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FROM THE DESK
In this edition we feature the beautiful Island of Cebu and its surrounding 
areas of Oslob, Moalboal, Bantayan and Malapascua. Cebu has so much 
to offer visitors to the Island that we could easily double the size of the 
content of our story and still not cover everything that is available for the 
visitor to do and see.

Unfortunately and with sadness, after writing the story on Cebu, Mother 
Nature let loose its’ fury and ravaged the countryside with destruction 
and devastation to some areas.
 
The beautiful, fully restored 400 year old church was sadly destroyed 
when a 7.2 earthquake rocked the island to its foundations. While in 
Bantayan Island major damage was sustained when Typhoon Yolanda 
struck with awesome fury, destroying everything in her path.

But with the resilience of these wonderful people of Bantayan Island, 
you can rest assured they will come back with a force twice as strong as 
Yolanda to make sure that the island is back to normal or even better than 
it was when we visited there, making your stay a truly memorable one.
Our sympathy and best wishes go out to these hard working residents 
who are at this present time striving to reclaim and redo what this 
wonderful place has to offer visitors to its shores.

On a more positive note Cebu and the surrounding islands will always 
have so much to offer the tourist trade and visitors to this magnificent 
mecca of the Philippines.

One thing if you can arrange to be there is try not to miss the annual 
Sinulog Festival held in January each year and is noted as one of the best 
festivals in the entire Philippines.

Cebu also has so much to offer divers from all corners of the island with 
magnificent diving on Mactan, with places like Kontiki, whose experience 
and knowledge of the best dive sites available make your diving holiday 
something extra ordinary. They are also located in Moalboal, one of the 
more prominent diving centers of the Cebuano Island. Another great 
place for diving is the island of Malapascua. 

But diving is just one aspect of the many attractions and sights that Cebu 
has to offer. Like the whale watching at Oslob, albeit to say there is 
opposition to the practice of the whale watching. Active Boating and 
Watersports cannot comment on any rights or wrongs except from ob-
servations the local laws being enforced are doing everything possible to 
protect these magnificent creatures. Its best for the individual to decide 
but is an attraction well worth being part of.

So no matter what you are looking for you will find it in Cebu or one of 
its’ many districts and islands. Do not let the ravages of mother nature 
deter you from visiting this mecca of the Philippines and enjoy the 
holiday of a lifetime.
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It’s not often 
where guys 
get 10’s two 
heats in a row, 
so how can 
you get any 
better surfing 
conditions 
than that?

s the dawn broke on the picturesque island of 
Siargao the residents and visitors from all 

over the world at Cloud 9 were excitedly preparing for the 
commencement of the 19th International Surfing cup. 
While at the same time preparations were also underway 
at General Luna for the International Beach Volley Ball 
held in conjunction with the surfing cup, hosting teams 
from Germany, Scandinavia, Cebu and Mindanao.

On the first day at 6:00 a.m., 32 of the 48 competitors 
were in hot pursuit of a heat win, which would propel 
them directly into a Round 3 berth where they would 
meet up with the ASC’s highest ranked surfers and the 
four finalists from last week’s Siargao Cup Nationals 
competition.

Siargao local Carlito Nogalo put on an impressive display 
of competitive surfing during his 20 minute heat, posting 
7.67 and 8.17 scores on his best two waves to earn 
the praise of ASC Head Judge Mark “Boonga” Clift, His 
final combined two wave heat score was 15.83 points 
out of a possible 20.

15 year old Marama Tokong put on amazing display for 
a young competitor with no formal training, dropping 
in behind the peak in triple overhead waves to score 
barrel rides of 7.50. His presence, lack of hesitation, 
and relaxed form in the barrel is nothing short of amazing. 

The Alipayo name is synonymous with inspired surfing 
here on the island of Siargao, and today they showed 
why, with Philmar Alipayo winning heat 6, and in Heat 
7 it was a battle between Paul John Alipayo and Pete  
Alipayo for the win, with Paul John besting Pete by just 
1.43 points. 
 
On Day Two semi-finalists were decided in absolute 
barrel fest and two perfect scores at Cloud Nine. Dede 
Suryana topped the list of exciting performances, when 
he got the first perfect score of the event on his first 
wave, 10 points out of a possible 10. Suryana took 
off behind the peak and back-doored a big set wave, 
disappearing so deep that nobody expected it when he 
came shooting out the end in a cloud of spray.  He went 
on to throw away wave scores of 8.15, 7.5, 8.5, and 
4.0 before ending the heat with another massive 9.15 

point barrel ride to end with combined heat score of 
19.15 points out of a possible 20, in a nearly perfect heat.

When asked how he got his perfect score and so many 
good waves during that heat Suryana replied, “This is 
an insane wave, such a great barrel, and I felt like it was 
a bit like this one wave up in West Java, but this one is 
more makeable.  I knew I just needed to pull in on the 
biggest waves and get barreled, as that’s what gets the 
most points.  There were so many good waves in that 
heat, it was amazing!”  Regarding his knack for wave 
selection, he explained, “I just looked at the shape of 
the waves and got the good ones, pulling in, pumping, 
taking the high line, and focused on making it through 
every one.  I hope tomorrow is just as good, as I want 
to get more barrels!”
  
The sole Filipino surfer making it through to the Semi-
finals is local Osot Alcala, who, contest director Gerry
Degan is willing to go on record as saying is the best 
barrel rider on the island, always getting the longest and 
deepest barrels in every surf session. Alcala certainly 
proved that today by posting the day’s only other 10 
point wave. When asked about his 10 point wave Alcala 
said, “I wasn’t thinking anything.  I just got lucky to get 
that wave. But right now I’m thinking I’m really happy!”

At the end of the day Gerry Degan was asked to compare 
today’s waves and action against past events at Cloud 
Nine and he replied, “I really rate today as good as any 
we’ve had here, the waves were solid 4-6 foot, guys 
getting 10’s….it’s not often where guys get 10’s two 
heats in a row, so how can you get any better surfing 
conditions than that? I’ve been here for almost every 
event and it’s as least as good as any of the best ones. 
I’m super, super happy.” 
 
In the men’s final, Indonesia’s Putra Hermawan defeated 
Siargao’s local barrel ace Rodolfo “Osot” Alcala, after
a 30 minute hard fought battle, to win the ASC-
sanctioned Men’s Open Division and bring home the 
$5,000 USD winner’s prize as well as 3,000 valuable 
ASC championship points.

Both surfers struggled to find open waves in the final, 
with a swell direction that pinched off the end sections 

A 
Words by 

BARRY 
DAWSON

Photographs
 as credited



Siargao iSlanD 
HOSTS THE 
19TH INTERNATIONAL 
SURFING CUP 

of the majority of the 4-5 foot set waves, but they kept 
pulling in deep and getting lots of travel time in the 
barrel to the delight of the crowd on the tower who 
were mostly cheering for their local favorite, Alcala.

After the final, Hermawan was asked what his secret 
was to besting Alcala, who has a reputation as being 
the area’s best barrel rider, to which he replied, “During 
the semifinal I got a couple really good waves by lining 
up with this house on the hill, and so during the final 
I tried to keep in that position so I’d have a chance at 
getting the best open waves. It was a bit slow in the 
final, so I knew I just had to get a couple of good ones.  
And lucky for me I did!”

In the most exciting women’s final on record of the
international surfing cup, Philippine surfer Nilbie
Blancada defeated her opponent Rina Kitazawa from 
japan to cement her place in the final and in the second 
heat her elder sister Nildie Rietenbach defeated her
Indonesian opponent Yasnyiar Bonne Gea, resulting in 
the final being contested by two Filipina sisters which, 
at the final siren, after an exciting and very closely 
fought battle of wits and skill saw younger sister Nilbie 
take out the honors by a mere half a point! 

On speaking to Nilbie after the event she stated she 
was very excited and happy to be competing in the
finals and even better to be competing against her
elder sister, even though the butterflies in her stomach 
were rampant at the time, it was the ultimate experience 
for her. Nilbie’s benefactor Steve Hess was over the 
moon with the performance of the two girls. 

Steve, a board shaper that hails from the USA, with vast 
experience and knowledge in the surfing world, and 
has the surfing company Secret Spot Surf Boards in 
the US, came to Surigao in 1997, and in 2007 opened 
Cloud 9 Boardriders to help assist and train young aspiring 
surfers who, otherwise, could never be part of this
wonderful sport. Later, he also established Surf Angels 
for the girls. Steve firmly believes that the Philippines
is truly becoming and international surfing nation and 
is willing to help anyone who wants to be a surfer by
giving them the training they need and a surf board. 
The organization Cloud 9 Boardriders and Surfing Angels 
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Clockwise from top: 
Rodofo Alcala slicing 

through the wave

Next: Spectators 
enjoying the 
competition 

Next: 15 years old 
Mai-Mai Alipayo 

Right: Standing room 
only

Dede Suryana having 
a photo op

Relax and play golf

The island has so much to offer every visitor it is
impossible to cover everything. Though one thing is certain  
whether you are a surfer, competitor or official of any 
of the activities on the island or just a holiday maker,
Alon Dassa has the answer for a great day of fun and
relaxation. The Villa Maya about ten minutes from 
Cloud Nine is not only a great place to stay but it also 
boasts a par 3 golf course where you can enjoy a game 
of golf then relax at the clubhouse with friends over 
a cold beer. They also have a restaurant there with a 
menu that will please even the most discerning palate. 
This is very unique on the island and a must place to 
visit or even stay, with well-appointed accommodation. 
The dress is very casual with no dress restrictions like 
other golf courses, so you can relax and be comfortable. 
Alon and his staff maintain the greens to a professional 
standard so you can be assured of a great day of golf 
and fun at the club house after your game.

raises funds to support the young surfers by selling “T” 
shirts and other items. The organization has also assisted 
by donating to the local elementary school. Some of 
Steve’s protégées are 15 year old Mai-Mai Alipayo, the 
sisters that paired off in the women’s final, Nildie and 
Nilbie, Manet Alcala her brother Piso, Mike Escoltura, 
Mark Tokong and twin brothers Peter & Paul Alipayo.

The Final culmination of the week’s events was the 
awards night held on the Boulevard at General Luna and 
hosted by Mayor of General Luna the Honorable Jamie 
P. Busillon. Where, the competitors, in all the sports 
events from all over the world, received the recognition, 
accolades and rewards for the fine performance of skill 
and competiveness that they displayed. The events of 
the 19th International surfing cup, beach volley ball and 
basketball,  then came to an end in a Street Disco Party 
when young and old, competitors and spectators all
celebrated together till the wee hours of the morning.

Open Beach Volley Ball

In conjunction with the Surfing Cup the Mayor of General 
Luna the Honorable Jamie P. Busillon had other events 
organized to promote even further the competitiveness 
of the Island, one of which is the open beach volley 
ball, held on the sands of the beaches at the Boulevard 
General Luna. This year teams from Germany, 
Scandinavia, Cagayan De Oro, Davao and Cebu
competed in a fierce battle of skill and determination, 
exciting the large crowds with some very impressive 
play. Jovelyn Atuel and Leonamar Nuguid playing for 
Cagayan De Oro showed exceptional skill on the court 
which helped their team move into third place overall.  
After some excellent displays of skill and determination 
from all competing teams, the competition ended with 
the Cebu team taking out the final honors to become 
overall winners of the event.

Ti
m

 H
ai

n

Ti
m

 H
ai

n

B
ar

ry
 D

aw
so

n
B

ar
ry

 D
aw

so
n

B
ar

ry
 D

aw
so

n

B
ar

ry
 D

aw
so

n

Villa Maya par 3 golf course



7BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

A
SC

 M
ed

ia
/H

ai
n

Steve Hess all smiles with his two champions Nildie in black and 
Nilbie in red

Rodofo Alcala, 
runner-up, poses with
Men’s Open Division 
champion Putra
Hermawan of 
Indonesia

Nildie Rietenbach in action



8 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

End of an era

One of the most popular meeting places at Cloud Nine 
“Bones Sports Pub”, the best watering-hole in Siargao, 
sadly, is now gone. Closed down on the 7th of
October this year the closing of Bones was described 
by locals and visitors alike as a “Death in the Family”. 
Established four and a half years ago this icon of Cloud 
Nine is, unfortunately now gone. Rosemae, long time 
barmaid and the friendly smiling face that greeted all 
visitors to the pub for over three years said it is the
saddest day of her life to see the closing of Bones Bar.

Speaking to one of the visitors to the island, Travis from 
Australia and a frequent visitor to the island told me 
that the closing of bones will be felt for many months 
to come. The owner of bones said it was time for him 

to move on and in his words it was the end of a chapter 
in life and the beginning of a new chapter. This may 
be so but the empty void the closing of Bones Bar will 
leave will be felt for a long, long time.

The fishing year in General Luna 

During the first couple of months of the year the weather 
determines the fishing activity. From about mid-
December until early March, the Amihan season, a 20 
knot wind blows out of the North East creating a 2-3 
meter swell that makes fishing difficult, if not impossible. 
You may manage to get out, usually not more than 4 or 5 
times a month, if you do, the fishing is quite good.

