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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Water sports are blossoming all around the country in 2012 but nowhere more it 
seems than in Cagayan, in the northeast corner of Luzon, where the Pacific Ocean 
mixes it up with the West Philippine Sea. Long hailed for its excellent sport fishing, 
Cagayan is hosting new facilities and venues for almost all other water sports. 

During the months of January and February, the Active Boating & Watersports 
team visited Santa Ana and Claveria, as guests of the Department of Tourism and 
the local government units. In our tale of two towns you will discover that the spirit 
of competition has empowered public and private investment in all things watery 
and sporty. We also discovered some fascinating wildlife and flashes of history, dating 
back to the Spanish colonial era, that make Cagayan a near-perfect destination for 
anyone visiting the Philippines for water sports and much more.

One of the most noteworthy discoveries was a new yacht club, about to open in 
Santa Ana. Noteworthy because, yachts traveling to the Philippines from Taiwan, 
Japan and Russia have previously had nowhere to tie up North of Laoag. Now, for 
the first time, they will be able to tie up to moorings or drop their hook and share 
some excellent seafood and a cold beer with like-minded souls right at the tip of 
the country.

With the northeast monsoon now well established over much of the country, sailing 
and most other wind driven sports are definitely favored. Our summer calendar is 
splashed with sailing, kiteboarding and windsurfing events, throughout Luzon and 
into the Visayas; some of these events we will cover for the next edition.

Favored also, according to sources, is the new Department of Tourism slogan: it’s 
more fun in the Philippines. The slogan is cropping up at almost every promotional 
opportunity, either as compliment or as jest, and across the Internet it has been 
socially acceptable to add great humor to the fun. It seems as though the time was 
right to step away from the trusted “Wow Philippines” and focus on the fun.

As the Philippines finally starts to sell the fun it is critical that the infrastructure is 
deployed to support the increasing numbers of fun-seeking visitors. News that new 
airports are coming online in Misamis Oriental and Cagayan will be a boon for both 
domestic and international travelers but, the airlines have to be responsive too.

In this edition we were to have exposed some of the fun & un-fun ways to fly 
around the country and to recognize the best and the worst airlines. Unfortunately, 
we ran out of space before we could announce the accolades in detail so in summary, 
through direct experience: the “best airline customer service” award was credited 
to Zest Air; and, the “worse airline customer service award” was credited to AirPhil 
Express. AirPhil Express actually garnered the “worst-ever” airline customer service 
award for most flights canceled at the last minute, for simply the worst 
possible complaint handling and for a corporate policy to keep passengers’ money 
from tickets purchased but subsequently, arbitrarily canceled by the airline at 
check-in. Maybe in the next edition . . .

Many of you will have received this magazine when you visited the Sea-Ex 2012, 
Philippine boat show (3-5 March) at the Mall Of Asia. Whether you were there to 
buy a kayak or a superyacht, we trust that you will enjoy reading about this most 
wonderful archipelago and you will subscribe to all of our future editions as we 
highlight water sports around the country.

It is now three decades since I first took a dip in these deliciously warm and friendly 
waters and I can confirm that it truly is more fun in the Philippines . . . if you 
engage in boating & water sports.

Martyn Willes
Consulting Editor
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Its More Fun In  The Philippines

SUPERYACHTS 
DISCOVER...

Superyacht TV along 
side in Subic Bay
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The reason is partly 
location and partly 
improvements in 
infrastructure. For 
example, in Subic 
Bay, owners can fly 
direct into the Subic 
Bay International 
Airport and be 
aboard their yacht 
within fifteen minutes 
of landing. . . .

all length of more than 257 feet to play with you 
might be surprised to learn that superyacht TV is 
designed to carry a maximum of only twelve guests. 
These twelve will be cossetted in six luxury berths 
and served by up to 32 crew. Such is the luxury of 
space that superyacht owners expect.

Superyacht TV dwarfs other recent arrivals in Subic 
Bay: the 51-metre Double Haven, and the 40-metre 
Mirragio, both beautiful 
motor yachts but small 

S

Its More Fun In  The Philippines

           uperyachts that used to come to the Philippines 
         did so in secret; privacy and seclusion was the 
objective. I remember when one such superyacht ar-
rived off Puerto Galera in 2007, just long enough 
to dive the famous Canyons dive site off Escarceo 
Point. Staff at Asia Divers, who supplied the dive-
master, were sworn to secrecy; the next morning the 
yacht was over the horizon.

