad and Pondol are 
inhabited by macaque monkeys, now becoming a 
major attraction. 

The Moalong River serves as the main catchment 
for the water coming from all springs, streams and 

waterfalls of Loon’s uplands. The watershed to which 
the river belongs is also a habitat of diverse species 
of plants and animals that include endemic birds, 
mamag (tarsier), kagwang (a lemur-like species), and 
tinggawong (bearcat).

Caves of karst origin are found almost everywhere. In 
the village of Cantam-is Baslay alone, a spelunker can 
explore at least 30 caves.  These subterranean niches 
are home to thousands of bats and nocturnal birds. 

The mountains of Canmanoc and Tan-awan are 
prominent landmarks that offer a commanding view 
of the sea, town center and neighboring mountains.  
They are also ideal venues for trekking and mountain 
biking.

Water flows from the fringes of the hidden valley of 
Danicop in the village of Ticugan. The raging waters that 
soothe a trekker’s aching back must have gouged 
the softer parts of the rocky cliff above the riverbank 
and created huge pockmark-like holes on its wall. 

The Pi-ong Falls situated between Nagtuang and 
Canmaag drops like a bride’s veil onto a lagoon. 
Nearby the Kabantian Falls found between Nagtuang 
and Bongco seems like a water stairway as it drops 
six times before reaching a pool of water.  

Festival of Lights

Loon celebrates its annual fiesta every September in 
honor of its patroness, the Birhen sa Kasilak. During 
the nine-day revelry, cultural activities are mounted 
nightly, among which is the dance of lights competition. 
Hand-held lanterns of varied colors gracefully float 
in the dark amid cheers from the crowd. 

Sleeping giant no more

As Loon braces for the opening soon of the country’s 
first and only international cruise ship port at Catagbacan 
wharf, the municipal government, with Mayor Lloyd 
Peter M. Lopez at the helm, initiated the drafting 
of a municipal tourism master plan whose objectives 
have gradually been achieved.  

People’s organizations are strengthened to become 
frontliners of a craft village within a tourism zone 
and as interpreters and service providers of tour 
packages.   

Souvenir hunters can go to the Mercado de Loon 
where a center of Loonanon craftsmanship sell locally 
made products.
          
Considered as Bohol’s sleeping tourism giant, Loon 
has indeed opened its doors to face the challenges 
and opportunities that the tourism industry offers 
now and in the future. 

Diving in Loon

Macaque monkey
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Getting there:

Loon is 28 km north of Tagbilaran City where daily 
flights to and from Manila and boat trips to and from 
Cebu are available. 

Further north is Tubigon town where boats depart for 
Cebu City daily from 6:00 AM to 12:00 midnight. 

The town is only 40 minutes from either Tagbilaran 
or Tubigon where public utility buses, jeepneys, 
taxicabs and vans-for-hire are available.  

A provincial road also connects the eastern town of 
Antequera to the national highway in Catagbacan 
where a secondary pier is operational for the daily 
traffic of cargo and passengers enroute to and from 
Argao, Cebu.   

Inter-barangay accessibility is facilitated by a good 
network of barangay roads traversed daily by a number 
of tricycles and “habal-habal” (motorcycles). Also, 
there is a daily schedule of jeepneys and buses going 
to and from Sandingan Island through the Tajang 
causeway. 

At the Mocpoc wharf in Sandingan motorized 
outrigger boats ferry passengers to the tourism 
island of Cabilao in only ten minutes.  
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Paradise in the sun



BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

www.gme.net.au
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INNOVATIVE ELECTRONICS

GD9600 SERIES
Marine AM/FM Radio
DVD/CD/MP3 Player

GR200
Marine AM/FM/VHF 

Broadcast Radio

GX660
Marine VHF 

Handheld Radio

MT403/G 406 MHz EPIRB 
Manual or water activation 

with GPS option.

SUBIC MAIN OFFICE
Lot 14 Magellan’s Landing
Argonaught Highway
Subic Bay Freeport Zone
T/F: +63 47 252-5468
M: +63 929 276-3088
E: subic@broadwatermarine.com

MANILA SHOWROOM
Asean Park
CCP Complex Roxas Boulevard
Malate, Manila
T/F: +63 2 832-5027
M: +63 999 328-2664
E: manila@broadwatermarine.com

BORACAY SHOWROOM
Bantud Manoc-Manoc
Malay
Boracay, Aklan
T/F: +63 36 260-2424
M: +63 929 823-0198
E: boracay@broadwatermarine.com

PUNTA FUEGO SHOWROOM
Punta Fuego Yacht Club
North Marina, 
Club Punta Fuego
Nasugbu, Batangas
M: +63 927 668-4388
E: puntafuego@broadwatermarine.com

CEBU SHOWROOM
Cebu Yacht Club
Building 1
Pusok, Lapu-Lapu City, Cebu
T/F: +63 32 341-0474
M: +63 926 691-5101
E: cebu@broadwatermarine.com

www.broadwatermarine.com
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Bohol - at the ‘Centre of the Centre’ 
for Philippine Marine Biodiversity 

Not only is there incredible marine biodiversity here, 
but the Danajon Bank is also a favoured resting 
ground on the Asian bird migratory route, running 
North and South.

The reef system is protected and sheltered within 
the Camotes Sea, which is an ‘inland’ sea that acts 
as a barrier from strong currents, monsoon winds 
and heavy sea swells. The result is a dynamic double 
barrier reef system that is home to umpteen marine 
species as well as mangroves and seagrasses, that 
thrive in shallow and protected waters. 

The area is naturally a favoured fishing ground for 
locals, and careful management to support the 
community and maintain the marine environment 
are absolutely critical for the long term survival and 
ongoing sustainability in this centre of the centre 
for Philippine marine biodiversity.

Words and 
photographs by

BRUCE CURRAN

The Philippines 
has already 
been declared 
as ‘the centre 
of the centre 
of marine shore 
fish biodiver-
sity’, because, 
for example, 
whereas the 
Caribbean Sea 
has 60 coral 
species, our 
superb archi-
pelago has 
over 500!