By mid-March the wind and swell begins to ease down 
and fishing starts to get serious; Wahoo, Dorado,
Barracuda, small Yellowfin Tuna dominate the catches, 
with a few Sailfish showing. In April the wind and swell 
has usually dropped away and boating becomes quite 
comfortable,  the Sailfish show up, sometimes in huge 
shoals, following the bait fish, even hook up on the 
occasional Blue Marlin but is often very temporary on 
the light Sailfish gear. By mid-May the best of the Sail-
fish season is over as the temperatures rises, the seas 
soften the fishing, effort turns to night fishing on the 
fish attractors (piyos) which are anchored 15 to 25 
miles offshore, the target species being Yellowfin Tuna 
& Broadbill Swordfish, although as dawn breaks  Blue 
Marlin often show up. Fishing around these fish attractors 
during the day can also be very good for Dorado, Wahoo 
and Tuna. August and September are probably the best 
months for Marlin and Tuna.

During the summer the inshore fishing becomes more 
varied and you can start to target the reef and bottom 
fish with jigs, poppers, live and dead baits. During the 
early months, May-July, Snapper, Grouper, Barracuda & 
Threadfins are the main species, by August, Trevally and  
Jobfish show up. Dogtooth Tuna, a great sport fish, as 
much for their fighting qualities as their culinary, patrol 
their patch of reef and sometimes grab the bait when 
you least expect it, they can reach over 100kgs but
locally the biggest is about 35kgs. Inshore night fishing 
can also produce a variety of reef and bottom dwellers, 
most noteworthy for their size are Oil fish, which often 
weigh over 50kgs but are not an edible fish on account 
of their purgative effect in most people. 

With the end of the summer the South West monsoon 
(Habagat) kicks in and as it starts to cool down the 
daytime fishing, mainly trolling, improves. September 
sees a return of the Sailfish, a few kilos bigger now, on 
their return to warmer grounds. Shoals of big Yellowfin 
& smaller Skipjack Tuna are also heading South. Chasing 
down hungry Skipjack. Moving into October & November 
the weather is often quite good, the winds light and 
variable, allowing you to get out to the fads (piyos) for 
Tuna, Wahoo and Dorado, even the occasional Marlin.
Inshore, shoals of small fish are moving from the mangrove 
nurseries to the deeper water along the reef where the 

The former Bones 
Sports Pub

Frequent Philippine 
visitor Travis from 

Australia

B
ar

ry
 D

aw
so

n
B

ar
ry

 D
aw

so
n



9BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

bigger fish are waiting for them, herding them into bays 
and shallows where they are constantly attacked and 
eaten, this is a good time to use poppers or live bait, 
Trevally being the main target species.

Blue Sky Sportsfishing in Siargao is the best way to have 
a successful fishing trip to Siargao the fully equipped 
boats with safety a priority will give you the experience 
of a lifetime. Contact Steve Brown on 09299784945 or 
email ‘Steve@Blueskysportfishing.com’. Follow them 
on Facebook @ Bluesky Sportsfishing.

Places to Eat

The newest sports bar and only deli in General Luna, Mr. 
Curry, has opened on the site of the former Driftwood. 
Indian style curries are the house specialty but the deli 
offers a great selection of subs & toasted sandwiches. 
Villa Maya offers a great menu after a relaxing game of 
golf, the boardwalk and Ocean 101 at cloud nine and 
Siargao Inn also offer a menu to please.

Where to Stay

There are a number of resorts from General Luna to 
Cloud Nine to stay, like the Siargao Inn, this beautiful
resort is set amongst a tropical garden and the rustic 
style cabins offer the guests all they could wish for, 
the staff are friendly and the food is delicious. In Cloud 
Nine there is Sagana Resort run by Gerry and Sue Degan, 
Gerry is also the contest director of the International 
Surfing Cup, with “A” class accommodation and a guests 
menu to please everyone. Another top choice place to
stay is Ocean 101 with host Mike offering excellent
accommodation and the restaurant serves delicious 
food that will please even the most discerning palate. 
Just up from Ocean 101 is Villa May with the par 3 
golf course. Closer to General Luna you have the newly
established Isla Cabana tropical island resort and
Patrick’s on the Beach. But no matter where you choose 
to stay they will all go out of their way to make sure 
your stay on the island is a memorable one.

Siargao Island is the one place in the Philippines that 
offers the visitor so much to choose from, so if you are 
into surfing, beach volley ball or want to relax, play golf, 
go fishing or do any of the activities this wonderful place 
has to offer, then book your next holiday on Siargao 
Island. 

Left, Trina and Helen from Germany
Center and right: Jovelyn Atuel and Leonamar Nuguid from 

Cagayan De Oro showcase their on-court skills 
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Siargao Paraiso Resort
CLOUD 9 • SIARGAO • PHILIPPINES

No. 88 Santa Fe Boulevard, General Luna, Surigao Del Norte, Philippines 80361
 +63 999.420.8254  •  www.siargaoparaiso.com  •  info@siargaoparaiso.com 
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The wind 
initially, was 
very light 
but picked 
up by five to 
six knots as 
the race got 
earnest, but 
unfortunately, 
the winds 
dwindled later 
in the day.

Royal Cargo – Puerto   Galera Yacht Club

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON 
Photographs
 as credited

 he Club

The rustic town of Puerto Galera is on the 
north eastern tip of Oriental Mindoro, approximately 
one hour by ferry from the port of Batangas, and readily 
accessible by power boats and yachts. From its early 
beginnings in 1991, the Puerto Galera Yacht Club has 
developed into one of the premier and most delight-
fully located yacht clubs in the Philippines. The club 
nestles comfortably on the shore of Muelle Bay, a safe, 
natural haven protected by Medio and Boquete islands 
from the wrath of tropical weather patterns. In November 
2004 Puerto Galera was accepted as a member of ‘The 
Club of The Most Beautiful Bays In The World’ and
remains the only ‘most beautiful bays member’ from 
the Philippines.

While sailing in, and organizing, regattas will always be 
what the club is all about, Puerto Galera Yacht Club has 
taken steps to become a participant and partner in the 
growth and welfare of the local community.

In 2005 the Club launched a Sail Training Programme to 
foster the development of sailing as a sport within the 
secure waters around Puerto Galera. Associated with 
the Sail Training Programme, is the Sailing Scholarship 
Fund which has financed and equipped the training
of over 100 local children who might never have
experienced the pleasures and excitement of sailing 
without the club’s assistance. These youngsters have 
rewarded the club with First and Second place finishes 
in the 2006 President’s Cup Regatta and other national 
dinghy events.

Royal Cargo-P.G.Y.C. All Souls Regatta

The Puerto Galera Yacht Club organises three Regattas 
each year and all types of boats are welcome, (keel-
boats, multi-hulls, Hobie 16s, and dinghies). A significant 
feature of P.G.Y.C. racing is that, whilst there’s an IRC 
Racing class for guys with money to burn, the main focus 
is on having fun on and off the water. Accordingly, the 
most prestigious trophy is awarded based upon the 
unique P.G.Y.C. performance handicap system.   

One of the most popular regattas on the club’s
annual calendar is the international All Souls Regatta, 
sponsored this year by Royal Cargo. Now in its 10th 
year, the regatta was looking to break all records for
the number of yachts and sailors gathered for any one
sailing event in the Philippines. The club anticipated 
over 30 yachts would compete in Puerto Galera during 
the 2013 All Souls Regatta, held early in November.

Although the record was not broken, an impressive fleet 
of 29 yachts, faced with excellent weather conditions, 
took part over the three days of racing, beginning on 
November 3rd. This year there were four divisions: the 
Racing Division comprising ten boats; the Cruiser Racers 
had five competitors; the Cruising Division consisted
of eleven boats vying for first place honors and in
the Multi-hull Division there were five competitors, one 
trimaran and four cats.

On Day One a sixteen nautical mile course was plotted for 
the Multi-hulls and Cruisers — a simple triangle from 
Puerto Galera to Malajibamanoc island then across to 

T All Souls
Regatta 
2013
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Royal Cargo – Puerto   Galera Yacht Club

All Souls
Regatta 
2013

Fandango on the go
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Culebra island and back to Puerto Galera. For the Racer 
and Cruising Racer divisions, a similar course was set but 
with an additional loop around Malajibamanoc island, 
which added an extra five nautical miles.

The All Souls Regatta starts are staggered so that all the 
races are pursuit races. The starting time of each boat 
is based on a handicap set by the Puerto Galera Yacht 
Club, based on the results of previous races. For each
of the three days the starting line was set to the west
of Bamboo Beach Resort, allowing for a short run up
to Coco Beach Resort before heading into the racing
area between Maricaban and Verde islands. The wind
predictions for the first day was 5-6 knots, although this 
proved to be incorrect. The wind initially, was very light 
but picked up by five to six knots as the race got earnest, 
but unfortunately the winds dwindled later in the day.

The following boats and their skippers were among 
this year’s participants. Sorcerer- skippered by Austen 
Chamberlain, Princess Arieta - Dale Godkin,  SiriYa -
Kareem Magill, Karis - Colin McLean, Double Trouble - 
Robin Wyatt, BatBat - Dave Balman, FreeWheeler - 
David Wheeler, Windjammer - Chris Boddington, Kerida -
Garry Kingshott, Makania Loa - Andrew McIntyre,
Irresistible - Harry Taylor, Guinivere II - Mark Amdal,  
Cardea - Jim Todd, X - David Addleman, Mojo Dreaming -
Clayton Craigie, Aragorn - Gundolf Ahrens, Tayana 
Lady - Mike Tucker, Fandango - Ken Stevenson, Aniko - 
Russ Hughes, Sandoway - Matt McLellan, Rags - Chris 
Pooley, Slalom Glade - Goran Rudelius, Forever Young - 
Frank Radstake, Selma Star - Jun Avecilla, China Rose - 
Michael Raueber, CocoBolo - Ton Van Hierden, Magic
Lady - Nakamura, Dany II - John Ridsdel, Saltania -
Anthony Zurawicz and “M” with Santi Picornell at the helm.
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Sorcerer behind Irrisistible

Aniko

Mojo Dreaming 
with red sail

Selma Star
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Sorcerer heads 
into the frey
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Multihull Kerida
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After the morning skippers meeting it was off to
an enthusiastic if slightly frenetic beginning for all
competitors at the 11:00 a.m. race start.

In the Racer class, Austen Chamberlain and his crew 
aboard Sorcerer showed the rest of the fleet a clean 
pair of heels coming in first on the opening day of
racing after some excellent sailing maneuvers and
tacking. Jun Avecilla and crew brought home Selma 
Star in second place with Chris Pooley and crew taking 
third place.

In the Cruiser/Racer Class it was Harry Taylor and his 
crew on Irresistible taking first place honors.  In second 
place was Magic Lady while Goran Rudelius comfortably 
secured third.

The Cruising Division saw Jim Tood and crew bring 
home Cardea for an impressive win, with David Wheelers’ 
hard working crew claiming second place aboard Free-
wheeler. Taking third place in the winners circle was 
Karis with Colin Mclean and crew.

After the day’s racing, an enjoyable evening with lots 
of fun and frivolity was had by all at the yacht club 
with the prize giving followed by a BBQ and Halloween 
party.

Day Two racing was as equally exciting with a good 
breeze that saw Jun Avecilla and his crew aboard Selma 
Star take first place honors in the Racer Class, while 
Austen Chamberlain and his crew on Sorcerer came in 
second. Third place was secured by Chris Pooley and 
crew on Rags.

In the Racer Cruiser class it was Harry Taylor and crew 
bringing in Irresistible, second place went to John Ridsdel 
on Dany II and David Addleman and crew brought 
home “X” for a comfortable third place. 

Cruising Division first place honors went to Freewheeler 
skippered by David Wheeler, and a smart tactical move 
saw Jim Todd and crew secure Cardea a second place, 
with Colin McLean bringing Karis into third.

Double Trouble with Robin Wyatt at the helm came
in with convincing first in the Multi-hull Class,
second place honors going to the team aboard Nacra
skippered David Balman and Kareem Magills’ SiriYa 
placing third.  

At the end of the regatta the final and overall winners 
were: First place and the top honors were taken out 
by Freewheeler skippered by David Wheeler. In Second 
place was Jun Avencillas’ Selma Star, while Harry Taylor 
and crew steered Irresistible into Third place. The overall 
class winners were: in the Racer Class, First Selma Star, 
Second Sorcerer and Third place went to Rags. In
the Cruiser Racer Class, Irresistible first, Slalom Glade
second and Dany II third.  Freewheler was overall winner 
in the Cruising Division, Second place went to Cardea 
and in Third spot was Karis. For the Multihulls Double 
Trouble came in tops ahead of Siriya second and Wind-
jammer third.  

Useful Information

Sailing yachts and luxury motor yachts from Asia
and the world are welcomed regularly at the Club
to exchange news, experiences, to enjoy Filipino
hospitality and chat about all things nautical. Tie–up 
at the typhoon–safe moorings and pull up a stool at 
the bar for the best introduction to the Philippines, the 
sailing center of Equatorial Asia.

The Puerto Galera Yacht Club maintains 28 Visitor 
Moorings very close to the southern end of Muelle 
Bay, near the town. If the visitor moorings are full on 
arrival, safe anchorage can be found within Boquete 
Bay or Dalaruan Bay, but please take great care when 
anchoring not to disturb the protected corals and the 
indigenous giant clams that flourish locally. 

