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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
The most outstanding observation one is compelled to make about Negros 
Island, compared to other large islands within the Philippine archipelago, is the 
presence of huge numbers of endemic birds and other fauna. Geographically, 
there is no obvious reason why Negros should contain more endemics than the 
neighboring islands of Panay and Cebu - it has little that its neighbors do not 
have. When we asked the question, “why?”, no qualified answer was offered. 

Even though we only visited the Negros for a short while, a theory has been 
formulated, based on observation, that offers an elegant explanation for the contrast. 

My theory: the reason there are so many endemic fauna on Negros Island is 
because there are very few household cats (domesticated or feral). It is widely 
understood that next to Man, cats are the most destructive and wasteful creatures 
on the planet when it comes to the destruction of wildlife. Negros Island is a 
beautiful example of achievable levels of biodiversity in a world with fewer cats.

The main attraction of Negros Oriental for most people, and the reason the 
province is already quite famous worldwide, has a lot to do with the one thing 
that cats hate more than dogs – water.

Negros, in particular the waters off Apo island, offers some of the best scuba 
diving and snorkeling in Asia - in terms of water clarity and variety of marine 
life observable within just one day of underwater activity. The main reason 
for the abundance of marine life here is Silliman University, in the heart of 
Dumaguete City. Silliman University has been at the forefront of marine 
protection since the 1970s.

What we have set out to do in this edition of Active Boating & Watersports 
is to also expose the other many & varied water sports, that have recently 
become available throughout Negros Oriental. During our travels we also found 
a few fascinating people who perceive that the nature, culture and artistic 
stimulation of the island is its greatest asset, more than capable of fueling 
sustainable development without any additional commerce or industry.

Following the sustainable line: did you know that Negros Oriental is completely 
self-sufficient in electrical power and satisfies all of its electrical energy 
needs from geothermal sources? Apart from the cost – artificially kept as 
high as on neighboring islands – natives of Negros suffer no guilt if they 
forget to turn off a light or a fan when they leave a room. Why then did we 
not see a single electric vehicle on the island? Negros has the potential to be 
the World’s first (significant) island without a single fossil-fuel powered vehicle!

If you can ban smoking, and most of Negros Oriental does, then surely you 
could also ban the internal combustion engine. Everything is possible when 
you have an inexhaustible source of clean energy.

Back to reality. Before you get into the nitty gritty of Negros Oriental, please 
enjoy the round up of water sports events that have taken place around the 
Philippines over the preceding three months. Mostly sailing events because, 
weather wise, February through April are the best sailing months in the Philippines.

Finally, a correction: in the March edition of Active Boating & Watersports we 
had made reference to “Anguib Beach” in Santa Ana, Cagayan, whereas in fact 
the beach in question is correctly named Nangaramuan Beach. We apologize 
for any confusion that may have resulted and thank the Department of Tourism 
Cagayan for informing us.

Martyn Willes
Consulting Editor
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ong Kong’s international racing magnate 
Frank Pong is oft quoted as stating that 

the Boracay Race is the “best race in Asia” because, 
“it is actually four races in one . . . then you arrive in 
paradise”. Frank has even named one of his stable of 
racing yachts “Boracay”, in honor of the island and 
the race that gets you there. I prefer to think of the 
Boracay Race as a condensed version of the Volvo 
Ocean Race, complete with: wind, no wind, too much 
wind, beats, reaches and runs.

It is a little over 200 sailing miles from The Light-
house Marina Resort, in Subic Bay, to the Shangri-
la’s Boracay Resort and Spa; the water is deep blue 
for much of the way. If the winds are favorable, the 
race will take 20-30 hours; if not so favorable then it 
can take 48 hours to reach the now World-famous 
tropical vacation island of Boracay. This year the 
winds were forecast to be light to nothing, except 
through the Verde Island Passage and for the home-
run from Dumali Point to Boracay. The forecast for 
the start of the race in Subic Bay was zero, gusting 
to four knots from the East – over the preceding four 
days the forecasts had remained ominously similar.

I was invited to crew aboard the sailing yacht Selma 
Star, sponsored by C! Calibre ROX: a Beneteau First 
36.7, owned by Jun Avecilla and co-skippered by 
the former Commodore of the Subic Bay Yacht Club, 
Ricky Sandoval  . . . Jun also owns The Lighthouse 
Marina Resort. I was invited principally because in 
my sailing resume, I mentioned that, in addition to 
helming, trimming and navigating, I know the tides, 

currents and back-eddies in the Verde Island Passage – 
a significant part of the race course if a skipper 
chooses to traverse the East of Mindoro Island to 
Boracay. Jun obviously wanted to win. 

Selma Star was 
rated as the 
slowest yacht 
in the 2012 IRC 
Cruiser Racer 
class and should, 
theoret ica l ly 
cross the finish 
line last in her 
class but still 
with a chance 
of winning. 
Our objective 
therefore was to 
be ahead of, or 
at least within 
sight of, all the 
other yachts in 
our class when 
we reached 
Boracay, then we 
would be victorious.

Sat on the verandah of the Subic Bay Yacht Club, 
before 08:00 hrs on the morning of the race, I 
checked what windguru.com and windfinder.com 
had to say about the day ahead. Both agreed for the 

H

Predictions, Trackers and Smurfs - 
Subic Boracay Race 2012

Words by 
MARTYN WILLES

Photographs as 
credited: 

Within another 
minute we were 
overwhelmed: 
35 knots of 
breeze in the 
spinnaker, 
Selma Star over 
on her ears, 
broaching wildly 
and Smurfs 
scurrying to 
thunderous 
applause.

Frank Pong’s Jelik III passes all after 
the start, heading for line honors
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Predictions, Trackers and Smurfs - 
Subic Boracay Race 2012

period of 11:00 to 17:00 hrs: zero to four knots out 
of the Bay, with a ‘hole’ (an area of very little or no 
wind) extending South and West of Subic Bay for up 
to ten miles. Memories of the previous year’s full-of-
holes Subic to Boracay Race came drifting back.

C l i m b i n g 
aboard Selma 
Star an hour 
later, Ricky 
suggested we 
instead use the 
predictwind.
com website 
(which boast-
fully claims 
“America’s Cup 
proven, highest 
resolution on 
the web, most 
advanced fore-
cast available”)  – 
Ricky had a 
paid-subscription 
to predictwind’s 
premier service. 

Predictwind’s prediction was identical to that of the 
two aforementioned free services.

Contrary to all, and on the positive side, the breeze 
across the Bay at 09:00 hrs was a steady eight knots 
from the East - all forecasts suggested that before 

11:00 there would only be three knots. Forecasts and 
predictions are only that . . . you have to sail the 
weather you find.

This year, similar to the Volvo Ocean Race, each yacht 
was fitted with a GPS-based tracking device, with 
information displayed on a public website. Great for 
wives, husbands, girlfriends, boyfriends and lovers 
ashore, to feel part of the race; great for us aboard, 
to be able to monitor our own progress relative to our 
competitors.

Also this year, crew uniforms had definitely become an 
important sailing accessory, with almost every yacht 
clearly identifiable by the uniformly colored bodies 
along the rail. On Selma Star, monogrammed caps, 
rash-guards, shorts and sailing shoes, supplied by 
sponsors Quiksilver and Columbia, had transformed 
us all into honorary Smurfs on a bold adventure.

Aboard Selma Star, heading for the start, we sailor 
Smurfs numbered nine: Jun & Ricky; Jun’s son Zed; 
Adrian - a Swiss hot-air balloon pilot, fresh from the 
International Balloon Festival at Clark Field; veteran 
Selma Star crew Ramir, Junior, Marcus, J.R.; and, 
myself. Everything we would need was aboard and 
anything we had forgotten could not be added until 
we reached Boracay; ship’s-cook Smurf Ramir was 
saved the embarrassment of being forced to serve 
uncooked rice and raw-egg omelets for breakfast as 
we had just enough time to return to the marina to 
snare an LPG canister that was almost forgotten – 
there are no 7-Elevens along the way.
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The race fleet leaving 
Subic Bay
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Against all the forecasts (even the paid-for ones), 
the race started at noon with six to eight knots of 
breeze out of the East, this carried the fleet of thirteen 
yachts purposefully out past Grande Island, towards 
Morong. Selma Star was under spinnaker, a little to 
the front of the middle of the fleet, about were she 
should be based upon the IRC rating system (see 
sidebar to this article) and the excellent helming of 
Skipper Smurf Jun. The race fleet consisted of three 
classes: IRC Racing, IRC Cruiser Racer (our class) and 
PY Cruising. The two IRC classes would compete 
separately but their results would be combined to 
determine the overall Boracay Race trophy winner.

Out past Grande Island the predicted “holes” started 
to appear but again, against forecast, there was still a 
gentle breeze occasionally disturbed by some stronger 
puffs of wind. We did stop for a moment but mostly 
we were able to keep positive momentum, albeit not 
always in the most desirable direction. Then, as 
happened last year, after 14:00 hrs a new breeze 
started to build . . . not from the predicted easterly 
direction but, from the North! Gentle but sustained, 
this northerly breeze was forecast only on windguru.
com and for after 17:00 – it had thankfully arrived early. 
We skillfully rode the light northerly, in the direction 
of Fortune Island, all the way past sundown.

At night, with only a thin sliver of a quarter moon to 
assist my view from the helm, it was difficult to see 
all the other yachts - every Smurf had a little head-
light strapped to his forehead, perpetually impairing 
night vision. Thankfully, most also had an Internet 
enabled mobile phone at hand, so we could rely on the 
tracking website to keep tabs on our rivals. Purpose-
fully helming Selma Star into the night, towards Cape 

Santiago, all but one of our direct competitors 
(Martin Tanco’s Challenge) were left in our wake.

By the time we arrived off Calatagan Reef in the 
middle of the night, the predicted easterly breeze was 
beginning to have influence. When Challenge tacked 
in towards the Reef, North of Cape Santiago, I passed 
her deliberately and encouraged our sails to bite into 
the freshening breeze inside the Verde Island Passage.

It was an ebb tide, which meant that the bulk of the 
water within the Passage was moving East to West 
at around two knots; our course was West to East. 
However, by staying away from Cape Santiago we 
had a small back-eddy to play with. Internet observers 
later confirmed that that is where we definitely took 
control of Challenge and got ahead of her convincingly, 
if only briefly . . . if we had accomplished this under 
a full moon or in daylight, or if the beaming Smurfs 
could be encouraged to put out their headlights, we 
would have extended our advantage because we 
could have crossed the choppy waves more efficiently.

The back-eddy did not last forever but we had 
gained valuable ground such that, by the time we 
were abreast of Maricaban Island, in the teeth of 
the 20-knot easterly breeze that funnels between 
Maricaban and Mindoro Islands, Challenge was only 
slightly ahead again. At daybreak we were short-
tacking along the Mindoro coast, from Abra de Ilog 
towards Puerto Galera. We took advantage of the 
little back-eddies and lighter wave-action close to 
Mindoro shore to keep up with Challenge, who had 
taken the alternate course along the North shore of 
the Passage.
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Martin Tanco’s 
Challenge, never far away
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The Dutch aboard 
Sandoway, we did not 
see them again until 
after Dumali Point

Passing Puerto Galera, a little after sunrise, Challenge 
had gained a small advantage in a back-eddy that 
lies along the edge of Maricaban Island but we now 
had the back-eddy along the beaches of Puerto Galera 
in our favor and we kept in touch with her by finding 
the sweet-spots in the back-eddies - at some points 
were sitting on a positive 2-knot surge of reverse 
tidal flow!

Half way to Calapan the ebb-tide reversed into flood 
and favored both yachts evenly, Challenge used her 
much longer water-line length to increase her lead 
out beyond the Baco Islands. We toyed with the idea 
of cutting the corner between the Baco Islands and 
Calapan but the skipper insisted we should cover 
Challenge, our only real competition – there were no 
other boats in sight, ahead or behind.

Challenge continued on a starboard tack, out past 
the Baco Islands, to a point we judged to be well 
beyond the layline. So we tacked at a point much 
earlier than her and again took the actual lead in our 
class. We headed down the East Mindoro coast towards 
the dreaded Dumali Point. “Dreaded”, because there is 
frequently no wind at all near Dumali Point after dusk . . . 
sometimes no wind until dawn. We calculated we 
would arrive at the Point close to dusk and steered 
into the land to catch the on-shore breeze, that was 
offering up puffy white clouds along the beaches, in 
the hope of arriving early. The sky was almost cloud-
less out to sea, along Challenge’s line.

As we slid dreamily towards Dumali Point we were 
entertained by dolphins who played with our bow 
and then raced away to corral some fish before 
returning for more fun later. After leaving Subic Bay, 
apart from a few flying fish – a lot fewer, and smaller, 
than in previous years, I noted – the dolphins offered 
the only evidence of a living sea.

We rounded Dumali Point under spinnaker, a little 
too close for (my) comfort but still with three knots 
of boat-speed. There was now another yacht, apart 
from Challenge, in our view – Sandoway, chartered 
for the occasion by the same Dutch crew who had 
also chartered her for the 2011 Subic Boracay Race, 
was maybe ten miles off our stern. No threat, seeing 
as she should have been a couple of miles ahead of 
Challenge at this point in the race, to be competitive; 
and, it looked as though she may be bringing a new 
breeze with her. We went in search of our own bold 
adventure in the new breeze. 

Heading in towards the Mindoro coast, on the opposite 
tack to Challenge (who was heading out towards 
Maestre de Campo Island), Jun was concerned that 
we were not covering our quarry. I was equally 
determined that the new breeze, evidenced by the 
smoke from rice-field fires along the Mindoro coast, 
was virtually guaranteeing good wind for us whereas 
Challenge looked as though she would be sailing 
with a much lighter breeze in the lee of Maestre de 
Campo, until Sandoway’s breeze arrived. I was at the 
helm and Jun allowed me to continue along the way I 
had determined. Challenge did not gain a single yard 
on us for the next five miles plus, when both yachts 
gybed onto converging courses around sunset, 
Boracay was exactly on our bow with the wind on our 
port-quarter, whereas Challenge had a less favorable 
dead-down-wind alignment to the finish.