‘The centre of the centre of marine shore fish biodiversity’

he Double Reef Factor   Bohol, in the Central he Double Reef Factor   Bohol, in the Central he Double Reef Factor
Visayas, has not only one of the most unique 

and fascinating reef systems in the Philippines, but 
also one of the most unique on Earth. Its Danajon 
Bank is a ‘Double Barrier Reef’ system, of which there 
are only three in the entire Indo-Pacific region. The 
overall area of the Danajon Bank covers 272 square 
kilometres, with a total coastline of 699 kilometres, 
which includes 40 islands. The Danajon Reef stretches 
over 130 kilometres and encompasses three large 
reefs located off the northwest coast of Bohol. 

The Philippines has already been declared as ‘the 
centre of the centre of marine shore fish biodiversity’, 
because, for example, whereas the Caribbean Sea 
has 60 coral species, our superb archipelago has over 
500! Bohol finds itself at the very heart of this marine 
biodiversity, and plays a significant role as the breeding 
ground, nursery and evolutionary source for the crux 
of marine life within the shelter of this magic arena. 

T
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The Cloma Factor    Tomas Cloma from Panglao, The Cloma Factor    Tomas Cloma from Panglao, The Cloma Factor
Bohol, was a man on a maritime mission in the 
1940s and 50s. His contribution to Philippine marine 
resources has found its own place in history. Principally 
a commercial fisherman, but also an adventurer, 
Thomas explored far and wide in order to chart and 
discover new fishing grounds.

The fact is, on the back of his extraordinary exploits 
between 1947 and 1956, in May 1956 he newly 
named the Kalayaan Island Group, in the West Philippine 
Sea (a.k.a. South China Sea) and claimed it the “Free 
Territory of Freedomland”.

Thomas Cloma posted copies of his “Notice to the 
Whole World” on the group of islands, thus claiming 
ownership of 33 islands and reefs, including the 
associated fishing grounds to the west of Palawan 

Island. ‘Freedomland’ was born, with its capital on Flat 
Island (Patag Island). However, within a few months, 
Taiwan occupied and garrisoned the nearby island of 
Itu Aba and through reported acts of international 
piracy and physical intimidation, prevented Thomas 
from further establishing Freedomland.

It was based on this ‘discovery’ by a Filipino that 
former President Ferdinand Marcos laid his claims to 
the island group on behalf of the Philippine nation. 
However, by some accounts, a dispute followed 
between Cloma and Marcos and, after the former was 
pressured by imprisonment in the 1970s, he agreed 
to ‘cede’ his claim to the Philippine government for 
the tidy sum of one Peso! History is often made by 
such stuff and stories.

The Kalayaan Island Group comes within the disputed 
seas now collectively called the Spratly Islands. China 
arrogantly lays claim to this entire area while parts 
are also claimed by the Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia, 
Brunei and Vietnam. Ongoing encounters mostly 
involve Chinese vessels in these seas, and the 
Philippines more and more refers to this area by its 
original name: the West Philippine Sea. 

Thanks to Tomas Cloma from Bohol, the Philippines’ 
claim to their part of the Spratly Islands is well 
rooted, and it was one Peso well spent by the 
Philippine government to counter China’s stated 
claim to imperious empire. 

Tomas Cloma is a Filipino ‘hero’, whose ancestral 
home can be visited on land in Panglao. PMI Colleges 
was another Thomas Cloma brainchild. Thomas 
founded the first Philippine Maritime Institute 
in 1948, as an educational institution to provide 
quality maritime education for seafarers today. 

Thomas Cloma; a Boholian through and through. 

Map of Danajon Bank

Ancestral home of 
Admiral Tomas Cloma
in Panglao
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Bancas - the way to 
travel an archipelago

The Eco-tourism Factor   Bohol used to be a centre The Eco-tourism Factor   Bohol used to be a centre The Eco-tourism Factor
for whale hunting, but now most ex-hunters have 
put their futures behind preservation, conservation and 
eco-tourism. On land and in the sea this modern phrase 
drives environmental hope for the area. Consciousness 
is clearly the foundation for the future. 

Four main rivers, waterfalls and over 100 caves are 
on the wish-lists. Panglao Island (across the causeway 
from Bohol), Balicasag Island, Pamilacan Island, 
Cabilao island and the Danajon Bank are major 
resources for diving, snorkelling and exploring the 
marine biodiversity of this magnificent area.

Overall, Bohol is surrounded by a total of 73 smaller 
islands, and eco-tourism clearly has a bright and 
critical future in the concerted efforts to conserve 
and maintain this unique environment. 

The Historical Factor  (i) In 1565 the Spaniard Legaspi The Historical Factor  (i) In 1565 the Spaniard Legaspi The Historical Factor
and Datu Sikatuna formed the famous blood-pact as 
a treaty of friendship, known as the “Sandugo”, on 
Bohol Island.

(ii) Carlos Garcia from Talibon, Bohol, was the 4th 
President of the Republic of the Philippines from 
1957 to 1960.

(iii) Today it is the famed Chocolate Hills and Tarsiers 
that tower over these events, and they will continue 
to co-exist on land surrounded by seas that carry the 
future of a nation deep within the most marine bio-
diverse region on our entire planet. This is the mark 
of Bohol, and it constitutes the jewel in the crown 
of the marine environment, dependent on human 
consciousness and awareness in conserving the 
environment for the benefit of ‘The Future Factor.’ 

Panglao Watchtower

Angel in Panglao
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PHILIPPE TARSIER RECREATION INC.
Km. 16 Hoyohoy, Tawala, Panglao Island, Bohol   Tel: 0917.5266001   www.philtarsier.com / Philippe Tarsier

A tropical botanical 
garden and animal 

sanctuary that cover 7 
hectares, showcasing 

over 3,000 species and 
varieties of tropical 

plants, as well as our 
extensive selection of 

stone and bronze 
statues and sculptures.

The museum, a 
“cabinet de curiosites” 
of European, Asian and 
African arts. A 
collection acquired by 
Nicolas Moussempes 
over 40 years of 
traveling around the 
world.

TARSIER BOTANIKA TARSIER ARTISTIKA

BOTANICAL GARDEN, ANIMAL SANCTUARY,
ART MUSEUM, FRENCH CAFE, RESTAURANT,
BOUTIQUE, DIVING, HORSE BACKRIDING

AND PHOTOGRAPHER’S PARADISE

The Cafe Exotica’s 
recipes is a creation by 
Patricia Moussempes 

 
from the Parisian 
patisseries specializing 
in the art of traditional 
French pastry and
breadmaking.