Whether stopping for a few days or just passing 
through, Puerto Galera also offers an excellent variety 
of provisions, plus potable water and clean fuel. The 
P.G.Y.C. can also arrange for local craftsmen to assist
in yacht repairs, although obtaining spare parts for
engines and generators will usually require a ferry 
journey to the port of Batangas, about 15 miles north 
across the Verde Island Passage. 

Puerto Galera offers a full range of water sports activities 
such as snorkeling, kayaking, jet skis, and sports fishing. 
But for years the waters around Puerto Galera were a 
haven for SCUBA divers: in the early days many of the 
resorts existed solely for the diving community. These 
days there’s much more to do on land and in the water, 
not the least of which are the newer, more upmarket 
resorts which dot the area between the little town of 
Puerto Galera and Sabang Beach, which is also home to 
a vigorous and varied night life.
 
More information on the  Puerto Galera Yacht Club is 
available at: www.pgyc.org/ 
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O
Bigger is 
definitely 
better for 
seasoned 
boaters 
who love 
to explore 
luxuriously 
into the vast 
archipelago.

ONE
Choosing the

wning a boat is life-changing, that is why choosing 
the right one is the biggest decision to make. 

There is no secret formula when trying to select the right 
boat for you or your family but here is a guide on what to 
consider when buying a boat.

Choose The Right Boat

Purchasing a boat is a lot like buying a car. You’re making an 
investment for you and your family; make sure that you are 
comfortable with all aspects of your new boat. As with a car, 
there are pros and cons to both new and pre-owned boats.

When buying boats, we recommend shopping new first. 
The reasons are likely obvious: You know every piece of the
history of your boat and its motor; if something goes wrong, 
you have a warranty to rely upon; you do not have to focus 
on all of the restoration or repair projects - allowing you to 
get out on the water right away; and finally, you often can 
order the boat custom to your needs and tastes.

Here are the three main factors to consider when buying a boat:

1. Activities –  To narrow down your search, simply ask 
yourself how the boat will be used. One of the terrific things 
about boating is that there are boats designed for different 
activities, and there truly is something for everyone.

2. Passengers – Considering the passenger capacity of the 
boat will give you an idea on the boat length that would be 
better for you. Boats usually range from 19 feet to 80 feet.

3. Price Range – How much are you willing to spend? All new 
boats  have options, knowing how much is within your price 
range will help you decide which ones are really needed.

With so many choices, figuring out which boat is best for 
you is not an easy task. With every builder saying that their 
boats are the highest quality, have the best features, and 
are the best value, what is a consumer to do?

Find Your Perfect Fit

• Styling — Of course, the first thing many of us will be 
drawn to is the way a boat looks, whether that’s at a boat 
show, a dealer’s showroom, or out on the water. Look for 
styling that fits YOUR particular style, whether that’s flashy 
or slightly more conservative.

• Seating — You might not think so, but there’s a pretty big 
difference in the way each one of the boat manufacturers 
configure their seating. The first hands-on test should be 
see if the boat has enough seating. If all goes as planned, 
you’ll be spending a lot of time in this spot, so if anything 
feels awkward to you now, that feeling will be magnified as 
time goes on.

• Interior Ergonomics — Most models today come with 
adjustable positions (for safety as well as comfort).  Make 

sure you can easily see your gauges and switches.  The boat 
should feel natural and comfortable on the inside.

• Versatility — Depending on how you will primarily use 
your boat, there are some things to consider. If you’ll be 
using the boat to tow wakeboarders, make sure you have 
plenty of horsepower, a good aft-facing spotter seat with 
grab handles, and an oversized mirror for the driver. If 
you’re looking for transportation out to your cottage or to 
get to your favorite camping island, your top selling points 
will be fuel capacity and storage. Typical boaters may swoon 
at convenient amenities like cupholders, easy-to-climb
boarding ladders, and swim platforms.

• Innovations — More and more these days, some of the key 
differences among manufacturers are the innovative solutions
they are coming up with to solve some of the issues common 
to all boats. The biggest one of course is braking. Various 
braking solutions are now. Steering is another big feature 
that continues to be refined. Perhaps also consider a speed-
limiting system that will keep inexperienced drivers from 
going too fast too soon. An easy-to-operate reverse control 
is also something you’ll find yourself using more than you 
think...especially when docking. 

While everything is designed, few things are designed well. 
Here are some  of our recommendations:

When Sea Ray recently launched their outboard boats, it 
was good news. The 240 Sundeck Outboard redefines where 
you can go and how much you can carry in a sporty-yet-
spacious, easy-to-maneuver deck boat. A good boat to own 
if you are new to the boating lifestyle. Superior fit and finish 
and ample seating options mean that every passenger - up to 
13 - is wrapped in luxurious comfort. First-rate performance 
goes hand-in-hand with premium Mercury Verado outboard 
technology, as smooth and quiet as it is powerful. 

Bigger is definitely better for seasoned boaters who love to 
explore luxuriously into the vast archipelago. Targa 62GT is 
no doubt a powerful sports cruiser with striking good looks. 

The real attraction lies in its large, open cockpit that
features a J-shaped seating and dining area sitting ahead 
of a luxuriously large sunpad perfect for island to island 
cruising .More akin to a boutique hotel room, they are both 
spacious and inviting. Each guest cabin also converts to a 
double and wherever you find yourself on the boat, when 
the going gets hot, you can all enjoy the refreshing benefits 
of chilled water air conditioning. It can comfortably
accommodate families with 7 members or more. And if a 
refreshing dip in the water is called for, you can enjoy all the 
benefits of a large bathing platform that features a hydraulic 
hi-lo system - a first for the Targa range.

Whether you opt for a day boat or a yacht, always remember 
that there should be no compromising when it comes to 
boating. 
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Tommy Bahama Around The Island Race 2013 -
W

As news of 
dismastings 
and other 
misfortunes 
filtered in 
throughout 
the afternoon, 
the finish team 
stayed on
station to 
record the re-
mainder of the 
170 finishers.

hat a day – with the replenishment of the 
northeast monsoon filling in overnight, 

many competitors took one look at the conditions and 
decided that discretion was the better part of valour. 
This included the majority of the beach cat classes, 
where even the most battle hardened sailors took one 
look at the conditions whipped up by the 15-18kt 
easterly in the harbour and decided that the 25kts plus 
and 2 to 3 metre seas at Cape D’Aguilar were not for 
them or their boats.
 
With 258 entries, this was the biggest prospective fleet 
recorded for the modern-day 26nm circumnavigation, 
which Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club has been privileged 
to run since 2003. Logistics include a team of around 
50 volunteers to man on-shore and on-the-water safety 
and two start lines in front of RHKYC Kellett Island, 
which feature 19 starts between them. The first starts 
on November 10 were at 0830hrs for the slowest boats, 
while the last start on the outer line was reserved for 

Aberdeen Extreme 40, brought into town by sponsor 
Aberdeen Asset Management.
 
While most starts feature the most competitive boats 
trying to gain an advantage by being as close to the line 
as possible, the Extreme 40 brought to mind a Formula 
1 start, with the boat in neutral several boat lengths off 
the line until the gun sounded at 1000hrs. As this was 
an official attempt to break the existing Cariad Trophy 
record of 2h 41m 57s set by Dennis Wong on Hobie 21 
Force 8 in December 1990, the official timing team took 
the actual time that she crossed the line (10:00:18) for 
record purposes and then weighted anchor to go and 
have a look at conditions through the final 20% of the 
course around Green Island and through Western. 
 
With even Cyberport Gate getting a good 20-25kt blow 
and with Frank Pong’s Jelik passing through Stanley 
Gate at 1040hrs, Race Officer Inge Strompf-Jepsen 
decided it was time for the finish team to skedaddle 
back to the finish box at Kellett Island so that it was 
not caught out by the faster boats at the head of the 
fleet.
 
Just over an hour after starting, Aberdeen Extreme 40 
passed through Stanley Gate to enjoy the relatively flat 
stretch along the south and south west of Hong Kong 
Island before passing Cyberport Gate 20 minutes later 
to get onto the home stretch.
 
According to team member Ting Chan, the Aberdeen 
Extreme Team was pushing the boat to the limit, and 
was forced to drop the main twice, once beyond Lei 
Yue Mun and once at Stanley as it was too windy to 
bear away – in fact possibly the windiest conditions the 
helm had faced on an Extreme 40. The spinnaker got 
a less than five-minute airing along the south side but 
the catamaran came into Victoria Harbour with FreeFire 

Words by 
LINDSAY LYONS

Photographs
 courtesy of

RHKYC/
GUY NOWELL
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Tommy Bahama Around The Island Race 2013 -
Cariad Record Falls
just in its sights and overhauled the TP52 to finish second 
on the water after Jelik (which had a 30 minute head 
start) in a ratified elapsed time of 2h13m11s, placing 
their name on the HKSF Cariad Trophy, as well as
recording the fastest elapsed time for the 2013 Tommy 
Bahama Race.
 
As news of dismastings and other misfortunes filtered 
in throughout the afternoon, the finish team stayed on 
station to record the remainder of the 170 finishers, 
with the last boat edging over the line just five minutes 
before the 1700hr cut-off.
 
Provisional Results show the winner on ATI corrected 
time to be Cosmas Grelon on a 29er dinghy, with Wan, 
Chi Wai in second on a 470 dinghy. Runner up on the 
past three occasions, Howard Williams placed third with 
Flying Fifteen Tchaikoffsky ahead of Jamie McWilliam 
on Etchells Wanchai Belle and Lady Godiva winner
Suzanne Downes on 3 x 11. The overall prizegiving 
took place on November 11 at RHKYC Kellett Island 
at 1830hrs. 
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2013 
TAAL LAKE 

REGATTA



he weekend of November 23 and 24 was the start 
of the 2013 Balai Isabel round the volcano Hobie 

Challenge. As in previous years the buildup and excitement 
for this event was very evident. 

Hosted, each year by the Lake Taal Yacht Club, described 
by Lonely Planet, as the “sailing Mecca of the Philippines”,
they think of themselves as a “club by sailors for sailors” 
and take pride in how they are different from all the 
other Yacht clubs and country clubs in the Philippines.

The club allows non-members. The membership criteria 
centers around the sport rather than money. Or as they 
say “you can’t buy your way into this club, you have to 
earn the right to join”. They also allow you to camp and 
picnic with your own food, boat charters and will teach 
non-members to sail. 

TLYC actively supports, promotes, and instigates inter-
national and local environmental action programs. Of 
particular concern is the preservation of the ecological 
balance of Taal Lake. 

One of the activities the club is involved in is sailing,
revolving around their own HOBIE 16 racing schedule, 
as well as schedules of PHINSAF’s travelers series.

Hobie Racing is one of the mainstay events of the club 
with Hobie 16s as the main racing class, and there are 
over 5 dozen boats that are either privately owned, or 
owned by the club, and are available for rent. 

You can Learn to sail and the Club usually teach groups 
of 1-4, but larger classes can be arranged. The Topper 
class is their prime “learn to sail” boat. They also teach 
on Hobie 16s, Hobie Getaways, and other boats
depending on the requirements of the students. 

TLYC is a good windsurfing destination and the wind-
surfing fleet holds regattas a couple of times a year.  
There are also other types of boats for rowing and
kayaking. Our Hobie 21 can take groups of up to 7 
adults. TLYC also rents out kayaks which are very easy 
to use. They are virtually unsinkable, and unbreakable, 
and require no previous experience or training to use.

The club is 
family oriented 
and want the 
whole family to 
use TLYC. They 
have swings for 
the kids, and 
lounge chairs 
for those who 
want to just 
kick back and 
read. 

Words by 
BARRY 
DAWSON
Photographs
as credited
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promoting the event with a TV crew. Peter Capotosto 
made coverage of the event simpler and easier for
the media and photographers covering the event by
anchoring a boat for the photographers and also making 
the photo boat one of the course markers which
enabled the media to get excellent coverage of the 
racers as they were traversing the marker. This was an 
ingenious idea that other event organizers and clubs 
should look at.

A newcomer to this event was an inflatable cat aptly 
named the “Smart Cat”. This ingenious cat captured
everyone’s interest as it showed its prowess and
maneuverability on the course. 

The major sponsor for the event, the Balai Isabel Resort 
hosted a delicious luncheon for the racers and officials 
after the first morning’s racing, which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all.

The Presentation Trophy Dinner on the Saturday evening, 
also hosted by Balai Isabel was as usual superb, with 
delicious food  and beverages, amidst the trophy
presentations of the day’s events with Peter
Capotosto as Master of Ceremonies.

Trekking Taal is how many people discover TLYC. They 
have the best rates and the safest boats on the lake. 

The club is family oriented and want the whole family 
to use TLYC. They have swings for the kids, and lounge 
chairs for those who want to just kick back and read. 
With bathrooms and clean CRs, they not only have hot 
water, but also have cold beer. They allow picnics and 
camping, so that everyone will have a memorable role 
in the experience.     

There is always plenty to do at the club like volcano 
trips and treks, and they sometimes have summer 
camps for kids.

Peter Capotosto started the events of the regatta with 
the morning briefing of the days’ racing and course to 
be taken. The class events were Open Class, Masters, 
Toppers, Hobie 16 B class home mades.

