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FROM THE DESK

In this edition we have added to our coverage of watersports 

with an article about the Masbate Rodeo: yes, it is a little

different from our normal fare but it does highlight the range 

of activities available within the Philippines. While attending 

the rodeo we noted that Masbate is an up and coming water-

sports destination and decided to feature it in the September 

issue.

Our destination for June are the provinces of Batanes and 

Ilocos Norte. The small island of Batanes off the tip of Luzon 

offers more to the tourist. Trekking, exploring, watersports 

and loads of things to do and see.  

Ilocos has it all, with one of the best beaches and watersports 

destinations at the coastal town of Pagudpud. There is a 

wealth of diversity in watersports here from swimming in the 

tranquil waters of Saud Beach to the secluded Blue Lagoon 

and Kalupuan for surfi ng. Hannahs Resort is an adventure in 

itself with all types of watersports available, including the 1.3 

km zip line, the longest zip line across water in the Philippines.  

In the city of Laoag there is also much on offer from water-

sports at Fort Ilocandia Hotel and Resort, with its own casino,  

(one of the best in Northern Luzon) to Lake Paoay and the 

La Paz sand dunes where you can try something different by 

sand-boarding. 

Whatever your desires in watersports relaxation or adventure 

Ilocos and Batanes has it all. 
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 agaries of the wind determine race results...
This year the Subic Commodore’s Cup included 

four days of racing for Flying Fifteens, dinghies, Hobie 
16s and windsurfers - that’s while the Rolex China Sea 
Race fl eet is en route Hong Kong-Philippines. And then 
the Big Boats take over for a further four days of racing 
in the sparkling environs of Subic Bay. 

The deep-water bay that includes the gigantic ex-US 
military base, airport and dockyards as well as the Subic 
Bay Yacht Club is a truly fi rst class spot for a regatta. 

As the yachts approached the starting area the entire 
bay was like a millpond. After an hours wait, small 
wind patches appeared and within 15 minutes, the sea 
breeze established itself and 14 to 17 knots sent the 
yachts away on a fl ying start. Everyone was keen to 
get going and several close encounters were noticed on 
the approaches to the start line. One long passage race 
for all classes that crisscrossed the bay and timed so 
all classes would fi nish about the same time. That was
the plan, but as the afternoon wore on the breeze
faded, leaving the back markers struggling to fi nish.
Consequently the big boats in all classes claimed the 
daily double of line and handicap honors.
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Frank Pong enjoys nothing better than a good romp 
around the course in fresh conditions and apart from a 
trailing spinnaker drop, the crew on his Dibley custom 
76 Jelik preformed impeccably and claimed the daily 
double by over 20 minutes on corrected time. Ernesto 
Echauz’s TP52 Standard Insurance Centennial and Sam 
Chan’s TP52 Freefi re played a cat and mouse game, 
changing places in the tricky conditions, with Echauz’s 
Standard Insurance Centennial eventually getting
the better of Chan’s Freefi re for 2nd and 3rd places
respectively.

A similar story in IRC Cruiser Racer A class, where Mar-
cel Liedts Sydney GTS 43 Elektra established a good 
lead in the early stages and held on to claim the daily 
double by the end of the race. Martin Tanco’s Sydney 
46 Centennial II and Nick Burns/Fred Kinmonth’s Mills 
40 EFG Bank Mandrake raced in close company, with 
Anthony Root’s smaller Archambault 35 Red Kite II 
right on their tail. As IRC ratings were applied, Root’s 
Red Kite II climbs up into 2nd place and EFG Bank 
Mandrake into 3rd, leaving the Philippine yachts trailing 
in their wake.

As Easter 
arrived in late 
April this year, 
the usual NE 
trade wind is 
nowhere to be 
found. Thank-
fully the sea 
breeze has 
appeared like 
clockwork 
and quickly 
increased to the 
mid-teens. 

Words by 
MULTIMEDIA

as supplied by 
The LIGHTHOUSE

Marina Resort
Photographs

as credited
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Due to the no show of Rags, the IRC Cruiser Racer B 
class is down to Vigo Lisson’s First 31.7 Selma and Eric 
Jurado’s U20 Alexa. As Selma damaged the mainsail 
and had to withdraw, this left Jurado’s Alexa to sail 
around the course alone and take the honours.

Chui Shing Kin’s Beneteau Oceanis 45 HTRIP (formerly 
Liannet) fi nished 26 minutes in front of Austen
Chamberlain’s Irwin 37 Sorcerer, and although
Sorcerer closed to within 3 minutes on corrected time, 
Kin’s HTRIP holds on to win Race 1. Harry Taylor’s S&S 
36 Irresistible was left out in the fading breeze for 3rd 
place and will need a change of luck if they intend to 
defend the Cruising Class title.

Garry Kingshott’s Fusion 40 Kerida got a better start, 
but it didn’t take long for Dirk Van Straalen’s Nicol 40 
Windjammer to take over the lead in the Multihull Class 
and sail away into the distance. As the breeze faded, 
the course was shortened and eventually Kerida was 
awarded 2nd place as there was no chance of them 
beating Windjammer on handicap.

Change in the order after windward/leeward races

On the second day the IRC Classes contested wind-
ward/leeward courses, while the Cruisers and Mul-
tihull’s will continue with passage races in Subic Bay. 
And another lengthy wait for the sea breeze to settle 

down, then it was on for young and old. Two wind-
ward/leeward races for the IRC classes and a passage 
race for the Cruising and Multihull classes. As Ernesto 
Echauz’s TP52 Standard Insurance Centennial and Sam 
Chan’s TP52 Freefi re closed in on the bottom mark on
different gybes, a loud bang could be heard on the start 
boat and the subsequent protest hearing has ruled that 
Freefi re was in the wrong and disqualifi ed them. In the 
IRC Cruiser Racer A class, Marcel Liedts Sydney GTS 
43 Elektra and Anthony Root’s Archambault 35 Red 
Kite II were over the start line and recalled, which left 
the door open for the other boats to capitalise on their 
mistake.

Despite Frank Pong’s custom Dibley 76 Jelik, fl ying 
around the course it was not enough to claim the 
handicap honours. Surprisingly Hennig Helmuth’s Mar-
ten 49 Vineta came from behind to claim the fi rst race 
and Sam Chan’s TP52 Freefi re the second race by the 
narrowest of margins. Ernesto Echauz’s TP52 Standard 
Insurance Centennial continued on after the incident 
for second place in that race and third in the next race 
before heading for the protest room. Third and second 
places for Pong’s Jelik, keeps them on top of the Racing 
Class table by one point from Echauz’s Standard Insurance 
Centennial.  
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Mixed results in the IRC Cruiser Racer A class, has 
juggled the order. After yesterdays resounding victory, 
Marcel Liedts Sydney GTS 43 Elektra has been deposed 
from the top of the leaderboard, after only managing 
5th and 4th places today. Anthony Root’s Archambault 
35 Red Kite II has steadily climbed to the top of the 
pointscore by winning Race 2 and 2nd in Race 3. Third 
in the fi rst race for Nick Burns/Fred Kinmonth’s Mills 
40 EFG Bank Mandrake and claiming the daily double 
in the third race has lifted them into second overall. 
Jun Avecilla’s Beneteau First 36.7 Selma Star posted 
2nd place in the fi rst race and Martin Tanco’s Sydney 
46 Centennial II 3rd place in the next race, are the best 
of the Philippine yachts but left with a lot of work to 
do, if they are to overcome the Hong Kong challengers 
for the title.

After yesterdays victory, Eric Jurado’s U20 Alexa has 
withdrawn due to a broken backstay attachment. 
Which left Vigo Lisson’s First 31.7 Selma to complete 
both races alone and smartly recovered from not
fi nishing the fi rst race, at the start of the second race 
to post two wins.

Chui Shing Kin’s Beneteau Oceanis 45 HTRIP (formerly 
Liannet) winning streak came to an end today, by the 
smallest boat in the class. Harry Taylor’s S&S 36 
Irresistible crossed the startline on port tack and 
continued on into building pressure and by the
fi rst rounding mark held a commanding lead. They
continued on and it took the rest of the race for
the bigger boats to catch them, but it was too late
as Taylor’s Irresistible claimed the handicap honours.
Austen Chamberlain’s Irwin 37 Sorcerer, slotted into 
2nd place, leaving Kin’s HTRIP to settle in 3rd place. 
This result has the three contestants tied on 4 points 
each and at the whim of the weather gods.

Another convincing victory for Dirk Van Straalen’s 
Nicol 40 Windjammer means they certainly have the 
measure of Garry Kingshott’s Fusion 40 Kerida in the 
speed department and unless something catastrophic 
happens look set to take the Multihull title.

The third day seen the IRC Classes, Cruisers and Mul-
tihull’s  embark on a mixture of passage races to suite 
the boat speeds of the classes.

Closing in on the class titles...
As Easter arrived in late April this year, the usual NE 
trade wind is nowhere to be found. Thankfully the
sea breeze has appeared like clockwork and quickly
increased to the mid-teens, for PRO Jerry Rollin and 
the race committee to successfully conduct three days 
of racing. The Racing Class embarked on a 27nm course 
that started with two six mile windward/leeward legs, 
then some long reaching legs across the enormous bay. 
Giving the big boats an opportunity to stretch their 
legs and the smaller boats a chance to take the handicap 
honours. It took Frank Pong’s custom Dibley 76 Jelik less 
than three hours to whip around the course and claim 
line honours.

Although Frank Pong’s Jelik extended their lead at
every rounding mark, Sam Chan’s fully powered up 
TP52 Freefi re made amends for yesterdays disqualifi cation 
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and claimed the handicap honours. Ernesto Echauz’s 
TP52Standard Insurance Centennial slotted into 2nd 
place, leaving Pong’s Jelik to settle on 3rd place. Only 
two minutes on corrected time separated the podium 
places. This result leaves Pong’s Jelik and Echauz’s 
Standard Insurance Centennial tied on 9 points, with 
Chan’s Freefi re a point behind in 3rd overall and all to 
play for on the last day tomorrow.

Marcel Liedts opened the throttle on his Sydney GTS 
43 Elektra to claim the daily double in the IRC Cruiser 
Racer A class. Despite fi nishing 33 minutes behind 
Elektra, Anthony Root’s Archambault 35 Red Kite II 
slotted into 2nd place and is a credit to the IRC rating 
system, for a small boat to be able to come from behind 
and topple the big boats in the handicap stakes. Nick 
Burns/Fred Kinmonth’s Mills 40 EFG Bank Mandrake 
ended up 3rd and are still within striking distance of 
the leaders. By stringing together three 2nd places 
and one 1st place, Root’s Red Kite II goes into the fi nal 
day with a three point overall lead from Mandrake 
and Elektra another point behind in third. With two 
windward/leeward races scheduled for the last day, the 
podium places are still open for the taking.

Vigo Lisson’s First 31.7 Selma with the Philippine Sailing 
Association youth crew onboard, completed the IRC 
Cruiser Racer B course alone and is looking forward to 
tomorrow, as Eric Jurado’s U20 Alexa has repaired the 
forestay damage and returning to race another day.

Although Chui Shing Kin’s Beneteau Oceanis 45 HTRIP 
(formerly Liannet) fi nished way in front of their rivals, 

they gracefully retired because of a pre-start incident 
with Austen Chamberlain’s Irwin 37 Sorcerer and avoided 
going to a protest hearing. This left the door open for 
Chamberlain’s Sorcerer to take 1st place and break the 
three way tie for the overall lead. Harry Taylor’s S&S 36 
Irresistible missed out by just over two minutes but second 
place leaves them only one point behind Sorcerer for 
the overall Cruising Class title.

After some further tweaking, Garry Kingshott’s Fusion 
40 Kerida fi nished a lot closer to Dirk Van Straalen’s 
Nicol 40 Windjammer but with three wins in a row, 
Windjammer sails away with the Multihull title with a 
day to spare.

On the fi nal day tomorrow, the IRC Classes have two 
windward/leeward races scheduled, while the Cruisers 
and Multihull’s will embark on another passage race to 
complete their series.

Top teams take advantage on fi nal day...
Heavy rain overnight produced overcast conditions in 
the morning, but the sea breeze still managed to arrive 
on time, although very light and slow to build at the 
beginning. Once again this helped PRO Jerry Rollin get 
the IRC Racers away on the fi rst of two windward/
leeward races and the Cruising and Multihull classes on 
their fourth passage race in as many days.

The atmosphere was tense as these races would
determine the overall champions in three classes.
Consequently some starting line anti barging tactics 
were employed, which caught a few boats offside.
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After each race the calculators worked overtime to 
produce the results and relay them to the competitors. 
Two boats came out with exactly the same corrected 
time and count backs were required to determine the 
fi nal results. All in all, a wonderful conclusion to a great 
regatta.

Starting down at the pin end in clear air, Hennig 
Helmuth’s Marten 49 Vineta stayed on the pace to 
win the fi rst race and in doing so, threw a spanner in 
the works regarding the overall calculations. Ernesto 
Echauz’s TP52 Standard Insurance Centennial stayed in 
front of Sam Chan’s TP52 Freefi re for the entire race to 
capture the overall lead in front of Frank Pong’s custom 
Dibley 76 Jelik and perennial line honours favourite.