As the second night closed in we were still moving 
smoothly under spinnaker, about 40 miles North of 
the Boracay Island finish. We were riding small swells 
that allowed us to surf from time to time, giving us 
additional momentum to keep pace with Challenge. 
If there was one point in the race course where the 
sailing could be described as perfect it was right here: 
ahead of the competition, in the groove, occasionally 
surfing, moderate pressure in the spinnaker, golden 
sunset . . . ang sarap mabuhay! (life is delicious)

By 21:00 hrs, out to the East a flash of lightning 
surprised us a little, as the clouds on the horizon at 
sundown had not suggested thunderstorms. It was 
obvious that at least one thunderstorm had formed, 
possibly two; the occasional flash of lightning within 
the nearest cloud bizarrely gave it the appearance 
of an enormous Burger King, mango-flavored ice-
cream cone . . . mother nature offers spectacle both 
at peace and in moments of dynamic creation. 

Now sat on the rail, and with Co-skipper Smurf Ricky 
at the helm, I watched as the thunderstorm grew 
progressively larger . . . and closer.

One squall of heavy rain passed a couple of miles 
ahead of us and a second passed about the same 
distance behind. The breeze around us was building 
a little beyond the gradient breeze.
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What Is An IRC Rating?

There are two basic types of yacht race: a one-
design race, where the boats racing are identical 
(match racing) or conform to a specific set of 
specific design criteria (e.g. Americas Cup or 
Volvo Ocean Race); and, a mixed-fleet race, 
where boats of any size or design may take 
part in the same race. The IRC rating system 
is the current method of handicap for most 
mixed-fleet races and a system recognized 
worldwide.

In any sport, the objective of a handicap system 
is to give all competitors an equal chance of 
winning, victory goes to the best performance 
on the day. The IRC rating system is designed 

to indicate a boat’s theoretical relative 
performance based on a set of boat measurements, 
computed along with a secret variable, resulting 
in an IRC number/rating, e.g. 1.027

To calculate the winning boat in any race you 
simply multiply the time it took for the boat to 
complete the prescribed course (the elapsed-
time) by the boat’s IRC rating. The result of the 
calculation is known as the “corrected-time” 
and the race winner is the boat with the smallest 
corrected-time.

By example: Challenge has a IRC rating of 1.060 
and Selma Star has an IRC rating of 1.027; in 
the Subic Boracay Race 2012, for every hour 
sailed by Selma Star, Challenge should be 

almost two minutes ahead at the finish in order 
to beat her. After almost 40 hours of racing to 
Boracay, Challenge should have been approximately 
75 minutes ahead to win, in the end she was 
only approximately 45 minutes ahead so Selma 
Star had the smallest corrected-time and won.

Another method of handicap for mixed-fleet 
races, commonly used for competitions where 
boats are typically raced more casually, is the 
“PY handicap” number, which has a similar 
purpose but is derived differently. The 
PY handicap number is derived from/adjusted 
according to, a boat’s most recent actual 
race performances as distinct from a boat’s 
theoretical performance from dimensional 
measurement
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Smurfs at sundown 
along the Tablas 
Strait

Ja
ck

ie
 W

en
lo

ck

Victorious Smurfs in 
Quiksilver

To the Smurfs within earshot, I related the story of 
one Raja Muda Race (in Malaysia), about a decade 
prior. I had been on the foredeck of the beautiful 
58-foot cruising yacht, Infinity, about to un-sock 
a cruising spinnaker, when a squall approached so 
rapidly that there was no time to push the sail back 
down the hatch before 30+ knots of wind and rain 
hit us . . . I just lay on the sail (to prevent it being 
blown overboard) with torrents of rain, lighting and 
thunder crashing all around.

As I finished the story I looked eastward and a similar 
sight now greeted me. I called to Co-skipper Smurf 
Ricky, to seriously consider changing our spinnaker 

for a regular jib. He considered my suggestion for 
too long and within another minute we were over-
whelmed: 35 knots of breeze in the spinnaker, Selma 
Star over on her ears, broaching wildly and Smurfs 
scurrying to thunderous applause.

Credit to the crew, the spinnaker was retrieved in 
double-time and the number-3 jib was hoisted 
before the breeze had dropped below 20 knots; 
nothing broken, nobody hurt except for Ricky’s ego 
(although you really couldn’t be sure - despite Jun 
reminding him frequently thereafter).
 
Selma Star was now skipping across the Tablas Strait 
at over 9 knots, enveloped in torrential rain and 
running blind. It was fortunate that I had surveyed 
the horizon before the rain hit and could be confident 
there were no obstacles along our route . . . so long 
as the rain abated within the hour.

As the squall eased and the rain eventually cleared 
we assessed our position. Where was Challenge? We 
were now a lot closer to the finish line but a little 
East of the safe line to Boracay – Carabao Island was 
almost blocking our path. We could not see Challenge 
but the tracking website told us she was out there, 
a couple of miles ahead and a little West – still in 
the last of the rain. The tracking website also told us 
that Sandoway was somewhere close too. Both were 
ahead of us.

We gybed Westward for a mile, to give us a safer 
line to the finish, and then the mast-head light of a 
yacht came into view, and then a second light. As we 
closed on the finish we found another, larger  yacht 
on our leeward quarter.

At only a few miles from the finish the wind became 
light and troublesome. I had been at the helm for a 
while now, having taken over from broaching-Smurf 
Ricky, and was riding the post-storm puffs and swirls 
with determination but even so, the larger yacht to 
our lee was able to gain ground. Frustrating . . . who 
was she?
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Approaching the finish line, the radio communications 
told us that Challenge had finished 30 minutes 
ahead and the yacht we had presumed to be her was 
in fact Sandoway – we had caught her in the fluky 
winds and crossed the line almost abeam of her. The 
leeward yacht turned out to be Bobby Benares’s 
Lethal Weapon . . . not so lethal on this occasion, as 
she should have a been more than a couple of hours 
ahead of us based on her IRC rating.

Based on our own calculations, after almost 40 hours 
of racing over the 205-mile course, we had won our 
class in the 2012 Subic Boracay Race. When the final 
results were computed and posted on the race notice 
board ashore, we had bested our nearest rival – Challenge - 
by more than 30-minutes on corrected time. A 
jubilant barrel of barely three-apples-high Selma 
Star Smurfs rolled ashore and celebrated our victory 
with breakfast beers on beautiful Boracay beach.

The Subic Boracay Race 2012 winners: in the IRC 
Racing class Frank Pong’s 76-foot racing sled, Jelik 
III, predictably took line honors but it was Ray Or-
doveza’s Karakoa that won first place on corrected 
time (1st overall); Martin Tanco’s Challenge took line 
honors in the IRC Cruiser Racer class (3rd overall) 
but we aboard Selma Star took home the 1st place 
class trophy (2nd overall); as for the PY Cruising class 

fleet, both line honors and 1st place went to David 
McKenna’s Rapparee XXX, after cleverly missing 
the Morong and Luzon Point holes, by teasing out 
enough of the on-shore breeze to keep abeam of 
Selma Star up to Mariveles, while her direct competitors 
floundered off-shore.

As for the wind predictions, free and paid-for? They 
all got most of it wrong. We sailed the breezes as 
they came to us and enjoyed possibly the most fun 
Subic Boracay Race ever. 
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Smurfs at work trimming 
the spinnaker
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the resort paradise of Boracay Island. It represents 
the end-game for racers who have completed the 
equally enthralling, 200-mile Subic Boracay Race, 
that finishes (for most yachts) just a day before.

The Boracay Cup Regatta comprises three racing 
classes, for: top-flight racing yachts, racing cruising 
yachts and simply cruising yachts, who want a bit of 
excitement between ocean crossings.

The first race saw the top-flight yachts beating for 
the windward mark before reaching off towards the 
top of Boracay Island and a mark off Tablas Island. In 
the Cruiser Racer class confusion reigned supreme.

Words by 
MARTYN WILLES

Photographs as 
credited: 

f there is a sailing equivalent to a Formula One 
race track in Asia then it is definitely to be found 

in the waters off Boracay Island during the months of 
January through April. Every year Boracay guarantees 
moderate to strong easterly winds for racing, and 
then provides the most exquisite pre- and post-race 
venues for culinary diversion, cultural exchange and 
exotic entertainment that only a first class, tropical 
island paradise could possibly deliver . . . the only 
thing missing is Bernie Ecclestone. If you are serious 
about sailing and living the dream then you must 
race at least once in the Boracay Cup Regatta.

The Boracay Cup Regatta is a four-day race series, held 
in the gloriously warm and blue waters surrounding 

Superyacht TV along 
side in Subic Bay

I

Boracay Cup 
Regatta 2012 
Smurf ReportfChallenge preparing 

to hoist spinnaker

Selma Star tacking ahead of Sandoway before winning overall
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Rags powering ahead along Boracay Beach
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Southeast of 
Carabao 
Island Sandoway 
radioed the Race 
Committee boat 
that the mark had 
gone missing;
the Race 
Committee 
simply advised to 
carry-on racing. 

Due to a lost-overboard Smurf-hat that our skipper 
was determined to retrieve, to allay any bad omens, 
we Smurfs aboard Selma Star (Beneteau First 36.7) 
started the race on a port-tack. By starting on port-
tack we discovered that we could not see the course 
number, which was displayed on the opposite side of 
the committee boat to us and not below the class flag 
as the Sailing Instructions had suggested. Our best 
course of action, we decided, to stay on the stern of 
the fastest yacht in the fleet – Sandoway (Sydney 
36) – as we were convinced her international racing 
crew would have plotted the correct course.

Southeast of Carabao Island Sandoway radioed the 
Race Committee boat that the mark had gone missing; 

the Race Committee simply advised to carry-on racing. 
Sandoway was obviously confused about the missing 
mark but Rags (Farr 1104), chartered for the event 
by an Australian team skippered by Australian sailing 
champion Peter Sorensen, was instead heading out 
to a mark off the southern beaches of Tablas Island. 
We sailed to Tablas abreast of Rags. There was no 
physical mark at the GPS coordinates given on the 
course sheet so we rounded the imaginary Tablas Island 
mark immediately astern of Rags.

After the rounding, Sandoway was seen to be heading 
back around the North end of Boracay Island while 
Rags appeared to be heading towards its southern 
end. The Smurfs were confused: the other yachts 

Selma Star crew Boracay Cup IRC Cruiser Racer winners 2012 The Boracay Cup is actively supported by local resorts and the Philippine Coast Guard
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could not both be correct. Aboard Selma Star, 
Smurf co-skippers Ricky Sandoval and Jun Avecilla, 
through erudite deduction, concluded that the mark 
we all should have rounded was in fact the San Jose 
mark; we changed course. We found the San Jose 
mark, a yellow inflatable buoy, took a photograph of 
it as evidence, rounded it and gybed for the northern 
shores of Boracay Island.

Rags, now ahead of us by a couple of miles, realizing 
that if two of the yachts were taking the northern 
route she should probably do the same, gybed and 
followed Sandoway.

Ricky and Jun continued to jovially debate their 
powers of deductive reasoning, while I helmed Selma 
Star to the finish. Their rationale was that, as neither 
of the other yachts had apparently sailed any proper 
course then, because we had actually rounded ALL 
of the listed marks North of Boracay Island, we must 
have at least completed one course for the day! We 
lodged a protest.

The international jury decided that Selma Star had 
indeed completed the prescribed course and that 
neither Sandoway nor Rags had. We Smurfs scored 
our first 1st of the regatta.

Races two and three on the second day were wind-
ward-leeward races and Jun decided to take a back-
seat, and let Ricky and I take the helm.

The first race of the day was Ricky’s and it started 
with 20-knot winds and choppy seas. On the first 
upwind leg we were well placed against Challenge 
(X-452) and Sandoway but Rags was much too close 
for comfort - her IRC rating meant she should be well 
behind and yet she was at our beam. The downwind 
leg did not change things much.

On the final downwind leg we were disadvantaged 
with a sloppy spinnaker hoist and definitely sailing in 
last place. The spinnaker continued to be problematic 
in the wind that was now gusting to 28 knots and 
giving Ricky all sort of challenges steering. One 
unexpectedly strong and fluky gust arrived and 
Selma Star broached hard.

Letting go the spinnaker sheet helped a little and 
someone let the halyard go, but it jammed. Other 
Smurfs had the lazy guy in hand so I let go the active 
guy but someone had knotted the end and it would 
not release. We were now broadside to the wind 
and waves, and had the full spinnaker flying abeam 
about 40 feet to leeward, secured by the jammed 
halyard and knotted guy. The spinnaker was 
alternately billowing and collapsing in winds 
approaching 30 knots; the spinnaker ripped across 
its center. We cut the knotted guy to release the 
pressure and the distressed sail was recovered, sans 
guy. Rags won, Selma Star finished dead-last and 
Jun had a bill for US$5,000 to replace the spinnaker 
and a lost-overboard guy.

Jun recovered the helm for the second race of the day.

In upwards of 25 knots of wind Selma Star had 
a good start. We were again well placed against 
Challenge and Sandoway but still could not shake 
off Rags on the upwind leg. Half way to the top mark 
Rags’ starboard shroud eased and her mast snapped 
below the first spreader. We rounded the top mark 
close to the remaining competitors and kept in touch 
with them all the way to the finish. The result would 
be close.

When the results were posted on the notice board 
ashore, Selma Star had scored another 1st place!

Race four, on day three, was another “long race” 
around the islands, this time a circumnavigation of 
Boracay Island. At the start the winds were gusting 
over 30 knots and did not abate throughout. The 
seas rounding the north of Boracay Island were very 
lumpy with wind-against-tide separating peaks and 
troughs by at least five meters. Sandoway made a 
cautious start with a number 4 jib while Challenge 
and Selma Star opted for number 3 jibs; all mainsails 
had a single reef. Sandoway never threatened us until 
she changed up to a number 3 jib near to the top 
of the island. Challenge took a wider line at the top 
mark and Sandoway inexplicably followed her and 
sat in her dirty wind for half a mile before easing 
away and escaping ahead.