As the Hobies, home builds and others headed out to 
the start line the breeze picked up nicely promising
a day of good racing and action. One of the all-time
favorites at this event Cherry Pin Pin unfortunately did 
not race this year but was still there supporting and 
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Peter & Carla trying for a place of honor

Rex and Art showing their skills

The smart cat
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Morning briefing 

Back into the race 
after a quick dip 

Vying for position

Sunday’s racing unfortunately, was a non-event due
to lack of wind, which was disappointing to all the
competitors, who waited patiently at the start line for 
the breeze to pick up, but to everyone’s disappointment 
this did not eventuate. So they returned back to the 
club to enjoy a delicious Barbecue luncheon hosted by 
Broadwater Marine. 

Broadwater Marine is the largest yacht chandler in the 
Philippines and the company is an avid sponsor of major 
events such as the Lake Taal Regatta and has for many 
years provided the Sunday Barbecue Luncheon at this 
event which all the competitors look forward to with 
mouth watering anticipation, and again this year was no 
exception with everyone coming back for seconds and 
praising Broadwater Marine for the long time standing
support of this event, and for always providing the 
most delicious luncheon of the entire weekend.

The “B”  fleet results were close. 2nd place was tied at 
11 points. Scores were exactly the same. so the tie was 
resolved using the score of the last race.
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Hard at it

Below: Winners’ 
circle is all smiles

Masters class is designed for skippers aged 45 and 
above, and  actually almost all are 45 and above!

The results of the B Fleet were : 

Brent / Jayson  1st 
Charlie / Elmer  2nd  
Luigi / Jose  3rd  
Rico / Arnel  4th
  
PGY OPEN Govenors cup

SmartKat / Aidan Hilker  1st
Getaway (1st) Ian Veneracion Draco/Deirdre   2nd
Bravo (1st) Martin Marty 3rd
Getaway (2nd) Ting Garcia/Roger Camigla 4th
Topper (1st) Joaida Pablo 5th
Home Built Roy Espiritu/Joaquin Casal 6th
Topper (2nd) Jem Pablo 7th
Topper (3rd) Rich Pellicer 8th
2 Bravo (2nd) Jose Magsaysay 9th 
 

RTV Open 

Rex /Art  1st  Vice / Boy  8th 
Maria / Louis  2nd Eric / Dondi  9th 
Monchu / Bianca  3rd Brent/ Jayson  10th 
Peter / Carla  4th  Dennis/ Paolo  11th 
Alex / Jason  5th Charlie / Elmer  12th 
Ed / Edwin  6th Luigi / Jose  13th 
Rapheal / Pierre  7th Rico / Arnel  14th 
  Mike / Lindo  15th

H16 Masters  

Maria / Luis  1st  Ed/Edwin  5th
Monchu / Bianca  2nd  Eric / Dondi  6th
Peter / Carla  3rd  Vice / Boy  7th
Alex / Jason  4th  Dennis / Paulo  8th
   Mike / Lindo  9th

After all the presentations were done and the delicious 
Barbeque luncheon was devoured everyone started to 
make their way home after another great regatta. Looking 
forward to a bigger and better 2014. For a great week-
end of classic racing come to the Balai Isabel Regatta 
next year watch this magazine for dates.  
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Catching a DORADO 

  

Words by 
JAMES 

WEBSTER
Photographs 

as credited

he Dorado (Spanish for golden) is often touted 
as the best tasting fish on this planet. Also 

commonly called Mahi Mahi (meaning very strong in 
Hawaiian) or Dolphin Fish, not be confused with the 
Dolphin which is a completely different species, it is 
a surface dwelling fish caught off-shore in tropical 
and sub tropical waters. 

In countries such as Australia, the angler usually 
needs to travel for hours to the continental shelve to 
experience the excitement of hooking one of these 
great sporting fish and delighting in it’s fare. However,

TTrolling at a 
speed of 
around 5-7 
knots is a tried 
and true 
formula for an 
exciting sporting 
fish battle and 
a scrumptious 
feed of Dorado.

in the Philippines, good catches of Dorado have 
been made of  beaches and rocks. While they are 
usually found in depths of 85 meters, being a pelagic 
fish they will frequent any of the warmer waters of 
the world.

Their pension for spectacular leaps from the water 
and fighting hard when hooked, beautiful coloring 
and  delectable flavor makes them one of the most 
popular targets for anglers throughout the world. 
They live to 5-6 years of age and because they are 
a fast growing creature, are always hungry and will 
invariably take a bait, no matter what the conditions. 
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Catching a DORADO 

The Dorado often grow to 30 Kilos, while catches of 
5-6 kilos are frequent in the Philippines.

With 7,107 islands and 17,640 km of coastline, the 
Philippines is an innate fishing ground with a diverse 
mixture of fish species including an abundance
of Dorado. Some of the best catches have been 
made in fishing grounds along the coasts of Ilocos,
Mindanao, Batangas, Zambales and Visayan Islands, 
however a chat with the local fisherman in the area 
that you wish to pursue a feed of Dorado will generally 
put you on the right track. Fisherman are the same 

worldwide and are always willing to assist a fellow 
angler with their local knowledge.

Dorado will populate areas beneath floating debris 
such as logs and floating weed patches. Schools of 
Dorado have also been noted tailing large watercraft. 
That’s where you should be looking. As Dorado
feed on small creatures living amongst the weeds,
circling local sea birds may identify a promising area 
of endeavor. If you locate a reef or drop of around 
40 meters with a covering of floating weed or debris 
you are almost assured of experiencing the adrenalin 
rush of a Dorado sting.
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Every angler has his own preferred fishing method    
that they enjoy. Whether it be drifting live bait or 
bait-casting you will experience success, although 
the most profitable method in the Philippines seems 
to be trolling. Trolling at a speed of around 5-7 knots 
over areas as described earlier in this article is a tried 
and true formula for an exciting sporting fish battle 
and a scrumptious feed of Dorado.

Dorado’s diet mainly consists of fish and so the
conventional baits such as sardines or what I have 
always found successful, blood fish fillets of the
like of Slimy Mackerel will do the job. Larger fish
usually take a larger bait however, although the
Dorado have a comparatively small mouth they will 
take almost any size bait when they become excited.

When a heavy weight boxer gets in the ring with a 
light weight, the result is almost certain. The heavier 
man will almost always win. That is not sport. Regrettably 
many anglers target Dorado on tackle better suited 
to larger game fish such as Sailfish and Yellowfin. 
This makes for an uneven playing field and again 
there can be only one winner. The thrill of the fight is 
lost. By using a conventional, lighter saltwater setup 
when fishing for Dorado, you will be poised for the 
struggle of your life and the thrill of pitting your wits 
against a worthy opponent. You will have a much 
more colorful tale to relate over a cold beer later in 
the evening.

Catching this attractive blue, yellow and green 
aquatic vertebrate with it’s fast, brassy and gymnastic 
personality is what game fishing is all about, in fact, 
any form of fishing. The thrill of the fight, and the 
satisfaction of the catch. That is why fishing has the 
largest participation of any sport in the world. 

Ben Fogle caught this 6 kil0 Dorado trolling at Laiya, Batangas on a lure

Reggie caught this 5.6 kilo Dorado off Batangas
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Pundaquit 
Surf Carnival 

Words & 
photographs
 by ROLDAN
FERNANDEZ

The event 
aimed to raise 
funds for local 
grommets
so they can 
take part 
in surfing 
competitions 
in other 
spots in the 
Philippines.
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Pundaquit 
                        Surf Carnival 

Last September 2012, local surfing group 
“Tagadagat” headed by Roldan Fernandez 

and Reynald Liwarin decided it’s high time for 
Pundaquit surfers to have a surfing event in their 
place. 

Coincidentally, a fellow surfer, who had an accident 
that time, needed support for his medical needs. 
Fernandez and Liwarin then decided to create a 
fund raising event entitled “Karayan” which is 
the Ilokano word for Rivermouth. This is also the 
name of the exact spot in Pundaquit, San Antonio, 
Zambales where waves optimal for surfing often breaks. 

The event also aimed to raise funds for local grommets
so they can take part in surfing competitions 

in other spots in the Philippines and promote 
Pundaquit as one of the top surfing destinations. 

The event turned out to be a huge success which is 
why the group decided to make this a yearly event. 
Last September 27-29, 2013, the “Second Karayan 
Surfing Competition” was held. It was sponsored 
by Vans Philippines, Mojo sandals, Fluid Surf,
Philippine Board Riding Company, Mad Kahuna, 
Jaromanoy Skimboards, Vitor Fine Bone, Municipality 
of San Antonio, Zambales, Zambales Board Riding 
Association, Dog Offshore, Pundaquit San Antonio 
Surfing Association, Pinoy Dreadman, Unilever 
Philippines, Megan’s Beach Resort, Nora’s Beach 
Resort, with media partners Solar News Channel 
and My Life On board.



32 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

The event had four categories. Longboard Open, 
Shortboard locals, Grommets locals, and Wahine 
Open. Below are the names of the winners:

Longboard Open:
Champion: Kulot Liwarin
First runner up: Balong Fernandez
Second runner up: Ricky Mayormente (La Union)
Third runner up: Julius Fernandez

Shortboard locals:
Champion: Sylvester Bactad
First runner up: Ronell Farinas
Second runner up: John Louie Farinas
Third runner up: Juvecris Lavesoria

Grommets locals:
Champion: Tomas Oronos
First runner up: Robinson
Second runner up: Bata Pagar
Third runner up: John joe Agasa.

Wahine open:
Champion: Roxanne Perges
First runner up: Winnie Fuller (La Union)
Second runner up: Marielle Perges
Third runner up: Gesselyn Lavesoria

The event was once again a success and the group 
wants to thank everyone who supported. See you 
all next year! 

Above: Taking in 
all the action

Right: More than 
one way to see the 

action and keep out 
of the sun

Above and right:
 Dogs Offshore Bar 

The popular 
wateringhole 
for locals and 
visitors alike
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Around the 
Cape of Good Hope
 in an African Storm  

1979

Words and 
photographs 

by BRUCE 
CURRAN

Rambler at anchor in 
Sepetiba bay, southern Brazil.

Our first tuna hooked on a trailing line – crossing 
the South Atlantic. Bok, his daughter Nora and 
Bruce in the pose.
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Bruce at the bow at the tip of the bowsprit, as we cruise into Salvador in Brazil.

Rambler ready to 
rumble anchored 
in Sydney Harbour 
before departure to 
Africa and South 
America.

ive of us motored ‘Rambler’ through the Nysna
Heads. The SW gale season had passed, and 

here was the window in which to sail along the South 
Coast of the Cape Province in South Africa, and 
around into Cape Town. A South African Formula 3 
racing driver had joined us for the trip. We left in 
company of a concrete built Endurance 37’. They 
were much faster than us, and by nightfall we were 
on our own.

Eventually the fair weather turned into a full bodied 
South Easterly ‘BUSTER’. The winds began to sizzle 
in the rigging, and the seas built steadily. Before 
long a full gale had swamped us, and we were being 
blown out towards South America, or so it seemed. 
It meant that we would not make it around to Cape 
Town on our current heading.

Then I began to read the seas, and could filter out the 
sets-of-3 waves which were far larger than the rest. 
In this way I could sail the 30 feet seas at an angle 
directly towards the Cape Point. When the large sets-
of-3 began to rumble close behind, I would twist the 
wheel to port, and sail directly down these waves on 
a dead run. They were too steep to cross at an angle 
but not steep enough to cause danger of a pitch-pole 
in the trough. The noise was deafening all around, 
but there was exhilaration at being able to lay out a 
path ahead. This new direction and path meant Cape 
Town was again a possibility under current conditions.

F
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Clockwise from top: Looking down Rambler’s solid Oregon 
pine mast. Painted canvas deck on top of teak planking.

Next: Storm surge with us trailing lines in the water to help us slow 
down on the run. Martin at the wheel of Rambler– our 37’ timber ketch.

Last: New Year’s Day, Knysna, The Cape Province, South Africa.

The cross path track was fast and the boat dug into 
the waves as it gathered pace on the down slopes. 
The sets-of-3 were a different matter, since any cross 
track path could tumble the boat into a broach –
where a boat will roll like a snowball. A daunting 
thought which enabled lightning quick reactions to 
be instantly honed for survival. Once on a dead run 
down the first of the three waves, the 37’ timber 
sailboat would accelerate rapidly and surge like a
gigantic surf board. It was true that we had only 
reefed to the 2nd reefing point, and should have
reduced sail to the maximum at the 3rd reefing point, 
but there comes a time when the sea and wind will 
not allow you to park the vessel and reef as you want 
it. There comes a point where you have no choice 
other than to go with what you have. We were sailing 
fast, in fact surfing fast, but it was stable and
controllable for the time being at least.

I had been on watch behind the wheel for two hours 
and it was time for Martin to take the wheel, when I 
could go below and take some rest. I explained the 
handling, and left him to it. Down below it was quiet 
and cozy. Suddenly the boat curved to starboard and 
started to run beam on to a wave, the boat broached 
to the extent of flicking over to the point where the 
boom end dipped in the fizzling sea. Martin shouted 

my name, and I opened the hatchway and joined him 
again in the aft cockpit. It had happened a second
time, and he put me back on the wheel. I had, after
all, tuned in as the storm was building, and had 
grown up with its power. It was up to me to complete 
the path.