All eyes were fi rmly fi xed on the fi nal race. Despite being 
shut out at the start, Pong’s Jelik quickly recovered and 
set off with a vengeance in the freshening breeze.
This time Sam Chan’s TP52 Freefi re got the better of
Ernesto Echauz’s TP52 Standard Insurance Centennial 
to end up tied on corrected time and separated in favour 
of Chan’s Freefi re. An almighty effort by Pong’s crew 
on Jelik earned them a fi nal race victory and a last 
gasp to secure the Racing Class title. The tied result 
and awarding average points, deprived Echauz’s Standard 
Insurance Centennial from being tied with Jelik on 
points and had to settle on second overall. By dropping 
the disqualifi cation,Chan’s Freefi re ended up third and 
despite posting two wins Helmuth’s Vineta fi nishes in 
fourth place.

Line honours in both races for Marcel Liedts Sydney 
GTS 43 Elektra was not enough to claim the IRC Cruiser 
Racer A title, as the other yachts were grouped close 
behind, but good enough to recover second overall. 
Hitting the start line with speed on both races,
Anthony Root’s Archambault 35 Red Kite II stayed on 
the pace throughout, to win both races and wrap up 
the title. Nick Burns/Fred Kinmonth’s Mills 40 EFG 
Bank Mandrake and Martin Tanco’s Sydney 46 
Centennial II traded second and fourth places to end 
up third and fourth respectively.

This result and the Rolex China Sea Race Racer 2 Class 
win, increases Anthony Root’s Archambault 35 Red 
Kite II tally in the 2013-14 AsianYachting Grand Prix to 
a whopping 79.5 points. Frank Pong’s custom Dibley 
76 Jelik takes over second place with 57 points. Bill Brem-
ner’s Foxy Lady 6 has held onto 2nd place for some 
time but will have to convincingly win the Top of the 
Gulf and Samui Regatta to overhaul Roots Red Kite II 
and become the AYGP Skipper and Yacht of the Year.

Despite Eric Jurado’s U20 Alexa return to the race 
course and showing good bursts of speed, Vigo Lisson’s 
First 31.7 Selma with the Philippine Sailing Association 
youth crew onboard, held on to win the last two races 
and take home the IRC Cruiser Racer B class title.

An interesting tussle developed in the Cruising Class. 
Once again Harry Taylor’s S&S 36 Irresistible got the 
jump on the other two boats, tangled in a barging
incident at the startline and never looked back to
successfully defend the title. Second place for Austen 
Chamberlain’s Irwin 37 Sorcerer ended up being tied on 
points with Taylor’s Irresistible but on countback came 
out in favour of Irresistible. Chui Shing Kin’s Beneteau 
Oceanis 45 HTRIP (formerly Liannet) started the
regatta strongly but a couple of incidents around the 
course, has dropped them down to third place and put 
them on a steep learning curve with the racing rules.

Garry Kingshott’s Fusion 40 Kerida could not match the 
upwind speed of Dirk Van Straalen’s Nicol 40 Windjammer 
and conceded defeat in all four races. Therefore Wind-
jammer sails away with the fi rst ever Multihull title to be 
contested at the Commodore’s Cup.

Summary
This regatta is renowned for good close racing on
spectacular Subic Bay and hard partying back onshore. 
What more would a decent racing crew want? I’m surprised 
more Hong Kong teams did not stay on after the Rolex 
China Sea Race and enjoy some tropical weather and 
superb Philippine hospitality before going home.

After a few years in decline, the Saturday Afternoon 
Gentleman’s Sailing (SAGS) club of Subic Bay have 
done a great job in reviving big boat racing pursuits 
in the Philippines. Blessed with one of the best race 
management teams in Asia, safe marina facilities and 
the wide expanse of Subic Bay, makes for an exceptional 
racing experience.

Ask any competitors here if they have had a good time 
and they will all respond favorably. Most boat owners in 
Hong Kong have Philippine boat boys and utilize them 
for delivery services, so why not give them a treat by 
participating in their home waters straight after Easter 
each year. You won’t regret it...

The 7th Commodore’s Cup is organized by the Saturday 
Afternoon Gentleman’s Sailing (SAGS) club of Subic 
Bay, under the auspices of the Philippine Sailing Association 
in conjunction with The Lighthouse Marina Resort,
Watercraft Ventures, Inc., Subic Bay Metropolitan
Authority (SBMA) and the Philippine Coast Guard. 
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It was a very 
fast race –
unbelievable 
that we only 
stopped for 
a short time 
near the fi nish 
boat.

Words by 
LINDSAY 

LYONS 
Photographs
 as credited
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he second major prize of the 2014 Rolex China 
Sea Race was decided in Subic Bay, as Hi Fi held 
Bryon Ehrhart’s TP52 Lucky to a two minute 

lead on the water to ensure that Neil Pryde’s Welbourne 
52 collects the coveted IRC Overall title for the second 
time in four years

Unaware of his triumph, as there were boats still racing 
which could have potentially beaten his handicap
corrected time, Pryde was delighted with their race, 
saying that it was a “fantastic race, probably the best 
we’ve ever had. We were in pressure most of the way 
apart from a couple of very light hours this morning, 
other than that, we kept moving all the time.”

Ehrhart was equally enthusiastic, claiming that this 
year’s Rolex China Sea Race was “the classic we were 

promised. It was great the whole way with great
competition as expected. We don’t know how it all 
shakes out (regarding IRC) but we had a great race and 
lots of fun. There was very strong competition from the 
TP52’s and the Santa Cruz .. and the Welbourne 52, I 
don’t think we lost sight of them for the whole race.”

Geoff Hill of Antipodes echoed those sentiments saying 
“It was fantastic that you could start with four boats 
(in Hong Kong) and fi nish with those four boats within 
1nm of each other – that’s champagne sailing!”

The IRC Racer 0 boats certainly made light of the pre-race 
forecast, with Ernesto Echauz, bringing home Standard 
Insurance Centennial mid-afternoon, commenting that 
his race highlight was that “in 20 years of CSR, this is 
the fastest we have done the race , (including the record 

T
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setting year of 2000) and even though we fi nished
last on the water in division, it was a very fast race –
unbelievable that we only stopped for a short time near 
the fi nish boat.”

The race started on April 16th at 1320hrs (HKT) the 
2014 edition of the Rolex China Sea Race started in 
Hong Kong’s iconic Victoria Harbor, in front of Royal 
Hong Kong Yacht Club’s Kellett Island clubhouse.

With a consistent 7kts from the start line through the 
harbor and Lei Yue Mun, Race Offi cer Simon Boyde felt 
there was no choice, the 34-strong fl eet requiring a line 
which stretched northwards from in front of the Club, 
almost to Kowloon.

On an offshore start line for the fi rst time, Sea Wolf 
was perhaps a tad aggressive, pushing Ramrod over 
early, and taking herself half a boat length over in the
process. Both Ragamuffi n90 and Antipodes chose to 
stay out of trouble at the pin end and, as expected, it 
was ‘Rags which quickly put distance between herself 
and the rest of the fl eet. 

Boyde’s decision to start in the harbor was vindicated 
as the boats made a clean break past Shek O towards 
open water, with Ragamuffi n90 heading the fl eet,
followed by Hi Fi and the TP52’s, then the Ker 40’S and 
Antipodes.

Six hours after the cannon fi red to start the race, ‘Rags 
had built up a lead on the water of nearly 10nm on the 
52-footers. Currently averaging just over 10kts boat 
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speed, ‘Rags is forecast to fi nish at around the 50 hour 
mark, outside the existing record of 47h 43m 07s set in 
2000 by Karl Kwok.

All boats are carrying a Yellowbrick tracker unit, which 
will report positions every 30 minutes, while the
race will feature for the fi rst time as a virtual race on
Sailonline.org. 

The 27th edition of this Category 1 blue water classic 
looked certain to feature yachting legend Syd Fischer 
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on the silverware, with Ragamuffi n 90 sailing consistently 
to extend an unassailable lead on the water over her 
closest rivals and expected to fi nish just before midnight 
Friday 18th April.

At 1500hrs HKT, after 49 hours of racing the Maxi was 
over 100nm ahead of nearest rival, Freefi re who was 
locked in her own battle with Hi Fi, Antipodes and fellow 
TP52, Lucky.

Philippine entry, Standard Insurance Centennial, was 
nearly 30nm behind that group, having gambled by 
going far below the thumb line in an attempt to catch 
better breeze, however this race is renowned for a 
tricky fi nish and with the projected IRC leaderboard 
changing constantly, nothing was certain in the battle 
for IRC supremacy until the boats had crossed the line 
at Subic Bay.

In IRC Racing 1, having averaged over 6kts VMG since 
the start, KuKuKERchu was building up a handicap 
cushion over Ramrod and Australian Maid, with Signal 
8 and Zanzibar in hot pursuit. In Racer 2, Red Kite II is 
projected to win on handicap, ahead of Krampus and 
Sell Side Dream, while the Premier boats were forecast 
to fi nish overnight on Saturday / Sunday, currently being 
led on the water by Warwick 75 Shahtoosh.

Towards the back of the fl eet, the Cruiser division had a 
torrid time of it, with the breeze softening from behind. 
They were forecasted to arrive in Subic Bay late Sunday 
and throughout Monday. Beneteau 44.7 Crystal has 
been leading the division on the water since the start, 
however with just under 300nm still to go, all the
challenges of the coastal fi nish still lay before them.

For more information about the Rolex China Sea Race, 
please visit: www.rolexchinasearace.com 
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     Puts the 
   Spotlight              
   Back in the 
      Visayas

1414         PHILIPPINE 
HOBIE CHALLENGE



17BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 17BOATING&BOATING&BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING&
WATERSPORTS

&BOATING&BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING&BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATINGBOATINGBOATING

T
In addition to 
battling the 
winds and 
waves, PHC 
sailors also got 
the chance to 
explore some of 
the best islands 
of the country 
and conduct out-
reach programs 
in Yolanda-
stricken seaside 
communities. 

Words by 
BARRY 
DAWSON 
Photographs 
as credited

he Philippine Hobie Challenge has once again 
tested top international and local sailors in its 

recently concluded 14th edition, held in Cebu, Negros, 
Guimaras and Iloilo. It was a grueling fi ve days of inter-
island races, and two days of inshore races for 20 two-
person teams on Hobie 16 catamarans.
 
At the top of the crop of competitors from all over the 
world, is the tandem of Bob Engwirda and Brad Wilson, 
who added the 14th PHC to their long list of previous 
PHC Championships. Engwirda and Wilson won all of 
the fi ve offshore legs as well as the inshore races to 
beat fellow Australians Bruce Tardrew and Sarah Turn-

bull, who came in second. Fiji’s Grahame Southwick 
and Sharon Rayner fi nished third. 

 
 Rayomarine’s Monchu Garcia and his daughter

  Bianca emerged as the top Filipino team at 

fourth place, followed by Cherry Mobile’s Mike Ngu 
and Lindo Pahayahay at fi fth place. 

Blood Red Inshore Races
The Challenge warmed up with inshore races off the 
coasts of Malapascua and Bantayan Islands. After two 
separate days of racing hosted by offi cial outfi tter 
Blood Red, the team of Bob Engwirda, Carla Kramer, 
and Brad Wilson grabbed fi rst place while the Austra-
lian-Filipino tandem of Andrew Locke and Eric Tomac-
ruz got second place. Mike Ngu and Lindo Pahayahay 

got third place.  

Aboitiz Power Leg- Malapascua 
to Bantayan Islands
The fi rst island-crossing race was 
blessed with beautiful weather, and 
enabled Engwirda and Wilson to be 



18 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

 

18 BOATING&BOATING&BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING&
WATERSPORTS

&BOATING&BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING&BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATINGBOATINGBOATING

the fi rst team to be welcomed by Santa Fe, Bantayan’s 
sandy-bottom aquamarine beach. They were followed 
by the close race between Tardrew and Southwick, who 
fi nished second and third respectively. 

Nautica Leg- Bantayan to Gigantes Islands
Bruce Tardrew chased Bob Engwirda again in the race 
to Gigantes Islands in Northern Iloilo. Engwirda pulled 
away by several minutes to win fi rst place, as Tardrew
arrived second, with Andrew Locke following him at third. 

Regatta Leg- Gigantes Islands to Lakawon 
Island, Negros
Averaging eight hours of sailing south from Gigantes 
to Lakawon Island just off Cadiz City, the Regatta Leg 

is the longest leg in the Challenge. The podium fi nishers 
line-up changed slightly as Monchu Garcia clocked in 
at 8:00:09 to snag third place, with Botswana sailors 
Andrew and Sue Walker beating them by a hairline at 
8:00:06 to win second place. Bob Engwirda arrived 
ahead of the pack at 7:29:09 to remain at fi rst place.

Potato Corner Leg- Lakawon to Inampulugan 
Island, Guimaras
The next day had the sailors racing down Guimaras 
strait’s ten-foot waves. Mike Ngu and Grahame South-
wicke raced closely and arrived only a couple of minutes 
after the other to snag third place and second place
respectively. Engwirda beat Southwick by six minutes and 
twenty-six seconds, remaining unmoved at fi rst place.
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Hobie Australasia and Rayomarine 
Leg- Guimaras to Oton, Iloilo
The fl eet had to travel south of Guimaras Island and 
back up to Iloilo in harsh conditions—up to 35-
knot winds—for the big fi nish. Engwirda and Wilson 
wrapped up their winning streak with a big red bow as 
they arrive fi rst on the safety of shore in Iloilo. Andrew 
Locke recovered from boat damage in the previous leg 
to come in at second. Albert Altura and Philippine Sailing 
Team’s Joel Mejarito posted their best time in the
series to sneak in at third. 