TARSIER EXOTIKA

A diverse choice of 
European and Asian 
cuisine focusing on the 
use of fresh herbs from 
our garden and exotic 
spices from around the 
world. We aim to capture 

the freshest quality of 
ingredients.

TARSIER PAPRIKA

opening end of 2011

Exclusive gifts, fashion 
jewelry and lifestyle 

home products from the 
Philippines and imported 
from other parts of Asia. 
We continously source 

for new and exciting 
items to add to the 

”Philippe Tarsier Boutik” 
collection.

PHILIPPE TARSIER BOUTIK

Tarsier Aquatika operated 

recreational and technical 
diving. Laurent and 
Yohanna are dedicated to 
all forms of diving, 
teaching the techniques 
and knowledge from 
PADI, CMAS and TDI.
email: pranabohol@gmail.com

TARSIER AQUATIKA
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the motive of export-profit rather than centuries-
old, logically sustainable fishing practices. The result: 
turtles, manta rays and whale sharks have been 
caught and butchered in the thousands in recent 
decades, almost exclusively for export.

Starting during the last decade of the 20th century 
and continuing throughout the 21st century, scuba 
divers have traveled to the Bohol Island group in 
increasing numbers and dive resorts now proliferate 
along almost every beach that has a nearby reef, 
especially along the beaches of Panglao Island – the 
largest island in the southwest corner of the Bohol 
Island group. Tourists mean relatively easy alternative 
income, causing many fishermen to (thankfully) 
switch for a second time: to providing island-hopping 
expeditions and whale & dolphin watching tours.

As the numbers of tourists continue to grow so do 
the numbers who want alternative water sports 
distractions, other than scuba diving. Today, Panglao 
Island offers scuba diving plus: kayaking, snorkeling, 
island hopping, windsurfing, wakeboarding, jet-skiing, 
flying-fish & banana-boat riding, whale & dolphin 
watching and sea-walking. Soon to arrive will be 

he Bohol Island group is situated near the 
eastern end of the deep water, marine migration 

corridor that stretches from the Surigao Strait (on 
the Pacific Coast of the Philippine archipelago) and 
the Balabac Strait (in the West, where the Sulu Sea 
joins the West Philippine Sea), and as such its waters 
are temporary home to migratory fish of all shapes 
and sizes. Filter feeders such a whale sharks & manta 
rays pass through these waters during their seasonal 
migrations, as do predatory hammerhead sharks and 
surprisingly sprightly turtles. With such a bountiful 
supply of clear, nutrient-rich water, and the marine 
life that thrives in such, the Bohol Island group is 
recently famous for scuba diving, especially off 
Panglao Island.

The relative abundance of marine life has historically 
meant that most island residents wanted for little 
that the bountiful waters did not already provide. 
However, with popular television’s insipid invasion 
of homes & minds - promoting consumerism’s 
promise of an almost-attainable lifestyle - and as the 
global appetite for exotic seafoods (especially from 
China, Japan and Korea) increased, many fishermen 
switched to more destructive fishing methods, with 

ACTIVE WATER SPORTS DESTINATION

The tourist 
adventure of 
Bohol/Panglao 
is really a story 
of two islands, 
both success-
fully attracting 
water sports 
enthusiasts 
but both with 
different focus 
and motivation.

Words by MARTYN WILLES
Photographs as credited:

Kayaking adventures start in Maribojoc

T

BOHOL / PANGLAO
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para-sailing and maybe even some real sailing, in 
dinghies or native paraws. 

The tourist adventure of Bohol / Panglao is really a 
story of two islands, both successfully attracting water 
sports enthusiasts but both with different focus and 
motivation. Bohol is the main island that gives its 
name to the province, while Panglao Island is its 
attractive, much smaller but troubled sibling.

Our water sports adventure started on Bohol Island, 
in the municipality of Maribojoc, just twenty minutes 
from Tagbilaran City Airport

In the municipality of Maribojoc the entire community 
is engaged in helping the visitor understand the natural 
beauty of the area, with minimal impact on the 
environment. Maribojoc’s main attraction is the 
Abatan River. You can travel by water tour boat or 
kayak, up the 13.5Km of the Abatan River, through 
four more municipalities, before arriving at the headwaters 
of the river, beneath the Mag-aso Falls/Dagook waterfall. 
Along the winding river course you will discover the 
history of Bohol, the indigenous peoples’ initial resistance 
to the Spanish invaders and try your hand at modern-

BOHOL / PANGLAO
day native handicraft industries. Apart from the diesel 
fuel (required if you choose the river boat tour as 
opposed to the kayaking) almost everything 
employed in the river tour experience is indigenous. 
You might even come face-to-face with the ghost of 
Princess Wadji - the warrior princess of Bohol, who 
repelled the Spanish invaders for many years, after 
the latter had finally subdued Lapu-lapu’s followers 
on Mactan Island, across the seas to the North.

The community, through enthusiastic People’s Orga-
nizations, provides native, bamboo & nipa cottages 
for you to stay in and there are numerous “homestay” 
accommodation options available, set amongst 
plantations of coconut and other fruit bearing trees.

While staying in Maribojoc you should not miss the 
opportunity to kayak the Abatan River in the evening. 
Moonlight kayaking offers one of the most romantic 
experiences you can have on the water and when the 
moon is not full you will be dazzled by the thousands 
of fireflies that fill the air throughout the protected 
mangrove forests. . . sliding over the dark water 
surrounded by fireflies is like being surrounded by 
your own personal Mall-Of Asia fireworks display.

The Abatan River glides through bountiful plantations
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The Abatan River Tour takes about half-a-day and 
should be booked in advance, through your resort or 
through the nearest tourism office. Starting in Cortes 
a blessing for your journey will be requested from 
the spirit of Princess Wadji, guardian of the Abatan 
River. At Maribojoc you will be adorned with leis and 
entertained with traditional music. As you pass the 
main bridges along the river you can expect to be 
showered with petals from the varied tropical flowers 
that bloom in abundance in the gardens and in the 
forests of Bohol Island. In Antequera you take time 
out for a demonstration of native handicrafts, where 
you actually get to make some of the items usually 
offered for sale in the tourist shops; dancing is 
featured in Antequera and you are expected to join in 
the fun. Next stop is Balilihan where, through music 
and dance, you will learn of the life of the Balilihans 
since the dawn of time. Finally, arriving in Catigbian, 
you will be welcomed into the kingdom of Ga-an.