On different tacks at 
the start. This was 

Rags’ last race.
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The Dutch charter 
crew aboard 

Sandoway highlighted 
the sportsmanship & 

camaraderie of sailing

At the top of the island rounding Selma Star had 
Sandoway a little ahead and Challenge a little behind. 
By the time we had reached the bottom – in the gap 
between Boracay Island and Caticlan - we had both 
of the other yachts a little ahead and Jun decided 
to replace the number 3 jib with an asymmetric 
spinnaker . . . with 30 knots of breeze on the star-
board quarter we started some serious surfing 
towards the finish, besting 9 knots frequently.

It was a wild ride and Selma Star broached at least 
twice before the clew of the spinnaker gave way and 
we hoisted the number 3 jib again. We simultaneously 
shook out the reef in the main and kept pace with 
the yachts in front, if there had been more time we 
would have replaced the number 3 jib with the number 
1 to be sure of victory but . . . a close finish on 
corrected time was certain and we speculated we 
had missed 1st by a few seconds.

While motoring back to the mooring area to await 
the final tally, top-flight racer Frank Pong’s 76-foot 
Jelik III came screaming through the gap between 
Boracay and Caticlan, topping 25 knots boat speed 
off the waves. Awesome!

When the results were posted, Selma Star had scored 
another 1st. Three first places out of four races meant 
that we could not be beaten for the overall Boracay 

Race Series (the Series includes the results of the 
Subic Boracay Race) but that we would have to race 
on the final day if we wanted to win the Boracay Cup 
Regatta.

On the final day of racing there were two windward 
leeward races. The wind had eased to a more 
manageable 18-20 knots and Selma Star confirmed 
her dominance upwind by winning both races.

In the last race, the Dutch charter crew aboard 
Sandoway, skippered by Klaas Huisjes, highlighted 
the  sportsmanship and camaraderie that is a 
hallmark of the sport of sailing with a most 
magnanimous gesture at the finish. Knowing that his 
Boracay campaign was over for another year without 
victory, Klaas deliberately stood Sandoway aside to 
allow Selma Star to take line honors in the final race 
in recognition of the Smurf’s sustained dominance 
throughout the Boracay Cup Regatta 2012.

Boracay Cup Regatta winners by class: Racing - Neil 
Pryde, Hi Fi; Cruiser Racer – Skipper Smurf Jun 
Avecilla, Selma Star; and, Cruising - David Wheeler, 
Freewheeler.

Selma Star will be back next year and the crew of 
Smurfs will no doubt be trying to outdo themselves 
with 1st places all the way.

The 2012 Boracay Cup Regatta and the Boracay 
Race Series were organized by the Saturday Afternoon 
Gentleman’s Sailing (SAGS) club of Subic Bay, under 
the auspices of the Philippine Sailing Association, in 
coordination with the Subic Bay Yacht Club, Water-
craft Ventures, Inc., the Lighthouse Marina Resort, 
the provincial government of Aklan, Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA), Philippine Coast 
Guard and the Subic Freeport Chamber of Commerce 
(SBFCC).

Sporting Smurf attire provided by Columbia and 
Quiksilver sporting goods and accessories through 
R.O.X.. 

30 knots on Boracay’s 
formula one sailing 

race track
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very year for the last 20 years, on Easter 
weekend (Friday through Saturday), sailing 

yachts come to Puerto Galera for the PGYC Easter 
Regatta. The event commemorates the founding 
sailing regatta of the Puerto Galera Yacht Club and 
is one of those events that yachtsmen come back to 
the Philippines for every year, if they can.

This year we expected the fleet numbers would be 
down a few boats because: Freewheeler was having 
a new gearbox fitted up North somewhere; Sorcerer 
had a broken rudder and was laid-up in Subic Bay; 
Windjammer had a well-dented ama, after colliding 
with a buoy while racing in Subic Bay; Rags had been 
de-masted in the Boracay Cup Regatta; and, Irresistible 
was sailed-out after the Hobie Challenge Rally. Also, 
couple of usually-participating boats from previous 
years (Kalayaan II & Southerly Change) had been 
sold to people outside the area and they were not 
expected to return.

On the first day however, the fleet numbered a very 
respectable fourteen boats (a larger fleet in fact than had 
been racing at the Boracay Cup Regatta in February) 
comprising: 12 keelboats and two Hobie 16s. The 
weather gods provided 8-10 knots on the first day, 
followed by 8-14 knots for the remaining days, under 
almost cloudless skies.

One of the features of sailing in the Philippines generally, 
and in Puerto Galera in particular, is that you don’t 
have to own a boat or even know how to sail to get 
a place aboard a yacht during a regatta. For the cost 
of a six-pack of beer or less, you can always find 
a yacht that has space and needs a little extra rail-
meat (to sit on the side for balance) – you just have 
to want to go sailing, and you will be welcomed. At 
the skippers briefing on the first day there were at 
least ten people who were looking for a ride aboard 
a yacht . . . all were accommodated, even if some had 
no knowledge of what was going to happen.

Two days prior to the racing, our Active Boating & 
Watersports team had set out from Subic Bay aboard 
S/Y Serenity and I had been asked by a friend in China 
if he, his lady and his buddy from Thailand could join 
and learn a few ropes. Skipper Garry Kingshott had 
agreed and they joined the Serenity crew for a fun 
weekend racing.

Whetted (or in the case of my friends, initiated) from 
our overnight passage from Subic Bay, when the race 
start time arrived on the first day we were ready to 
sail with intent, with the wishful expectation of victory.

The first day of racing saw the fleet head out across 
the Verde Island Passage towards the islands of 
Chicken Feather and Bonito. The regatta chairman 
had altered some of the racing courses from previous 
years, such that the slower, long-keeled cruising 
boats would only round the islands once but the 
faster, fin-keeled boats would have to round the 
islands twice before returning to the finish line off 
Haligi Beach. In our opinion, the handicapper should 
also have made a few handicap alterations from 
previous years too, especially to our arch rival 
Cocobolo. Predictably, on this first race day, 
although we made no tactical or handling errors along 
the entire course, we ended up a long way short of 
Cocobolo and a long way short of first place.

The post-race party was, as usual at the Puerto Galera 
Yacht Club, overflowing with free beer at the start 
and, being a Friday evening, was followed by the 

famous PGYC Friday Night barbeque, a lot of laughs 
and friendly ribbing about the results of the day.

Day two was a totally new course and one that promised 
some potential for a good finish for Serenity. A beat 
up to the Verde Island resort, followed by a long 
downwind run to Talipanan Beach and then a beat 
back up to the finish. We figured that, as Cocobolo 
did not have a spinnaker, we should be able to catch 
her on the downwind leg and hold her on the beat 
to the finish. 

E
20 Years Of Easter Sailing In Puerto Galera

One of the 
features of sailing 
in the Philippines 
generally, and in 
Puerto Galera 
in particular, is 
that you don’t 
have to own a 
boat or even 
know how to 
sail to get a 
place aboard a 
yacht during a 
regatta.

Words by 
MARTYN WILLES

Photographs by 
GIRLIE CERVANTES
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20 Years Of Easter Sailing In Puerto Galera
After rounding the mark at the Verde Island resort 
we were well placed we thought, with only Cocobolo 
and a couple of other yachts ahead, to pass. Well, 
we passed the others quickly but Cocobolo must 
have carried more breeze down to Talipanan than 
us because her lack of spinnaker made not one iota 
of difference – after eleven miles of fantastic down-
wind sailing under spinnaker, Serenity did not gain a 
single minute on her quarry. At the party we celebrated 
our second place bottle of rum and berated the 
handicapper once again for making no adjustments.

The final day came with the traditional shorter 
race to Bulabod Beach. We were determined to 
make no mistakes and to at last best Cocobolo on 
the water. As we hoisted the mainsail in 
preparation for our impending victory, we noticed it 
was parting from the bolt-rope just below the first reef. 
We would have to sail with a reefed mainsail. How this 

Above: Slalom Glade 
(foreground) preparing 
for the start in Puerto 
Galera Bay
Left: Dany II just before 
she passed us at Bulabod 
Beach

would affect our performance in 14+ knots of breeze 
we did not know, but we were about to find out.

Out of the Manila Passage from Puerto Galera Bay 
all went well. We tacked close to the beaches to gain 
benefit from the tide and to stay out of the chop; 
the reefed mainsail actually made Serenity a little 
easier to handle in the gusts, so no speed penalty 
there. But as we reached Escarceo Point and turned 
towards Bulabod Beach, the breeze eased to around 
8 knots. Now the reefed mainsail was costing us big 
time. We could not gain on the usually slower boats 



20 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

ahead and the faster boats behind were making 
ground on us at an alarming pace. Added to this, the 
breeze was sufficiently easterly (we had hoped for a 
little of the southerly component of the day before) 
that the return trip would probably not allow us to 
raise our spinnaker – our only advantage over many 
– until rounding Escarceo Point for the second time.

We were forced to allow Dany II to pass us while 
rounding the Bulabod mark and struggled to maintain 
good speed until finding Escarceo Point again.

At Escarceo Point we hoisted the spinnaker and set 
our course for the Small Lalaguna Beach mark but, 
when we arrived in the vicinity, it was apparent that 
the mark had drifted away. We gybed where the mark 
should have been and continued to press our spinnaker 
advantage as best we could towards the Long Beach 
turn, before the final sprint to the finish.

A hairy gybe in fluky winds just before Long beach 
nearly had us crushing coral but we escaped with only 
scratched nerves. We turned, in some good pressure, 
off Long Beach and then the wind just evaporated. 
We almost stopped. Meanwhile Sandoway, who we 
had kept safely behind us until now, rapidly closed 
and, steering very wide, caught the last of the pressure 
that had brought us to this point. We rued the shorter 
mainsail again, and the extra power it would have 
found with height in the light airs. 

With the spinnaker still up we ghosted towards the 
Manila Passage. There is always a goodly breeze 
tumbling out of the Manila Passage . . . 

Just ahead of us the water at the exit of the Manila 
Passage showed generous puffs of breeze and we 
braced ourselves for the next one that would surely 
take us skimming ahead of Sandoway (now a long 

Clockwise from the 
top: Teaching the 
newbies the ropes; 
Some yachts had 
almost no space left 
- West Wind on the 
return from Bulabod 
Beach; Some yachts 
had more space for 
passengers than 
others -  Aragorn 
heading for Chicken 
Feather island
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way to our lee) once again, but the puff never came. 
We continued ghosting through what should have been 
15-20 knots of breeze but wasn’t more than 4 knots.

Sandoway was well ahead and finished before we 
were clear of the Manila Passage, and others behind 
were closing in fast. We willed Serenity across the 
finish line and dowsed the spinnaker.

The post-race analysis was simple, without the full 
mainsail when it counted, the weather gods had chosen 
to favor others on this day and we had to settle for 
a fifth place.

Back on the yacht club moorings we rinsed our 
disappointment with a few San Miguel beers and some 
filling munchies. We soon headed for the yacht club to 
hear the final positions and to congratulate Cocobolo 
on yet another successful Puerto Galera regatta result.

At the clubhouse we discovered we had actually won 
third place overall, behind Cocobolo and Little Swan, 
so we really had something to celebrate and our 
disappointment evaporated like the breeze before. 

Our first-timer friends had thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience of sailing with intent, and they had had so 
much fun that they already marked their diaries for 
the Puerto Galera All Souls Regatta on 2nd - 4th 
November. The All Souls Regatta is famous for attracting 
the largest fleet of sailing boats in the Philippines (25+ 
yachts plus 20 dinghies plus, occasionally, a gaggle of 
Hobie 16s) to compete for the honor of being victorious 
on the day, and to have a bloody good time enjoying 
the sport of sailing – it really is more fun in the Philippines 
if you are sailing in Puerto Galera.

Time to party! 

The crew of Serenity 
after taking third 
place overall
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Most of Sea-
Ex is about 
the power 
of attraction 
but it is the 
science of 
power from 
water-traction 
that gets 
you to those 
hidden coves 
and beaches. 

Sea-Ex 2012 

Words by 
MARTYN WILLES
Photographs by 
GIRLIE CERVANTES

ea-Ex is beginning to achieve its original 
goals - to expose all of the ritz and glitz that 

truly expounds the Philippine nautical lifestyle. At 
the 2012 event at Esplanade One, Mall Of Asia, the 
message was clear: everything on or near the water 
is fun and something to jump into with both feet.

Whether you were looking for a luxury Lagoon or Bavaria 
yacht or simply a pair of Sperry Topsider yachting shoes 
then Sea-Ex 2012 had it all, and more . . . even Aero Tour 
helicopters, to get you to your yacht, were on display.

While some yacht manufacturers, like the Austral 
Asia Marine Navigator 3000 and Hammerhead, relied 
on the power of their engines and the elegant, wave-
caressing curves of molded fiberglass, Chaparral and 
Fairline added some natural curves from the modeling 
world to introduce the seduction of the waves.

Natural curves as well were being used to promote 
Scan Marine’s ATVs, perfect for the sand dunes 
around Laoag, and sports boats like the Raptor, 
from Team Nonino.

SShow 
Roundup

Left: Elegant, wave-
caressing curves of 
molded fiberglass;

Some added natural curves from the modeling 
world to introduce the seduction of the waves
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Thinking of building your own boat? Then Polymer 
Products and Poly Clear Composites could help with 
raw materials and when it comes to the deck then 
Flexiteak is a given. For power . . . .

Most of Sea-Ex is about the power of attraction 
but it is the science of power from water-traction 
that gets you to those hidden coves and beaches. 
If you knew an engine brand, for sure they were 
on hand to help you select but if you didn’t know 
then, Evinrude, Suzuki, Isuzu, Yanmar, Mercury and 
Cummins dealers were there to help. 

Of particular interest were electric outboard motors 
from Torqueedo and Minn Kota. The Torqueedo 
showed the widest range of power sizes and live 
demonstrations on the day piqued the interest of many.

Of course once you have found the power then transmission 
of that to the water becomes the challenge and ZF 
Philippines and Jefra Marketing were there to tell you 
how to get the torque you needed and Unilox would 
also provide a custom propeller of two.

Right: You could try 
most boats for size, 
like this Raptor
Below: From Broad-
water Marine and you 
could take home a 
kayak, an inflatable 
banana and more, at 
special show prices
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1997 model DT140 Suzuki 

Biminis/Ski Pole /Bait Board 

safety gear includes the 

following: v–sheet, 

8 x distress flares, spare 

key, oars, life jackets EAGLE 

MAGNUM 3 fish finder

Php 990,000.00

Cruise Craft Bow Rider Charger 506 
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For those who prefer to use the wind or power, Hyde 
sail were there to take your measure and give you 
the best deal possible from their sail loft in Cebu. If 
you did not understand the power of the wind then 
it was being demonstrated on the water daily by the 
youth of the Philippine Sailing Association.