Competitors from the Netherlands, South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Spain, Portugal, the 
UK, New Zealand, Australia and the Philippines all also 

proved triumphant in fi nishing the extreme course, 
which was tracked online by GPS provider WRU.ph.
  
In addition to battling the winds and waves, PHC sailors 
also got the chance to explore some of the best islands 
of the country and conduct outreach programs in Yolanda-
stricken seaside communities. The PHC organizers, and 
partners Stiftung Solarenergie and REEF donated solar 
lamps, educational and medical supplies to selected 
schools and communities in the various pit stops.  

The Philippine Hobie Challenge is the fl agship event of 
the Philippine Inter-Island Sailing Foundation (PHINSAF), 
a non-profi t dedicated to the promotion of sailing for 
sports and tourism.  
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Rodeo Masbateno
T Words by 

BARRY 
DAWSON

Photographs
 as credited

he somewhat unassuming island of Masbate, 
in Bicol region, lies comfortably near the 

geographic center of the Philippine archipelago. Known 
mainly for agriculture, minerals and fi shing Masbate is 
also the country’s cattle capital. It’s gently undulating 
hills and lush pastures make it ideal cattle country;
and it has been since the fi rst herds were brought to
Masbate from Mexico in the 16th century.

To celebrate the importance of cattle to the livelihood 
and lifestyle of many Masabateños, Rodeo Masbateño, 
the only internationally styled rodeo show in Asia, is 
held in April each year to promote animal welfare, tourism
and agriculture in general. Businesses such as Yez 
Beauty Salon, Marilou Marcaida Boutique, Chow King 
and private residences like that of Mr.  & Mrs. Leo
Espinosa are richly festooned with rodeo facades,
welcoming visitors to the friendship, fun and fervour 
that surrounds the rodeo.

The President of Rodeo Masbateño Incorporated is 
Judge Manuel Lopes Sese and for the last four years 
his guidance and his staff have ensured the rodeo is 
exceptionally well run and organized. The one thing 
that would make it better and more exciting would 
be more international competitors from Australia, the 
United States and other countries with a strong cattle 
culture.

The Governor of the Province of Masbate, The Honorable 
Rizalina L. Seachon-Lanete, is also very focused on 
gaining Rodeo Masbateño the international recognition
it deserves and will achieve this by giving as much support 
and encouragement as possible to international teams 
wishing to compete in the 2015 rodeo. Once teams 
from Australia, New Zealand and the United States 
compete in Masbate they will be back regularly as they 

In April this 
year, the 20th 
anniversary of 
Rodeo
Masbateño, 
over 400 
cowboys and 
cowgirls, 
decked out in 
jeans, colorful 
shirts and wide 
brimmed hats 
matched wits 
with ornery, 
willful beasts 
that were 
often unpre-
dictable.

Governor Rizalina L Seachon-Lanete



Rodeo Masbateno-Rodeo Masbateno-

Judge Manuel Lopes Sese

Bull Run Main Street
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Mister and Miss Rodeo

Dancers of Barn Dance 
Parade entertaining the 
crowds lining the streets

recognize it as an exciting rodeo of international
standards. 

In April this year, the 20th anniversary of Rodeo
Masbateño, over 400 cowboys and cowgirls, decked 
out in jeans, colorful shirts and wide brimmed hats 
matched wits with ornery, willful beasts that were 
often unpredictable. Even for experienced and skillful 
competitors, large steers and bullocks present a frissom 
of danger for the unwary, the overconfi dent and the 
careless much to the delight of the many spectators.

The festivities begin with the election of Mister & Miss 
Rodeo and the opening Grand Parade, from the Social 
Center Triangle, consisting of competing teams, horses 
and brightly decorated fl oats. The morning of the
second day saw the Bull Run down Quezon Street, Rosera 
Street to the rodeo arena entertaining thousands of
excited onlookers lining the streets. On the third day 
was the Barn Dancers Parade with gaily costumed 
dancers twirling and swirling in the streets accompanied 
by the rodeo’s theme song composed by local resident 
Rene Alaurin. 

Rodeo events at the main arena were held daily over 
the entire week leading up to the national fi nals. The 
events consist of bull-whip cracking, load carrying, 
cattle wresting on foot, cattle wrestling from horseback, 
cattle lassoing from horseback, two person and four 
person carambolas, casting down and bull riding in 
both men and women’s divisions.

Competing teams like Rancho Cuervo Verde were very 
excited about competing. Talking to team member 
Frederick Ramos his, and the other competitors’
contagious enthusiasm was palpable. Frederick is 27 
and started competing in rodeo events when he was 
16. He came fi rst in bull riding consecutively from 2006 

B
ar

ry
 D

aw
so

n



25BOATING&
WATERSPORTS WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATINGBOATINGBOATING

to 2009 an outstanding achievement for this young 
man in this exciting competitive sport. 

The women competitors were also full of enthusiasm 
and proved they are every bit as talented as the men. 
Two young women, Maria Irene and Maria Lordes Abela, 
were very excited albeit exhausted after winning the 
cattle wresting on foot event.

Other attractions during the rodeo festivities are beef 
cooking contests for young chefs, cattle horse team 
penning competitions, the Agribusiness roadshow, the 
rodeo fun run, calesa rides, trade fair, livestock show 
and much more to keep visitors entertained during an 
exciting holiday at the Masbate Rodeo.

Ranch Tours are held all year round, allowing visitors
to experience a few days on a working cattle ranch.
For further information on Ranch Tours contact
Mr. Gerardo M. Presado Provincial Tourism Offi ce on 
+63909-496-8858

In the evenings there was ongoing entertainment such 
as the Governor’s Welcome Night, City Mayor’s Night, 
Filminera Night and the 2GO travel night.

There was the Rodeo Saloon with nightly shows and 
concerts; while fun and carnival rides in the main grandstand 
area cater to the young and the young at heart.

The week long excitement that kept thousands of 
spectators on the edge of their seats culminated with 
the Awarding and Farewell Party, where competitors
received the accolades they deserve for their skill,

good will and camaraderie in this week of fi erce
competition.

Masbate is not well known to overseas visitors to
the Philippines, but if Rodeo Masbateño can attract
international teams that could soon change. Even the 
rodeo is more fun in the Philippines.

Where to Stay & Eat. 
There are many hotels and resorts in Masbate offering a 
wide variety of accommodation from basic to the more 
up-market, but it’s wise to book early. There is a wide 
selection of eateries catering for all taste buds, so fi nding 
a good place to dine is exceptionally easy. 

For a great, relaxing day a must place to visit is the 
Coco View Lagoon where you can swim, picnic and chill 
out, sipping fresh coconut juice (buko). Hosts Danilo 
and Ederlinda Ramos will certainly make sure you enjoy 
your stay. 

Cattle roping from 
horseback 
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One of the best beach resorts is Bituon Beach Resort,
a sprawling resort right on the beach with excellent
accommodation and facilities.

Getting There.
There are many ways to get to Masbate from Manila. 
Philippine Airlines has daily fl ights, while the best 
and most relaxing way is by 2GO ferry from Manila 
to Masbate via Romblon, this service is excellent with 
comfort plus; unfortunately there’s only one service a 
week at this time, so plan ahead. Montenegro run a 
daily RORO/Bus Service from Cubao. 

Flights from Manila take about an hour: the sea journey 
from Manila lasts about 18 hours.

All in all plan a holiday you will never forget and be at 
the next Rodeo Masbateño in April 2015. ‘Active Boating 
and Watersports’ will be there again, hopefully
interviewing international teams competing at this
exciting and unique event in the Philippines and Asia.

Getting Around Masbate
The best way to get around Masbate is by pedicar. 
The cost is very low and you can negotiate with the 
driver for special trips. If you prefer to be independent 
you can hire a vehicle from COWBOYZ RENT A CAR 
+63935-184-6136 or +63909-496-8858.

Contact Information
Gerardo M. Presado Provincial Tourism Offi cer Designate 
+63909-496-8858   Email: “mailto:gerardopresado@
yahoo.com” gerardopresado@yahoo.com 
Provincial Police Headquarters (056) 333-3384
Provincial Hospital (056) 333-2244

For further information and registration details to com-
pete in the 2015 Rodeo Masbateño contact the organizers 
at “mailto:rodeomasbatenoinc@yahoo.com” rodeomas-
batenoinc@yahoo.com or “mailto:rodeomasbatenoinc@
gmail.com” rodeomasbatenoinc@gmail.com  

You can also check out their website: “http://www.
philippinerodeofi nals.com”, http://www.philippinero-
deofi nals.com   
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Bituon Beach in Masbate
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Words by 
JAMES 

WEBSTER
Photographs 

as credited

e all want to give ourselves the best pos-
sible chance of great catches when we hit 

the fi shing trail. We all, also, have our own prefer-
ences on how to achieve that. Bait or Lures? This is 
the perennial fi sherman’s argument.

I once had a great friend, an expert fi sherman, Jack 
Gazzard who unfortunately passed away some years 
ago. His favorite saying was “Lures only imitate bait 
so why bother with the expense when you can catch 
your own bait for free.”

W Remember, 
fi sh are also 
attracted by 
your boat, 
it’s vibration 
and it’s wake. 
Therefore you 
need to have
everything, 
boat, wake 
and lures 
working 
together to 
attract great 
hook ups.

One Friday night at a local hotel the discussion rose 
its ugly head once more with a mutual friend who 
claimed he could out fi sh old Jack with his lures. Out 
fi sh old Jack? Bite your tongue, Jack couldn’t re-
sist the challenge. And so, bright and early on Sat-
urday morning, the three of us hit a favorite reef off 
Shoalhaven Heads on the South Coast of New South 
Wales, Australia. Jack with his Slimy Mackerel, Yellow 
Tail and green prawns and our mutual mate with his 
variety of lures.

Three hours later, Jack had a box of six lovely snapper 
ranging from 1 kilo to 2 1/2 kilo along with a couple 

LURES 
versus 
BAIT
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of Mowong, Rock Cod, Yellow Tail, Slimy Mackerel 
and a good fl athead that had no right being over the 
reef. Our mutual friend had one Rock Cod. I might 
add here that most fi shermen will throw a Rock Cod 
back, however they are also known as a poor man’s 
lobster for good reason. Boiled, you can almost not 
tell the difference between it and lobster fl esh.

Our mutual buddy admitted defeat and prompt-
ly threw his box of lures overboard. He grabbed a 
few green prawns and within the next half an hour, 
had two beautiful snapper of his own, one of which 
topped 3 kilo.

Of course, I have known some blokes who have had 
great success with lures, particular in the river with 
fl athead and bream. On a personal note, I have never 
caught a thing on lures. Let us discus both. A bait or 
lure is a lie told to the fi sh to convince them that it 
is an easy meal.

Live Bait:
Bait, naturally, is much easier to use and is often 
found in the same area as the target fi sh as they are 
its natural diet and possesses a scent that the fi sh 
will recognize. Blood fi sh such as Slimy Mackerel 
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with its stronger scent are proven very successful. 
Any live bait will act and appear exactly as a natu-
ral prey while strips appear as an easy meal with a 
recognizable aroma. In most cases certain types of 
lures attracted certain types of fi sh and they need 
to be changed when you are targeting another spe-
cies, while a live or piece of slimy will attract them all. 
Green prawns are a signifi cant form of bait as they 
reside in all areas of oceans and rivers and are a major 
part of all species diets. TheyD are probably the most 
used bait of recreational fi sherman. A fi sh will often 
swallow bait while they more often than not, won’t 
swallow a lure once they realize there is no taste, the 
lessor aggressive species will spit it out unless you 
have hooked it. Catch and use the bait fi sh in the 
area you are fi shing and you will have success.

Some of the many 
trolling lures available

Lures:
Lures are a different kettle of fi sh. The fi sherman 
needs to be skilled in the methods of retrieval so that 
it looks and acts like a live bait swimming through 
the water. That is not always easy and needs some 
practicing. The fi sh has to be convinced that a piece 
of plastic moving through their habitat is in fact an 
easy meal. There is almost an infi nite number of lure 
types and most are designed to attract different spe-
cies of fi sh. The types of fi sh they attract are often 
on the packaging and that is just one more factor 
the lure fi sherman has to remember.

The notions of live bait and lures are similar, howev-
er. We need the fi sh to react to our lure in the same 
way as live bait. Under this principle a lure can prob-
ably be discussed as live bait. Will it be more fruitful 
than the real thing though? It’s hard to argue that a 
petrol-chemical based or scented facsimile is going 
to outperform fl esh and blood.

Yes, lures can be very successful if handled expertly 
and in some instances, such as trolling are more useful, 
but the bottom line is a professional bait fi sherman 
will beat a professional lure fi sherman every time.

It all comes down to personal preference. Maybe 
you enjoy the fun of casting all day and the skill of 
making a lure work properly at the expense of your 
success rate. I have to admit that bait fi shing can be 
a lot more boring unless you have a carton of the 
brown fl uid on board.

Either way, enjoy your fi shing and continue the 
friendly squabble over bait v lure.  
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SEA-EX 2014
Whatever you 
seek in the 
boating indus-
try, whether its 
a boat, kayak, 
parts, motor 
fi sh fi nder, div-
ing equipment, 
the Sea-Ex has it 
all with a num-
ber of exhibitors 
there to help 
you.