If you choose to take the tour on a kayak then you 
will also have the chance to get up close to the birds, 
animals and fish that live in and along the Abatan 
River. Kayak the Abatan River in the afternoon and 
you will probably see brahminy kites circling and 
swooping to catch fish, as they rise to feed, or 
occasionally take a snake in their talons.

What impresses most is the community involvement 
in the various attractions along the river. You are 
made to feel welcome wherever you stop and the use 
of indigenous products is predominant.

If you are in Maribojoc in October or June you will 
probably chance upon Dragon Boat Racing where teams 
from barangays and community groups compete for 
the honor of becoming reigning dragon boat champion. 
This new venture was started by Mayor Evasco who 
persuaded the Philippine Sports Commission to donate 
two dragon boats from Manila, to help build friendly 
rivalry between the various Abatan River communities. 
So far the women teachers of Maribojoc have proved 
themselves worthy champions over even the hardy 
fishermen because, as municipal chief of staff 
observed, “women teachers work better together as 
a team whereas the fishermen all want to show off 
their individual talent” - for success in dragon boat 
racing you need eighteen people to work together. 
The hope is that Maribojoc, or one of the adjacent 
municipalities, will soon have a dragon boat team 
that can compete at the national and international 
events and maybe the Maribojoc waterfront will 
become an alternative venue for international events 
(certainly the water here is so much sweeter than in 
Manila Bay).

Its all part of the Bohol eco-philosophy that working 
together for the community is the best way to win.

We moved North to Catigbian for some adventure 
trails and obstacle courses that could easily have 
caused us to end-up swimming in the Abatan River.
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Mother Nature loves the natural coral stone

Maribojoc teachers use rhythm to win over testosterone

Dragon Boats provided by the Philippine Sports Commission
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DASMARIÑAS TRAVEL AND TOURS
Corner Mangubat Avenue, Aguinaldo Hi-way, Dasmariñas, Cavite, PHILIPPINES
Email info: dasmariñastravelandtours@yahoo.com.ph
Makati Phone: (02) 529-8208  Mobile: 0917-586-0047 
Dasmariñas Phone: (046) 432-0692  Mobile: 0917-887-0332

• Direct Bonded Agents for:  
Negros Navigation
Superferry
Moreta Shipping Lines
Cebu Pacific
Air Philippines

• • Sub-Agents for                   
Philippine Airlines
Zest Air

• Through partner IATA Travel      
   Agents we provide travel on all    
   International Airlines to all  
   destinations.

• Group or individual • Group or individual 
   Itineraries, Hotel bookings,          
   Passporting and Visa services           
   plus Ground Transportation &       
   Airport Transfers all arranged
   at extremely competitive rates.

For personalized service call our 
Dasmariñas, Cavite or Makati Dasmariñas, Cavite or Makati 
offices and speak with our 
trained, experienced agents. 

Want to visit
Bohol?

Arrange
all your

travel needs
with US!
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At Catigbian we were promised more water sports 
activity near the Mag-aso Falls/Dagook Falls at the 
head of the Abatan River. In the 20-hectare area 
designated as GREAT (Green Recreational Eco-
Adventure Tour) in the Catigbian DATE Park 
(Dagook Adventure Tour Experience) to be truthful 
most of the adventures were above the water and 
the sport was within - perilous climbs and traversing 
spans across valleys full of cascading rivers.

By executive order signed by Governor, Erico B. 
Aumentado, and under the direction of Catigbian 
Municipal Mayor Capt. Roberto L.Salinas, PN(Ret), 
the GREAT DATE (watch for more super acronyms 
coming later) adventures are in their infancy, and now 
is a good time to come and experience the raw beauty 
of Catigbian, before the crowds who will surely follow.

In Catigbian you can get up close and personal with 
nature in the rain forest. Hopefully the management 
will take heed of our advice and instead of the proposed 
zoo-like cages for indigenous animals, the animals 
will be seen instead in their natural habitat encouraged 
to pose for the pixel enthusiasts at suitably located 
feeding stations.

Everyone who partakes of a GREAT DATE adventure 
comes away smiling, if a little wobbly from crossing 
the Monkey Bridge.

Loving Bohol through the forest canopy
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Naturally filtered 
water is abundant 

throughout 
Bohol Island 

Roaring 
Mag-aso Falls 
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Further North we trekked to the landlocked 
municipality of Danao, where adventure sports have 
taken over the whole municipality to the point where 
almost everyone has at least one family member 
involved in supporting the Mayor’s initiative.

EAT Danao

Danao, at the turn of the century, was a fifth class 
municipality relying exclusively on farming for its 
livelihood. Five years ago Department Of Tourism 
Regional Director Rowena Montecillo was invited by 
Mayor Thomas Gonzaga to share his vision – a vision 
that stretched both 400 meters across and 200 meters 
down the Wahig River gorge. RD Rowena admits 
that, as she stood looking over the edge of the almost 
vertical south-face of the gorge, she was more than 
just skeptical but nevertheless assisted in the mayor’s 
dream and the Extreme/Eco/Educational Adventure 
Tour Danao was born. Today, income from the Danao 
“Suislide” (zipline) and “Plunge” (a bit like bungee 
jumping, without the chance of immersion) have 
elevated Danao to second class Municipality status.

New water sports attractions at Danao’s Extreme/
Eco/Educational Adventure Tour are wet caving and 
kayaking. On the day we arrived we met up with a 
group of adventure seekers visiting from Hong in 
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Pristine dive spots, adventure tours, 
white powder sand beaches, clear 

blue seas and Breathtakingly beautiful 
nature and culture spots are waiting 

for scuba divers, newly weds, couples, 
families and visitors. For adventure 

tours, snorkeling, swimming 
or just relaxing. It’s all here at 

SUN APARTELLE Hotel/Resort Alona 
Beach, Bohol, Philippines.

HOTEL-RESORT & 
RESTAURANT/BAR & 

“SUN DIVERS” DIVE 

Sun Apartelle Corporation
Tawala, Panglao Island, Bohol 6340, Philippines                           

Tel.: 0063-38-502 90 63   Fax: 0063-38-502 90 64
Irena und Boris Heberer  E-mail: info@sunapartelle.com

The underwater world around 
Alona Beach, Panglao Island, with the 

bio-diversity of an intact coral reef, 
has an international reputation of the 

highest order. SUN DIVERS will 
guide you through diving spots like 

Balicasag Island and Pamilacan Island 
which offer some of the most awesome 

underwater sceneries.