Toys for the big boys, and also for the more modest 
budget, were available from Broadwater Marine 
and you could take home a kayak, an inflatable 
banana and more, at special show prices. For the 
wakeboarding crazy, AXIS and Starboard offered 
much, plus the top brand swimwear from Speedo 
and beach shoes from Rider. Going deep? then you 
needed Aquamundo or Aquaventure White Tip scuba 
gear and for safety you could tap the knowledge 
of a Viking. But when all was said and done you 
needed to take it all home and Hitch Pro had that 
answer, for almost any car.

Sea-Ex 2012 was indeed the nautical lifestyle event of 
the year and will be back again in March 2013 to tempt 
and titillate the passions for fun on the water.  

Upper right: Scan 
Marine’s ATV with 
curves;
Next: Fairline offered 
a selection of curves 
during the show;
Below: The power of 
the wind was aptly 
demonstrated by the 
Philippine Sailing 
Association
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Our goal: to master the board at speed and with grace;       Enthusiastic newbies registered and ready for action

Words & 
photographs by 

GIRLIE CERVANTES

Remember my article in the last edition of Active 
Boating & Watersports, about where I might 

find some summer fun for my kids this year? I chose 
wakeboarding. Here is the story of the fun.

Mid April, my son and I went on a mission to deliver 
magazines at Deca Wakeboard Park.  At the park,  
Operations Manager Choy Poblete, a familiar face 
from way back childhood years (not so very long 
ago), greeted us with a huge smile. He had seen the 
online edition of my article on the Active Boating 
Watersports website, and was very pleased to see me 
now delivering a hard copy. With hardly another word 
exchanged, Choy prodded me to fulfill the “written 
and published promise to my kids”; he offered them 
the opportunity to enjoy the ‘get wet’ experience, at 
Deca’s  expense, as a “thank you” for writing the 
unsolicited article.

The day of reckoning arrived. We were six enthusiastic 
newbies registered and signed up for an “introduction 
to Wakeboarding”.  Happily, the technical jargons, 
that were so alien to me during the previous mission 
here, were almost non existent and the 15-minute 
briefing and orientation was easy to understand. The 
instructions were very basic but are a ‘must do’ to 
avoid any untoward incidents.

As we prepare to take the leap, we were introduced to 
the kneeboard, to have a feel how it is to go around the 
lake. Each rider is provided with safety gear (floatation 
device and helmet), which must be worn at all times 
when riding at the cable park. For inexperienced riders 
like us, stunts are discouraged in fact we were told 
to avoid ramps and other riders, and to let go of the 
handle if we thought we would hit anything. 

My eldest daughter (hearing impaired) had declined 
the option to ride, so the bravest of the brood, my 
son, Kirk, took off first.
 
Taking off from the ramp, the key is to keep the handle 
close to the body and resist the pull. Successful with 
his start, I saw Kirk glide into the lake as the cable 
pulled him to the center. Enthralled by excitement and 
enthusiasm he went round the park until he fell off, 
for the first time, at the fourth turning point. Kirk said 
that the start off point and the fourth turning point 
are the hardest to handle because the cable seems to 
have more tension.

The cable park has five turning points marked by two 
orange buoys. The idea is to go in-between the buoys 
to make the turn. When in between the orange buoys, 
you need pull the handle back close to the body, stay 
low, to carry-on with the ride. As I watched more 
experienced riders execute the turns, it looked so 
simple, however, my first-hand experience didn’t quite 
seem so. 
 
Meantime, back at dock, I checked who among my 
girls had the guts to hit the water next. I knew my 
mini-me, Kiara, was a bit apprehensive but little did 
I know she would have a crying spell. The park staff 
were very helpful in helping Kiara understand the 
safety precautions and was offered to ride-tandem 
with no less than champion wakeboarder and park PR 
Manager, Jenette Beltran. For encouragement, Kiara 
was led to take a dip in the friendly water, just to 

Taking off 
from the 
ramp, the key 
is to keep the 
handle close 
to the body 
and resist the 
pull.

Summer Fun Found: 
Wakeboarding Davao

Below: Detailed 
instructions were 
provided before the 
first launch; 
Below right: Kirk, 
prepared for the 
kneeboard launch
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demonstrate how she will float in the event she lost 
her grip on the handle. 

While Kiara was getting sorted, Laurize, my son’s 
friend, did her trial round, to be followed by my little 
princess Fatra, who would ride the kneeboard with 
one of the park attendants. 
 
As Fatra went around the lake, giggles of joy, excitement 
and fulfillment from a 7-year old newbie filled the 
park. Her laughter was contagious and soothing to 
the ears of the attendants, trainers and, most of all, 
the proud momma. 

Having seen all my kids enjoy the ride, including my 
crying Kiara, I took my chance to ride. 

Prior to my take-off I knew I had a challenge because 
my helmet didn’t seem to fit my head. - my head 
is small  But I prove to be ‘hardheaded’, so I went 
unprepared for the kneeboard experience. With my 
helmet covering half my line of sight, I struggled to 
see what was ahead of me. Preparing to take the first 
turn, I tried as best I could to go in-between the 1st 
batch of orange buoys but I just couldn’t see properly. 
Alas! I had to let go of my handle for safety. I placed 
both hands in-front of the board to avoid tipping over 
then I used my right hand to remove the kneestrap 
and fell-over to the side.

While in the water, the lifeguard was watching my 
every move, I had done the biggest NO – NO of all  - I 
had taken my helmet off. He was calm but assertive as 
he prompted me to put my helmet back on and swim 
back at the designated exit. He told me to relax and 
watch out for the on-coming more experienced rider 
at my back. I learned later that the main purpose of 
the helmet is to protect you from other riders as well 
unmanned handles that could possibly hit you until 
you actually exit the water.

The day was still young and Kirk & Laurize were just 
getting warmed up. After having done three rounds 
at the lake on a kneeboard, they were ready to try out 

actual wakeboard. The two were just insatiable at this 
point, as they found the transition from kneeboard to 
wakeboard a great challenge.  

While I was still interested to take another ride, I had 
things to discuss with Jenette for the forthcoming 
Davao Summerfest Deca Wake Jam, a component 
activity of the Davao Summer Games slated for 
25 May, 2012, and the month-long Bohol Wakefest.

During the day, we were joined by several experienced 
riders practicing at the park. I observed them intently 
and saw what fun they were having from the start off 
point. While Kirk was having difficulty with how to 
take his stance, the experienced rider beside him just 
stood up and took a jump as soon as there was 
tension on the rope.

Finally Kirk decided he knew how to manage his rid-
ing stance, and he experimented on doing the easiest 
way of starting off, with a slider at the dock. Laurize 
followed suit, using the same start off technique. 

Challenged by not getting beyond three meters from 
the start, Kirk wanted to try again but before he could, 
there were others waiting. Next in line was champion 
wakeboarder Allen Aportadera, doing a Sit Start. Sitting 
on the dock, he started off with the wakeboard in a 
horizontal position and simply shifted to riding stance 
after he took off. Amazing! 

Everything was just too exciting and more-ish. My 
kids were grumbling that we had to leave just before 
lunch for some other business. And, I haven’t heard 
the last from them since because, despite exhaustion 
from the scorching heat, the adrenalin rush, the tension 
from the cable-pull and the balancing acts, this 
introduction to a “new world” of water sport, wake-
boarding, has been a wonderful experience. A two-
thumbs up for a must do sport.

A special thank you to Choy and Jenette, and all the 
staff at Deca Wakeboard Park for the opportunity. We 
shall return. 

Kirk solo on the kneeboard                                                                                     Kiara (left) and Fatra had a little tandem assistance for the first go

Kirk’s first, short 
wakeboard launch
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Negros is located in the Central Visayas region of 
the Philippine archipelago; South of Panay Island 
and West of its more famous partner, Cebu Island. 
Negros Oriental province occupies the eastern 
portion (not quite half) of Negros Island with a area 
of 540,230 hectares that encompasses 6 cities and 
19 municipalities and a total of 557 barangays. 
Within its embrace are two of the higher mountains 
in the Philippines: the smoldering volcano of Mount 
Kanlaon (2465 metres) in the North; and, Mount 
Talinis (approximately 1900 metres) in the South. 
In between is a rugged mountain range, which 
guarantees abundant rainfall for the partner 
province (Negros Occidental) to the West, and fills 
the lakes & rivers that cascade down the rugged 
slopes to the fertile plains of Negros Oriental.

  egros Oriental is a place for everyone who has 
    a passion for water sports and adventure. 

From corals and colossal caves to kayaks and pristine 
rainforest canopies, Negros Oriental delivers with 
an abundance that sometimes defies description in 
words alone.

Our Negros Oriental adventure started, predictably, 
at the Dumaguete City airport where we were met 
by Mr. JAC Señagan – Tour Guardian and (as we 
discovered) walking encyclopedia of Negros 
Oriental history and fauna, plus a little flora. Through 
JAC’s eyes we were able to visualize the past and the 
present of the province from the perspective of one 
who has watched it reinvent itself from sugar capitol 
of the Philippines to one of the most unique, adventure 
tourist destinations in Asia.

More than 
110 hectares 
of reef have 
been enclosed 
within marine 
protected 
areas in the 
vicinity for 
more than a 
decade; the 
results are 
simply 
beautiful, 
and bountiful.

Words by 
MARTYN WILLES

Photographs as 
credited: 

N

NEGROS 
ORIENTAL
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A by-product of the volcanism beneath Negros 
Island (and the Philippines in general) is that the 
island satisfies its entire requirement for electricity 
from geothermal power plants, and has much left 
over to “sell” to neighboring islands.

The fertility of the post-volcanic-era-soil of lowland 
Negros was recognized by the early Christian settlers 
but the island remained largely underdeveloped until 
the 19th century . . . underdeveloped because of 
the thick forest cover (reportedly: everywhere to the 
shoreline) and the frequent raids by the Moro raiders 
from northwest Mindanao. The Moro raiders, having 
had their eastward invasion of Mindanao halted by 
indigenous peoples, sought alternative expansion 
North. They frequently attempted to invaded Negros 
but, finding the forests so impenetrable, chose 

instead to persistently sortie to rape, pillage and kidnap 
natives from the coastal areas of the islands, to be 
made slaves . . . this, despite their professed adherence 
to Islam. The original inhabitants, ‘negritos’ (the 
indigenous Ati) and later, Malays (invaders from 
Borneo), did celebrate a few resounding victories 
over the Moro raiders (the municipality of Bacong 
is named in honor one such victory) but mostly they 
relied on early-warning-look-out towers and retreat 
into the forest as their best defense from the violent 
marauders.

In the mid-19th century, three significant factors 
transformed Negros into the ‘sugar capitol’ of the 
Philippines: using a fleet of armed steamships, Governor 
General Narcisco Claveria blockaded the Moro raiders 
in the Sulu Sea and caused them to sign a peace 

The vista of Tambobo 
Bay from artist Karl 
Aguila’s rooftop
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Island Marine 
Protected Area

dives, Negros Oriental must be at the top of most 
“must-dive” lists. Significantly perhaps, established 
dive-shops in more famous diving locations, such 
as Anilao, Malapascua and Puerto Galera, have all 
chosen Negros Oriental as the place to open their 
second dive-shop outlet.

The main event for scuba diving is without question 
the reefs that surround Apo Island. Apo Island has 
been at the center of a marine protected area since 
1982, and the fish know it. Those that shoal, do; 
those that don’t shoal, cruise about serenely or jostle 
for the best position to be immortalized in pixels. 
Hard and soft corals feast on the nutrient rich waters 
that gush out of the Tañon Strait, without fear of 
nets and trawls. 

More than 650 species of fish and 400 coral species 
have been recorded off Apo Island, as well as sea-
snakes, dolphins and whales. Every size and shape of 
marine creature has found a place somewhere along 
Apo’s reefs and walls or in its caves; every size and 
shape except, that is, for sharks. For regular encounters 
with sharks you should travel North to the Mantalip 
Reef, off the municipality of Bindoy.

Talk to any dive-shop in the vicinity and they all 
make the same bold claim: one of the guarantees 
you have when scuba diving off Apo Island is an 
encounter with turtles. Turtles have adopted Apo 
Island and, even when just snorkeling in relatively 
shallow areas, turtles will glide into view and many 
are sufficiently unconcerned for their safety as to 
even allow human contact, although direct contact 
is actively discouraged. If you were to prepare an 
“almost-guaranteed” list then it would include whale 
sharks and dolphins.

treaty with the inhabitants of Negros; sugar became 
a necessity rather than a luxury in Europe, creating 
a huge international demand; and, Nicholas Loney, 
British vice-consul to the Philippines, based in Iloilo 
(on the adjacent island of Panay), invented a new 
method of processing sugar cane into raw sugar that 
far surpassed the traditional methods borrowed from 
the Chinese. Negros quickly became the sugar capitol 
of the Philippines and much of the lowland forest 
cover was stripped to make way for vast sugarcane 
plantations.

When the World price of sugar progressively slid 
through the floor, in the years following World War 
II, the people of Negros were forced to diversify – 
Negros Oriental had already done much in this regard 
and was better prepared for the slide than its 
companion province, Negros Occidental. They 
replanted some of the unprofitable sugar cane 
plantations with alternative crops and indigenous 
tree species, to produce still much sought after hard-
woods, and, more recently, commenced a program of 
reef protection to restore a sustainable marine food 
supply; both initiatives have borne fruit. Coincidentally, 
the rise of tourism since the 1980s and particularly 
the recent interest in eco-tourism have meant that 
both initiatives have also presented Negros with 
potentially superb water sports tourism development 
opportunities. For example:

Scuba Diving Negros Oriental

Without doubt, Negros Oriental offers some of the 
most interesting scuba diving in Asia. It may not be 
dubbed the center of any area of marine biodiversity 
but for the recreational scuba diver, who wants to 
pack the widest variety of species into the fewest 
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In order to have access to the other wonders of 
Negros Oriental, many scuba divers prefer to find 
accommodation on Negros Island and then take a 
boat to dive around Apo Island. The dive-shop and 
resort on Negros Island closest to Apo Island is the 
Wellbeach Dive Resort, in the municipality of 
Zamboanguita. From the Wellbeach Dive Resort garden, 
overflowing with colorful flowers and shrubs, you 
can look out over the southern end of the Tañon 
Strait to Apo Island, which is just a few miles distant 
(closer it seems just before sunset) and then perhaps 
scoot off into Dumaguete City for a romantic diner 
along the Boulevard.