With the growing Filipino middle class having 
more time and money to spend on water 

based leisure activities it was little surprise that this 
year’s Sea-Ex was so successful. Held at One Esplanade, 
on the shores of Manila Bay, from March 21 to 23, Sea-Ex
attracted almost 80 exhibitors keen to display
the newest, most advanced products from local and
international manufacturers. Visitors were able to see and 
purchase all the latest in technology, boats, engines, 
jet skis, swimwear and the latest gadgetry from the 
world of boating and water sports.

Sizzling, brightly colored swimwear and glamorous
apparel for yacht, beach and resort wear drew a steady 
stream of trendsetters to Georgina Clothing, Regatta 
and Blood Red in search of that ‘certain something’ just 
a little bit different. Later, some rather stunning models 
took to the catwalk at the Regatta fashion show in a 
dazzling display of the latest summer designs.

Power boats and recent developments in luxury boating 
and sophisticated navigational aids were on show from 
Rayomarine, Europa Yachts, Team Nonino, Trevally Boats 
and AMAC. Exhibitors like Robin White from Europa 
Yachts stated that Sea-Ex was the one place to see the 
best and the latest in the boating industry.

Gorgeous models from Broadwater Marine, the largest 
yacht chandler in the Philippines, were delighting the 
crowds with their wry smiles and offers of free daily raffl e 
draws in which lucky winners received a free fl ight
to selected destinations in the Philippines. On their
impressive stand Broadwater Marine featured every
accessory available for the sail and power boating buff, 
along with representation from BLA of Australia. 

Beautiful models were showing the latest in jet skis at 
the Scan Marine booth; while at Team Nonino the focus 

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited
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Sailing event
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was on the latest in locally made boating technology. 
With all the eye candy on display it was hard to tell if 
the girls, or the products they were promoting, drew 
most attention.

There were sailing events too, showing crowds that 
even water sports are more fun in the Philippines:
the new Topcat catamaran was widely admired and
free rides were available to those with some sailing 
experience. 

Nightly bands belting out their biggest hits kept the 
crowds from becoming restless while the many food 
and drink outlets kept the crowds appetite at bay with 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

delicious food and cold drinks. Monster Burger eating 
contests were held regularly.

On the Sunday evening everyone was at the Broadwater 
Marine Bus stand where they hosted a delicious
Sausage Sizzle BBQ. 

Being an island nation with a myriad of safe harbors
and coves for boat owners, dive sites and family 
beaches it’s logical for the Philippines to hold Asia’s 
premier nautical lifestyle exposition. If you missed the 
2014 Sea-Ex, make sure you are there in 2015. You can 
get more information on the Sea-Ex at HYPERLINK 
“http://www.seaex.ph” www.seaex.ph 
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  or all yachts in this years PGYC Easter Regatta, 
conditions for sailing were fantastic. With winds 

varying from 10 to 20 knots over the 3 days, skippers 
were tested at the helm and crews for their versatility 
and tactics.

Day one saw a reach to Chicken Feather and return 
with fast sailing and in most cases, some very skillful 
approaches to the downwind run behind the island.

Day two and the long haul to Verde again proved to 
be just as challenging as past years. Entertainment 
was provided for all when the mark on the island 
broke its line and moved south with many yachts fol-
lowing. The mark was rescued and repositioned north 
creating some great conversation at the presentation 
ceremony following the race.

Day three and the handicap system proved its worth, 
with some very close fi nishes following some tacti-
cal and in some cases, interesting choices of sails to 
round the buoy at Big Lalaguna. Spinnakers proved 
diffi cult to handle in the varying conditions and sails 
were change by many yachts to reach the fi nish line.

The talk around the fi nal day presentation was very 
positive of a very well run regatta and the stories 
will continue until next year with some variations of 
course!

A big round of thanks to our Race Committee Chair-
man Bill Moore, who after seven years of service now 
retires from the Race Committee.

FDay three and 
the handicap 
system proved 
its worth, with 
some very close 
fi nishes following 
some tactical 
and in some 
cases, interest-
ing choices of 
sails to round 
the buoy at Big 
Lalaguna.

Words by 
ANTHONY 
STEPHENS

Photographs 
as credited
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Miss Earth contestants

 
Sunday afternoon get-together April 6th

Sunday 6th April a “Bbq your own food and buy your 
drinks from the bar’ was held at the Clubhouse start-
ing at 12noon. Live music from the Coco Beach high-
lighted the afternoon. The support for this concept 
was huge with some 60 to 70 persons attending both 
members and friends of the club. The culinary skills 
of some people was exceptional, whilst one or two 
others might need more practice!!!!!In the clubhouse 
the dancing was, shall we say sophisticated, sprightly 
octogenarians doing the twist.

It was fun and everyone who attended enjoyed 
themselves.

This was the fi rst such type of event at the clubhouse 
for a number of years and because we had no idea 
of the numbers to attend it was decided to ask for 
donations to cover the cost of the band some 4000 
peso.

Thank you sponsors:- Fitz & Trish, John Hyndman, 
Ron Etherington, Daryl Calvert, Phil Williams, Mike 
Wallace (a singer of some ability), Bob Johnson and 
Anthony Stephens who funded the band to 4pm, and 
thank you other numerous donors who funded the 
band to play to 6pm. It was a great afternoon!

Sailing School

With a dinghy regatta, Miss Earth Graduates partici-
pating in a discover sailing morning, a number of ba-
sic dinghy courses and a whole heap of maintenance 
for May groups, our Sailing school staff and volun-
teers have had another hectic month.

Congratulations to the following individuals who 
completed their basic dinghy course in the last few 
weeks:- Bjorn Rosenberger, Najib Habib, Alexander 
and Daniel Degen.

Dinghy Regatta Results
Optimist Open:- 1st Jomar Resma, 2nd tied King 
Cabarles & Limuel Castillio, 3rd tied Brenoven Cabar-
les & Joseph Montes
Optimist Novice:- 1st Reymark Ronquilio, 2nd Orlyn 
Alumisin, 3rd Junvic Velasques
Mirror Open:- 1st Joseph Montes/Joshua Davalos, 
2nd Brenoven Cabarles/Jomar Resma, 3rd Limuel 
Castillio/Jerson Davalos
Mirror Novice:-    1st Orlyn Alumisin/Kyla Montero, 
2nd Reymark Ronquilio/Jerum Alumisin

Congratulations to all winners and participants! 
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Advertise your water sports events in the 
Active Events Directory for FREE. 
Contact Active Boating & Watersports for details.

Call: 02 551 4587 • +63 947 112 7657
E-Mail: info@activeboatingwatersports.com 

EVENTS DIRECTORY
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ILOCOS REGION/BATANES
DESTINATION

Well, we don’t 
have snow 
in the 
Philippines 
to do snow-
boarding, 
but we do 
have plenty 
of sand and 
sand dunes in 
Ilocos Norte
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ILOCOS REGION/BATANES

LOCOS NORTE

The beautiful province of Ilocos Norte located
in the northwest corner of Luzon Island, bordering
Cagayan and Apayao to the east, and Abra and Ilocos 
Sur to the south. Ilocos Norte faces the South China 
Sea to the west and the Luzon Strait. The terrain is
relatively fl at and dry, but it gives way to hills the
farther north you go. They make for an interesting
hike too, as the hills sometimes conceal verdant
valleys, forests, and rivers. 
 
Ilocos Norte is noted for being the birthplace of former 
President Ferdinand E. Marcos, who led an authoritarian 
rule over the country during the latter half of his
incumbency. The Marcos’s enjoy a modicum of popularity 
in the province. Ilocos Norte is also known as a northern 
tourist destination, being the location of Fort Ilocandia,
an upper class hotel and beach resort famous among 
expatriates, and Pagudpud.

Long before the coming of the Spaniards, there already 
existed an extensive region, renowned for its gold 
mines. Merchants from Japan and China would often 
visit the area to trade gold with beads, ceramics and 
silk. The inhabitants of the region, believed to be of 
Malay origin, called their place “samtoy”, from “sao mi 
toy”, which literally meant “our language here”.

In 1591, when the Spanish conquistadors had Manila 
more or less under their control, they began looking 
for new sites to conquer. Legazpi’s grandson, Juan de 
Salcedo, volunteered to lead one of these expeditions. 
Together with 8 armed boats and 45 men, the 22 year 
old voyager headed north. On June 13, 1592, Salcedo 
and his men landed in Vigan and then proceeded towards 
Laoag, Currimao and Badoc. As they sailed along the 
coast, they were surprised to see numerous sheltered 
coves (“looc”) where the locals lived in harmony. As a 
result, they named the region “Ylocos” and 
                                  its people “Ylocanos”.

Words by 
BARRY 
DAWSON &
BRUCE 
CURRAN 
Photographs 
as credited 
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Ilocos Norte is a coastal province

As the Christianization of the region grew, so did the 
landscape of the area. Vast tracts of land were utilized
for churches and bell towers in line with the Spanish
mission of “bajo las campanas”. In the town plaza, it was 
not uncommon to see garrisons under the church bells. 
The colonization process was slowly being carried out.

The Spanish colonization of the region, however, was 
never completely successful. Owing to the abusive 
practices of many Augustinian friars, a number of Ilocanos 
revolted against their colonizers. Noteworthy of these 
were the Dingras uprising (1589) and Pedro Almasan 
revolt (San Nicolas, 1660). In 1762, Diego Silang led a 
series of battles aimed at freeing the Ilocanos from the 
Spanish yoke. When he died from an assassin’s bullet, 
his widow Gabriela continued the cause. Unfortunately, 
she too was captured and hanged. In 1807, the sugar 
cane (“basi”) brewers of Piddig rose up in arms to protest 
the government’s monopoly of the wine industry. In 
1898, the church excommunicated Gregorio Aglipay 
for refusing to cut off ties with the revolutionary forces 
of Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo. Unperturbed, he established 
the “Iglesia Filipina Independiente”. Aglipay’s movement 
and the nationalist sentiment it espoused helped
restore the self-respect of many Filipinos.

Laoag

The starting point of your Ilocos Norte adventure holiday, 
would most likely be in Laoag. The capital of Ilocos 
Norte and the hub of everything Ilocano. A good starting 
point is Museo Ilocos Norte, where region’s main offi ces 
and universities are located, and any assistance you 
may require to world-famous sights such as Pagudpud, 
Paoay and Vigan is readily available. All the great places 
to see and visit in Ilocos Norte are only a short drive 
away.

Ilocos Norte is a coastal province and many different 
colored sands are found here, from the blackest of 
black in Laoag to the honey brown sands in Currimao, 
and the pristine white sands in Pagudpud.  Some parts 
in Pagudpud are lined with a rocky shore, but overall, 
Pagudpud beaches are simply amazing with beautiful 
stretches of white sand lined with coconut trees and 
crystal clear pristine waters. Visitors to Ilocos come 
away in awe as it is like a virgin Boracay without the 
hustle and bustle or high prices. 

So, what essentially is Ilocano? Well fi rst, you have 
the language. There are 8 million Ilocano speakers and IL
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the language is continuously spreading. Most of the
Cordillera Region speaks it, and of course you have the 
Ilocano cuisine. Ilocanos love matching bagoong (fi sh 
paste) with just about anything, using souring agents 
such as native palm vinegar. They also have a penchant 
for bitter things like veggies and papaitan. A few of the 
dishes you shouldn’t miss: pinakbet, igado, dinakda-
kan, and poqui-poqui.  They love pork too. Proof—
the deep-fried pork belly called bagnet and the native 
sausage, longganisa.

The Fort Ilocandia Beach Resort and Hotel is the only 5 
start hotel in the northern part of the Philippines only a 
ten minute drive from the Laoag International Airport, 
is set on seventy-seven sprawling beautiful hectares 
and boasting two kilometers of pristine sandy beach.

In The main area near SM is the Laoag Sinking Bell 
Tower, over many years this forty-fi ve meter bell tower 
has been slowly sinking to the point, that, when fi rst 
built a man on horseback could easily enter, now a man 
of ordinary height has to bend over to go inside. 

Aurora Park is Laoag City’s Central Plaza is fl anked by 
interesting sculptures, facing the Provincial Capital is 
an Oblation-like sculpture which has no markers bearing 
its signifi cance. On the side facing the River, there is a 
brick monument commemorating the abolition of the 
Tobacco Monopoly in the Philippines. At the heart of 
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the plaza is a fountain which features the sculptured 
fi gure of a young woman, it represents the maiden
Pamulinawen, the image of an ideal Ilocano. On the 
arms of the sculpture are pieces of garlic and tobacco 
leaves which are the gold mine industries of Ilocandia.

Paoay

The beautiful combination of gothic, oriental and
baroque architecture of the Paoay church is well worth 
visiting to see this amazing building and the intricate 
craftsmanship, like all churches in Ilocos Norte the
bell tower is a separate building and served as an
observation post by the “Katipuneros” during the 
Philippine Revolution and again by the “Guerillas” 
during the Japanese occupation. The Church is now 
inscribed in UNESCO’s World Heritage List. While out 
that way a visit to the pristine Lake Paoay is a must. 
The settings of this lake are ideal for rowing and the 
1st international rowing regatta was held in February 
this year, also with the help of the local government 
and the Manila Boat Club a new club house has opened 
on the shores of the lake and is already training future 
young champions. On the opposite shore of the lake is 
Malacañang of the North. Built as the offi cial residence 
of the Late President Marcos, is now a museum. Once the 
offi cial residence of the Marcos family whenever they 
were in Ilocos Norte, this sprawling Spanish-designed 
house is now a museum showcasing Marcos memorabilia. 