DIVE	 WITH	 SUN	 DIVERS

Divecenter	 under	 German	 management	 offers	
DIVING	 &	 SNORKELING	 courses	 for	 beginners	
and	 advanced	 students,	 to	 an	 international	
standard	 in	 different	 languages.

SUN	 DIVERS 
BOHOL PHILIPPINES
For Diving & Snorkeling courses/ motor bike rental contact: 
Gerhard	 Gauss	 +63	 920	 523	 8513	
Erwin	 Weihing	 +63	 929	 785	 5014 
Tawala, Panglao, Philippines  Tel: +63 38 502 1971 
Email: info@sun-divers.net • website: www.sun-divers.net
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Tranquility beside the water is 
possible almost everywhere here

This was the only guy on the day we were 
there, a second before release into the gorge

More than 70% of the 
Plungers are women!
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Kong. Hong Kong Chinese have a different way of 
enjoying a kayaking adventure and for much of the 
journey they were intent upon getting each other as 
wet as possible . . . perhaps their roots were actually 
in Yunan Province and their genes partially Dai.

As a kayaking adventure the route is not so strenuous 
and there is the chance to see some local wildlife 
and marine life, including two species of river turtle 
indigenous to the area. The river gorge is quite special 
and there are still many native trees and other foliage 
along the steep slopes.

The Kamira Cave is a wet cave and can only be 
explored with a guide. We missed the opportunity 
to penetrate the cave system because it goes almost 
a kilometer into the mountain and our time was 
limited so comparison to others we have most 
recently visited in Davao Del Norte was not possible. 
Those who have penetrated say that it is not technically 
difficult but is nevertheless visually impressive. 

After Danao we traveled back to Panglao Island to 
discover Bohol’s main claim to fame: scuba diving.

Scuba Diving

All around the islands that make up the Bohol Island 
group you will find all manner of marine life, seemingly 
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Ultralight and Paramotor flying airstrip and 
flying school Danao

Hong Kong Chinese have a different way of enjoying the kayaking - getting wet mostly



3333333333BOATING&
WATERSPORTS WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATINGBOATINGBOATING

great abundance. This is mostly due to its unique 
location, close to where part of the Pacific Ocean 
forces itself through the narrow Surigao Strait, in its 
efforts to reach the Malacca Strait and to eventually 
join the Indian Ocean. There used to be more abundant 
marine life here, but predation by Man has increased 
along with population growth and for-profit marine 
enterprises. Nevertheless, the reefs that surround 
the islands of Bohol remain uniquely attractive to 
recreational scuba divers.

From the perspective of Panglao Island, in the south-
west, everyone raves about Balicasag Island. We 
chatted for a while with Darwin Menorias, Instructor 
at Bohol Divers Club, and, as he clicked through a 
thousand photographs on his computer, we came to 
understand why.

At Balicasag Island the reef walls are largely pristine 
and bursting with all manner of marine life, feeding 
and sheltering amongst mostly hard corals. Whether 
you are a macro or wide angle person there is so 
much to see at Balicasag that you could spend a 
week just here, discovering the many varied creatures 
that flourish in the nutrient-rich waters. 

Of particular note are the shoals of skip-jack tuna 
and barracuda; the skip-jack tuna are sufficiently 
unafraid that the quiet scuba diver can rise up into 
their midst as they circle, for a very special pixel-
moment. There are almost always turtles at Balicasag 
and, during the first three months of the year, you 
can frequently see whale sharks and the occasional 
thresher shark.

For the macro scuba divers, you will feast your eyes 
on ghost pipe fish, frog fish, flamboyant cuttlefish 
and blue ring octopus. If you go out at night then 
porcelain and decorator crabs are very active.

Closer to Panglao is Pamilacan Island where, if you 
are an experienced drift diver, you can also focus 
your lens on the vista of soft corals and the myriad 
of reef fish that live amongst them. Pamilacan also 
has many sea-snakes to entice your camera, as well 
as skip-jacks and the occasional napoleon wrasse. 
Schools of moorish idols, numbering 500 or more, 
are found here most often. Whale sharks & manta 
rays are frequently visitors; historically, many whale 
sharks & manta rays were caught and butchered on 
Pamilacan Island for export-profit, fortunately this 
practice is diminished (but not ended) with alternative 
livelihood projects that promote whale & dolphin 
watching tours.

Closer still you can dive at: Arco Point, famous for 
pigmy seahorses and ghost pipe fish; and, Kalipayan 
Wall, for closeups of frog fish and ribbon eels.

A N D A   W H I T E   B E A C H   R E S O R T
Brgy. Bacong Sitio Dagohoy, Anda, Bohol, Philippines 6311

Tel: +639155410507 / +63917000507 
Email: cornelis@andabeachresort.com 

www.andabeachresort.com

An authentic
     tropical paradiseA N D A  A N D A  A N D A  
An authentic

A N D A  
An authenticAn authentic

A N D A  
An authentic
     tropical paradiseA N D A       tropical paradise     tropical paradiseA N D A       tropical paradise W H I T E   B E A C H   R E S O R T

BlueStar Dive & Resort welcomes 
you to the Philippine island of Bohol. 
Dive into an exceptional surrounding 
combining the best of Asia and the South 
Pacific. Remoteness provides calm and 
relaxed adventures.
Because diving holidays are more than 
just fish and the sea.

BlueStar Dive & Resort   
Ipo Candabong, 
6311 Anda, Bohol, 
Philippines   
Phone +63 919 453 60 90   
dive@bluestardive.com

Slow down. Dive now. 
          Discover new worlds. 
       Welcome to paradise.
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Those with a more adventurous spirit will venture to 
the islands and shoals off the West coast of Bohol 
Island and especially in the area of Loon, and across 
on Cabilao Island. Today, this area are largely for the 
explorer diver, but I can perceive that within a decade, 
when Panglao Island will become overgrown with 
modernity, those with a passion for the tranquility 
and beauty of Mother Nature’s simplicity will invest 
their time around Cabilao Island, and hopefully 
another international airport will not be required.