Once in the area you can also choose to dive many of 
the dive sites around the southern tip of Cebu Island 
or venture out into the Sulu Sea and explore the 
waters and white sand beaches of Siquijor Island. 
Negros Oriental is ideally situated for all destinations.

But, whether scuba diving or snorkeling, Apo Island 
is the jewel in the Negros Oriental crown, and it is 
only 30 minutes by boat from Zamboanguita.

The Twin Lakes

Our first non-scuba diving destination was the Twin 
Lakes, found at Barangay Enrique Villanueva in Sibulan; 
‘twin’ not because they are of similar size but because 
they share the same birth. Around 10,000 years ago, 
as a volcanic eruption of Mount Guintabon (1262 
metres) subsided, two lakes were formed in its crater. 
Divided by voluminous volcanic debris, Lake Danao 
is smaller and at a higher elevation (30 hectares, 55 
metres deep and at an elevation of 840 metres above 
sea level) than its larger twin, Lake Balinsasayao (76 
hectares, 90 meters deep and at an elevation of 830 
metres above sea level). 

Just below the Twin Lakes is a smaller coomb lake 
where, water-loving Indian Willow (salix tetrasperma) 
trees stand, apparently submerged by recent flood, 
but in fact enjoying their preferred habitat, with their 
roots and lower trunk submerged in clean, fresh water. 
The Indian Willow is found in only one other place in 
the Philippines – in the Liguasan Marsh in Cotabato, 
Mindanao.

At the Twin Lakes you can take a tour by paddled 
boat across Lake Balinsasayao and hike up to Lake 
Danao. Alternatively you can rent a kayak and paddle 
yourself around the lake perimeters. Paddling your-
self you more completely imbibe the ten-millennia-
old scenery and marvel more at the indigenous birds 
that flit and call from (seemingly) every branch of 
every tree that offers support to the virgin rainforest 

canopy . . . fortunately, the 
sugar barons never hacked 
their way this far into the 
high forest.

Under the guidance of tour 
guardian JAC, within a few 
watery paddle blades’ distance 
of the boat landing ramp we 
had our first encounter with 
the endemic Visayan Tarictic 
Hornbill (Penelopides panini 
panini). High in the trees 
above us, he (from the plumage) 
preened & observed, and 
waited long enough for us to 
inadequately capture a few 
pixels of his beauty. Almost 
immediately a white throated 
kingfisher (halcyon smyrnen-
sis) flew past and within minutes 
we had recorded a flaming sun-
bird (aethopyga flagrans) 
and a blue-napped parrot 
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First encounter: the 
endemic Visayan 
Tarictic Hornbill 
(Penelopides panini 
panini)
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(tanygnathus lucionensis) – unfortunately, their 
presence too obscured by foliage to capture with our 
boat-balanced lens and limited time.

Almost a dozen endemic bird species (plus a few 
score of the more geographically prolific) can be 
found in and around the Twin Lakes; progressing 
effortlessly by kayak is definitely the best way to 
observe the majority of them on any given day. 
Taking a camera, a packed-lunch and a flask of water 
for a day or two kayaking on the Twin Lakes will surely 
unwind the most wound-up corporate executive.

We left the Twin Lakes and the feast of plumage in 
the foliage, and trundled down the winding mountain 
road to find our first accommodation at the Sea Of 
Galilee, located along the beaches of Amlan, just 
North of Dumaguete City, where to capture our first 

Mojon, Maluay, 6218 Zamboanguita, Negros Oriental, Philippines
For billing: Famly Wellig  wellbeach@lycos.com  

(035) 400 31 59  /  0917- 300 46 74

Wellbeach Dive Resort
The Door to Apo Island

Swimming pool, 9 air-conditioned 
rooms, H/C showers, Swiss/

International Restaurant, 
scuba diving equipment rental, 

WiFi Internet, beautiful gardens, 
closest resort to Apo Island, 
22km south of Dumaguete

Wellbeach 1/4 Ad study1.indd   1 5/17/12   8:16:50 PM

The Danish Lagoon Luxury Beach Resort 
H.C. Andersens Boulevard, Paliton, San Juan, Siquijor, Philippines 

Cell #: +63 908.627.0975   Web: http://thedanishlagoon.com  
Email: info@thedanishlagoon.com

The Danish Lagoon
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conditioned rooms as well as beach huts for rent.

From Amlan we traveled South to Dumaguete City 
and the famous Silliman University. 

Dumaguete City

The Silliman Institute, as the university was originally 
known, was founded in 1901 by American Presbyterian 
ministries as the first venue for higher education in 
Negros. Today it is consistently listed as one of the 
top five universities in the Philippines. 

As a research institute, Silliman University’s importance 
to Philippine water sports cannot be overstated. It is 
within its hallowed lecture theaters and laboratories 
that many of the country’s major marine conservation 
and protection initiatives have been spawned. Based 
on research and erudite analysis of Philippine marine 
ecosystems, the conservation and protection of corals 
and endemic aquatic species have enabled the rapid 
growth of the vacation sports of scuba diving & 

snorkeling as significant foreign currency earners for 
the country.

Since 1974, the river, lake and saltwater habitats 
around Negros have been the beneficiary of the 
quality education in research offered at the Silliman 
University’s Institute of Environmental and Marine 
Sciences (IEMS). Close to 100 Philippine marine protected 
areas have either been established or assisted by 
IEMS within the Visayas and Mindanao regions.

In cooperation with Silliman University, former 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) chief Dr. Angel Alcala, himself a noted marine 
biologist, developed programs for artificial coral 
reef construction. Using discarded car tires and other 
materials, coral areas ravaged by unsustainable fishing 
methods and occasional typhoons have been restored. 
Dr. Alcala’s cooperative environmental programs have 
not stopped at the water’s edge: the indigenous, and 

endangered, Philippine spotted deer (rusa alfredi) 
has been the beneficiary of captive breeding pro-
grams in the province, further enhancing Negros’s 
attraction to nature loving tourists.

Apart from Silliman University, there are three other 
significant universities and numerous colleges of 
higher education in Dumaguete City, such that it is 
frequently referred to as the “university city”. As you 
would imagine, with such a high percentage of 
students amongst the population, there are many 
affordable entertainments and places to stay.

The Boulevard is a popular meeting place, where to 
watch the sunrise or to relax after a long day of study. 
Restaurants are the major attraction along and near 
the Boulevard, and a wide choice of establishments 
provide an economic selection of international and 
local fare.
 
A little back from the Boulevard we were introduced 
to the modestly sized Panda Ice Cream store. Here 
we were pressed into sampling their unique, all-

Panda Ice Cream’s 
unique deep fried all-
natural-ingredients 
fresh fruit ice cream
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BlueStar Dive & Resort welcomes 
you to the Philippine island of Bohol. 
Dive into an exceptional surrounding 
combining the best of Asia and the South 
Pacific. Remoteness provides calm and 
relaxed adventures.
Because diving holidays are more than 
just fish and the sea.

BlueStar Dive & Resort   
Ipo Candabong, 
6311 Anda, Bohol, 
Philippines   
Phone +63 919 453 60 90   
dive@bluestardive.com

Slow down. Dive now. 
          Discover new worlds. 
       Welcome to paradise.

natural-ingredients fresh fruit ice cream and soya juice. 
The most delicious offering was the deep-fried ice 
cream selection: similar to but different from baked 
Alaska, it comprises a ball of ice cream in a dough 
wrapper, deep-fried to a golden brown; served hot, 
with the ice cream still frozen inside.

With fully sweetened palate we were primed for our 
journey South to the Lake Balanan mountain resort 
in the municipality of Siaton, on the southern tip of 
Negros Oriental.

Lake Balanan and The Waterfall

You may recall that the Twin Lakes (mentioned earlier) 
were created by an ancient volcanic eruption. Lake 
Balanan has a similarly dramatic history but more 
recent and from a different event. On 5th May, 
1925, a significant earthquake near the municipality 
of Siaton caused a major landslide in the mountains 
and blocked the exit of a river valley. The river and 
the nearby springs kept flowing and subsequently 
created, and filled, what is now Lake Balanan.

Our new Canadian friend above the rain 
swollen falls above Balanan Lake
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As a thunderstorm rumbled around the mountain 
tops outside we ensconced ourselves in the Lake 
Balanan restaurant and enjoyed a delightful lunch of 
native chicken in coconut milk, fried chicken, some 
healthy noodles with locally grown vegetables. While 
the rain poured in torrents without, we were joined 
by a Canadian tourist who had chosen a tree-house 
room at the Lake Balanan resort for an overnight 
stay. We joked with him about the real and mythical 
tree-dwellers he might encounter later that night, 
before inviting him to join us on our expedition across 
the lake to the waterfalls.

As if on cue, as we finished our post-luncheon coffee, 
the rain abated and, with raindrops still bulging on 
the leaf-tips of the enormous, adjacent balete tree 
(ficus philipinenses), we set out across the lake in a 
paddled boat. 

It was not far before tour guardian JAC pointed out 
a collared kingfisher (todirhampus chloris) and an 
emerald dove (chalcophaps indica) along the shore; 
a little farther and a pair of black-naped orioles 
(oriolus chinensis yamamurae) moved rapidly from 
perch to perch, half hidden within the perimeter of 
the rainforest cover. As the afternoon progressed so 
to did our appreciation for the variety of exotic bird 
species still to be recognized here in the mountains 
of Negros. If I was a birdwatching enthusiast, I can’t 
think of a more accessible place to sate my passion 
than Negros Oriental.

Landing at the far side of the Lake Balanan, we 
followed a well worn trail beneath African-
sized acacia trees, along the river bank and finally 
ascended the hewn steps along the gorge that leads 
up to the waterfall. The thunderstorm had deposited 
a huge amount of rain in a very short time and the 
river was in spate. Full and muddy, the waterfall was 
picturesque by virtue of its fluid & audible volumes, 
rather than the classic beauty in the publicity 
pictures. Along the way we tried to catch a fast-
moving snake in the grass and came face to face with 

a spider the size of a Canadian’s hand that was sucking 
the essence from an unfortunate, half-devoured, 
completely-unrecognizable specie of flying insect.

Where the water finally exits Lake Balanan, and 
resumes its pre-1925 water course, there are two 
springs that have been channeled into bathing 
pools. Here you can soak away the tiredness from 
trekked-out legs by floating in the shade of the forest. 
The pure, rock filtered, spring water also provides 
for birds and colorful dragonflies; if you dip quietly, 
a Philippine magpie robin (copsychus saularis) will 
surely come chirping by.

Reluctantly, we bade goodbye to Lake Balanan 
and our newly found Canadian friend . . . contacts 
exchanged, he promised to report on his night in the 
tree-house, once he returned home.

On our return to Dumaguete City we dropped by 
the relatively undiscovered Tambobo Bay. Here we 
met with the Auxiliary Coastguard Commander and 
shared a few sailing stories while the sun set across 
the Sulu Sea. We would have to return to this place . . .

As we drove the rough road, up and out of 
Tambobo Bay towards the highway, a brace (but 
separately) of Visayan scops owls (otus nigrorum) 
were momentarily captured in the car’s headlights.

Princess Binay and the Mabinay Caves

So far, tour guardian JAC had told us of the many 
accounts of heroism - of the island’s natives against 
the Moro raiders and the Filipino resistance against 
Japanese occupation - that have given names to 
places around Negros Oriental. As we traversed the 
mountain ridge, by the road that links Negros 
Oriental to Negros Occidental at its waist, to the 
municipality of Mabinay, we learned of more ancient 
mythology that gave meaning to place names.

In these mountains, before recorded time, there lived 
two tribes: the Ilog and the Mangyan. The tribes 
frequently came into conflict over territory but, as 
fate would have it, Princess Binay of the Ilog and 
Binto of the Mangyan fell madly in love. Datu Ilog, 
Princess Binay’s father, refused to accept his daughter’s 
love for an enemy and, so it is said, with a spear, 
he murdered Binto. Consumed with grief, Princess 
Binay ran into the hills where she finally sank to 
the ground, her tears flowing uncontrollably; as the 
parched ground absorbed her impassioned tears the 
Earth itself opened up and swallowed her to reunite 
her with her lover.

At the very spot where her tears fell, and where she 
was drawn down into the soil, a bountiful spring 
appeared . . . a spring that has ever since flowed with 
such consistency and volume that there has been 

Mabajo Cave: then 
we came into a large 
chamber with a 
skylight, created by a 
fallen roof
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sufficient water for both tribes to use and to prosper. 
Forever after the spring has been known as Mabinay 
and, so strong is this mythology in the psyche, the 
name has been extended to encompass the entire 
municipality through which the Ilog and Namangyan 
rivers flow.

Whilst the source of the spring is now explained, 
mystery still shrouds its connection to other water 
courses across the municipality. In recent years, dyes 
have been placed where the water exits the Mabinay 
Spring Lake beneath the spring, in an effort to trace 
which river or stream it ultimately benefits. The dye 
has never been seen in any waterway yet explored.

Today, the Mabinay Spring is set in a forest park, 
amongst established rainforest trees – a reforestation 
project started some 70 years ago. Cottages are 
available for rent within the park, as are kayaks for 
use on the lake. This year (2012) the spring is receiving 
a facelift in an effort to make it more accessible to 
increasing numbers of tourists, drawn by the purity 
of the water and the mystique surrounding its origins. 
And, as Mayor Ernie Uy explained, a zipline is about 
to be added, traversing the lake, to make the spring 
even more the focal point for fun and celebration in 
Mabinay.