Paoay Church
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From the curving staircase to the painstakingly carved 
furniture, everything looks grand, fi tting for a palace of 
the then-First Family. After soaking in the culture and 
heritage inside the museum, go outside and breathe in 
the fresh breeze blowing across Paoay Lake.

La Paz Sand Dunes
 
What! Sandboarding? Well, we don’t have snow in the 
Philippines to do snowboarding, but we do have plenty 
of sand and sand dunes, in Ilocos Norte you can ride a 
4x4 or get on a sandboard and cruise down the steep 
mountain of sand, all while keeping your balance. The 
perfect adrenaline rush! In addition the La Paz Sand 

Dunes location offers a spectacular panorama vista 
of the west Philippines Sea, located in the Barangay 
La Paz, and just a short drive from Laoag City. These 
spectacular dunes comprising 85sq. km. are a favorite 
shooting set for local and overseas fi lm makers. But 
for the holiday maker it is a place of fun and frolic, 
Entrepreneur, Glenn Guerrero started sandboarding 
and 4 x 4 treks through the dunes back in 2009 and 
is now a favorite of locals and visitors alike to try the 
thrill of sandboarding, like snowboarding but without 
the snow. A thrill a minute is always the in thing at the 
dunes. They also lend themselves to a unique and fun 
fi lled waterless boat regatta if Glenn is able to convince 
the local government of the idea.

La Paz sand dunes
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Bangui Windmills (North End Wind Power Plant)

On your way to the white sand beaches of Pagudpud, 
don’t forget to stop by Bangui. Let yourself feel small 
— in a good way — amid the 50-meter-tall windmills, 
spinning blades not yet included. Feel the rush both 
from the wind and from the waves of Bangui Bay. Bangui’s 
windmills are not only beautiful but also useful. They 
produce sustainable energy that provides 40% of Ilocos 
Norte’s electricity.One of the innovations of Ilocos 
Norte is for the North End Wind Power Plant to provide 
ecofriendly power and reduce the rate of brownout 
from other power sources. The Bangui Project is the 
fi rst of the ecofriendly windmill power plants to be built 
in The Philippines and South East Asia. Each windmill 
unit produces 1.65 MW of power, the current project 
consisting of twenty units placed 326 meters apart and 
producing 33 MW of power the windmills turbine hubs 

Bangui windmills

are seventy-two meters (23 storeys) from ground level 
and each blade is 41 meters giving a rotor diameter of 
82 meters. Support facilities include a 30 MVA substation
and 57km of 69kv transmission line traversing the pow-
er to the delivery point in Laoag and as of May 7th 
2005 were connected to the Luzon Grid. A further two 
developments are presently under construction, one 
consisting of 27 turbine windmills and one of 29. If you 
have time, watch the sun set and see the windmills’ 
dark silhouettes spinning against an orange sky

Pagudpud

Pagudpud is only about a 90 minute drive from Laoag 
City, and with its white-sand beaches and crystal-blue 
water, Pagudpud is a virgin Boracay haven for tourists. 
Maira-Ira Point is also an emerging attraction with its 

secluded beach known as the Blue Lagoon, as well as 
kilometer-long Saud Beach. Access to this public beach 
is from a secondary concrete road on the north side 
of the Maharlika Highway just before approaching the 
Patapat Viaduct. On the way to the Blue Lagoon, a sea 
arch can be seen. Coconut trees line much of the town’s 
coast. On a clear day, the Babuyan Islands are visible 
from Patapat National Park.

The Patapat Viaduct, elevated 31 meters above sea level, 
is 1.3 kilometers (0.81 mi) concrete coastal viaduct that 
connects the Maharlika Highway from Laoag to the
Cagayan Valley Region. It rises along the town’s coastal 
mountains, which is the starting point of the Cordillera 
Mountain Range that snakes through Northern Luzon, 
and is the 4th longest bridge in the Philippines. Lo-
cated more than 16 kilometers from the town proper, it 
offers a scenic view of Pasaleng Bay- a view that leads

towards wide and pristine beaches backed by 
mountains with breathtaking waterfalls Kabigan and 
Mabaga, along with the many cool, refreshing springs 
waiting to be discovered within.

Kabigan Falls is surrounded by thick forest and well 
known for its concaved basin, located at the eastern 
part of Barangay Balaoi. Kabigan falls is also part of 
the town of Pagudpud, and a trek going to this falls 
is usually included in the tricycle tour offered in the 
area. There is a 20 Pesos/pax entrance fee at the jump-
off point where you will be assigned your offi cial trek 
guide going to the falls. You don’t have to worry about 
being lost or being conned in the area because the locals 
organized their offi cial group to guide tourist and
receive payment. The trek going to Kabigan Falls takes 
30 to 40 minutes mostly of fl at area so you’ll have time IL

O
CO

S 
R

EG
IO

N
/B

AT
A

N
ES



4747BOATING&
WATERSPORTS WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATINGBOATINGBOATING



BOATING&
WATERSPORTS WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATINGBOATINGBOATING48

to enjoy the verdant panorama. Although there is a vis-
ible trail going to the falls, you’ll still need a tour guide 
if it’s your fi rst time there just to be safe.

The Blue Lagoon is also the home of Hannah’s Beach 
Resort, which is nestled amongst the endless turquoise 
waters and powdery white sand this seven-hectare 
paradise is emerging to be the crown jewel of Ilocos 
Norte.

Even before entering Hannah’s Beach Resort and 
Convention Center, one would already feel a sense of 
being at peace with nature. The sprawling mountains, 
the breathtaking views of the sea, and the sight of 
windmills all pave the way for the perfect getaway
experience to come.

There is so much to do in watersports with jet skis, 
banana boats, kayaking or just swimming in the beautiful 
pristine waters that are part of Pagudpud. The resort 
also boasts the longest zip line over water with a 
length of 1.3 kilometers.
   
Saud Beach is where the action is and many of the 
newer and more upmarket resorts and accommodation 
are available here.

If you want a more secluded beach, try Blue Lagoon.  
By far one of the better resorts is The Saud Beach Resort, 
this beautiful rustic resort, with its location right on
a white beach and tropical settings is a place of fun,
serenity and beauty all rolled into one. From the
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Saud beach

Blue Lagoon beach
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Kapurpurawan rock formation

delightfully appointed restaurant you can see the famous 
Bangui windmills lining the shore.

Further along is the beach the exclusive Apo Idon Resort 
is this resort although there is a slightly higher tariff it 
certainly gives value for money. For the diving buff there 
is the Terra Rika Beach and dive resort. In Fact whether 
you want to swim, dive, jet ski, kayak, banana boat surf 
or cross the bay on a zip line Pagudpud has it all.                                               

For the surfi ng buff the best place that has it all is the 
Kapuluan Vista Resort in Sito Baniaran. Designed for 
both the seasoned surfer or beginner the resort boasts 
boards for hire, instructors superb accommodation and 
of course the ideal waves for surfi ng.
 
You can reach Pagudpud through the Maharlika Highway.
It goes up the coast with rolling tropical hills on one 
side and the blue water on the other.  No traffi c here, so
if you have a chance to drive, this is the place to do it.
Having your own car will let you stop by the charming 
towns and take as many pictures of the view along the way.

Patapat Viaduct

The Patapat Viaduct is a 1.2km winding bridge at the 
base of the North Cordillera Mountain Ranges and is 
often referred to as the French Rivera of the North. It is 
along this winding bridge where you will fi nd the once 
enchanting Mabugabog Falls which now serves as one 
of the sources of power for the mini hydroelectric plant 
and its true splendor can now only be seen on rainy 
days, with water dropping rhythmically to a precipice 
on the rocky shore of the sea below. From the center 
of the bridge you can see the awesome panoramic view 
of the sea below and the verdant green mountains on 
the far side which rise 200 meters above sea level. The 
breathtaking scenery from any point of the bridge is a 
sight that will engrave itself in your memory for life.
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Patapat viaduct

Sta. Monica Church Complex                                                                                                                                          
                     
The convent was constructed in 1769 and served as a 
temporary chapel until the completion of the church 
and bell tower in 1779, The fl ight of stairs connecting 
the church to the convent is the only structural feature 
like this in the Philippines. Of all the churches in the 
Ilocos region, Sarrat looks the most neo-classical style. 
It’s baroque  air is expressed by the inverted scroll on 
the pediment. The church and convent were declared 
as an important Cultural property in 2009.

Marcos Museum and Mausoleum, Batac City                                                                                                                                
Once the ancestral house of the Marcos’s, is now a 
museum that showcases the life, times and memora-
bilia of the late President Ferdinand Marcos. Attached 
to the museum is a mausoleum housing the remains of 
the Late president in a glass domed refrigerated crypt. 
The presidents remains were laid there in September 
1993.

Batac City Riverside Empanadaan

There are plenty of stalls selling “empanada” in this 
locacation. Empanada is made of a savory fi lling of 
grated papaya, mongo, chopped Ilocano longganisa 
and egg. The dough that serves as its thin and crisp 
wrapper is made of rice fl our. The BATAC EMPANADA 
is deep-fried rather than baked.

The Batac City created Empanada Festival to
commemorate their declaration as a city which they
feature the empanada as the highlight of the event and 
to promote the BATAC EMPANADA as the DTI approved 
“One-Town-One Product” of the City of BATAC.

The Kapurpurawan rock formation is located on the 
rocky coast of Burgos, Ilocos Norte. It is known for its 
creamy white and streamlined limestone formations, 
which have been sculpted by different oceanic and 
weather forces. Burgos is located on the northwestern 
tip of Ilocos Norte. The name Kapurpurawan which 
means white rock and will remain in your minds after 
seeing this magnifi cent site will be imbedded in your 
memory forever as a natural wonder that is a showcase 
of the power of Mother Nature, wind water on rock 
and coral.

Timmangtang Rock                                                                                                                                             
                              
The rock stands majestically a few meters away from 
the Bantay Abot Caves, and is located along the shore 
and partly by the sea. You cannot separate Bantay Abot 
caves from Timmangtang Rock, and they are believed to 
be lovers, the former being the female and the latter the 
male. They are collectively termed as “ Lovers Rock”.

Cape Bojeador Lighthouse, also known as Burgos Light-
house, is a cultural heritage structure in Burgos, Ilocos 
Norte, that was established during the Spanish Colonial
period in the Philippines. It was fi rst lit on March 30, 
1892, and is set high on Vigia de Nagpartian Hill over-
looking the scenic Cape Bojeador where early galleons
used to sail by. After over 100 years, it still functions 
as a welcoming beacon to the international ships that 
enter the Philippine Archipelago from the north and 
guide them safely away from the rocky coast of the 
town. The light marks the northwestern-most point 
in Luzon. The northeastern-most being Cape Engaño 
Lighthouse on Palaui Island, Santa Ana, Cagayan.
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Saud beach at sunset
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Cape Bojeador lighthouse

The 20 meter tall octagonal stone tower, is a wonder of 
engineering design and, apparently was built without
steel, and is the most prominent structure in the
vicinity, the lighthouse can be seen from as far away 
as Pasuquin town in the south and Bangui on the 
east on a clear day. Cape Bojeador lighthouse is the 
most accessible of all the lighthouses in the island of 
Luzon. Access to the lighthouse is through a two-lane 
narrow concrete road that starts from the Maharlika 
Highway in Brgy. Paayas, Burgos, about 40 km. north 
from Laoag City, After passing Paayas, a sign on the 
right side of the highway indicates the winding road 
that leads to the base of the lighthouse.

At the parking lot, visitors climb a fl ight of concrete 
stairs to the perimeter wall which offers a good view of 
Cape Bojeador and West Philippine Sea. Look for the 
lighthouse keeper and inform him of your intentions. 
The elegant T-shaped stairway leads you up to the
verandah of the main pavilion. The hallway of the main 
pavilion takes you to the foot of the covered stairs that 
lead to the entrance of the tower. A spiral staircase 
leads the visitor to the lantern room on top. Only a 
certain number of people are allowed in the tower at 
a time. Access to the gallery depends on the outside 
wind condition.

The pavilion has now been transformed into a small museum
as wel as lodging for people seeking basic accommodation, 
though except from shared cooking facilities and water from
the cistern, no other amenities are provided.

It is recommended to visit the area in the months of 
June to August when the moderate monsoon revitalizes 
the surrounding vegetation that adds to the scenic 
view of the area. November to January is not advisable 
for the weather is very wet and cold due to the cold 
winds that affect the northernmost tip of Luzon.

Kaangrian Falls

Kaangrian is a word which literally means “smelly place” 
in English is indeed an Ironic name for such a wonderful 
gem that lay hidden amidst the forest of Barangay 
Paayas Burgos, Ilocos Norte. Being known as one of 
the most beautiful waterfalls in the country, this multi 
layered waterfall forms a scenic stair like view which 
makes it look extraordinary. Aside from the that, Ilocanos 
are indeed proud to say that  such natural scenery is 
well preserved and taken care of that is why there isn’t 
any doubt that Kaangrian Falls continues to be a must 
see spot when traveling to Ilocos. It will take approxi-
mately an hour’s travel from Laoag City to Burgos, if 
travelling by bus ask the driver to let you off at the 
Kaangrian Falls bus stop, From here you can get a tricycle 
to the trail to the falls, from here it is a 4 km hike to the 
middle of the forest where these spectacular falls are 
located, The fi rst twenty minutes of the trail is out in 
the open so remember to bring a hat, the treeless area 
does provide I nice view of the limestone cropping’s 
and surrounding hills. Along the trail you may see small 
deer, or able to identify the many types of plant life
including numerous varieties of mushrooms. The water-
falls of Kaangrian are everywhere creating a semi-circle 
of water cascading down multiple layers of rock, The 
beauty of the area is further enhanced by hundreds of 
small sparkling pools at the base of the falls created 
by limestone deposits. Travelling to the fall may be a 
bit arduous but believe me it is well worth the effort, 
and all your fatigue of getting their will be immediately
dissipated at the spectacular beauty of these falls. 