One minute Martin had been resting in the cool 
cabin, and the next minute he was steering in 30 
to 35 foot high seas. It is not quite like Formula 3 
racing, where you are entirely in control of nature, 
and built up your speed or reduced it as necessary. 
The race track is an environment where the driver is 
in ultimate control with accelerator and brake, and 
gears, and a relatively flat pathway. Here at sea the 
opposite is true, since nature is in control and you 
have to conform and gear into what nature throws at 
you. The helmsman steers through the path of nature, 
and the sailboat is trimmed to cope with
nature’s mood.

Our Formula 3 racing driver was totally out of his 
element and not a happy man. There was absolutely 
nothing he could do to change the situation. He 
was frozen in the pits and out of his depths in this 
new environment. He could only dream of the track 
ashore, and contemplate his next race.
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The boat surfed ever onwards and Cape Point drew 
closer. On the chart off the Cape Coast we had 
noted that it stated something like “with a falling 
barometer and South Westerly winds, for 20 miles 
to seaward of the 100 fathom mark you are likely 
to encounter 20 metre waves”. The Aghulas Current 
runs down the East and South Cape Coast, and when 
stirred up by the directly opposing SW winds can 
form formidable seas and freak waves. Well, we were 
lucky, since we had SE gale force winds and only 10 
metre-seas. Everything is relative, but to us these 
were of course impressive conditions and not ones 
to choose for a day out on the sea. But when you 
are travelling long distance (and we were en route 
for Rio de Janiero in Brazil), you have to take what 
nature throws at you. As it turned out, most of our 
crossing of the South Atlantic was light winds, and 
I calculated that we could have jogged to Rio faster 
at a 24-hour rolling average at three knots. For the 

time being, we sailed in the full force of the ocean 
till rounding the southern tip of Africa at Cape Point. 
At this junction, as we tucked behind the land on 
the west side, the wind died as though it had been 
switched off, and we motored our way to the Cape 
Yacht Club in flat seas.

On docking, it was the formula 3 racing driver who 
appeared the most ecstatic, he jumped ashore and 
Gandhi-like kissed the earth. It was a kind of re-birth 
for him, and perhaps he became a far better racing 
driver after his experience. He was after all back in 
control of his environment.

He could relax, peel off salty clothes, shower and eat 
in a non-moving position. Eventually rest became an 
all-consuming activity, as the energy of the chase at 
sea took its toll and overwhelmed all of us. 
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One site that’s 
restricted to 
more advanced 
divers is the 
Blue Hole, 
which has 
a maximum 
diving depth 
of around 25 
meters and is 
ideal for the 
experienced 
diver.

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited 

The province of Cebu forms part of the Visayas
region of the central Philippines and comprises 

the main island of Cebu plus 167 smaller islands which 
surround it, including Mactan, Malapascua and the 
Camotes. Cebu is a long, thin island stretching 225km 
from north to south wedged between Negros to the west 
and Leyte and Bohol on its eastern side. Rolling hills and 
rugged mountain ranges cover much of the hinterland 
of Cebu and the island is fringed by narrow coastal plains 
where most of the commercial activity takes place. 

The capital is Cebu City, the Philippines’ oldest and 
second largest city, which forms part of the Cebu
Metropolitan Area, together with the four neighboring 
cities of Danao, Lapu Lapu, Mandaue, Talisay and
eight other local government units.

Cebu is one of the country’s most developed provinces, 
with Cebu City as the main center of commerce, trade, 
education and industry in the Visayas.  In 2007, Cebu 
was named the seventh best island destination in the 
Indian Ocean-Asia Region, with popular tourist havens 
such as Mactan Island and Moalboal especially prominent. 

In a decade it has transformed itself into a global hub 
for furniture making, tourism, business processing
services, and heavy industry.

Cebu City is also a significant cultural center. The imprint 
of Spanish and Roman Catholic culture is evident, with 
Magellan’s Cross the city’s most famous landmark. The 
Cross, now housed in a chapel beside the Basilica, was 
erected by Ferdinand Magellan on the site where the 
ruler of Cebu, Raja Humabon, his wife Hara Amihan, 
(Juana), and followers were baptized and the first 
Catholic mass delivered. In 1835 Magellan’s Cross was 
encased in hollow tindalo wood, on the order of the 
Augustinian Bishop Santos Gómez Marañon, to prevent 
devotees from taking it home chip by chip. The same 
bishop restored the present template or kiosk, located 
in Magallanes Street between City Hall and the Colegio 
del Santo Niño. Magellan’s Cross is a symbol of
Christianity in the Philippines and revered by Filipinos.

A few steps away from Magellan’s Cross is the Basilica 
Minore del Santo Niño. This Augustinian church was
elevated to the rank of Basilica in 1965 during the 
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400th anniversary commemoration of Christianity in 
the Philippines, held in Cebu. The church, which was 
the first to be established in the colony, is built of hewn 
stone and features the country’s oldest relic, the figure 
of the Santo Niño de Cebú.

Mactan-Cebu International Airport, (MCIA), is the 
second busiest in the Philippines in terms of passenger 
numbers and the volume of freight carried. Located on 
Mactan Island it serves as the main gateway for domestic 
and international flights servicing Cebu and other cities 
throughout the country. In the last 15 years international 
passenger traffic through Cebu has grown at an annual 
average of 21%. Spurred by years of growth, plans are 
well advanced to build a new terminal and facilities at 
an estimated cost of $240 million, to be funded under 
the Philippine government public-private partnership 
program. When completed, the new terminal will handle 
international flights while the old terminal will host
domestic flights. 

In addition, MCIAA General Manager, Nigel Paul
Villarete, also proposes to establish a Bus Rapid Transit 

(BRT) line to transport airport passengers to and from 
MCIA and Cebu City. The new line will be integrated 
into the proposed Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) System
being planned for Metro Cebu. 

The Cebu International Port is the main domestic
shipping hub in the Visayas region.

Notable business districts are the Cebu Business Park 
and the Cebu IT Park. These parks host information 
technology, such as software development; tele-
communications; engineering research and development 
centers; business process outsourcing and other related 
industries. In 2013, Ayala Corporation’s affiliate, Ayala 
Land Inc., announced it was keen to develop another 
business park within the Cebu City area to optimize the 
high performance of real estate investments in Cebu.
 
On Mactan Island, Megaworld Corporation’s Mactan Ocean-
town is a 25-hectare business park near the luxurious 
Shangri-La Mactan Resort and Spa. The project will house 
high-tech offices, a retail center, residential towers and 
villages, and leisure facilities with a beach frontage. 

CEBU
DESTINATION
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Cebu City’s colorful 
public mode of trans-
port with the view of 
the city as seen from 

Mountain View in the 
background

Sign greets visitors 
on the way up to 

Mountain View

 
Mactan Island is linked to mainland Cebu via Mandaue-
Mactan Bridge and Marcelo Fernan Bridge.

Cebu City

Cebu City, also known as the ‘Queen City of the South’, 
is one of the country’s most popular destinations, with 
tourism being a major contributor to the city’s coffers. 
Many visitors find the best way to explore the city is 
by bus, jeepney or metered taxi. The colorful multicabs 
ply all areas of Cebu. You can travel to all areas of the 
city and outlying barangays fares start at P8 depending 
on the distance travelled. There is also the motorized 
pedicars these are usually a fixed charge, but you can 
negotiate a fare with the driver.

There are many monuments, churches, museums and 
cathedrals in Cebu that reflect the rich historical legacy
of the city. The Spanish initially administered the
fledgling colony from Cebu, resulting in many interesting
buildings and monuments dating from the time of 
Spanish colonial rule. The elegant, ‘H’-shaped, three 
storey Capitol Building, on  Osmena Boulevard, with it’s 
curved façade was inaugurated in 1938, and is the hub 
of provincial government. 

Fort San Pedro National Museum, Legaspi Extension, 
attracts many visitors daily. This very popular museum 
has several well displayed and presented ancient
artifacts of distinct interest. 

Rizal Museum and Library on Osmena Boulevard show-
cases many antiques, donated by Cebu’s wealthiest 
families, which preserve the heritage of early settlers, 
along with numerous artworks by popular local painters
and artists from Cebu and surrounding areas.

Mountain View

Mountain View is about 30 minutes from the city center, 
Set high atop a mountain overlooking the entire area 
of Cebu, this spectacular view of the entire city is well 
worth the trip. There is also a swimming pool and over-
night cottages, restaurants and snack bars. For some 
memorable photos of your trip to Cebu, make sure 
Mountain View is on your agenda. Admission to the 
park is very low cost at only P50 per person. 
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Jumalon butterfly sanctuary

Jumalon Butterfly Sanctuary

This charming sanctuary was the brainchild and passion 
of Julian Jumalon, an enthusiastic lepidopterist and 
accomplished artist. The Jumalon Butterfly Sanctuary 
is one of the most fascinating tourist destinations in 
Cebu. 

Established in 1974, there are now around 50 species 
of butterfly flying freely within the reserve, many of 
them quite rare, which Jumalon initially attracted by 
growing their favorite food plants so he could watch, 
study and paint them in their natural habitat. Jumalon 
Butterfly Sanctuary is also a museum housing the 
founder’s extensive butterfly collection and history he 
compiled during his lifetime, plus an art gallery show-
casing Jumalon’s paintings and mosaics.

Jumalon Butterfly Sanctuary is located at 20-D
Macopa Street, Basak, Pardo, Cebu City.

Casa Gorordo Museum Cebu

The Casa Gorordo Museum, located in Lopez Jaena 
Street, is one of the best preserved Spanish colonial 
houses in Cebu. Once home to the first Filipino Bishop 
of Cebu, it was acquired by the Spanish merchant Juan 

Isidro De Gorordo in 1863 and four generations of his 
family lived there.

Built of timber and stone it typifies Spanish architecture 
in the Philippines and is situated in the Parian district, 
once home to Cebu’s most prominent families.

Within the museum are religious relics, antique furniture, 
paintings and household items that reflect the
lifestyle of the period, including ceramics and pottery. 
The courtyard is quite pretty and the museum well 
maintained and carefully refurbished to maintain the 
integrity of the original house.

Built by Alejandro Reynes Y. Rosales in the middle
of the 19th Century, the building was acquired by the 
Ramon Aboitiz Foundation, Inc., in 1980. After restoration, 
the home was turned into a museum and opened to the 
people. Casa Gorordo was declared an historical land-
mark of the nation in 1991, by the National Historical 
Institute Board. 

Fort San Pedro

Fort San Pedro is the oldest, and smallest, triangular 
bastion fort in Cebu, was named after the galleon ‘San 
Pedro’ on  which Miguel Lopez De Legaspi, navigator 
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Oromismo Hotel, located in the heart of downtown Sta. Cruz, is one of many buildings 
that have improved the town's skyline

• Conveniently located in the heart of downtown behind Sta. Cruz Municipal Building, 
   and in front of Fire Department you will find the following tenants: D’Marge restaurant,    
   Murillo clinic, Medical offices, Yanoo gifts/boutique shop and Hair groom Barbershop. 

• First class, 4-storey, concrete hotel building built in 2008 dedicated to the people of 
   Sta. Cruz 

• • Dependable and ample supply of Hot and Cold running water on premises

• Dependable, fully-owned, power generator is on the premises in case of local power       
   failure

• All accessories such as bed spreads, bed sheets, pillow/covers, and bathroom fixtures 
   are imported from the U.S.A.

• Large, air-conditioned rooms

• Hotel floors completely tiled

• • Stores and Offices are available for rent

• Clean Exterior and Interior

Sta. Cruz, Marinduque, Philippines, 4902
Tel.: 042 321 1283     Mobile: 0919 459 5000

Casa Gorordo Museum
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and governor who founded Cebu in 1565, sailed the 
Pacific. Two sides of the fort face the sea and were 
equipped with cannon to ward off unwelcome visitors. 
Entrance to the fort is on the third side which is the 
base of the triangle and looks inland towards the city.

Fort San Pedro was briefly the focus of Spanish rule in 
the country until the government moved to Manila
in 1571. The fort was also a stronghold for Filipino
revolutionaries in the closing stages of the 19th Century. 

The fort is handily located in the Plaza Independencia, 
near the Port of Cebu, and contains artifacts from Spanish 
times including documents, paintings and sculpture.

History of Fort San Pedro

The conquistador, Miguel Lopez De Legaspi, was
responsible for the construction of the fort and there is 
evidence that the ground breaking took place as early 
as 1565. Originally this sturdy little fort was built of 
mud and timber, but was rebuilt in stone during the 
1730s, with walls 6 meters tall and 2.4 meters thick. 
The towers rise to a height of 7 meters. The land area 
of the fort is about 2025 square meters. 
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Fort San Pedro was neglected for many years and at one 
stage faced demolition. Wiser heads prevailed and the 
fort has largely been restored to something like its original 
state. It’s now administered by the City of Cebu and 
serves as an historical park. There’s a statue of Miguel 
Lopez De Legaspi outside the gates to the fort. 

Taoist Temple Cebu

The Cebu Taoist Temple is an imposing multi tiered, 
variegated oasis of calm built in 1972, at an elevation 
of 300m above sea level, by the city’s substantial
Chinese community. Located in the decidedly up-
market Beverly Hills region of Cebu, the temple is 
reached by three separate, circuitous pathways, with 
the entrance way through a pseudo Great Wall of
China. The teachings of the 600 B.C.E. Chinese
philosopher Lao-Tse are preserved in the temple. 