Parts of Panglao Island are a bit like Boracay. In fact, 
Panglao Island is ofttimes described, by those who 
would promote it, as “Boracay before Boracay (the 
geographic location) became “Boracay” (the lifestyle 
destination)”. However, this has not stopped Panglao’s 
blatant plagiarism of the latter - of the area around 
Boracay’s Station Two - in the continued development 
of Panglao Island’s popular Alona Beach. Instead of 
Boracay’s one long beach, Panglao offers a variety of 
beaches from which to choose. 

In my editorial I mentioned that I had not visited 
Bohol for some time. My first visit to Panglao Island 
was BS - “before scuba”; Panglao Island in 2011 can 
now be described as MS - “mostly scuba”. But along 
with the scuba divers come family and friends who 
don’t just want to sunbathe or spa while waiting for 
their neoprene-skinned buddies to squelch back up 
the beach with mysterious grins, formed while biting
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A quiet scuba diver can rise up into their midst as they circle
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on the silicon parts of dive-regulators, breathing 
interesting gas mixtures and observing Mother 
Nature’s bizarre diversity of shape, color and size.

Alternative Panglao Island Water Sports

We took the Dumaluan Beach Resort jetski/wave-
runners for a spin, out beyond the reef and into the 
designated jetski area, where we were quickly joined 
by a gaggle of other thrill-seekers. The joining 
gaggle proceeded to show off their superior experience 
& skills, which mostly entailed turning their craft in 
figure-eights and making foam-filled waves to interfere 
with Mother Nature’s own. 

This was actually my first jetski/waverunner ride 
since Pattaya in 1986. The modern jetski/waverunner is 
so much more powerful (130hp compared to 30hp), 
quieter and so much safer (assuming adequate 
instruction) than their predecessors, so I can see why 
they have gained such a following. Acquaintances of 
mine, whose opinion I respect, even claim that the 
occasional buzz on a jetski/waverunner is good for 
the psyche. I can only wonder what jetski/waverunners 
will be like when I hop aboard my next one another 
quarter century from now? 

If wakeboarding is your thing then the jetski/wave-
runner shows off their second use. Wakeboarders of 
all levels of skill can enjoy the thrill of being launched 
and pulled across the wave-tops by these powerful 
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Whale sharks are frequent visitors during the winter months

Shoals of skip-jacks and other pelagics are abundant off Panglao Island

Above: Seawalker - look and feel like a semi-incapable astronaut

If you need the jetski fix then Dumaluan is the place to get it
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Once you have seen the reef you need to visit it. 
Nervous about scuba diving? Then go half-way 
and don the Seawalker helmet and check out the 
fish just ten feet below the surface. The Seawalker 
is new to Panglao Island and can only be found at 
Dumaluan at the moment. Whilst the helmet may 
make you look and feel like a semi-incapable astronaut - 
it takes a while to adjust to the impaired vision 
caused by the optical distortion of the angular 
perspex that forms the visor (why don’t they make the 
visor convex?) - the ever attentive scuba diving safety 
crew will make sure that you navigate the reef-top 
and cause no damage to yourself or to the seafloor.

One of the usual things to do while you are Seawalking 
is to feed the fish. A resident shoal of damsel fish 
have apparently taken a liking to soggy bread and 
coincidentally that is exactly what the scuba divers will 
hand to you so that you can feed the damsels. Hold the 
bread still in an outstretched hand and the damsels will 
come and pull little chunks away; wave the bread around 
and you will create a bread-cloud through which neither 
you nor the fish can see very much. Bread is not natural 
food for fish so I am hopeful that in the very near future 
an alternative natural food may be offered instead.

You can also windsurf and kayak along this stretch 
of beach and, by the time this magazine gets into 

craft but, at Php 4,500+ per hour, 
the cable wakeboarding parks of 
Deca (Mintal/Davao) and CamSur 
(Pili/Naga) would seem to offer 
more for less.

For the extra thrill of probably, 
nearly falling into the water at 
high speed then you can take a 
“banana boat” ride or strap yourself 
to the back of a “flying fish”.

Barely getting your feet wet, the 
Dumaluan Glass Bottom Boat 
allows you to view the long 
stretches of bountiful reef in 
shaded comfort. Through the 
viewing window, in the center of 
the boat, the reef comes alive as 

you pass above. If you have the time and the patience, 
ask the boatman to stop for a while so that the marine 
creatures, that were at first disturbed by the boat’s 
engine, will return and you see them going about 
their normal business of fighting for territory, foraging 
for food and fornicating for the preservation of their 
species. If you are lucky, a turtle may pass beneath 
the boat, it will most likely turn its head skyward to 
view you viewing it; give the turtle a friendly wave.

Cantomucad, Loon, Bohol
for more information

& reservations, contact:

(0916) 268 6145 or
(0917) 304 1894

WANNA SEE SOME 
MONKEY BUSINESS?   

IN THEIR 
NATURAL 
HABITAT 

LOON
MACAQUES

MANGROVE
MONKEYS
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Jetskis add a new dimension to wakeboardingJetskis add a new dimension to wakeboarding
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your hands, Dumaluan will be offering their latest 
water toy: a para-sailing boat. Launched from the 
stern of the para-sailing boat you can ride high in 
the air above the crowds and take unique aerial 
photographs of Panglao Island as it is today. In years 
to come your images may become historic record of 
the beauty of Panglao Island BA (“before airport”).

Accommodations On Panglao

Panglao Island offers something for every budget: 
from Php 650 per room/night (Calypso Divers) to 
Php 165,000 (Eskaya Resort & Spa). For the last 
three days of our visit to Panglao Island we were 
invited to explore the recently opened Dive Thru 
beach resort, to the West of Alona Beach, at around 
Php 6,000 per room/night.

Like most of the first class beach resorts in the area, 
Dive Thru has been designed to provide a complete 
package for the water sports enthusiast.

Designed by an architect with a passion for native 
style and form, the Dive Thru beach resort provides 
the water sports enthusiast with a tranquil base of 
operations that pleases the eye, tempts the palate 
and pampers the ego.

For soon-to-be scuba divers, Dive Thru provides 
first class instruction & equipment, and very 
knowledgeable staff. The resort’s swimming pool is 
large enough and deep enough to complete your 
basic introductions in complete safety. 

For the experienced scuba diver, Dive Thru’s “house 
reef” is a macro photographer’s dream: Point Reef. 
The Point Point reef is home to such exotic varieties 
as ghost pipe fish and pigmy seahorses. Photographs 
that grace the walls of the resort’s rooms, dining and 
recreation areas will surely entice you to dive all day 
and into the night.