From the city proper, you have to once again and you 
may ask the bus conductor to drop you at the Kaangrian 
Falls bus stop located just along the highway. From the 
highway, you can take a 5 kilometer tricycle ride to the 
head of the trail plus another 4 kilometer hike to the 
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www.trevallyboats.com

CHOICE
THE
EDUCATED
BUILT FOR THE UNCOMPROMISING MARINER

CONTACT US AT: 
INFO@TREVALLYBOATS.COM
+639175255002

With boats 16feet to 33feet you have options ranging from inshore utility craft all the way to 
Blue water Deep-V power boats that can take you to any of our far flung Philippine Islands. 
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middle of the forest where you could fi nd the spectacular 
falls which the locals are indeed proud of.

As a fi nal say, we all know that the travel time from 
Manila to Burgos would be an arduous wait for an eagerly 
motivated nature tripper but once you get into the 
place, there is an assurance that all your stresses, pains 
and the feeling of being tired will all be eased out due 
to its jaw dropping beauty.  So witness Ilocos and witness 
the Ironic Beauty of Kaangrian Falls of Burgos.

Shopping in Ilocos Norte 

Robinsons Ilocos Norte was the fi rst ever shopping mall 
in Ilocos Norte and is located in the town of San Nicolas, 
Ilocos Norte. In Laoag there is SM and of course an endless 
array of markets and street vendors, so fi nding that special 
gift or memento of your holiday is very simple. 

Vigan is so special, UNESCO deemed it a World Heritage 
Site and noted, “Vigan is an exceptionally intact and 
well-preserved example of a European trading town
in East and Southeast Asia. The architecture is truly
refl ective of its roots in both materials and design, in its 
fusion of Asian building design and construction with 
European colonial architecture and planning.”

For travelers, it means only one thing—this could be 
a romantic adventure. And although the Philippines 
has many period-haciendas and mansions, Vigan has 
an entire district of them. It’s like gallivanting through 
time.

Unlike many of the Spanish outposts in the Philippines, 
Vigan was chosen not only as the capital of Spanish 
conqueror Juan De Salcedo’s Ilocos, but also as a trading 
center. When he arrived, the place was already a center 

of activity, with direct trading relations with China. The 
Europeans sought silk and porcelain, and so the city became 
part of the 250-galleon (ships) trade that linked Asia 
to Europe and the New World. Vigan, apart from many 
cities, became an entrepot of different cultures.

Walk down Crisologo Street and check out “Earthquake 
Baroque” homes.

Plaza Burgos opens up to St. Paul’s Cathedral while on the 
other side, Plaza Salcedo opens up to the Municipal Hall.

The town itself is a wonder.

Vigan is known for burnay, a traditional jar. Crafted 
from locally sourced clay, burnays were originally used to 
ferment basi (sugarcane wine) and bagoong, although 
today they are mostly used for decoration.

Head on to Barangay VII, Liberation Avenue, and learn 
how this craft has been transferred through generations.

There are three pagburnayan (burnay factories) left in 
the country. Go to Ruby Pottery, and get a chance to 
meet National Artist Fidel Go, a well-renowned potter. 
Fidel is 75 years of age and is the second generation, 
Ruby Pottery was fi rst established in 1920 by his father. 
Everything is made on the premises, the wood fi red kiln 
is over 15 meters long, making all types of pottery. If 
you have a special design or artifact you would like to 
get Fidel and his staff will make to design and order.

Explore Calle Crisologo at dawn Calle Crisologo is the 
cobble-stoned street in Vigan with Spanish period ancestral 
houses left and right, puts on different faces depending 
on the time of day. Dawn and the wee hours of the 
morning are particularly magical times. All the souvenir 
shops and restaurants are closed, the street is empty IL
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save for the random sleeping kalesa driver or early 
morning jogger. At this hour, you can experience a quiet 
Calle Crisologo with none of the  hustle and bustle of 
tourists and shopkeepers, sidewalks stripped bare of 
colorful wares. Photographers will relish this time when 
the light is soft. The gradually lightening sky makes for 
a good background and even time lapse.

Elpidio Quirino, 6th President of the Philippines, is just 
one of the illustrious characters who hail from Vigan. 
He once lived in the Syquia mansion on Calle Quirino, 
the ancestral home of his wife’s family. The mansion is 
a must-see not just for its historical signifi cance but for 
its beauty. High-ceilinged rooms with hardwood fl oors 
are decorated with whimsical wood carvings of page-
boys, country lasses, antique wooden furniture and 
oriental porcelain.

Vigan’s rich history began way before Spanish
conquistador Juan de Salcedo named it Spanish territory. 
The winding Mestizo River traces this history back to 
pre-colonial times when Vigan natives traded with the 
Chinese who moored their boats on the riverbanks. 
Cruise-goers literally travel through history by travelling 
through the river. The boat takes them to various points 
where life-sized dioramas stand, depicting important 
events in Vigan’s history. A recorded voice then narrates 
the story. The riverbanks are also the perfect exhibit 
of Vigan’s rich biodiversity. You’ll catch a glimpse of 
the bigaa plant from which the city supposedly takes 
its name.

Abel cloth is a traditional woven product in Vigan 
known for its durablity and beauty. Many families hand 
abel cloth down to younger generations as heirlooms.
Seeing abel weavers busy at their craft in shops like 
Rowilda’s and Cristy’s is a mesmerizing experience. The 
cotton or sagut yarns descend, ascend and crisscross 
one another in the loom in hypnotic movements.Along 
the stores’ walls is kaleidoscopic arrangement of jewel-
hued abel cloth cut as shawls, blankets, table napkins, 
place mats and even blouses.

Baluarte is a mini zoo and also the offi cial residence of 
Governor Chavit Singson. There is no admission charge 
and revenue for the upkeep and feeding of the animals 
is raised from souvenirs and photos taken with the animals.
The zoo has a wide variety of animals including a tiger 
which you can have your photo taken with. They also 
have the pinaliit na kabayo (miniature horse) pulling a 
calesa giving children fun rides around the zoo.

How to get there

If you are starting your holiday in Laoag there are daily 
fl ights from Manila or you can go by air0cinditioned 
bus from Pasay or Cubao, Going by bus gives you the 
opportunity to start at Vigan and work your way up. If 
you are driving then follow the NLEX to Tarlac and out 
through La Union.

Places to stay

There is a wide variety of hotels en route. In Vigan there 
is the Hotel Luna which is also a repository of fi ne art 
with some of the most famous artworks in the Philippines. 
The Hotel Salcedo de Vigan and the Gordion Hotel all 
are in general Luna Street and close to each other. In 
Laoag there are many hotels the most upmarket is Fort 
Ilocandia at Lay Paoay the is the Plaza Del Norte, and 
one of the better hotels to stay at with very affordable 
rates is the newly refurbished Northview Hotel on Airport 
Road. In Pagudpud on of the best resorts I have had 
the pleasure of staying at is the Saud Beach resort, for 
the diving buff there is the Terra Rika Beach and Dive 
Resort and another upmarket hote is the Apo Idon.
Towards the blue Lagoon the best selection is the
Kapuluan Vista Resort, ideal for the surfer.

Active Boating and Watersports would like to express 
their appreciation to Marie Gonzales, Araceli Salem and 
John Gonzales of the Laoag offi ce of The Department 
of Tourism for their dedication and invaluable assistance 
in preparing this feature destination.
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THE BATANES

The Province of Batanes, located approximately 162 km 
north of Luzon, is an island province in the region of Cagayan 
Valley, Philippines. It is the northernmost province of the
Philippines and is also the smallest province, both in terms 
of population and land area. The provincial capital 
is Basco on Batan Island.

The province comprises ten islands that are located
in the Luzon Strait between the Babuyan Islands and
Taiwan.  The islands are sparsely populated and subject 
to frequent typhoons. The three largest islands,
Batan, Itbayat, and Sabtang, are the only inhabited 
islands. The northernmost island of the province, also 
the northernmost island in the Philippines, is Mavudis 
Island, also known as Y’ami Island. Other islands in the 
chain are Misanga, Siayan, Ivuhos, and Dequey. The
islands are part of the Luzon Volcanic Arc.

Almost one-half of Batanes are hills and mountains.
Batan Island, is generally mountainous on the north and 
southeast. It has a basin in the interior. Itbayat Island, 
slopes gradually to the west, being mountainous and 
hilly along its northern, eastern coast. As for Sabtang, 
mountains cover the central part thus making the island 
slope outward to the coast.

The islands are situated between the vast expanse of the 
waters of Bashi Channel and Balintang Channel, where 
the Pacifi c Ocean, merges with the China Sea. The area is 

a sealane between the Philippines and Japan, China,
Hong Kong and Taiwan. It is rich with marine resources, 
including the rarest sea corals in the world. 

The province is hilly and mountainous, undulating and 
varying in terms from rolling to steep and very steep.
Because of the terrain of the province, drainage is 
good and prolonged fl ooding is non-existent. The 
main island of Batan has the largest share of level and 
nearly level lands, followed by Itbayat and Sabtang, 
respectively. Itbayat has gently rolling hills and nearly 
level areas on semi-plateaus surrounded by continuous 
massive cliffs rising from 20–70 meters above sea level, 
with no shorelines. Sabtang on the other hand, has its 
small fl at areas spread sporadically on its coasts, while 
its interior is dominated by steep mountains and deep 
canyons. Batan Island and Sabtang have intermittent 
stretches of sandy beaches and rocky shoreline. 

The terrain of the province while picturesque at almost 
every turn, has limited the potential for expansion of 
agriculture in an already very small province.

The people of Batanes are called Ivatan and share 
prehistoric cultural and linguistic commonalities with 
the Babuyan on Babuyan Island and the Tao people
of Orchid Island.

The main languages spoken in Batanes are Ivatan, 
which is spoken on the islands of Batan and Sabtang, 
and Itbayaten, which is spoken primarily on the island 
of Itbayat. The Ivatan which is dominant in the province 
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Chavayan Village in Sabtang, a UNESCO World Heritage site

is considered to be one of the Austronesian languages. 
From college level down to elementary level, the
language is widely spoken.

The province is the home of the unique pine species
Podocarpus costalis. There’s no other place in the 
world where this species can grow well and abundant 
except Batanes. Although it is reportedly growing in 
some other places such as coasts of Luzon, Catanduanes 
and even Taiwan but full blossoming and fruiting are 
observed only in Batanes. Its fruiting capacity on the 
island remains a mystery but some consider several 
factors such as climate, soil and type of substratum of 
the island.

Several species of birds, bats, reptiles and amphibians 
also inhabit the island; many of those are endemic
in the Philippines. The island is also a sanctuary of
different migratory birds during winter in the Northern 
Hemisphere.

Batanes is an awesome combination of majestic scenery, 
imposing landscapes and quaint lifestyles. The cliffs are 
larger than life, the hills seem to go forever; the houses 
tend to be small and the Ivatans or natives of Batanes 
are a close-knit, friendly people.

Because of Batanes’ natural features, expect to be outside 
most of the time. Be prepared by bringing along a 
wide-brimmed hat, shades and sunblock. But don’t ex-
pect perfectly sunny weather, even in summer. Batanes 
is infamous for its moody weather. Bring at least one 
jacket and an umbrella regardless of the time of year.

Like any destination, no standard itinerary can fully 
capture the Batanes experience. There are limitless 
ways to get to know Batanes because it is a bottomless 
treasure trove.

Because there is no major form of public transporta-
tion the best way to get around Batanes is by car. Most 
places offer van rentals with a driver. The major islands 
of Batanes,  Batan, Sabtang and Itbayat, they may be 
small, but getting around them is diffi cult. Renting a 
car for your entire trip is hassle-free and saves time 
since many of the must-see sites are found in different 
towns. You won’t have to worry about traffi c because 
there is virtually none, except for those caused by herds 
of cows or families of goats.

Biking through the hills

You can devote one day and all of your energy to bik-
ing through a specifi c locale. The steep, rolling hills of 
Batanes mean this is no small feat. Only do this if your 
body can handle the exertion. But all the sweat will be 
made worthwhile by the view and the freedom.

You can stop any time to catch your breath or take 
breathtaking photos of the scenery or a beautiful sunset. 
Each hill gives you a unique view of the East Philippine 
Sea, whether pierced by a lighthouse or underlined by 
a row of stone houses.

The majestic beauty of all this may urge you to burst into 
song.  “The hills are alive with the sound of music”.

Lighthouses

Nowhere else in the Philippines will you fi nd so many 
lighthouses such as the Basco lighthouse built in the 
2000s it is regularly visited for its spectacular view of 
the sea and the restaurant beside it.

There are two lighthouses in Sabtang, the new one 
built right beside the sea and the fi rst one, built during 
Spanish colonial times, a tiny stone structure standing 
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far inland from the shore because 
when it had been built, no other 
structure rose above it.