Twice a week Taoists can climb the 81 steps of the Temple 
with each step representing one of the 81 scriptures. Worship 
is followed by the lighting of joss sticks and having one’s 
fortune told by a monk. Open to non-worshippers, the 
temple contains a chapel, library and a wishing well. 

The views from the temple over Cebu and nearby
islands of Mactan and Bohol are quite stunning.

Fort San Pedro 
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Sinulog Festival

Sinulog’s Annual Fluvial Procession

Sinulog Festival is the largest fiesta in the Philippines. 
Held in Cebu City on the third Sunday in January, it 
celebrates the festival of the Santo Niño, the patron 
saint of Cebu. The sinulog is a dance ritual of pre-
Hispanic indigenous origin, in which the dancer moves 
two steps forward and one step back to the rhythmic 
beat of drums. This movement resembles the current 
(sulog) of the river, from which the festival derives its 
name.
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Cebu Taoist Temple



46 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

CE
BU

honored the Santo Niño de Cebú in their indigenous 
sinulog ritual. The ritual was preserved but is now limited
to honoring the Santo Niño. Once the Santo Niño 
church was built in the 16th Century, the Christian Malay 
people started performing the sinulog ritual in front
of the church, with devotees offering candles and
indigenous dancers shouting “Viva Pit Señor!”.

The people of Cebu, along with the rest of the country, 
await the third Sunday in January as Cebu comes alive 
with dancing and party revelers, wearing unique and 
vibrant costumes, dancing in honor of Sto. Niño. In the 
1980s and 2000s, the city authorities of Cebu added 
the religious feast of Santo Niño de Cebú, held during 
the Sinulog Festival, to its cultural calendar. In 2012, 
Cebu introduced Life Dance, the biggest outdoor dance 
party in the country outside Metro Manila.

The Sinulog Festival celebration lasts for nine days,
culminating with the Sinulog Grand Parade. The day
before the parade, the Fluvial Procession is held at 
dawn with a statue of the Santo Niño brightly festooned 
with hundreds of flowers, carried on a pump boat from 
Mandaue  City to Cebu City. The procession ends at the 
Basilica where a re-enactment of the Christianizing of 
Cebu is performed. In the afternoon, a more solemn 
procession takes place along the major streets of
the city, extending for hours due to the large crowd
participating in the event.

When the Spaniards arrived in Cebu, the Italian chronicler
Antonio Pigafetta, sailing under convoy with the Magellan 
expedition, offered a baptismal gift to Hara Amihan, 
wife of Rajah Humabon. She was later named Juana, 
the figure of the Santo Niño. The native Cebuanos also 

Sto. Niño fluvial procession
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Mactan

Mactan is a densely populated 65 km² island of some 
430,000 people, a few kilometers from Cebu City. It is 
separated from Cebu by the Mactan Channel which is 
spanned by the Marcelo Fernan Bridge and the Mactan-
Mandaue Bridge. 

The island was a Muslim settlement prior to the arrival 
of the Spanish in the 16th Century. Portuguese explorer 
Ferdinand Magellan arrived in 1521 and, shortly after, 
became involved in warfare among the tribal groups, 
only to be killed in battle by the warriors of Datu Lapu-
Lapu, one of the island’s chieftains.
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By 1730, Augustinian friars established the town
of Opon, renamed Lapu-Lapu City in June 1961 by
President Carlos P. Garcia.

Apart from the bustling Mactan-Cebu International 
Airport, the island is known for its factories, which are 
among the most successful industrial ventures in the 
Philippines. Many of them are located in the Mactan 
Export Processing Zone, an industrial tax-free
zone opened in 1979 that includes over 35 business
ventures, about 50 percent of which are Japanese 
owned.

Also important to the island’s commerce is its high-class 
tourism industry and the production of furniture, as well 
as guitars, ukuleles and other musical instruments.

Being one of the major tourist islands of the province, 
Mactan boasts of a diverse collection of tourist spots 
and attractions. As Mactan is a coral island, it boasts 
some of the best diving, snorkeling, island hopping, jet 
ski, sailing and cultural activities of any island in the 
Philippines.

The only aquarium in the Visayas is located here.

Mactan Island Aquarium 

This charming attraction is the first in the Visayas and 
the only public aquarium outside of Luzon on the 7107 
islands of the Philippines.

The aquarium museum has been open since October 
2008 and has over 30 exhibits showcasing Cebu’s 
aquatic life from sea snakes to sharks, sea slugs and 
even turtles. The aquarium has recently completed a 
transfer to a new larger site between White Sands Resort 
and EGI City by the Sea Condos.

Diving Mactan

Because of its proximity to Cebu City and the international 
airport, the diving infrastructure is well developed and 
visitors can literally be in the water within an hour or so 
of flying in.

Whilst Mactan doesn’t offer the best diving in the 
Visayas there is plenty of choice and the island attracts 
thousands of divers every year. The east coast offers 
the best variety of sites along its walls and the Hilutangan 
Channel, which separates it from Olango Island to the 
east, is extremely deep, offering good opportunities to 
see the larger fish that dwell there.

Currents can be strong, so not every dive is suitable for 
beginners. As sites are numerous, and in some cases 
very similar, they are grouped into three sections, one of 
which is Olango Island. Mactan is a favorite jumping-
off point for excursions further afield around the 
Visayas. Live-aboard safaris can be organized on arrival 
by various agents on Mactan.

Mactan Island is linked to mainland Cebu via Marcelo Fernan Bridge
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Creatures that inhabit Cebu’s dive sites run the full spectrum of colors and intricate patterns.
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Diving in Mactan
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Diving

There are many dive sites near the resorts of Cebu. One 
of the most prominent is the Marine Reserve of
Hilutungan and Nalusuan Islands,  which may soon
become one of the best dive spots in the country
because of the amazing coral growth and the bewildering 
fish species to be found there.

One site that’s restricted to more advanced divers is the 
Blue Hole, which has a maximum diving depth of around 
25 meters and is ideal for the experienced diver. Average 
visibility is some 10-20 meters with access to the site by 
boat. Karl from Kontiki Divers has dive excursions to Blue 
Hole and many other selected dive sites in the Mactan 
area.

Cebu Snorkeling Sites

The Marine Reserve of the Hilutungan, Nalusuan and 
Talima islands where tourists watch fish and other sea life 
feeding is highly memorable. The untouched area of reef 
swarms with various species of fish and crustaceans, but 
with a depth of 5m to 12m it is perhaps more suitable 
for scuba diving.

There is snorkeling along the largely unspoiled coral reefs, 
with several types of coral and small tropical fish at a depth 
easily reached by even the novice snorkeler. There is a wide 
area to explore between the sandbar off Bohol and the
island. Some isolated and delightful beaches where visitors 
can enjoy swimming and snorkeling are located nearby. 

The underwater world can be a tad daunting to novices 
and children. But with SNORKEL PLUS, an original 
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Whale shark watching 
is one of the tourist 
attractions in Oslob 

concept introduced by K.I. Marine Sports Center, those 
concerns are washed away. Snorkel Plus is the ideal
alternative to scuba diving because those long lessons 
and the heavy tank are no longer needed. Even poor 
swimmers can enjoy the attractive, colorful coral out-
crops and schools of marine life, descending in total 
safety from 5 to 10 meters for approximately 30
minutes. The Snorkel Plus system incorporates a ring 
which divers grasp while connected to a breathing hose. 
The buoyancy control of the ring is operated by the 
center’s staff, while the tank allows up to four people to 
dive simultaneously. Newcomers to the world of diving 
and snorkeling can try an introductory dive, supervised 
by a professional dive master, from Snorkel Plus. 
 
Or try helmet diving and swim freely underwater, with 
air supplied remotely from above.

Oslob and the Whale Shark Watching

The south east of Cebu, in Tanawan, Oslob, is now
famous for watching whale sharks, and a pod of 22 
whale sharks was seen there last year. 

If you ever wanted to see whale sharks up close then 
Tanawan is the place to do it. Not so long ago this 
sleepy barangay about 130km south of Cebu City was 
unheard of, the locals deriving there subsistence lifestyle
from fishing. The whale sharks used to be physically 

discouraged as they caused damage to the fishing nets. 
One day a fisherman noticed that if he put bait out
behind the boat the whale sharks would follow. The 
boatmen are divided into three teams, all do the same 
job and the ticket price is fixed. You can hire snorkels, 
underwater cameras and diving equipment at additional 
costs above the basic price, which while relatively
expensive still, represents good value compared to
similar attractions in the Philippines.

Get there early as feeding stops at 12 pm, during
weekdays 8-9 am would be fine, but on high days and holi-
days 6-7 am start means you will spend less time queuing 
and the outside temperature is cooler early in the morning.

Transportation couldn’t be easier as the normal yellow 
and blue buses will drop you outside, where you will 
be greeted by many Filipinos trying to secure your 
business, As I said the ticket price is controlled, you 
shouldn’t need to pay an entrance fee most won’t 
charge, but beware. Once you get there ticket in hand, 
you wait your turn. 

The boatmen are used to seeing scantily dressed females 
now, most Filipinas being a little more conservative with 
their beach attire. I talked to a large German lady who 
was dressed in a black rubber suit ,she had be diving 
all over the world for 20 years and never seen a whale 
shark , when she got into the water in Tanawan, she was 
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Tumalog Falls
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so happy. So seeing Whale Sharks is a virtual guarantee 
although most are juveniles, they are still an impressive 
sight up close, and no doubt you will be tempted into 
buying a T shirt saying save the Whale Sharks. 

Whale sharks are visible during good weather and clear 
water before the temperature begins to rise: but when 
the water is rough and muddy, the sharks don’t come 
in to feed. Swimming with whale sharks is an awesome 
experience and the local government has sensibly
introduced strict rules to protect the sharks and the
environment. Swimmers cannot approach within 5 meters
of these magnificent creatures, the use of a flash 
camera is prohibited, and feeding the whale sharks is 
not permitted. You can snorkel in the water with the 
sharks or observe them from the boat. The boats are all 
wooden bancas with oars only, no motorized boats are 
allowed anywhere near the area to protect the sharks 
from dangerous propeller blades. But no matter which 
way you choose to see these magnificent creatures of 
the ocean please observe the rules the rules set in place 
by the local authorities or you can face a very severe 
penalty and justly so.  

Besides the whale shark watching, an experience
everyone should be part of, there are many other
attractions in Oslob well worth the visit. The Heritage 
Park located at the back of the municipal offices,
facing the shoreline is picturesque and extremely well
maintained, take a leisurely stroll along the shore or visit 
the newly established museum. From heritage park you 
can also see the Cuartel, a unique structure built from 
the coral stones of the fallen church bell tower through 
the efforts of El Gran Maestro Don Marcos Sabandal as 
barracks for the Spanish armies but was halted during 
the American arrival in 1899. The oldest street in Oslob 
Calle Aragones was built in 1879 and faces the church 

which was destroyed by fire, luckily there was no
structural damage and this beautiful old church built 
from coral stone in 1840 has had the interior completely 
rebuilt.

Oslob also hosts the watersports triathlon in the beginning 
of October each year. It is a weekend of fun, activity 
and friendly competition that attracts many visitors and 
competitors to this quaint and peaceful town.

Your visit to Oslob would not be complete without a visit 
to the spectacular Tumalog Falls. The road down to the 
actual falls is sealed but very steep so it is recommended 
to get a motorbike from the entrance to the falls, it is 
only P50 and the drivers are very experienced. These 
magnificent falls cascade down the mountainside from 
approx. 300 meters into a pool below, there are many 
observation  points at the falls all designed to give you 
a perfect view. While at the falls remember to get some 
very tasty native passion fruit for a special taste delight. 
Another taste delight of Oslob is the local BBQ in the 
main street of an evening, typically Filipino, very delicious 
and very low cost, just select what you prefer and have 
it BBQ’d. You can eat it at the tables provided along with 
some rice or take it back to your hotel.

Sometimes good food is hard to come by in the provinces,  
but if you fancy a T bone steak or fish and chips, Buddy’s 
bar and restaurant offer a large choice of cuisine and 
cheap accommodation , located 2 km north of Oslob 
town.

On the second Saturday of December the town of Oslob 
holds the “Toslob Festival. The word Toslob means soak 
in the local dialect and got its name from the original 
naming of Oslob. A long time ago there was a popular 
spring called Bolocboloc named because of its existing 
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Below: 
Marker honoring the 
oldest street in Oslob 

spring located beneath the shoreline and is now called 
Nigad. The word Oslob comes from a misunderstanding 
between a native couple and two civil guards in 1785. 
While the couple were sitting resting under a tree eating 
boiled bananas soaking them in vinegar and salt, the 
two guards asked them the name of the place, the couple 
were surprised and not being able to comprehend what 
the guards were saying , thought they were asking them 
what they were doing to which they replied “Toslob” 
which meant soaking.

Ceres Liner runs frequent bus services to Oslob from 
Cebu the trip takes about three hours depending on 
traffic conditions. The buses are air-conditioned and 
the fare is very low cost.
 

Sumilon Island

Sumilon Island is a popular island reachable in around 
three hours from Cebu City, via Oslob, on the south 
eastern tip of Cebu island. The word sumilon means 
to ‘take refuge’; and truly so, as the storms here can 
be quite fierce and fishermen still shelter on Sumilon, 
as they have done for hundreds of years. Nature at its 
best can be enjoyed on this beautiful 24 hectare island 
fringed with dazzling beaches and restful coves. 