If you feel you need that “buzz” and simply have 
to get it today then Dive Thru offers jetskis and 
waverunners for hire. For the more adventurous 
and environmentally aware, Dive Thru has Ocean 
Kayaks so that you can paddle with your picnic 
and explore your way to Virgin Island or one of the 
many other destinations around Panglao Island’s 
southwestern corner.

If you want to get away from (almost) everything for a 
while and simply enjoy the dawn-chorus of  island birds, 
the call of the tuku-lizard and dull thump of a coconut 
falling from a tree onto a private tropical beach then 
Dive Thru’s out-station, on Pamilacan Island, provides 
Bohol’s best “glamping” (glamorous-camping) venue. 
Take the kayaks & the butler (otherwise it would not 
be glamping), and imbibe the sights and sounds of 

The Best “IN” Place 
in ALONA BEACH 
where divers & 
tourists meet!

Tawala, Panglao Island, Bohol, Philippines   
Phone (+63) 917 627 7429  • E-mail: wstrazzer@yahoo.com 
http://www.wix.com/jerrylyn/swiss-garden-website

RESTAURANT BAR & CAFE 
TOURIST & BUSINESS CENTER

The Best “IN” Place 
in ALONA BEACH 
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Five star resort and 
excellent food are the 
feature of Dive Thru 
Beach Resort
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The reef off Dive Thru is so close and bountiful Dive Thru’s dive shop train all levels starting in the beginners’ pool

Alternatively, you can arrive from 
Cebu or Cagayan De Oro via daily 
ferry services. There are also ferry 
services from Cebu to other ports 
of entry along the North coast of 
Bohol. If you are sailing here under 
your own resources then the Bohol 
Yacht Club at Tagbilaran Port offers 
basic berthing services but you 
may want to wait a little and try 
out the new marina at Cabilao, 
which, according to the mayor, 
will soon be open for business.

For water sports and adventure, 
Bohol is hard to beat. In all of 
Asia in fact there is nowhere else 
where eco-tourism and a volume 
of extreme sports have been married 
quite so well. 

the Philippine islands as the Spanish first discovered 
them nearly half a millennium ago.

To get to the out-station you can ride the Sarangani 
Princess – the fastest power boat on Panglao Island – or 
take the Dive Thru banka. The Princess will get you 
there in no time flat but taking the banka gives you 
greater opportunity to chance upon whale sharks, 
dolphins and turtles along the route.

Getting to Bohol is easy. Daily flights by most domestic 
airlines from Manila will get you to Tagbilaran Airport. 
From the airport for Php1,000 or less, you can get to 
almost anywhere on Bohol or Panglao. Most resorts 
will offer you free pick-up from the airport. You can be 
on Panglao Island within 30 minutes of picking up 
your luggage and even Danao is less than two hours 
away by air-conditioned transport. 
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Email - reservations@panglaotropicalvillas.com
Phone (63) 917-725-0960 

Angie Cell @ +63-908-758-6611

Apartelles/Rooms for Rent, Nightly, Weekly or Monthly... 
 Dao Dauis, Panglao, Bohol 
                                               between Bohol Bee Farm and 
 Flushing Meadows
 300m walking distance to beach
 www.panglaopalms.visit-bohol.com    
 Cell # Lisa 0915-488-8965 
 www.panglaopalms@yahoo.com

between Bohol Bee Farm and between Bohol Bee Farm and 

300m walking distance to beach
 FREE WIFI
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Billabong Return  To Siargao Surfing
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Billabong Return  To Siargao Surfing
illabong, Australia’s most prominent surfing 
brand, have returned to Siargao to continue to 

develop the sport at the world famous Cloud 9 surfing 
break – ranked in the World’s top ten surfing breaks – 
by sponsoring the Billabong Pro Junior Asia as part of 
the Siargao Surfing Festival 2011.

Teaming up with Sony Ericsson, under a two year contract, 
Billabong and Sony Ericsson will support and promote the 
5-star rated ASP (Association of Surfing Professionals) 
event from September 21 to 28, 2011.

Eighty surfers from Australia, Japan, Hawaii, Europe, 
Brazil, South America, Indonesia, Malaysia, United 
States of America, and the Philippines will be vying 
for the total prize-money of US$25,000 plus trophies.

Mayor Jaime Rusillon of General Luna revealed that this 
Billabong Pro Junior Asia has made his dream a reality, 
“Cloud 9 has finally carved its name in the world’s surfing 
map”.

ASP Australasia General Manager Dane Jordan affirmed, 
“ASP Australasia in conjunction with ASP Japan is very 
pleased to sanction the Billabong Pro Junior Asia.

“The world class waves of Cloud 9 in the Philippines 
have long been lauded as the perfect venue for an 
ASP Event and ‘thank you’ to Billabong for helping 
this become a reality.”

Billabong Asia’s Brand Manager, Peter Thew, confirmed, 
“We could not be happier with the new home for our 
Billabong Pro Junior Asia event, being at such an iconic 
break like Cloud 9”. About Cloud 9, Peter is reported 
to have stated, “the [Cloud 9] wave is literally perfect 
and the fact that this event will launch both the ASP 
Japan and Australasian series, should make for some 
pretty exciting competition”

What makes Siargao so good? Some say the fact that 
there is nothing between it and Hawaii, except thousands of 
miles of Pacific Ocean; others say that it is the unique 
contour of the reef that lies beneath. Of course they 
are both part of the beauty and excellence of Cloud 
9 but the fact that it exists in the Philippines, and is 
hosted by some of the most friendly islanders on the 
planet, for me, make Siargao one of the must-visit des-
tinations in the country, even if you are not a surfer.
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If you love the natural wonders of Mother Nature 
then: just sitting, shaded from the afternoon sun by 
tall, waving palm trees, and watching wave after wave 
build from seemingly nothing and then gracefully 
curve, and rush towards the shore with a flock of spray 
bursting along its length, high above a wall of azure 
water, dappled with the spume of its predecessor . . . 
Wow! Mas magandang ang Cloud 9 kesa sa Lahaina!

Having overcome their misunderstandings of 2010, 
Surigao del Norte, Congressman Francisco Matugas 
and Governor Sol Matugas are delighted to have partnered 
once again with Billabong International Limited to 
sponsor such a high profile international surfing event 
in Siargao. 