Chavayan-crafted goods

Those lion mane-like wigs of dried 
cogon grass worn outdoors by
Ivatans are woven in Chavayan in 
the southern-most tip of Sabtang. 
Sadly, the craft of weaving this
traditional headgear is in danger, 
as the young Ivatans do not bother 
with the craft anymore, so is hard 
for the older weavers to pass on 
the skill of their craft. Hats and
sandals made of twisted cogon, 
fondly called Chavaianas, are also 
found in this far-away village.

Batanes majestic natural 
features

Dramatically awesome best describes 
Batanes’ natural features. Boulder 
Beach, piled from end to end with 
quail like egg boulders, is one of 
the most distinctly Batanes shores. 
The boulders come from an erup-
tion of Mt Iraya back in the 15th 
century. The majestic multi green 
cliffs that rise in the distance com-
plete the picture of a land that time forgot.

The Nakabuang Natural Arch that rises above a 
white sand beach is an ideal picnic spot for a relaxing 
luncheon,that is doubly visit-worthy because of the 
Batanes cuisine restaurant just a few steps away,
always make sure you clean up after your picinic to 
preserve this beautiful place.

Batanes Tales By Bruce Curran

Begotten Batanes Beforehand

The Batanes islands stand alone in the swirling waters 
of an isolated place. The people are honed over 
centuries from a close harmony with nature. Closely 
woven grasses make up head and back coverings, as 
well as working waistcoats to ward off the rain. As the 
typhoon season gets properly underway from June, the 
living lifestyle becomes more resilient to the constant 
battering’s of inclement weather, with expectations of 
howling winds and driving rain. The balmy days of April 
and May with a short extension into June must be the 
best weeks to visit for outsiders determined to drop over 
the edge away from the vaults of modern living.

Next week it is my turn to dip, just for a very short while, 
into the rugged beauty of this isolated place. Photos 

and the written word, and the spoken word have fi nally 
catapulted me into action, while the weather window 
beckons. In a week a fl ight from Manila at 6 am will 
whisk me across the Cordillera mountains, and over the 
sea to land at Basco, which stands nearer to Taiwan 
than it does to the northern coast of Luzon. A place
refi ned in the art of island living, where a close knit 
community has savoured the rawness of harsh living 
since time began here for man thousands of years before.
 
These are treacherous waters fed by strong currents, 
where humpback whales breed, and where Captain 
Ahab from Moby Dick passed through in search of the 
great white whale. The Yankee whalers of the nine-
teenth century refer to the waters east of the Batanes 
islands as good killing grounds for Sperm whales. These 
baleen sifting mammals are usually found in groups of 
about 20, and can grow up to 60 feet long, and must 
be a spectacular sight when they leap into the air and 
breach, or when they slap the water with their enormous 
tale fl ukes. Ridley, green and hawksbill turtles utilize 
these waters. The waters are brim full of nature’s bounties.  

On land Jareck’s fl ying lizard and the Batan narrow-
disked gecko and the Batan smooth-scaled gecko are 
endemic species. A rare species of fl ying fox lives here, 
and tree-climbing coconut crabs are indigenous, while 
the Grey-faced Buzzards migrate through these lands 
on their way to warmer climes. A striking yellow and IL
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white viper attracts some attention and is hunted here 
by enthusiasts for medicinal purposes. At night the
elegant endemic Scops-owls fl it around Batan, Calayan 
and Sabtang islands in the group. On the slopes of 
Mountain Iraya, the 1200 metre high volcano on the 
northern face of Batan island, the Whistling Green-
pigeon may be heard by those who know what they 
are listening for. 

The human visitor may hike or bike across these rugged
lands and soak up the rawness of a rugged land. The 
Ivatan people with their own lingo meanwhile go 
about their farming chores, while fi sherfolk use their 
local knowledge to choose the times to go to sea in 
their unique offshore boats known as falowa. These are 
unique boats in the Philippine islands, perfected over 
centuries of traveling over these formidable seas. They 
are single hulled vessels without the outriggers of the 
traditional bancas of most other islands in these lands. 
Outrigger boats would not handle such precarious,
boisterous and often dangerous waters. The Ivatans 
know that if they hear the sea eagles screech, they 
must suspect winds from the north, which are the most 
feared. If they dream of tale fences, it is a warning 
that their boats will not mount the building seas on 
that particular day. Inshore they use the smaller tataya 
boats, some with sailcloth, which need sheltered waters 
for proper boating. All in all it is nature and its weather 
that dictates the pace and pendulum of life in these 
islands. Typhoons are very much part and parcel of

existence here, with as many as eight a year crunching 
through these parts. On land the Ivatans build their 
homes with this in mind, with metre thick stone walls 
and a tightly packed low thatching technique that is 
aimed at surviving the onslaught of a typhoon’s coming, 
with its overwhelming power and relentless battering 
of powerful winds and lashing rains. These are indeed 
a hardy people, who cooperate closely to overcome the 
trials and tribulations of routine danger in a rugged
environment.

The people have ancient links with Chinese, Japanese 
and Malay beginnings. Indigenous fortifi cations called 
Ijang are found on Batan and Sabtang islands. One set 
of ruins is only replicated in Okinawa in Japan, and one 
north American professor claims to have traced part of the 
southern Japanese culture to roots in the Cordillera mountains 
in Luzon. One way and another these are ancient people 
living on the fringe of a rapidly changing world.

One way or another it is time for me to start watching 
the weather charts on the website ‘typhoon 2000’, and 
for me to begin hoping that out there a thousand
miles to the south east of the Batanes islands all
remains calm. However, this part of the Pacifi c Ocean 
at this time of the year is an unpredictable place, and
 nature habitually likes to stir up the typhoon broth which 
cast shadows of intent along the Philippine coastline. 
It is the Ivatan people of the Batanes who know best 
how to cope with this fury and onslaught. It is they 
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who have been honed over centuries to cope with these 
offerings of nature. Typhoons must ultimately rule the 
roost, but I sit here in Manila with its partly cloudy skies 
anxiously watching for signs, but not yet dreaming of tale 
fences, and unhearing of the screeching of the sea eagles. 
I hope beyond hope that the skies remain clear, and I may 
take to the skies for the two hour fl ight to the heart of an 
ancient land, where nature has always been king.

Refl ections on Batanes By Bruce Curran

On the hillside above the town, the light brown cow 
stood its ground silhouetted against a clear blue sky. 
The communal pasture grounds roll down dale and over 
copse, stunningly beautiful and green, in parts visible 
all the way to the base of the volcano that has supposedly 
sat dormant since before the birth of Christ. Mount 
Iraya dominates the backdrop to the landscape, but the 
eye is caught by the raw and gentle pastel coloured 
foreground of the feeding grounds for the island cattle. 
Newly appointed and freshly whitewashed with pleasant 
symmetry stands the red capped lighthouse, high on 
a hill top amid the pastures, facing towards the east, 
the mariner’s night eyes add their sense of wellbeing to 
a warming pastoral scene. Along the eastern shoreline 
of Batan island the continuous line of rolling breakers 
paint a distant line of effervescing whiteness. A crag of 
dark black rocks here and there break up the onrushing 
seawater, as it sizzles to the stony beach front before 
tumbling into backward motion within the drag of a 
spent force.

A long large white cloud encompasses the peak of the 
distant volcano, while its slopes betray a thick forest 
line of dark green trees. The jigsaw of vision pieces
together a stunning neatness displayed within the
simplicity of a contented community.

The streets within Basco town itself are more or
less empty. The impression is of the sighting of an
occasional person every now and then, with a small bike 
or two, and a rare four wheel vehicle. The whole place 
after all only houses less than 6000 people, and only 
a handful are out and about. There is no large shop to 
be seen anywhere, and a multitude of sari-sari stores 
built as extensions to homesteads, are open for trade 
manned by one household member who hovers on the 
brink of some simple activity. The town radio is on the 
air; even black north American rap music has penetrated 
to these isolated parts of the country. Heavy metal 
rap songs spawned from the trauma of urban living 
and gangland lifestyles seems amusingly incongruous 
blasting out into neat little roadways in an island town 
where crime is perhaps something you only hear about 
in school. 

The waterfront has some activity where a concrete pier 
acts as the umbilical cord for the small home-town 
fi shing fl eet. A few ‘falowa’ monohulls, unique in these 
parts, lie bobbing, while others sit on the dark sand
already dragged clear of the water’s edge. One boat 
has fi ve boatmen sorting nylon fi shing nets and
preparing the boat for the afternoon’s sortie. A few 
small children of walking age mull around, observing 
and helping where they can. They are all boys on their 
way to becoming fi sher folk in their own rite. On the 
ramp lie boats in various states of disrepair, stacked
casually in the sun as if abandoned till cooler weather 
will allow a fruitful work load. Two traditional Luzon 
mainland outrigger bancas lay in working order,
although they seemed out of place in these parts. 
They were colourfully painted in the usual tradition of 
smaller coastal bancas, and had evidently carved their 
own place in these waters. There was no evidence of 
any commercial fi shing fl eet, only a line of row boats, 
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although one or two had motors aboard. This was 
fi shing for the next meal, and no fi sh market seemed to 
exist at all. Occasionally along the coastal road, a line 
of drying fi sh, browning in the sun, hung fl at and open, 
salty and knurled. Life all seemed to be about planning 
for the day on hand, and perhaps the next day. 

The houses, on the other hand, are planned for the 
worst of weather, which regularly passes through these 
islands in the form of typhoons. Thick stonewalls with 
limestone mortar with compact windows stood braced 
for the next onslaught, with window fi ttings for 
boarding against the violent impact of super winds. 
These at least are the old style Ivatan houses. In this 
changing age, concrete houses, without the same 
character are springing up all around. It is an ugly
median at the best of times, and the charm and taste of 
the Ivatan houses is accentuated by the birth of many 
of these new monstrosities. A stone house takes a lot 
of stone-gathering and preparation, but the speed of 
concrete takes little time and seems to cast care and 
aesthetics to the wind. The creeping modernity is 
a show of wealth to some, and no doubt increases
interior convenience and facilities, but the exterior styling

An Ivatan native wearing vakul, the traditional headgear 
for weather protection
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often leaves a lot to be desired. A few have used
concrete and replicated the old house styles with new 
materials, and these fi t well into the images borrowed 
from the past. These changes are well in evidence in 
the coastal towns on Batan island itself, but the other 
inhabited islands, like Sabtang and Itbayat, have so far 
mostly avoided this onslaught, and therefore remain 
cultured, quaint and steeped in tradition. 

The communal pasturelands roll up and own to the far 
horizon along the central spur of Batan island. Brown 
cows everywhere to be seen chewing the cud and grazing
the days away. Thoughts of fresh milk and Batanes 
cheese played on my mind as we regained the town 
limits. These staple dairy products must be a blessing 
in such remote lands, often cut off from any transport 
communications due to bad weather. I found a little 
shop and asked for local fresh Batanes milk. The counter 
attendant looked at me askew and I realized she didn’t 
quite perhaps understand my brand of English.

“Fresh milk?” I smiled. Out came a carton of Luzon 
milk. “No thank you, Batanes milk please, from some
of these hundreds of cows all over your beautiful
island!” She shook her head and pouted her lips, “No 
milk here”. “Ok, where do I get it?” “No milk here”. It 
fi nally dawned on me, they don’t milk their cows at all.

I burst out in a disbelieving kind of a cackle. I could not 
quite get my head around this one laid out before me 
in a foreign land. My alien mind was totally befuddled. 
To me, a being from a dairy upbringing in European 
lands, this was beyond my understanding.

I stammered unwittingly, “But cows without milk is 
like having cars without wheels”. The silent stare told 
me their story, and I lowered my eyed realizing I have 

a habit of blurting out incongruous
analogies.  Needless to say, we ate a lot 
of beef during our stay, and I pondered 
much on this strange predicament,
wondering if a delegation from
Switzerland shouldn’t be dispatched to 
the Batanes islands. At least they could 
tell them a thing or two about cows.

One other occurrence initially befuddled 
me on these islands that are surrounded 
by open seas. I was enjoying my fi rst 
fresh fi sh, and commented on how
lucky these islanders were to have
access to such an abundance of seas, 
only to be told that I was eating a fresh 
water Bangus. It wasn’t till my sixth 
meal that I actually managed to secure 
a fi sh from the sea. I found this rather 
mysterious, until I recalled there is no 
fi sh market, and all families more or less 
fend and fi sh for themselves, and there 
is no such thing as a commercial fi shing 
fl eet. 

Then it all dawned on me, these are lands of plenty, 
where the weather may be harsh but the living is easy. 
This was the essence of the Batanes magic, where life 
is but a simple daily routine. Any change in the pat-
terns of life is provided by the weather gods, who often 
swipe the Ivatans with severe forces of nature. Over the 
years, over the centuries, and over the rolling hills of an 
astoundingly beautiful land, life is life, and that is that.

Places to stay

There are many places to stay in Batanes, some very 
good low cost home stay places and resorts, such as 
the Batanes Resort & Martin’s Inn and Dive Batanes 
Padi Dive resort.

How to ger there

Skyjet and Philippine Airlines have daily fl ights from 
Manila if you are in the northern part of Luzon in the 
Cagayan Valley, Sky Presada a small airline have fl ights 
from Tuguegarao to Basco.