Sumilon Island has a wonderful beach resort that offers 
luxurious service and facilities to guests and visitors. 
Large numbers of tourists come to its excellent spa to 

be pampered. The resort features 12 well designed 
and fitted out cottages facing the sea front, which are
perfect for a comfortable, relaxing break from the  cares 
of everyday life. There is also a restaurant that serves 
exquisite cuisine to diners.

Various activities can be enjoyed on Sumilon Island. 
Most are related to water sports, such as swimming, 
diving, windsurfing, kayaking and snorkeling, but 
walking around the island or crossing the picturesque 
interior is not too taxing, either.

Moalboal... Cebu’s Diving Paradise
 
The municipality of Moalboal lies on the southwest 
coast of Cebu island. Moalboal has been ‘discovered’ 
and is now a famed tourist destination for both
locals and foreign nationals. It has laudable coastlines, 
flanked by almost deserted beaches. It’s a magnificent 
underwater paradise and one of the best dive capitals 
in the world. 
 
Moalboal is approximately 89 km by road from Cebu 
City, and can be reached by bus or car in under three 
hours. Everyone can enjoy the warm, pristine waters, 
and the fine, glistening sand to be found here. It is 
popularly known as the ‘Diving Paradise of Cebu’
because of its beaches, dramatic coral and different 
underwater marine life, especially around Pescador Island. 
This region is the most fascinating of the underwater 

The ruins of the 
“Cuartel, center, which 
was built from the coral 
stones of the fallen 
church bell tower, as 
seen in close view on 
the left photo
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Panagsama Beach

Panagsama Beach at Moalboal is just 4 km from the town 
center. The beach strip demands a leisurely stroll amid 
open-air bars such as Chili Bar, Beach Bar and Red Banana, 
restaurants, a scattering of beach resorts, dive centers and 
a hive of street vendors peddling tropical fruits, freshly 
caught fish, colorful T-Shirts and massage services. 

Panagsama Beach is an old fishing village, with a few 
remnants of the old village still intertwined within the 
various beach resorts, restaurants and dive centers that 
give the beach its unique charm and atmosphere.

To explore the small country town of Moalboal, take a 
tricycle (a motorbike with sidecar), to the city — less 
than 10 minutes from the beach. Moalboal boasts a 
bustling market, food stalls, fruit stands, bakeries and 
on the seaward side of the road is the fish market. The 
Orchid Gallery is a gentle 2 km stroll from the town 
center and, within its several hectares, houses a lush 
tropical garden, a swimming pool, a little private zoo 
with exotic birds and monkeys and, naturally enough, 
an orchid plantation.

Besides its wonderful beaches, the town takes pride in its 
heritage and culture. Moalboal is endowed with rich culture 
and heritage that are worth being seen and appreciated.  

The Marine Sanctuaries at Basdiot, Tuble and Saavedra, 
are home to different corals and shoals of various 
fish. These marine sanctuaries bring forth moments of 
amusement and amazement. Exploring the coral with 
its surrounding flora and fauna will expose a paradise 
of the marine world. 

world, interlaced with awesome and exotic coral and a 
variety of sea flora and fauna, which is why it’s considered 
the jewel of Moalboal.

Moalboal celebrates its annual town fiesta on May 16 
in honor of Patron Saint, San Juan Nepomuceno, and on 
May 15 visitors can watch the “KAGASANGAN FESTIVAL”.
This is a presentation of street dancing and ritual show-
down participated in by the different barangays.

A paradise for scuba divers, Moalboal has numerous 
beach resorts offering luxurious amenities, European, 
American, Asian, and Filipino cuisine, a full range of 
aqua sports and a splendid night life by the beach. The 
diving schools and dive centers like Seaquest Divers, 
can teach the skills and techniques of scuba diving.
Enjoy the diving experience in wonderful Moalboal.
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Pescador Island

Pescador is a small limestone outcrop in the Tañon 
Strait, 3km off the western coast of Cebu island. This 
uninhabited island has an automated lighthouse with 
access steps on the north and east sides, while the area 
around the island is a marine reserve, protected by the 
local Moalboal Municipality.

However it is a marine reserve in name only, as fishermen
extensively spear fish across the entire reef. Local 
fishermen are destroying the coral by using rocks as 
anchors and entangling the delicate growth with their 
nylon fishing lines.

Experienced divers have noticed the lack of large fish 
around Pescador compared with other similar areas, 
such as the nearby Apo Island. Dive operators claim the 
economic benefit to Moalboal derived from dive tourism 
is far greater than the traditional fishermen’s contribution 
and the current abuse of the area is resulting in a decline 
of the island’s attraction to scuba divers.
 
From a diver’s perspective it is an ideal dive site 
with easy access from the shore, (a 10 minute, 3 km 
boat ride from Panagsama Beach), and with great
snorkeling and diving spots ranging from shallow to 
deep dives. Accessible year round in all but extreme 
storm conditions, Pescador Island provides consistently
interesting diving.

All proceeds from sales of the entrance tags and tickets 
are managed by the Municipality of Moalboal and 
Moalboal Dive Center Association (MDCA), government 
officials and villagers. The funds will be used to finance 
a number of high priority conservation programs in 
the municipality, including patrols and enforcement 
of regulations to abolish destructive fishing practices, 
village improvement programs, collection and disposal 
of plastic and other waste entering the waters, marine 
conservation education of village children and adults, 
and reef and mangrove rehabilitation. 

The waters of the Moalboal Marine Park are extremely 
deep, up to 600 meters in Tañon Straight and with clear 
visibility to 35-40 meters, in tepid waters that harbor 
some of the highest levels of biodiversity in the world. 
Although the exact number of fish species is unknown, 
it may be slightly higher than the 2,500 species, or 
nearly 70% of all fish species known to the Indo-Western 
Pacific. In the Philippines and Moalboal waters one can 
find more than 2,500 varieties of fish.

This is the ultimate dive destination for scuba divers, 
not only locally but globally: an underworld experience 
well worth the travel. 

The diving highlight is reached in about fifteen minutes 
by boat. Spectacular wall diving with teeming fish schools 
and sometimes even sharks and barracudas can be seen. 

Turtle at Moalboal

School of sardines at Moalboal
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There are also beautiful coral gardens swarming with 
coral reef fish and very often giant frogfish will drift 
lazily by. The special place is called the CATHEDRAL, an 
exciting vertical tunnel to dive through starting down 
from 15 to 35 meters.

Bantayan Island

Bantayan Island is located in the Visayan Sea, to the 
west of the northern end of Cebu Island, across the Tañon 
Strait, which separates Cebu from Negros. Known as 
the egg basket of the Philippines producing over one 
million eggs per day.

The warmth and friendliness of the local people is truly 
something special visitors to Bantayan will remember 
for years to come. 

A vacation in Cebu is hardly complete without going to 
Bantayan island, known for its sparkling beaches and 
crystal clear waters. Having the same beach front as 
the world-renowned Boracay, Bantayan is one of the 
most visited islands in the region. And with men like 
the Mayor, The Honorable Jose Esgana at the helm 
things can only get better. A must visit is the Sugar 
Beach Resort, with its beautiful white sands like refined 
sugar, hence the name and the bungalows set amongst 
tropical palms is one of the most beautiful and cleanest
beaches I have seen in for quite a while. During
holy week the beach comes alive with many activities
including many concerts and live shows.

There are many resorts in Bantayan to choose from 
and most of them are right on the beach. Resort rates 
range from US$12 to US$142 daily. With a vast shoreline 

it won’t take long to find has just been completely
refurbished, or the unique Anika resort where all the 
cabins are made from shipping containers. Next door 
to Anika is the Beach Placid Resort the caption of this
resort is “where serenity starts” and one can truly
believe this when staying at this beautiful resort with 
its rustic cabins, native style restaurant and tropical 
gardens where you can relax and swim at the beautiful 
white sand beach. The most notable resort on the
island is the Ogtong Cave Resort set in lush tropical 
gardens this well-appointed resort has it all including 
the only cave on the Island where you can swim in crystal 
clear fresh water.

Another activity well worth the effort is the bird watching 
at Balidbid, where you can see thousands of egret or as 
known in the Philippines Tuwabong. In the early morning
and just before sunset thousands of these graceful birds 
turn the trees white.

Eating out in Bantayan is always a pleasure with such 
places as the HR Bar and Native Restaurant, the food 
there is superb and the price is unbelievably inexpensive, 
also well worth the visit for fabulous food and a game of 
pool is the Cou Cou Bar Hotel and Restaurant. 

The island hopping from Bantayan is a great way to 
spend a day with a difference. Seeing places like the 
Hilanta Gaan Island and the Hilanta Gaan Dyut Dyut 
meaning smaller island, this was later named by a tourist 
as the Virgin Island, because it was not yet developed 
at the time.  

However, before jumping on the next plane or ferry to 
Bantayan, here are some important reminders.

Tourist enjoying cave 
swimming at Ogtong 

Cave Resort

Top: Sugar Beach at Bantayan
Above: Cave entrance at Ogtong, Bantayan  
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Virgin Island 
otherwise known as
Hilanta Gaan Dyut 

Dyut

Bird watching in Balidbid is well worth the effort

To save time and money, plan the trip well in advance 
of departure. Choose the best dates to travel and
pick the most convenient yet affordable means for
the voyage.
 
Upon arrival in Cebu, take a bus to San Remigio from 
the North Bus Terminal. After a more or less 2½ hour 
land journey by bus, SUV, van or taxi, a further hour on 
one of the big RORO ferries from the Hagnaya wharf 
to the port of Santa Fe, Bantayan is required.

Chartering a plane is the most convenient way to get 
to Bantayan Island. The flight takes about  25 minutes 
and costs, at the time of writing, PhP2300 per person 
from Mactan-Cebu airport. One of the airlines operating 
a charter service is Air Island Tours.

Please note that Bantayan Island is known for its 
revelries during Holy Week. With the fun there’s an
increase in tourists and accommodation becomes
premium. To avoid the hassle of finding somewhere to 
stay, it is recommended booking Holy Week reservations 
six months to one year ahead.

Handy Hints

Before setting off on a trip to Bantayan Island, some 
preparations will make the vacation more comfortable. 
Plan ahead to reduce stress and make the most of this 
tropical getaway. The rule of thumb is: stick with the 
essentials. 

Beach clothes. This includes swimming gear and several 
changes of lightweight clothing. The Philippines is a 
tropical country so leave those long woolen pants and 
thick shirts at home; just pack lots of shorts, a few tops 
and one pair of long pants or slacks. Jeans can be worn 
almost anywhere in the Philippines.

Sun protection. The tropical sun is quite fierce for the 
unwary so pack a good pair of sunglasses and a wide-
brimmed summer hat. Most importantly remember 
to bring a sunscreen with high SPF to avoid sunburn, 
skin moisturizer for hydration, and lip balm to avoid 
chapped lips. And the best way to keep hydrated? 
Drink lots of water.

Camera. Keep those memories alive through photo-
graphs of this beautiful island. Be sure to bring extra 
batteries and an adapter.

Cash. Most establishments and hotels on Bantayan 
Island don’t accept credit cards. Have some cash
on hand to avoid the tedium of finding an ATM
machine, which will quite possibly be off-line when 
it’s needed most.

Santa Fe, Bantayan Island

With the goal of adopting the best practice standards 
in water safety and lifeguarding, the Municipality of 
Santa Fe, under the administration of Hon. Mayor Jose 
B. Esgana, initiated an International Certification on 
Water Safety and Lifeguarding from 02 July 2013 until 
13 July 2013. 

The training aims to capacitate the municipality on
water safety for the local and international clientele.
It also enhances the resorts’ understanding of the
international standard in emergency response system 
specifically on land and aquatic related incidents.

This social preparation initiative was part of the
capacity building and preparedness followed with the 
Barangay Volunteer Emergency Responder training 
From September 4-November 19, 2013 to the entire 
10 barangay of the said municipality to continue the 
training now from 130 warm bodies up to a thousand 
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volunteers in a year to render voluntary emergency
response among the local communities and the guests 
coming to the island. 

The volunteers are equipped by the first municipal
inflatable life boat, locally designed spine board, splints 
and bandages and a wooden ambulance boat.  They 
now continue to acquire related necessary equipment 
to cope with future emergencies including natural and 
man-made calamities. 

Mayor Jose “Titing” Esgana and the Honorable Joan 
Gay Pasasadaba, Chairman of the Committee on Tourism, 
expressed their all-out support of this initiative.

Last 20 July 2013, a multi-sectoral open forum and 
press conference was also held at Beach Placid for 

B
ar

ry
 D

aw
so

n

public consultation on the adoption of the international 
best practice standards. Ms. Melanie Loyao, Tourism 
Officer of Santa Fe, stated the current situation of 
the municipality with regards to lifesaving, aquatic 
safety and drowning related incidents. Mr. Larry Joie 
S. Alag, PLS, responded by presenting the Philippine 
Drowning Prevention Council PDP Plan for 2010 – 
2015, encouraging the LGU and all stakeholders
to adopt all the recommendations for a more
comprehensive program in water safety education, 
safe aquatic locations, research and development and 
key drowning demographics. 