The Billabong Pro Junior Asia will be the highlight but 
by no means the only part of the two week long Siargao 
Surfing Festival 2011. This event is just a stepping 
stone for more private-public partnership projects, to 
boost the tourism industry in the island of Siargao. This 
year’s Siargao Surfing Festival  will run from September 
17 to October 03. 

Cloud 9 sits to the north of the town of General Luna 
on the Pacific Ocean side of Siargao Island, Surigao 
del Norte. It is recognized as one of the surfers 
dream breaks in the Pacific Region and considered as 
the Surfing Capital of the Philippines. For the past 
seventeen years, Cloud 9 is the venue of the annual 
Siargao international surfing event called, “Siargao 
International Surfing Cup”, which is the first and 
longest running international surfing competition in 
the country.

To get to Siargao is not that easy, although Cebu Pacific 
Air make it a little easier with twice weekly flights from 
Cebu and “soon”, according to Cebu Pacific senior 
management, direct from Manila. 

Most people get to Siargao by flying to Surigao City 
and then taking the three-to-four hour picturesque 
ferry journey. This is the way I always get to Siargao; 
it is by far the more pleasant journey. However, make 
sure your flight delivers you to Surigao City before 
11am, otherwise you may miss the daily ferry service 
to Siargao (which leaves around noon) . . . there is little 
to attract one in Surigao City except that it features 
the “last ATM, going East” – there are currently no 
ATMs on Siargao Island. 
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tinations in the country, even if you are not a surfer.



4545454545BOATING&
WATERSPORTS WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATINGBOATINGBOATING

Billabong Return  To Siargao SurfingBillabong Return  To Siargao Surfing
Words by 
Juliet Solar
Photo courtesy 
of Billabong 
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SANIMARIN
the specialist
in automatic 
marine toilets

General Purpose Pumps
A pump for every purpose

Jabsco offers boaters a full line of pumps at
ideal flow and pressure for washdown.
The new PAR-Max Ultra 7.0 Washdown model
offers up to 5.5 Bar (80 PSI) and up to
226.5 lpm (7 US gpm). Washdown pumps are
ideal for cleaning decks, cockpits and anchors
on yachts of a range of sizes and can be
connected to sea or fresh water. These units
come with an intake strainer, spray nozzle,
and quick connect 3/4" Hose Barb fittings.

PHILIPPINE DISTRIBUTOR:

2214973C

PAR-Max-19-Waterpump 
25-1250611461-l

PAR-Max-4

PAR-Max-7.0

SUBIC BAY Tele/Fax: (047) 252 5468  Mobile: 0929 276 3088 
Branches:  MANILA • CEBU • BORACAY • PUNTA FUEGO
www.broadwatermarine.com
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General Purpose Pumps
A pump for every purpose

Jabsco offers boaters a full line of pumps at
ideal flow and pressure for washdown.
The new PAR-Max Ultra 7.0 Washdown model
offers up to 5.5 Bar (80 PSI) and up to
226.5 lpm (7 US gpm). Washdown pumps are
ideal for cleaning decks, cockpits and anchors
on yachts of a range of sizes and can be
connected to sea or fresh water. These units
come with an intake strainer, spray nozzle,
and quick connect 3/4" Hose Barb fittings.

PHILIPPINE DISTRIBUTOR:
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PAR-Max-19-Waterpump 
25-1250611461-l

PAR-Max-4

PAR-Max-7.0

SUBIC BAY Tele/Fax: (047) 252 5468  Mobile: 0929 276 3088 
Branches:  MANILA • CEBU • BORACAY • PUNTA FUEGO
www.broadwatermarine.com
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Yamaha Cruiser 25 
For Sale

Yamaha Cruiser 
for sale. With Volvo 
inboard/outboard 

fully rebuilt. 

Php 1,600,000   Tel. + 63 939 936-4045

Asiacraft Advantage 
Center Console Power Boat

Php 780,000 neg.                      
Tel.  +63 908157-1287

T-top and boat trailer
powered by a 225hp V6 

Evinrude  OceanPro 
outboard motor.

CLASSIFIED ADS from PhP 500!
Power Boats • Sailing Yachts • House & Lot 

Businesses • Motor Vehicles
Call: +63 939 936-4045
E-Mail: info@activeboatingwatersports.com 

150hp Mercury 
Outboard Motor
150hp Mercury 2-Stroke 2005 
Mercury outboard motor, with 20 inch 
shaft and less than 150 operating 
hours. This engine is as clean as a 
whistle, it has controls and propeller.

Tel. + 63 939 936-4045 Php 375,000

28ft Cabin Cruiser 4 Sale

See more photos on
For further details email: pashamike@yahoo.com

Year 2000 CrownlineYear 2000 Crownline
5.71 Volvo dual5.71 Volvo dual
prop 135 hoursprop 135 hours
Heaps of extrasHeaps of extras
Located at SubicLocated at Subic
Contact Mike onContact Mike on
+63 921 710 7142+63 921 710 7142

 Bargain priced
 P1.9m

Membership toMembership to
Subic Bay Yacht ClubSubic Bay Yacht Club
AvailableAvailable

5.4 Meter Avon RIB For Sale Subic Bay
with 55 HP Yamaha 2 Stroke outboard motor. 
Centre Console with Jockey seat. Built in 
Fuel Tank. Trailer optional extra.

Php 225,000 
(without trailer)

SAILING CATAMARAN 17x11 FT
NEW W/ TRAILER, 180K, IDEAL FOR BEACH RESORT

CONTACT 0915 574 9491 or
EMAIL AT heidberggraphics@yahoo.com

PHOTO AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Masquerade Nor Tech 52 
Racing Boat

Nor Tech 52 foot cigar racing boat 
reaches 200kmph with 

four Nor Tech 540 CI engines 
delivering 2500HP.  

US$ 359,00       Tel. +63 906 236- 5788

Tel. +63 906 236 5788
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The largest yacht Chandler in the Philippines 
With over 10,000 stock items 

from all the Leading Manufacturers

SUBIC BAY  Tele/Fax: (047) 252 5468  Mobile: 0929 276 3088 
Branches:  MANILA • CEBU • BORACAY • PUNTA FUEGO
www.broadwatermarine.com

The Philippine Distributor of
                                          and many other brands

   Hull, Deck & Cabin         Pumps & Plumbing              Communication                      Funtoys 

                 GPS                                 Batteries                      Lighting & Electrical                 Dinghies
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