Contact Information: 

Batanes Walkway Travel and Tours Incorporating the 
Department of Tourism: 0917-591-2393
Baso Police Station; 0999-678-7688 
Laoag Department of Tourism: 
Marie Gonzales and staff. (072) 888-2411
Mobile: 0927-747-4581
Laoag Police Station: (072)  772-0201 
Hospital: (072) 670-8220
Vigan Police Station: (077) 722-0890 
Hospital: (077) 722-5771
 

Batanes beach
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Paraw Regatta Odiongan Tablas

he third annual Odiongan Paraw regatta was 
held in the fi rst week of April to the delight of 

the many thousands of locals and visitors to the event. 
Will of Binucot Sunset Cove resort along with Rienhard 
Dietz showcased the Topcat catamarans to everyone’s 
delight, these speedy catamarans, the European version 
of the Hobie was very well received and created a lot 
of interest amongst local sail enthusiasts. The Binucot 
Sunset Cove resort now has these available for hire and 
fun and they will be racing in the fi rst Topcat regatta 
this coming June in Romblon.

The Festivities got under way with the governor’s welcome 
dinner party, with Governor Firmalo welcoming guests’ 
dignitaries and media with special appreciation to Active 
Boating and Watersports for covering the events. 

The Paraw regatta got underway with the fi shing events 
at 6 am in the morning, with all the fi shing enthusiasts 
displaying their skills as to why they are classed as the 
best fi shermen in Tablas. This was followed by the colorful 
festooned regatta at 8am with gaily clad fl oats dancers 
and musicians all delighting the throngs of crowds lining 
the streets. 

The Paraw Regatta sailing event was held with much 
enthusiasm for all to enjoy and fi erce competition was 
enjoyed immensely by the happy and excited spectators. 
Jeoffrey Paner showed his prowess by coming in fi rst 
and taking honors in the 2014 event. Pedro Paner Jr. 
was second and Sonny Cahilig came a a closely fought 
third.

What is 
unique in this 
event is that 
the skippers 
can decide 
to go either 
way around 
the islands 
in a fi gure 8 
course.

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited 

T
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Paraw Regatta Odiongan TablasParaw Regatta Odiongan Tablas

The topcat catamarans again showed their popularity in 
the afternoon winds and the promoter of these fantastic 
craft donated and awarded a P2000 peso prize for the 
best hand decorated sail. Three visitors including myself 
were asked to judge the sails which turned out to be 
a very demanding task because of the great artistry 
shown by the contestants. After much consideration 
and deliberation we fi nally awarded the winners prize 
to Pedro Paner Jr. for his beautifully presented Dolphin 
Sunset scene. 

There was plenty to do and see at the regatta, and the 
crowds were well catered for with ice cold drinks and
delicious food like Mouse’s Morsels Proprietor Peter McCullagh’s 
serving a variety of mouth-watering Sausages.

The regatta also attracted people like Glen Morrissey of 
Going Native Adventures. Glen, who hails from Australia 
was there promoting kayaking in the region, much to 
the delight of all the children there enjoying free kayak 
rides for the entire regatta weekend.

The entire weeks build up the parades, dancing, street 
bands and the Paraw Regatta itself made for a week 
to remember, and if 2014 was any indication of the 
vast improvements over the last three years, then I can 
hardly wait till the 2015 regatta. 

On speaking to the promoter of the Topcat, I was
informed that they will be featured in the fi rst Romblon 
Yacht Club 3 island challenge. This will be held on 



the 20, 21 22nd of June in Romblon. Day one boat
familiarization and sail around the fi rst island , day two 
go around 2 islands and day 3 the three islands, what is 
unique in this event is that the skippers can decide to 
go either way around the islands in a fi gure 8 course. 
Anyone interested in joining this event contact info@
romblonyachtclub.com. 

Places to Stay.

There are many places to stay on Tablas with one of 
the better is the Binucot Sunset Cove Resort with their 
unique styled rustic cabins. Next door to Sunset Cove 
is the Binucot Beach Resort. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS from PhP 950!
Power Boats • Sailing Yachts • House & Lot 

Businesses • Motor Vehicles
Call: 02 551 4587 • +63 947-112-7657
E-Mail: info@activeboatingwatersports.com 
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The broad 
reach is one 
of the most 
enjoyable 
points of 
sailing, with 
the boat 
moving at 
its maximum 
speed for
 the given 
conditions.

The aim of most cruising sailors is to travel safely and 
enjoyably from port to port. To the cruising family, a 
force 5 (19 knots) can be reckoned to be a yachtsman’s 
gale, since travelling starts to get uncomfortable 
at that point. Waves of about 2m or more begin to 
form, spray gets thrown aboard and the crew begins 
to grow cold and uncomfortable.

Any cruising skipper worth his salt tries to plan his 
journey not only to get from one port to another 
with maximum speed and effi ciency, but with some 
regard to the comfort of his crew. The downwind 
courses are by far the least tiring when the breeze 
starts to freshen up. At a gentle force 2 (5 Knots) 
the boat will sail upright on almost all courses, but 
at force 5 (19 knots) the boat will heel on windward 
and reaching courses, and sail-changing becomes 
diffi cult as the bows dip and rise on increasingly 
large waves. 

The skipper must take all these factors into account 
when planning a cruise and must bear in mind the 
likely limitations of his crew when sailing into stiffer 
weather.

Close Hauled
The majority of cruising skippers dislike this point of 
sailing with reason. By defi nition a cruising boat is a 
mobile home, and by design it is a load carrier with 
a moderate sail area. Even most racing cruisers
have additional weight in the form of proper
accommodation, water, fuel and stores. Close-hauled 
courses indicate that the boat is sailing close to the 
wind as shape, ballast, sail area, leeway and human 
skill will allow. This will vary from 35 degrees for a 
cruiser-racer to 40-50 degrees for a motor sailer. You 
often hear close-hauled sailing described as “beating” 
or “punching to windward”, revealing the true
characteristics of the course in wind conditions
stronger than force 4 (14 knots). Apart from the fact 
that great concentration is required on the part of 
the helmsman, boat speed is lost as the hull forces 
its way through the wave crests moving towards it. 
Many of the waves splash aboard even in moderate
winds, and will probably break over the bows
in stronger winds. The boat will heel at 20 to 25

 degrees or more, making crew movement diffi cult 
above and below decks. In all But the lightest of airs 
the sail controls should be set to fl atten the sails. The 
mainsheet traveler should be set in the center of the 
track, and the kicking strap should be fully tensioned 
in very light winds, the traveler should be taken to the 
windward end of the track and the mainsheet eased 
to center the boom. Obviously there are occasions 
when the skipper has no choice but to sail close-
hauled in unpleasant conditions, but in the main it is 
to be avoided. If you have to change sails, or take in 
a reef when sailing close-hauled, you should heave-
to, particularly with a force 4 (14 knots).

Close Reach
The close reach is halfway between close-hauled and 
a beam reach, and is an excellent point of sailing for 
even the slowest cruising boats or motor sailers. The 
reason for this is that the sails can be set to produce 
considerable drive without inducing much leeway. 
Also the majority of cruising boats tend to fi t neatly 
into the wave pattern generated in coastal waters 
by winds up to force 6 (25 knots) because they are 
travelling diagonally across them. Progress is not im-
paired by having to battle through head seas, as it is 
when sailing closer to the wind. Because the boat is 
moving towards the wind, the apparent wind speed 
increases and its direction is modifi ed. Sails have to 
be hardened in closer to the centerline of the boat, 
until they are set correctly, in all but the lightest of 
breezes, they must be fl attened off by increasing the 
tension of the sail controls. The boom will naturally 
lie at one corner of the athwartships track, enabling 
effective control over the leech shape to be exercised 
with mainsheet tension. Your headsails should be set 
with the sheet fairlead in the close-hauled position.

Beam Reach
On this course your boat sails at right angles to 
the wind, of course, blows directly over the side of 
the boat. The mainsail should be set at an angle of 
about 45 degrees to the centerline of the boat, well 
clear of the cockpit, and angled over the side of the 
boat. If the boat has a mainsheet traveler, move it to 
the leeward end of its travel. The fi ttings which you 
have for adjusting the sail shape-clew outhaul, tack 

You’ve always been interested to sail, but you know little about boat parts, the confusing technobabble, 
and what little you know is making your head spin in four different directions! Worry no more. This 

continuing series of articles is for you: it will cover tips regarding hardware present on most boats, as well as 
common sailing techniques, terms and defi nitions, the names of the different pieces of hardware, and much 
more. This will keep you informed about most things you will need before you begin your own sailing excursion. 
Be sure to consult with an experienced sailor and someone knowledgeable about boats.  

Article
 excerpts

 reprinted 
from 

the book 
CRUISER 

HANDLING
by BOB BOND 

& STEVE 
SLEIGHT

POINTS OF SAILING
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A boom preventer 
stops the boom 
swinging across the 
boat as it rolls

The boat can sail on 
any course relative to 
the wind, except at 
an angle closer than 
about 40 degrees to 
the true wind, on either 
tack. How close your 
boat can sail depends 
mostly on the type of 
rig and design, and 
partly on your own 
skill as a helmsman. 
Some boats are built 
for effi cient sailing to 
windward, others are 
built for maximum 
effi ciency offwind, the 
most comfortable point 
of sailing for a cruising 
boat. 

Sailing to windwarddownhaul or cunningham eye – should be eased 
off to make the sail slightly fuller and baggier. Your 
headsail should operate most effi ciently on a beam 
reach, with a nicely curved leech. Some headsails set 
better by moving the sheet forward to tighten the 
leech a little. Your aim is to get the sail to set as 
far away from the mainsail as possible, so that air 
fl ows quickly and smoothly over the aft end of the 
mainsail. The angle of the sail to the wind should be 
approximately the same all the way up the sail.

Broad Reach
The broad reach is one of the most enjoyable points 
of sailing, with the boat moving at its maximum 
speed for the given conditions. To judge for your-
self, try sailing close-hauled in a force 5 (19 knots) 
and then bear away on a broad reach. The contrast 
is so marked that it is diffi cult to believe you are out 
on the same day. The difference can also be seen if 
two boats meet, one beating to windward, the other 
broad reaching. The crew of the reaching boat will 
be relaxing in the cockpit whereas the close-hauled 
boat crew will be encased in waterproofs, sheltering 
under the cockpit hood to avoid the spray. To get the 
best out of broad-reaching courses, the boom needs 
to be held down by a tightly tensioned kicking strap, 
but the other sail shape controls should be eased to 
give the sail plenty of shape. The mainsheet traveler 
should be at the leeward end of the track, and the 
headsail sheet lead taken forward in boisterous seas, 
you might fi nd it better to rig a boom preventer of 
some description to stop the boom swinging across 
the boat as it rolls. You may also fi nd it better to tack 
downwind rather than sail directly to your objective.

Running
You may think this is the most direct and fastest 
course to your objective, but this is not always 

the case. The apparent wind is the least you will
encounter because the boat is moving away from the 
wind, and without special headsails, such as cruising 
chutes and spinnakers, the mainsail tends to mask the 
headsails. You will also fi nd the boat diffi cult to steer
because any fl uctuations in wind direction could
result in an accidental gybe. When sailing
directly downwind, you will need to have a boom 
preventer rigged, to prevent the boom swinging 
across the boat as it rolls, and the headsail or head 
sails should be boomed out on the opposite side or a 
special lightweight sail set in their place. 
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Zero82 Wakeboard Association Inc, together with 
the City Sports Development Division of the City 

Mayor’s offi ce, held the 77th Araw ng Davao “WAKE UP” 
Wakeboard and Wakeskate Competition on March 23, 
2014. This one day competition included wakeboarding 
and wakeskating as part of the sports activities during
the celebration of Araw ng Davao and was held at the
Decawake Davao Cable Park, located at Deca Homes, 
Mintal, Davao City.

Maiquel “Mikee” Jawn Selga and Towee Carabuena were 
hailed as Champions in the Open Wakeboard Divisions.
Selga topped her rivals Alex Andrada and Nicole Balinas in 
the Open Women Wakeboard Category. Selga impressed 
the judges with her composition in combining surface 
tricks with hitting various obstacles, with a heelside back 
360 on the kicker and an Olay 900 on the tabletop.

In the Open Men Wakeboard category, Towee Carabuena 
won the title by defeating his brother, Franco, who had to 
settle for second place in front of JJ Hernandez.

The wake-
boarding parks 
concept has 
opened up this 
watersport to 
everyone as it 
is now afford-
able for all to 
enjoy at a very 
low cost with 
all equipment 
supplied with 
your entrance 
fee.

Alet Mata won the Amateur Women fi nals against Guada 
Jayoma who came in second while Maria Rhea Lane 
Horfi lla was third.

Cyril Miguel dominated the Amateur Men division to earn 
the Champion spot. Second place went to Janzen Panizales 
and Chino ”Air” Pimentel followed in third place.

The Open Wakeskate championship award was given to 
Arnel “Goy-Goy” Arnado, with Cocoy Jugerts as the runner 
up and Rodel “Rotkow” Reponte in third.

All winners received prizes from Stokedinc, the leading 
boardsports supplier nationwide. Champions received 
lifevests and backpacks, while those in the next two spots 
went home with caps and sticker packs.
 
Thanks also go to 8990 Housing Development Corporation 
for their support, Golden Dragon Printers for the stickers, 
360 Restobar, and Decawake Davao Cable Park for providing 
the venue for the event. 

Deca Wakeboard Park      
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