Raising the Red and Yellow Flags in 
Santa Fe

The raising of the red and yellow flag along the Santa 
Fe beach line signifies the adoption of the international 
best practice standards that includes the installation of 
safety signage along the 17.2 kms coastal area of the 
municipality. For further information contact, Albert G. 
Camay Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction Management 
Officer on 092-756-049-20

Malapascua

The waters surrounding Cebu have long been a diver’s 
paradise, boasting some of the best dive sites in the 
world, and Malapascua island off the northern tip of 
Cebu is no exception. This beautiful, pristine island, 
with its shimmering, sandy beaches approximately 
thirty minutes from the port of Maya is one of the best. 
The residents of this little island paradise will make 
you feel like royalty, welcoming you with true Filipino
hospitality that comes from the heart.

The resorts and dive centers of the island have staff 
that will make you wish your diving vacation would 
never end.   

Through the efforts and enthusiasm of the local Mayor, 
Augusto D. Corro, Tourism Officer, Chanda Panares-

The lighthouse at 
Malapascua

View from the 
lighthouse
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Sta. Fe volunteer 
participants under-
going intensive 
training in water 
safety and life-
guarding 

Romo, and her assistant, Alejandro S Punay Jr., things 
can only get better for all who visit this beautiful island. 
Visitors to Malapascua, such as Felice Scafidi from Italy, 
and his wife Rose Marie Playda, believe the island is 
unique, with the most beautiful beaches and sparkling 
waters being ideal for both swimming and diving. The 
waters are crystal clear and visibility is every diver’s 
dream.

The resorts and dive centers can cater for all your needs 
and some of the popular places to stay are the Malapascua 
Legend and Watersports Resort; the rooms are five 
star, there’s a swimming pool and a superb restaurant. 
Another resort of note is the Hippocampus. Angelina 
is one of the best restaurants I’ve had the pleasure of 
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Below: The staff of 
Divelink Cebu

Following the leader 
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dining at, with a comprehensive menu to please even 
the fussiest of diners.

There are many dive centers on the island, such as Sea 
Explorers, Seaquest and Dive Link. The owner of Dive 
Link and his staff are well versed in the top dive sites 
and are also innovators of Project Sharklink.

Project Sharklink is a collaborative undertaking by 
Singapore and Philippine Education, Research, and 
Diving institutions to investigate and monitor the 
state of the Monad Shoal reef and propose measures 
to limit the degradation caused by increasing
numbers of scuba-divers to the region, both in the 
water and on the fragile ecology of Malapascua Island. 
This includes “mapping and comparing topography
and biodiversity of two underwater ‘cleaning’
stations that support cleaner-fish services.” Cleaner-
fish, known as elasmobranch, include the grey reef 
and thresher sharks as well as manta and devil rays 
which are frequent visitors to Monad Shoal. Project 
Sharklink will also identify “sustainable management
of natural resources, such as fresh water,” on Malapascua 
island as well as monitor the quality of the ground-
water which is in danger of long term contamination 
by pit latrines and open refuse sites. The teams 

Top: Threser Air;  Above: Winged Devil   
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will also establish workshops to conduct training on an 
alternative livelihood programme for local volunteers.

When island hopping, some of the better dive sites are 
at Chocolate Island, for coral and a variety of fish. While 
Isla De Gato is prolific for sea snakes, sea horses and 
juvenile sharks. 

Situated atop Guimbitayan is the lighthouse that guides 
all the vessels plying the shipping lanes between Cebu 
and Manila.

One of the more interesting dive sites is Monad Shoal, 
a sea mount rising 250m from the floor bed, 8km east 
of Malapascua. It is increasingly popular with divers 
and snorkelers attracted by the thresher sharks and 
manta rays which regularly bask in the crystal waters of 
the reef. Get in touch with Dive Link for details on trips 
to Monad Shoal.

One can only say about Malapascua is that it’s the one 
destination in the Philippines that every diver should 

make time to visit and dive. Its delightful beaches,
water as transparent as fine glass and intriguing marine 
life combine to make this diver’s paradise the holiday 
of a lifetime.

Handy Hints

There are no cars on the Island so transport around the 
island is by motor bike, or if nearby walking, which is 
more of a pleasure than a task as you stroll along the 
beautiful beaches to your destination. It’s no hardship 
to walk around the island in around three hours. It is 
important to note that the lighter you travel the better, 
only bringing with you essential items and light summer 
clothing. The island has no banks or ATM’s and credit 
cards are not generally accepted, so have enough cash 
to cater for your needs: it is not a disadvantage if you 
know in advance and come well prepared. Whatever 
your decision for your next diving holiday choosing 
Malapascua is a decision you would never regret! 

Island-hopping 
at Malapascua

Sunset on 
Bounty Beach, 

Malapascua Island
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Events Calendar of Cebu
Date Activity 

January  19 Sinulog Festival - Cebu City

February 24         Cebu City Charter Day - Cebu City

March 18         Soli Soli Festival  - San Francisco, Camotes Island, Cebu 

March 20-21       Pasko sa Kasakit (Semana Santa Sa Bantayan) - Bantayan, Cebu

March 21-26        Buhing Kalbaryo -  Cebu City

March 23              Kabanhawan Festival - Minglanilla, Cebu

March 27-April 3  Haladaya Festival - Daan Bantayan, Cebu

April 22-27            Kadaugan sa Mactan Festival - Bgy. Mactan, Lapu-Lapi City, Cebu

May 7                 Mantawi Festival - Mandaue City, Cebu

May 14-18               Fiesta Bicolandia Cruise “Peñafrancia Pilgimage” -  Cebu City

May 15                 Kagasangan Festival (Moalboal annual town fiesta) - Moalboal, Cebu

July 5           Banig Festival - Badian, Cebu

August 5  Cordova Dinagat Festival (Fishing Rituals) - Cordova, Cebu

August 9 Bonga - Sibonga, Cebu

August 10  Dinagat Festival (Bakasi) - Cordova, Cebu

August 27  Bahandi Festival - Alcantara, Cebu

August 30  Siloy Festival  - Alcoy, Cebu / Mandaue Charter Day Celebration - Mandaue, Cebu 

September 15 Karansa Festival - Danao City annual town fiesta

October 4   Sinanggiyaw Festival - Dumanjug, Cebu

October 14-15   Inasal/Halad Festival - Talisay City, Cebu

November 21-22  Lapu-Lapu City Fiesta - Lapu-Lapu City, Cebu

November 24-25  Kabkaban Festival - Carcar, Cebu

December 14 Toslob Festival - Oslob, Tanawan, Cebu

DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM PHILIPPINES
Ms. Rowena Lu Y. Montecillo, 
Regional Director, Region VII Office
DOT- G/F LDM Bldg
corner Legaspi aand MJ Cuenco Sts.
Cebu City, 6000, Philippines
Tel.: (63-32) 412 1967 (Admin & Accounting)
Tel.: (63-32) 254 6650 (Product Development)
Tel.: (63-32) 254 2811 / 412 1966 (Accreditation)
Fax Number: (63-32) 254 3534 / 412 1980 
(Planning & Statistics)

Useful Contacts in Cebu
Airport Office Telefax No.: 340 8229 / 
494 1862
Airport Mobile No.: 0917-8545308
Cellphone Number: 0917-6348060
Fax Number: (63-32) 254 2711 

CEBU PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE
ON TOURISM 
Cebu Provincial Capitol, Escario St., Cebu City 
Tel. no.: (63-32) 253-3083 

COMMITTEE ON TOURISM 
(CEBU CITY) 
Address: Cebu City Hall Bldg., 
Magallanes St., Cebu city 
Tel. no.: (63-32) 253-9904 

CEBU PROVINCIAL TOURISM 
AND HERITAGE COUNCIL 
Cebu Provincial Capitol 
Tel. no.: (63-32) 253-3971
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You must have a lifejacket and safety harness aboard 
the boat for each crew member. Although dingy sailors 
often prefer buoyancy aids. On a cruising boat you 
need a life jacket which will support you completely. 
There are various types to choose from, but most 
people prefer the kind that are worn deflated, since 
they are less cumbersome than those with in-built 
buoyancy. Most types on the market can be inflated 
either by a quick-release CO2 cylinder or mouth.

Before setting out on a cruise, every crew member 
should be given a safety harness, which should adjust 
to their own body size. Each harness should then be 
marked, so that a crew member can recognize his or 
her own immediately, and it should be kept where it 
can be reached easily when needed.

In freshening winds or when sailing at night, all crew 
members should wear their harnesses, and should
clip on the lifelines if they are working on deck.
Inexperienced crew members should be warned of 
likely dangers, like the boom crashing across the boat, 
or unexpected heeling caused by an unplanned gybe 
or broach. All boots and shoes worn on deck should 
have flat rubber soles with a good tread pattern, to 
give as much grip as possible on a wet slippery deck. 
Obstructions likely to cause an accident should be 
kept to a minimum, and all equipment should be
securely tied down, with no loose ends lying on deck.

Lifejackets

Many people argue that lifejackets are superfluous on 
a cruising boat if the emphasis is placed on staying on 
board. Using proper safety precautions and a safety 
harness whenever necessary. However, every cruising 
boat should have enough lifejackets on board, of 
the right size and type for every crew member, and 
they should be regularly serviced and checked. There 
are times when everyone regardless of experience, 
should wear a lifejacket, in a tender, in fog when a 
safety harness should not be used in case the boat 
is in a collision, and very bad weather. Non swimmers 
and nervous beginners and children should be made 
to wear lifejackets, even when the boat is in the harbor.
 

You’ve always been interested to sail, but you know little about boat parts, the confusing technobabble, 
and what little you know is making your head spin in four different directions! Worry no more. This 

continuing series of articles is for you: it will cover tips regarding hardware present on most boats, as well as 
common sailing techniques, terms and definitions, the names of the different pieces of hardware, and much 
more. This will keep you informed about most things you will need before you begin your own sailing excursion. 
Be sure to consult with an experienced sailor and someone knowledgeable about boats. 

Article
 excerpts

 reprinted 
from 

the book 
CRUISER 

HANDLING
by BOB BOND 

& STEVE 
SLEIGHT

Fastening the lifeline to the 
harness.

Push back the clip fastening 
on the lifeline and insert the 
hook of the harness

Release the clip fastening 
to lock the lifeline onto the 
harness fitting

Below: Lifejacket 
with no built-in 

buoyancy, inflated 
either with a CO2 

cylinder, or by 
mouth.

Whistle Mouth inflation 
nozzle

SAFETY EQUIPMENT
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There are many types of lifejackets for general cruising, 
but the most suitable kind for cruising is the one that 
is inflated automatically by a gas cylinder, or blown 
up by mouth, and which carries enough buoyancy 
when inflated to float a full-grown man in the water, 
turned over onto his back. The types with no in-built 
buoyancy are less bulky and very comfortable to 
wear, but are not really suitable for non-swimmers
or children, who should wear ones with partial
buoyancy, the remainder of which is provided if 
needed, by pulling a rip-cord to a gas cylinder. Since 
there is a danger if you go overboard that your jacket 
may come off over your head, buy the type which 
has additional strap from the back of the neck to 
the waistband, and make sure it is properly fastened, 
tightly enough to keep it in position when you are 
in the water.

Combined jacket and harness

One of the best safety aids on the market is the
combined harness and lifejacket. This purpose-
designed garment provides a solution to the argument 
about whether a lifejacket or safety harness should be 
worn. The lifejacket of the combined model is worn 
deflated and then inflated either automatically or by 
mouth if needed. The garment incorporates back and 
crutch straps to prevent it riding up when in the water. 
The lifeline can be detached from the harness so the
garment can be used as a life jacket alone.

Safety Harness

The safety harness is designed to keep the wearer 
secured to the boat by means of a lifeline, so that he 
is free to use both hands to work. The lifeline should 
have a quick release clip at both ends, so that if the 
wearer finds himself in difficulty he can free himself 
rapidly. Normally, the end of the lifeline is attached 
to a deck eye or to a wire or rope jack-stays which are 
rigged along each side deck. Your safety harness and 
lifeline must be of approved manufacture. The fastnet 
race in 1979 made it quite clear that some safety 
harness clips were inadequate, they simply buckled 
and opened up under pressure. Because people are 
often lazy about putting on a harness, manufacturers 
have produced a waterproof suit with a harness
incorporated into the jacket. Although the suit may 
well wear out before the harness does, it has the
advantage that the harness is always at hand. 

The combined safety 
harness and
inflatable lifejacket

The combined
harness and lifejacket
correctly fitted

SAFETY EQUIPMENTSAFETY EQUIPMENT
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CLASSIFIED ADS from PhP 950!
Power Boats • Sailing Yachts • House & Lot 

Businesses • Motor Vehicles
Call: 02 551 4587 • +63 947-112-7657
E-Mail: info@activeboatingwatersports.com 

Paddle Boat 
For Sale

In Very Good Condition With Bimini (not shown). 
Perfect for lake resorts and beach resort hotels.

PhP75,000  0947-112-7657

6.5 Meter Aluminium Work Boat 
For Sale

6.5 Metre LOA x 2.10 Metre Beam Aluminium Work Boat powered by a 60 HP 
Mariner 2 stroke with auto-Lube, Forward Controls,,Electric trim & tilt, Electric Start. 

Sunbrella bimini. Supplied with trailer. Located Subic Bay
PhP390,000  0947-112-7657

H
O
N
D
A
25
hp

Y
A
M
A
H
A

FXSHO
WAVE

RUNNER



BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 7575



76 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 