Out of the blue, Mayor Uy invited us to go “night 
swimming” in the spring, something that the notices 
around the park would appear to discourage. Initially 
I thought, “what a wonderful idea”, but then it 
occurred to me that perhaps the Princess was 
aiding his suggestion - I recalled that many years 
before I had been cautioned that “night swimming” 
was the one thing I could voluntarily choose to do 
that could shorten my life below 82 years. I declined 
Mayor’s generous offer. However, from that moment 
on, little things started to go wrong on our expedition: 
personal items were mislaid and a note book 
disappeared completely. It was suggested that the 
Princess may be somehow involved . . . or was it just 
coincidence?

Mayor Uy also confirmed that within 2013, three new 
adventures would be added to Mabinay’s inventory 
of outdoor sports: white water rafting, river trekking 
and bungee jumping off the Kauswagan Bridge.

That afternoon we visited two of Mabinay’s “beginners 
caves”: the Panligawan Cave, reportedly used by 
secret lovers in times long ago; and, the Pandanihan 
Cave, where the indigenous people once offered 
marriage vows.

Mabinay has around 300 limestone caves of 
which some 45 have currently been explored and 
documented in some detail; of the 45, only eight are 
open for general access. The restrictions are partly 
due to the technical difficulty of some of the caves 

HOTEL IVORY & CONVENTION CENTER
Buntun Highway,  Tuguegarao City,  Cagayan
Phone Nos. (078) 844-2249/1275, 846-3903; 
TeleFax No. (078) 846-1722
Cellphone No.: 09228836307
e-Mail Address: ivoryhotelsuites@yahoo.com
Website: www.hotelivorytuguegarao.com

H O T E L   A N D   S U I T E S

Ivory Hotel Ad.indd   1 2/20/12   1:34:02 PM
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and partly due to the need to protect the formations 
and fauna found inside - until adequate education 
and policing can be implemented.

Of special interest, Mabinay is home to (at least) the 
second longest cave in the Philippines. At reportedly 
8.7 kilometers in length, and with a drop of 80 meters, 
Odloman Cave vies with the famous St. Paul’s 
Underground River Cave system in Palawan for the 
top position. In the 1980s a Filipino-Belgian caving 
team measured the 8.7 kilometers of Odloman Cave 
and could possibly have gone farther, except they 
lacked the technical equipment to traverse a large 
waterfall - effectively terminating their exploration. 
It is hoped that a more experienced and better 
equipped international caving group may soon take 
on the challenge of going beyond the waterfall, and 
possibly elevating Odloman Cave to the top spot in 
the Philippines.

The “beginners caves” were exactly that: almost 
completely dry, walk in, pretty calcium carbonate 
formations, a few bats & swifts, and not much else. 
The second, Pandanihan Cave, was a little more 
interesting and would have perhaps excited us 
further had it not been for some nervousness 
amongst our cave guides concerning the presence of 
a serious looking snake, reclining on a rock next to 
the preferred trail through the boulders (it showed 
a strong resemblance to a non-venomous smooth 
scaled mountain rat snake  (zaocys luzonensis) but 
we are still trying to identify the snake precisely). If 
you have never been inside a cave before then these 
two will give you a brief introduction, and the 
municipality have thoughtfully provided a concrete/
limestone access pathway, with supporting ropes at 
appropriate locations, to aide access.

For dinner we enjoyed a meal at Andrew’s Diner in 
the town – an al fresco restaurant with naturally and 
human sculpted timbers, designed to provide a feel 
for one of the end-products of the rainforest. The 
Andrew’s Diner menu is almost entirely authentic 
Filipino and the price is very affordable. In fact, 
Mabinay is very affordable.

We slept well that night at Honey’s Relax Inn, beside 
the Mabinay Spring park. The Relax Inn is one of the 
very few inns we have visited where the designer 
understands how to make a small bathroom larger 
by simply installing the door such that it opens into 
the bedroom instead of into the bathroom.

With morning came news that we were to visit one 
of the “more advanced” wet caves in Mabinay. Off 
we trundled into the brush, aboard a bright orange 
Willis Jeep. Along the way we passed farmer families, 
dressed in their Sunday best, on their way to visit 
one of the 26 religious orders that have attached 
themselves to the hillsides of Mabinay. As our Jeep’s 
wheels came to rest in a gully beside a nipa covered 
shelter, we expectantly leaped out and donned our 
hardhats and headlamps.

The entrance we used to access Mabajo Cave was 
normally the cave exit, the reason given was that the nec-
essary rappelling equipment, required to enter through 
the normal entry, was not available on the day.

Climbing down a bamboo ladder our excitement 
grew as the unmistakable fragrance of fresh, fruit-
bat guano wafted up from the large hole into which 
we were descending. To our right the river gurgled 
out of a fissure and a few bats flitted into our field 
of vision. We crossed the shin-deep river as the darkness 
slowly enveloped us. Across a silty bank we left our 
footprints; round-topped stalagmites amongst the 
forms to our right and then we came into a large 
chamber with a skylight, created by a fallen roof.

The river continued down and exited the chamber 
under an overhang in complete darkness. Further 
progress was “too difficult” we were told, as it would 
require us to fully submerge and crawl through a 
short passage to the next chamber. Casting the 
beam of my headlamp down into the area of the 
disappearing river, a thousand tiny pairs of bats’ 
eyes, like a thousand Corgi cars, stared back from 
the blackness where I knew the roof must be.

It became clear that this cave was considered 
advanced only if one rappelled into it from the lip 
of the skylight, otherwise it was a beginners cave. 
Somewhat disappointed, after our truly “advanced” 
wet caving expeditions around Davao del Norte, we 
retraced our steps and ascended the bamboo ladder 
into the mid-morning sunlight.
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Sharp stalactites and 
rounded stalagmites 
in Crystal Cave
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Cantomucad, Loon, Bohol
for more information

& reservations, contact:

(0916) 268 6145 or
(0917) 304 1894

WANNA SEE SOME 
MONKEY BUSINESS?   

IN THEIR 
NATURAL 
HABITAT 

Our bright orange Willis Jeep retraced its sometimes 
precarious route back to the highway and we headed 
for what was billed as “the best” cave: the Crystal Cave.

The Crystal Cave is close to the caving tourism center, 
where all caving activities in Mabinay normally start. 
We took the path through the forested area behind 
the tourism center and descended the short flight of 
concrete steps leading to the cave entrance.

An iron grill was unlocked and we stepped onto a 
steel pathway that disappeared into the darkness. 
Normally, we are told, the cave is lit by a series of 
spotlights, strategically located to enhance the 
spectacle of crystalline, stalactite and stalagmite 
formations, but on this day we relied upon our head-
lamps. Above us were a few swift nests and a couple 
of bats noisily navigating the cavern; there were a 
few cave crickets and a large, resident spider, which 
suggested other small fauna visited the cave from 
time to time.

Truthfully, the crystalline structures are impressive 
but so to was the magnitude of the destruction of 
formations, reportedly wrought by the construction 
of the steel walkway and the installation of the lighting. 
If you want to see some of the potential beauty of a 
wet cave then Crystal Cave gives you a taste.

One of my favorite corals: table top coral (acropora hyacinthus) on Mantalip Reef

M
ar

ty
n 

W
ill

es



44 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

We waved goodbye to our spelunking friends in 
Mabinay and retraced our journey of the day before, 
down the winding road, with its panoramic views of 
Negros Oriental, to the municipality of Bindoy 

Snorkeling Mantalip Reef

The coastal road, North of Dumaguete City, is 
alternately lined with large swathes of mangroves 
and wide open vistas across the Tañon Strait, toward 
Cebu Island. Everywhere the water looks clear, fresh 
and inviting.

In the town of Bindoy we parked at the municipal 
pier and, in the company of the Joel Zerna (tourism 
officer) and Richard Balauro (department of 
agriculture), we boarded a power boat and headed 

out across the calm waters towards the Mantalip 
Reef Inn, located close to the edge of the reef.

In a few minutes we landed at the dock of a rather 
unique platform, two kilometers from the shore. The 
platform has been (and is from time to time) used as 
a base for marine research and is recently expanded 
to include an overnight, self-catering “inn” for tourists. 
The self-catering inn comprises two bedrooms with 
en-suite, each good for two to three persons; barbeque 
cooking facilities, fresh water and electricity are 
provided. Sewage and waste water is collected 
in tanks beneath the structure, from where it is 
periodically decanted and taken ashore for disposal.

It is hard to describe the tranquility achievable here: 
no cars, no tricycles, no honking horns, no rumbling N
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Mantalip Reef Inn 2km from shore - fantastic snorkeling and a seductive sea breeze
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WATER
WITH

Ergonomically designed to provide a safe and 
comfortable ride, the backrest adjusts to 4 
positions for the perfect fit. Includes built-in 
cup holders and integral carrying handles.

Lightweight, portable, durable and easy to 
handle. Foot pedal steering, single handed 
sail control and carbon fiber mast (so light 
you can lift it with a couple of fingers).

A unique water sports product, Aqua Cycles
are fun, safe, rugged, low maintenance and 
very easy to ride.  

ORDER NOW. LIMITED STOCKS. 
Demo units made in USA available in July 2012
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air-conditioners and no karaoke; just the fresh sea-
breeze, the occasional splash as a smaller reef fish 
attempts to evade the pursuit of a larger reef fish, 
and the occasional call of a sooty tern (sterna fuscata).

Beneath and around the Mantalip Reef Inn are dozens 
of bright blue starfish (linckia laevigata) and a resident shoal 
of, maybe, one hundred blackspot snapper (lutjanus 
fulviflamma). Large shoals of various species of 
juvenile fish can be seen venturing timidly from the 
relative shelter of the concrete piles and overhangs, 
perhaps on their first full exploration of the reef 
since their birth in the nearby, dense mangroves and 
sea grasses that have protected them to this point.

Best visited in the habagat season (May to November), 
the Mantalip Reef inn, for only Php2,500, offers the 
round-trip boat ride and a night’s sleep for two in 
one of the most spectacular water-bound locations 
in the Philippines.

Bring you own food or recruit your favorite local 
eatery to pre-package your meals – you cannot take 
anything from the sea here. If you rent both rooms 
(Php 5,000) then it could alternatively be a totally 
unique “glamping” destination, with your own 
butler/maid service.

For active recreation you simply must snorkel the reef. 
Near to high tide, Mantalip Reef is teaming with fish, 
displaying every color of the rainbow. As low tide 
approaches most of the larger fish slip over the edge 
of the reef into the deeper water and leave the smallest to 
play amongst the huge variety of soft and hard corals. Even 
with an overnight stay at Mantalip Reef you would be 
hard pressed to explore all of the possible snorkeling 
locations that lay within minutes of the inn . . . you 
will want to come back again.

Table top coral (acropora hyacinthus), one of my 
favorite corals, is found here on Mantalip Reef in 
pristine condition. The sheer variety of corals, in this 
marine protected area, is dazzling.

More than 110 hectares of reef have been enclosed 
within marine protected areas in the vicinity for 
more than a decade; the results are simply beautiful, 
and bountiful. Previously, the area was devastated 
through the use of illegal fishing methods, such as 
dynamite and cyanide; average catches dropped to 
little more than one kilo per day, per fishing boat. 
Today, although fishing within the marine protected 
area is completely banned, catches within waters 
adjacent have grown to more than four kilos per day, 
per fishing boat. Proof that marine protected areas 
work for everyone – increased tourism and increased 
catches for the fishermen.

The marine protected areas also provide valuable 
research opportunities for colleges. At the time of 
writing, here in Bindoy, a team from University of 
the Philippines (UP) Diliman is researching the 
dependencies between mangrove, sea grass & coral 
habitats, and how marine organisms benefit from 
continuity of protection across the boundaries of 
each habitat.

We left the Mantalip Reef Inn reluctantly. We 
returned to shore and headed South once again, to 
return to Tambobo Bay.

Timbers & Art in Tambobo Bay

Tambobo Bay lies within the municipality of Siaton 
and has long been a refuge for fishermen. The bay is 
located at the most southerly point of Negros Island 
and offers a safe refuge from the occasional storms 
that pass over the North of the island. It has also 
offered safe anchorage to cruising yachts that travel 
frequently through the Visayas, on their way from 
the West Pacific to Borneo and beyond.

The western shore of the bay, closest to Siaton town, 
is littered with broken fishing boats with exposed 
timbers, and other boats in various states of repair. 
By contrast, the eastern shore has remained largely 
pristine except for the construction (recently) of a 
few inns and family holiday homes. The mouth of 
Tambobo Bay faces Zamboanga del Norte, on the 
island of Mindanao, just 55 kilometers distant. The 
western approach features a determined reef, that 
has recently been designated a marine protected 
area and marked by a string of white buoys.

We wanted to take a photograph of the entire bay, 
with all the fishing boats & yachts, and tour guardian 
JAC said he knew just the place. We bumped along 
the dusty road that circumnavigates the bay stopping 
only to observe (and try in vain to photograph) an 
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Collared kingfisher 
(todirhampus chloris) 
surveys his territory 
at the mouth of 
Tambobo Bay
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Danao City, Cebu Island, Philippines 6004
For more information, contact: 

Zeke and Roxane Stefanski  
Tel. (032) 200 41 25  /  Mobile: 0916 302 74 13

Zekes 1/4 Ad.indd   1 5/17/12   7:16:15 PM

STEVENDEANS
MARINE SERVICES

San Antonio, Jubay, Liloan, Cebu, Philippines
For more information, contact: Raffy Tambalo 
Tel. Nos. (032) 406 1399  /  (032) 426 3029

Mobile: 0919 669 8874 / 0922 870 4280
Email: raffytambalo@yahoo.com / milatambalo@yahoo.com

Stevendeans 1/4 Ad.indd   1 5/17/12   8:29:24 PM

G
ir

lie
 V

er
va

nt
esDumaguete’s famous 

landmark, originally 
a watchtower to warn 
of Moro Invaders 
approaching



48 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

emerald dove, and to sate our thirst with fresh young 
coconut juice, direct from the newly harvested nut. 
The road finally took us to the hilltop at the head 
of the bay from where, regrettably, the bountiful 
trees obscured the bay’s extremities; disappointing. 
The inimitable JAC came up with a plan and, with 
one mobile telephone call, was able to secure an 
appointment the following morning with Tambobo 
Bay’s most famous artist and, more importantly, 
permission to photograph from the roof of his house. 