Built by Lurssen Yachts of Germany, the latest super-
yacht arrival is the 78.5 meter, “TV”. With an over-
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by comparison. There are other yachts in Subic Bay 
at the moment that are classed in the superyacht 
category, such as the 55-metre Ark Angel, 
refurbished (for the third time) there by Harbour 
Yacht Services, but none are quite as striking as TV.

In February, Double Haven, Mirragio and Ark Angel 
set sail for Puerto Galera in convoy, on the start of a 
“discover the Philippines” cruise. 

So why is the Philippines getting so much attention 
from superyacht owners now?

The reason is partly location and partly improvements 
in infrastructure. For example, in Subic Bay, owners can 
fly direct into the Subic Bay International Airport and 
be aboard their yacht within fifteen minutes of landing. 
. . . plus, there is so much to discover in the Philippines 
that few of their ultra-rich friends have ever seen. 

Within less than a day sailing they can visit “the center of 
the center of marine bio-diversity” (according to the 
Smithsonian Institute) in the Verde Island Passage; 
another day or two sailing and they have a choice 
of being cossetted ashore in any one of a handful 
of the most exclusive beach resorts on the planet. 
If they have their own helicopter (many of them do, 
secreted on the aft cabin top or deck) they can flit 
off to any one of a hundred pure, white-sand beaches 
where they will be the only sunbathers or, if needs 
be, they can hop to any one of the Philippines’ 
domestic airports from where they can jet away to 
attend to business. There is really no other place on 
Earth like the Philippines.

There is more: in Subic Bay there are all of the facilities 
to undertake maintenance and repairs. There is the 
mammoth floating dock, leftover from the U.S. 
occupation, that can accommodate pretty much any 
size of yacht, for cleaning and structural work below 
the waterline. The salary structure of skilled craftsmen 
in the Philippines, and the availability of quality 
materials, make refitting a large yacht a very cost-
effective option - there are always one or two large, 
private yachts being converted or refitted along the 
dockside in Subic Bay.

And, for those who do not have their own helicopter 
strapped on the aft-deck, there is always the Subic 
Seaplane: ready to fly guests and even hydroponic-
fresh vegetables to most corners of the Philippine 
archipelago.

There will soon be other superyacht facilities around 
the country too: the new marina beside Mall Of Asia, 
Pasay City, slated for completion, in 2014, can 
accommodate them; and, the mayor of Loon 
(Bohol) is promoting Cabilao Island for a superyacht 
marina development. In Subic Bay itself, the current 
basic facilities are being expanded within this year 
to embrace the extended needs of the toys of the 
ultra-rich, as the port vies to become the superyacht 
center of Asia.

Geographically, actually, Subic Bay is already the 
center of South East & East Asia - that’s why the 
U.S. Navy located its Pacific Fleet there for the best 
part of a century - but its potential as a superyacht 
center has not been promoted previously, because 

M
ar

ty
n 

W
ill

es

Superyacht Miraggio 
visiting Puerto Galera
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few have considered superyachts a sizable enough 
tourist market - focusing instead on selling the 
astounding beauty and wondrous adventure of our 
archipelago to upmarket-backpackers. In this respect, 
the Philippines is an example perhaps of the future-
Earth, in Douglas Adams’ Hitchhikers Guide To The 
Galaxy, after they shipped all the middlemen, consultants 
and telephone sanitizers off into space – only the 
truly productive and the ultra-rich are left . . . would 
that it was so.

In 2006, when the 55+ metre Lady Christine (currently 
on the market for 28-Million Euros, reduced from 
36-Million) stopped in Puerto Galera for a few days... you 
just had to see the fun the owners had with their water toys, 
while ensconced in one of the most beautiful bays in the 
World, to know that there was a market in the making.