While returning to our starting point, beside the 
fishing boats, we were able to capture an image of 
a pair of white breasted wood swallows (artamus 
leucorynchus): one sitting calmly on a branch while 
the other (probably the male) would occasionally flit 
off and demonstrate how to soar the hilltop breeze.

Nothing happens very fast in Tambobo Bay. Trees 
grow as fast as trees grow and boats are repaired 
as fast as people want them to be repaired or as 
fast as materials can be sourced and shipped from 
Dumaguete City (whichever is the slowest) . . . or 
from Cebu or somewhere more distant in time and 
space; the daily rise and fall of the tides is about the 
fastest thing in the bay.

Mayor Ator, of Siaton, would like things to move 
faster. He plans to enable the building of a roll-
on-roll-off (ro-ro) ferry terminal in the bay and has 
started a major road widening & concreting initiative 
to make his plans come true. The logic is that vehicles 
to and from Zamboanga will have to travel less far 

by ship to Tambobo Bay than to the traditional port 
of entry near Dumaguete City, and this, according to 
proponents of the plan, will make the Tambobo Bay 
port more attractive than Dumaguete to road hauliers. 
Unfortunately, it will also destroy the tranquility and 
beauty of the bay forever.

One of the Philippines’ quaintest beach resorts, that 
absolutely typifies tropical island living, is the Tongo 
Sail Inn, aptly described as the “Beach Resort for 
Boat Lovers”. It is nestled amongst the trees on the 
southern tip of the eastern entrance to Tambobo Bay, 
just beyond the boat repair yards. The Tongo Sail Inn 
is owned and operated by the family of Nigel Roberts. 

A shipwright by profession, for fourteen years Nigel 
has been training local craftsmen how to build and 
repair boats using wood and fiberglass. His small resort 
and boatyard operation employs members of 25 
families from within the local community, and he was 
recently popularly voted Station Commander of the 
Auxiliary Coast Guard squadron, based in the bay.

A future that includes a ferry port perhaps seems less 
attractive to Nigel, as he is currently building a large, 
double-deck catamaran, aboard which he plans to 
sail off and explore the Philippines islands, taking 
paying passengers on adventures of discovery. After 
a long evening exchanging seafaring stories and 
accommodating passing tourists (from as far away as 
Minnesota), we spent the night in one of the Tongo 
Sail Inn cottages. 

The cottages are designed to transport the visitor 
to a time when civility meant you did not have to 
lock your door or even close your windows; at Tongo 
sail Inn you simply open everything and lay under 
a mosquito net while the forest animals & birds 
serenade your slumber. 

The washroom doors here also, sensibly, open into 
the bedroom and not the bathroom but it would not 
matter much as the ‘bathroom’ is actually a generously 
proportioned, walled enclosure that is open to the 
stars - you can freely ablute, with bulbul, tree lizards 
and magpie robins as audience.
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Artist Karl Aguila transforms old-hardwood into modern sculptures and furniture

The only evidence of competitive sailing 
in Tambobo Bay - three one-person trimarans
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PADDLE - PEDAL - SAIL

HOBIE PHILIPPINES

Kayaks - Sailboats - Parts - Accessories

SHOWROOM:  2F BMW Autozentrum, Commerce Avenue, Ayala Alabang, Muntinlupa City 4037769
                                          

EMAIL: hobie@e-2-door.com  PHONE: (632) 867-8608  MOBILE: +63-918-9999-E2D
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After waking to the dawn chorus of forest birds, 
showering with Mother Nature’s voyeurs and eating 
a hearty breakfast, Nigel offered to take us on a tour 
of the bay in his little motor boat; we gladly accepted 
the invitation and set off to view the scores of yachts 
and fishing boats that lay peacefully at anchor.

Much of Tambobo Bay is lined with mangroves – 
essential habitat for spawning fish, birds and other 
wildlife - behind the mangroves are coconut plantations 
and then steep hills, largely covered with lowland 
forest trees. Much of this will be erased if / when the 
ro-ro ferry port arrives.

At the head of the bay we discovered the only valiant 
attempt at organized competitive water sports – a 
trio of one-person sailing trimarans were moored in 
front of a resort, and reportedly a sailing competition 
is held every year at the time of the village fiesta.

We thanked Nigel for his tour and explanation of 
every strange development that was taking place at 
Tambobo-pace around the bay, and headed out by 
road to keep our appointment with Tambobo Bay’s 
most famous artist.

Karl Aguila has chosen the commanding views from 
the hilltop at the head of Tambobo Bay to make is 
home-cum-studio-cum-office. A serious artist, Karl 
has a feel for old-hardwood – timber that has been 
used before in houses and boats – which he transforms 
into unique pieces of furniture and sculptures. His 
clients are corporations and wealthy homeowners 
from around the World. There is nothing flimsy about 

Karl’s creations and, in this modern consumable-
World, they offer a timely reminder that the timbers 
of old can be reused and beautifully reborn, and in 
rebirth help prevent the cutting of new trees.

Karl is currently encouraging other artists to move to 
Tambobo Bay with a vision to create a Negros center 
for arts here, where the clean air and tranquility along 
the hilltop will be their inspiration. Apparently three 
have already agreed . . . 

From the rooftop of Karl’s house/studio/office we 
were finally able to get the picture of the Tambobo 
Bay, in its entirety.

How To Get To Negros Oriental

You can get to Negros Oriental by air, with daily flights 
from Manila (NAIA) to Dumaguete City, aboard Cebu 
Pacific Air and Philippine Airlines. Cebu Pacific Air 
also have scheduled flights from Cebu/Mactan every 
morning but local sources suggest that these flights 
are subject to passenger-load factors and are 
frequently canceled at the last minute.

You can get to Negros Oriental from Manila by road 
with daily bus services from Ceres bus line, that will 
take you from Manila to Dumaguete City via Batangas, 
Calapan, Roxas Town, Caticlan, Iloilo and Bacolod. 
This is a long haul but if you plan to break the journey 
at places along the way then it is an option.

You can get to Negros Oriental by sea from Cebu City 
where there are multiple ferry companies that offer 
frequent sailings. At the time of writing, Superferry 
also sail once a week (Monday) from Manila to 
Dumaguete City.

Where To Stay in Negros Oriental

Where to stay in Negros Oriental depends on where 
you want to visit, and what you want to do while you 
are there; the options are varied and can suit almost 
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Cebu Pacific Air and Philippine Airlines fly daily to Dumaguete

Apo Island from the municipal pier at Zamboanguita, where all ferries depart
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PHILIPPE TARSIER RECREATION INC.
Km. 16 Hoyohoy, Tawala, Panglao Island, Bohol   Tel: 0917.5266001   www.philtarsier.com / Philippe Tarsier

A tropical botanical 
garden and animal 

sanctuary that cover 7 
hectares, showcasing 

over 3,000 species and 
varieties of tropical 

plants, as well as our 
extensive selection of 

stone and bronze 
statues and sculptures.

The museum, a 
“cabinet de curiosites” 
of European, Asian and 
African arts. A 
collection acquired by 
Nicolas Moussempes 
over 40 years of 
traveling around the 
world.

TARSIER BOTANIKA TARSIER ARTISTIKA

BOTANICAL GARDEN, ANIMAL SANCTUARY,
ART MUSEUM, FRENCH CAFE, RESTAURANT,
BOUTIQUE, DIVING, HORSE BACKRIDING
AND PHOTOGRAPHER’S PARADISE

The Cafe Exotica’s 
recipes is a creation by 
Patricia Moussempes 

 
from the Parisian 
patisseries specializing 
in the art of traditional 
French pastry and
breadmaking.

TARSIER EXOTIKA

A diverse choice of 
European and Asian 
cuisine focusing on the 
use of fresh herbs from 
our garden and exotic 
spices from around the 
world. We aim to capture 

the freshest quality of 
ingredients.

TARSIER PAPRIKA

opening end of 2011

Exclusive gifts, fashion 
jewelry and lifestyle 

home products from the 
Philippines and imported 
from other parts of Asia. 
We continously source 

for new and exciting 
items to add to the 

”Philippe Tarsier Boutik” 
collection.

PHILIPPE TARSIER BOUTIK

Tarsier Aquatika operated 

recreational and technical 
diving. Laurent and 
Yohanna are dedicated to 
all forms of diving, 
teaching the techniques 
and knowledge from 
PADI, CMAS and TDI.
email: pranabohol@gmail.com

TARSIER AQUATIKA
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Activity Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bird Watching * * * * * * * * * * * *

Dolphin watching * * * * *     * * *

Island hopping * * * * * * * * * * * *

Kayaking * * * * * * * * * * * *

River Trekking (2013+) * * * * *     * * *

Sailing (Tambobo Bay) * * * * * * * * * * * *

Scuba diving * * * * * * * * * * * *

Snorkeling (Apo Island) * * * * * * * * * * * *

Snorkeling (Mantalip Reef)     * * * * * *  

Trekking * * * * * * * * * * * *

Wet Caving / Potholing * * * * * * * * * * * *

White Water Rafting (2013+) * * * * *     * * *

any budget. There are many economical travelers’ 
inns located in almost every town; travelers’ inns typically 
have a choice of fan or air-conditioned rooms, some 
have hot & cold showers, and many have small 
restaurants attached. There are also dormitory 
accommodations in Dumaguete City. The higher 
priced accommodations, with full facilities, are 
limited to the municipalities of Dumaguete City, 
Dauin, Zamboanguita and Apo Island.

The places we can recommend, because we visited 
them, are:

Dumaguete City
Moriah Pensionne Inn - friendly, convenient to the 
Boulevard, basic restaurant, inn rooms (air-conditioned), 
H&C water in bathrooms, inexpensive.
Tel. #: +63 35 422-9973  Mobile #: +63 917 314-3441

Tambobo Bay (Siaton)
Tongo Sail Inn – friendly, natural gardens, bamboo/nipa 
cottages with terraces (fan), H&C water in bathrooms, 
bathrooms open to the stars, tranquility guaranteed, 
international menu in restaurant, inexpensive.
Mobile #: +63 919 593-9232

Bondoy
Lantalip Reef Inn – out on the reef, modern rooms 
(fan), H&C water in bathrooms, self-catering, 
tranquility guaranteed, modestly price.
Mobile #: +63 939 472-3227 & +63 905 117-8313

Zamboanguita
Wellbeach Dive Resort – the closest dive resort to 
Apo Island, beautiful gardens, air-conditioned H&C 
water in bathrooms, international menu in restaurant, 
modestly priced.
Tel #: +63 35 400-3159

Dauin
Bahura Resort – well appointed modern resort hotel 
rooms with terraces, air-conditioned, H&C water in 
bathrooms, international menu in restaurant, expansive 
lawns and large swimming pool, higher priced.
Tel #: +63 35 400-5254 & +63  2 892-3477

Mabinay
Honey’s Relax Inn – closest inn to Mabinay Springs, 
beautiful gardens, bamboo/nipa cottages (fan) 
or modern rooms (air-conditioned), basic eatery, 
inexpensive.
Mobile #: +63 919 592-6720

Tongo Sail Inn: bamboo and nipa cottages and washrooms with a view of the stars
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Words by 
DAVID WHEELER 
Photographs by

JOEY ZABALLERO

The support fleet learned just how quickly the Hobies were travelling! 

However, 
there was an 
unfortunate 
incident: one 
powerboat 
ended its 
rally here, by 
colliding with 
the reef.

The Philippine Hobie Challenge is one of the 
most exciting events in the Philippine sailing 

calendar. It was started in 1999 by a group of sailors 
who wanted to combine exploring the country with a 
fun factor. They chose exciting routes through beautiful 
islands at times of the year when one can expect 
mostly strong winds: hence the expression “Challenge”. 
Regular participants have seen more of the Philippines 
than most ordinary citizens! 

By 2003 the very success of “the Challenge” was 
becoming a concern. As more boats entered, the 
commitment to maintaining the challenge element 
brought mounting safety issues. A decision was taken to 
open the event to a rally of cruising yachts that would 
patrol the extremities of the courses, to keep watch 
over the Hobie fleet and provide radio links between 
the race officer and rescue teams. The first event to be 
run this way was in 2004 from Boracay to Palawan 
via Amanpulo; it had a support fleet of two keelboats. 
Since 2005, there have been up to five cruising yachts 
taking part each year. This is the 2012 cruising rally
report from the perspective of S/Y Freewheeler.

The Hobie Challenge 2012 support fleet was further 
expanded to invite larger luxury cruising catamarans, 
following a chance conversation wherein Robin Wyatt 
mentioned that he was organising a rally for the 
“Lagoon” class of catamarans, that he both owns and 
represents in the Philippines. His idea was that it would 
give the Lagoon owners the opportunity to sail together 
as a group, to more adventurous places. As a result, 
five Lagoons joined the regular support fleet, having 
voyaged together from Punta Fuego, with stops at 
Paluan Bay, Apo reef and Maricaban Bay on the way.

The Hobie Challenge also aims to illustrate what a 
wonderful sport sailing is particularly here in the 
Philippines, where the weather is perfect and the 
archipelago offers many of the best cruising areas in 

Asia, if not in the world! It should encourage more, 
particularly young people, to join the sport.

The waters around Palawan are some of the clearest 
anywhere and all along the route one could compare 
the crystal clear shallows with the deep blue sea, where 
the depth drops to hundreds and sometime thousands 
of feet. The event organisers had chosen superb sites 
for stopovers and arranged excellent food and plenty 
of beer, wine rum & cokes; entertainment took place 
ashore each evening. After dinner the daily results 
would be announced with attendant banter and everyone 
enjoyed the music of Jude - the travelling guitarist who 
came with us all the way. A highlight was the flying of 
Chinese lanterns by the various winners, in addition 
to the frequently requested LED light dances by Jana 
Franke Everett, a race competitor from Germany.

We congregated on Saturday, February 10th at the 
Balinsasayaw Resort on Uson Island, which faces the 
dramatic karst cliffs of Coron Island and enjoys a reef 
that provides snorkelling accessible from the beach. 
We spent a splendid evening there and all the participants 
had the chance to introduced themselves. We are 
most thankful to Balinsasayaw Resort for providing 
exceptional support and for going the “extra mile”.

However, there was an unfortunate incident: one 
powerboat ended its rally here, by colliding with the 
reef. Happily, nobody hurt and the boat was re-floated 
with the help of the Hobie rescue team and others 
who spontaneously came forward. She was beached, 
patched and towed away for repairs. Fortunately, 
there were no further major casualties throughout the 
event and it did serve to highlight the advantages of 
travelling in a group.

On the water, Sandy Sandoval’s converted trawler 
“Novena” provided support for the whole event. 
Responsibility for laying the racing marks and rescue 

Philippine Hobie Challenge Rally 2012
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boats was coordinated by Johannes Zehethofer. The 
rally fleet assisted them, with radio support, principally 
from Harry Taylor in Irresistible, Robin Wyatt in Double 
Trouble and myself in Freewheeler.

Sunday, Feb 11th, was the opening event with little 
to do for the majority of cruisers, we had the luxury of 
chilling out to prepare for the coming days. The Hobies 
set off at a flying pace but, in the lee of Coron Island, 
the wind died and they had to be towed back!  Some 
by Double Trouble, some by Novena, some by Pursuit 
and the remainder by bancas.

That was the last time towing was needed as the wind 
rose steadily throughout the remainder of the event, 
often to 25 knots (approximately 50 kph), with big seas. 

Leg 2, was the first distance race for the Hobies and 
took the fleet to Malcapuya Beach for the finish. It 
was a most beautiful day with clear skies and “fair 
winds” at the start, increasing.  

Malcapuya is gorgeous. The team recording the finish 
had the best view - on top of a small hill that afforded 
a wonderful vista of the sandy white beach, the shallows 
and the surrounding islands.

Tuesday, leg 3 took us through the Linapacan group 
of islands to the pristine island of Manligad; there 
were big waves & strong winds, and many capsizes 
in the Hobie fleet but no serious consequences, and 
no dramas amongst the cruisers. On arrival we were 
hosted by Peter Ponnet, who runs an exclusive resort 
on the neighbouring Ariara Island.

Hats off to our host who treated the group to a 
wonderful dinner, with lechon and quantities of catch-
of-the-day, a huge bonfire on the beach and a superb 
breakfast the following day.

Philippine Hobie Challenge Rally 2012

Above: Pangaraycayan Bay the best anchorage, enabling the fleet to anchor in close proximity
Below middle: To the pristine island of Manligad; big waves & strong winds, and many capsizes

Lowermost: Community outreach donations included solar powered lights
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Wednesday, leg 4, again took us out through the 
beautiful Linapacan Islands, this time to the northeast 
tip of Palawan. The Hobies and the support yachts 
zigzagged through the islands in very challenging 
conditions: one Hobie was dismasted. By now we in 
the support fleet had learned just how quickly the 
Hobies were travelling! Freewheeler set off early along 
the route and was quickly overtaken. The remainder 
of the fleet took various short cuts directly to the next 
location: Pangaraycayan. 

Pangaraycayan is the base camp of the Tao adventure 
group and here we were met by Eddie Brock who 
discussed his organisation’s environmental ethics, 
which are very much in keeping with the objectives 
of the Challenge, including undertaking “outreach” 
to the local villages. During community outreach 
activities, donations include: educational materials, 
toothbrushes and solar powered lights.

Pangaraycayan Bay was the best anchorage we had 
during the whole event and enabled all the fleet to 
anchor in close proximity. An early finish provided the 
opportunity to swim and visit each other, boat-to-
boat, and to meet those we missed earlier.
 
Leg 5, was the last leg; destination El Nido. Very strong 
winds at the start and some concern over leaving the 
shelter of Pangaraycayan Bay! The prospect outside 
was two-metre waves and 25 knots of wind. Everyone 
made the exit without incident and, once round the 
point, it was a fast downwind reach towards the El 
Nido resort at Maniloc Island.

The final approach to Maniloc Island was upwind, and 
interesting. The race officer had charted a magnificent 
route through the towering, majestic limestone 
islands of El Nido, with their associated wind-shadows 
and heavy gusts! 

El Nido resorts protect their reefs and advised us by 
radio that there were no anchorages available, but 
they did make recommendations. The rally fleet made 
individual decisions as to where to anchor and 

arrangements were made for pick-up to the arrival 
party, held at El Nido’s beach club on a neighbouring 
island. The resort laid on a splendid dinner complete 
with entertainment by their staff.

Friday, the final race day, was Fiesta-day in El Nido 
town. As the cruiser fleet started making preparations 
to return home, the Hobies competed over three 
individual races. These started from Maniloc Island, 
passed through El Nido Bay and finished on the ‘mainland’ 
of Palawan, where the boats would be dismantled and 
returned to their home base at the Taal Lake Yacht Club. 

The evening awards party at the El Nido beach club over-
flowed with camaraderie, thanks and memorable speeches. 

From the rally point of view, our thanks go to: Jerry 
Rolin for his ongoing support for the cruising section; 
and, Monchu Garcia and Joanne Symes for managing 
the nitty gritty of everything else. Our most sincere 
gratitude too to everyone involved, in particular the 
overall organisers from PHINSAF, co-chaired by 
Roman Azanza and Rex Puentespina.

Two speeches were most memorable and sum up much 
of what was experienced, briefly paraphrased here:
Monchu Garcia shared with us that after a particular 
bad bashing of wind and waves he suddenly broke 
into song! His sailing partner/daughter, Bianca, asked 
him why, to which he replied “there is no where else 
on Earth I would rather be at this moment”.

Andrew Locke (Australian but with a home in the 
Philippines) observed that he works his life away all 
year but here at the Challenge is where it all becomes 
worthwhile.

All of us in the rally fleet would surely echo these 
sentiments. This was a wonderful event that we look 
forward to joining again.

For information about forthcoming Philippine Hobie 
Challenges you can visit http:/www.hobiechallenge.ph. 

Previous Philippine 
Hobie Challenges:

HC1  2000  Lucena to Boracay   
HC2  2001  Maya Maya to Maricaban 
HC3  2002 Vigan to Subic   
HC4  2003 Donsol to Alegre, Cebu 
HC5  2004 Boracay to Club Paradise 
HC6  2005 Malapascua to Panglao Is
HC7  2006 San Jose to Boracay   
HC8  2007  Hermana Major to Club Paradise
HC9  2008 Sorsogon to Surigao   
HC10  2009  Laiya to Boracay 
HC11  2011 Lucena to Boracay   
HC12  2012 Coron to El Nido

Rally fleet participants 2012:

Tututango owned by Jun Villanueva
Freewheeler owned by David Wheeler
The Judge owned by Renie Ticson
Pursuit owned by Tony Gonzalez
Irresistible owned by Harry Taylor
Paraluman owned by Raul Bulaong
Tiburon owned by Ramon Garcia.

Lagoon catamarans joining 
the rally:

Double Trouble owned by Roban Wyatt
Zamboanga owned by Freddie Garcia
Lulu owned by Chut Cuerva
Querida Mia owned by Eric Puno          
Mee Mee owned by Tong Ang

Uppermost: A high-
light was the flying of 
Chinese lanterns by 
the various winners
Next photo: Everyone 
enjoyed the music of 
Jude - the travelling 
guitarist
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All Clammed Up In Subic Bay

Development, of a kind, has recently further blighted 
the northern shores with the construction of the 
Hanjin shipyard, that employs thousands and is 
hailed as a great triumph of international commercial 
cooperation. However, now the shipyard needs more 
power and so a coal-fired power station is being 
constructed to further pollute Subic Bay. 

“It’s the cleanest ever (power station) in the Philippines” 
I am assured by one of the project management staff, 
and “it will produce less pollution than the cars and 
jeepnies that ply Olongapo’s streets”. Even if that 
dramatic claim is true, what about the mining operations 
for the coal and what about the carbon dioxide released? 
Are these pollutants in your calculation? “Er . . . No”

The giant clams that once proliferated here have 
all but gone, like much of the Subic Bay Freeport’s 
underwater treasures: stolen in the night for profit. 
The meat of the clam is reportedly delicious raw, as 
kilawin, and the shells have been sold to tourists as 
mere ornaments or, the juveniles, as soap dishes and 
ashtrays.

And so it was with great interest that I happened 
upon the bubbly Ms. Ameth dela Llana-Koval and 

By enhancing 
the marine 
ecosystem 
with giant 
clams, that 
will also filter 
the crud out 
of the water, 
serve as nursery 
grounds for 
fishes and will 
increase coral 
reef health.

ubic Bay is a bay with two personalities, 
resulting from almost 100 years of American 

colonization.

On one side there is the legacy of the U.S. armed 
forces, who occupied the southern half of the Bay 
and used it as a strategic location for elements of 
its Pacific Fleet. On the northern shores are the 
burgeoning civilian communities of Olongapo City 
and Subic town, that once serviced the various 
passions of thousands of transient U.S. servicemen. 

The former coincidentally kept the shores pristine 
and forested, above and below the waterline. Since 
the U.S. servicemen departed, their bugling pockets so 
easily seduced for dollars that no pilfering of the Bay 
was necessary, the latter have run the risk of overusing 
the Bay to the point where the forests have all but 
gone on the North shore and the waters yield almost 
nothing of value for a hard day’s toil under a tropical sun.

Since the handover of U.S. bases in 1991, and the 
installation of a civilian administration to continue to 
“protect and manage” the southern half on the Bay, 
the ostensibly continuously protected areas have 
been pilfered by those encroaching from the North. 

Words by 
JULIET SOLAR
Photographs as 

credited: 

S

Clams are tagged & numbered for future research                                         Happy smiling clams back in the water at last
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was invited to a “clam seeding” operation. Ameth works 
for the Ecology Center of the Subic Bay Metropolitan 
Authority (“SBMA”). SBMA is the civilian administration 
of the Subic Bay Freeport Zone and has come in for 
many salvos of flak regarding its commercial and 
environmental policies up to now.

With an active team of enthusiastic contractual staff, 
who really do have the ecological sustainability of the 
Bay at the forefront of their agenda, Ametha and I, 
and four dive boats, filled with equally enthusiastic 
scuba divers, set out for southeast corner of the 
protected area of the Bay.  With us, wrapped in damp 
clothes and packed in styrofoam crates aboard a 
SBMA Seaport Vessel manned by Philippine Merchant 
Marine Academy cadets, were 210 juvenile giant 
clams, just smiling to be released.

The goal was to place the three-year-old clams on 
the seabed, to rehabilitate the Subic Bay coral reefs 
and enhance marine ecosystem, at the same time to 
become a scuba diving and snorkeling attraction for 
thousands of tourists every year.

“Why this particular place to put the clams?” I asked.

“Because it is one of the few places that we can 
be sure we can protect . . . we seeded before beside 
Grande Island but those clams were all stolen” Ameth 
confirmed.

The three-year-old clams come from a breeding center 
in Bolinao, Pangasinan; the breeding center is run as a 
project of the University of the Philippines. The giant 
clams are bred to seed areas of the Philippines where 
clams were once indigenous but where they have 
been stripped by greedy thieves and under-informed 
fisher-folk. A three year old giant clam measures ap-
proximately 18-21cm shell length and weights about 
750 gms; each clam costs Php 725.

“The money to purchase the clams comes from fund 
raising activity dubbed as ‘Takbo para sa Taklobo’ 
(run for giant clams) last December 9, 2011 and  
raised Php 84,000!” Ameth confirms.

Over a period of two hours, all 215 giant clams were 
carefully unpacked, labeled and placed on the seabed 
in about fifteen feet of water, North of Ocean Adventure. 

Amongst our group of enthusiastic clam seeding 
scuba divers were five young girls from the Casa 
Kalayaan International School based in Subic Bay: 
Mikyla Pownall, Tania Guy Pownall, Joanna Lyla 
Pownall, Michelle Marie Prieto, Maria Francesca 
Prieto. Participation in the clam seeding event was 
part of the school’s environmental awareness education 
program and their enthusiasm for the clams was obvious. 
Although they had missed part of the reason for the 
project, they were oriented and trained before they 

participated in the activity. They even joined the Giant 
clam management and monitoring seminar conducted 
by the UP Marine Science Institute in January. The 
project intends to encourage stakeholders participation 
in protecting, enhancing and conserving the marine 
resources of Subic Bay for the benefit of residents 
and, especially, tourists. 

Increases in tourist numbers is good for almost every-
one insomuch as every tourist needs to get around 
Subic Bay, eat around Subic Bay and sleep around 
Subic Bay . . . they will probably also buy an “I Love 
Subic Bay” T-shirt and maybe some Aeta handicrafts 
and wild honey. By enhancing the marine ecosystem 
with giant clams, that will also filter the crud out of 
the water, serve as nursery grounds for fishes and 
will increase coral reef health, they are spreading an 
increasing wealth to all the future generations in all 
corners of the Bay, instead of to just a few thieves 
whose only interest is in a one-time-fix from a fist 
full of pesos.

Supporting the clam seeding operation were Subic 
Bay dive shops, represented by Johan’s Beach & 
Dive Resort and the Boardwalk Dive Center plus 
PNP Maritime division, DML and Redondo Peninsula 
Energy Inc. The SBMA Harbor Patrol was the main 
transportation vessel for all clams up to the point of 
seeding. Ironically, Redondo Peninsula Energy, the 
company that is currently involved in construction 
of the coal-fired power station, also donated to the 
program . . . am I being too cynical in suggesting 
that this was just good PR for them? Perhaps. But 
their man on the spot - Mr. Grant Smith - seemed 
genuinely pleased to be putting something back 
even while he was defending the environmental 
degradation that the power station is already causing 
(and will continue to do so) in the environs of Subic 
Bay and beyond.

For more information about how you can help promote 
tourism by restoring the marine ecosystem of Subic 
Bay, contact the Ecology Center of SBMA: +63 47 
252-4157 and ask for Ameth - she is a breath of 
fresh air in an increasingly polluted environment. 

Scuba divers from 
around Subic Bay all 
pitched in to unwrap 
the clams

Kasa Kalayaan 
International School 
girls enthusiastic about 
their role in the clam 
seeding
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CLASSIFIED ADS from PhP 750!
Power Boats • Sailing Yachts • House & Lot 

Businesses • Motor Vehicles
Call: 02 551 4587 / +63 918 963 8177
E-Mail: info@activeboatingwatersports.com 
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