Inadvertently, I am sure, Microsoft co-founder Paul 
Allen has also had something to do with the rising 
popularity of the Philippines as a superyacht destination. 
Paul Allen’s 60-metre superyacht, Méduse, has been 
a frequent visitor to the Philippines over the past 
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decade, while her owner has entertained himself and 
his guests, scuba diving and playing with a variety 
of water toys before whirling away in his helicopter. 
Although Méduse was put on the market for sale in 
January of this year, at the probably give-away price 
of 26.5-Million Euros, I suspect Paul will return to 
the Philippines with his 125-metre Octopus, or bring 
his mid-size, 92-metre Tatoosh, in its place.

What makes a yacht a superyacht? Fifty years ago 
the benchmark was anything over 100-feet in overall 
length; there are now at least a thousand of such 
yachts around the World of that length so the modern 
term “superyacht” refers to a private luxury yacht 
with an overall length of 45 metres (around 150 feet); 
and, progressive elitism requires that any luxury yacht 
above 100 metres (around 328 feet) be referred to 
as a “megayacht” (or sometimes a “gigayacht”).

Apart from its length (and price tag) what distinguishes 
a superyacht is that it is usually built in partnership 
with the owner. In other words, each yacht is a one-
off, custom designed to suit the particular quirks and 
idiosyncrasies of person footing the bill. A superyacht 
is typically designed in two stages and built in two 
parts: a naval architect designs-in the style, strength 
and performance for the shipbuilder to build; and, an 
interior designer designs-in the luxury and ambiance 
for and an interior decorator to finish. These four 
specialized job functions are managed by an overall 
project manager, appointed to achieve the desired 
end-result, delivered on-time and in-budget.

The naval architects and the interior designers come 
from all around the globe but, you would be hard 
pressed to find a superyacht shipbuilder outside of 
Europe . . . Germany being by far the most popular 
place to build them. However, with the burgeoning 
economy and the elitist aspirations of its nouveau 
riche, China (following Japan’s example with luxury 
cars of the last century)  is starting to develop the 
shipbuilding skills required and has already started 
eating into the market from the bottom up.

Superyacht Lady 
Christine ensconced 
in Puerto Galera

Superyacht Double 
Haven drop the hook 
in Puerto Galera
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********

Watch this space for more information about the 
upcoming developments for the superyacht industry 
in the Philippines. In the meantime, I will be happy 
to sail the Philippine islands as crew on any 11- to 
17-meter sailing yacht, with rabbit-hutch berths 
and no helicopter pad. If you are one of the lucky 
few, and you see me sailing by, please remember the 
international rule of the sea: no matter how large 
your motor yacht is, motor gives way to sail.  

Paul Allen’s Meduse regular in Subic Bay, now for sale
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Subic Super Yacht Haven (SSYH) is developing water-
front property in Subic Bay, Philippines, as a super 
yacht maintenance hub and new large yacht marina. 
The Company will offer a full range of services needed 
to support super yachts, crew and owners.   
SSYH is now seeking a Service Manager with a 
successful track record in the maritime industry, 
experience working with super yachts and industry 
knowledge of the Philippines.   
All services offered by this manager to be executed 
to the highest international standards, with utmost 
professionalism and morale character.

Send cover letter & resume to:  sysubic@gmail.com

Now hiring

SERVICE MANAGER
Subic Bay – Philippines
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hey say that all sailors need to start racing is 
for there to be two boats on the same stretch 

of water. There are also many other reasons why a 
race may be organized: the reason for “Rich Pillicer 
Hot Shower Regatta” is one of the less common.  

Mr. Rich Pillicer, who sails at the Taal Lake Yacht Club 
(TLYC) often, realizing that the TLYC shower rooms do 
not have a working hot shower anymore, he offered 
to donate a shower heater, not only so that he could 
have a hot shower but for all other sailors to enjoy the 
same, after a day of sailing.  In response, to recognize 
Rich’s generosity, TLYC Commodore Peter Capotosto 
offered to organize a regatta named in honor of Rich’s 
donation.

Rich is also an active member of the Philippine Home 
Boat Builders Yacht Club (PHBYC) and so, as the 
majority of PHBYC members are also members of 
TLYC, the stage was set for a Small Boat regatta to 
be organized, racing under the Portsmouth Yardstick 
(PY) handicap system – a handicap system where 
boats are handicapped based upon their actual 
performance rather than some theoretical measure of 
potential. Thus, the Rich Pillicer Hot Shower Regatta 
was born, with the inaugural event scheduled for 10th 
December (2011); The Organizers obtained additional 
sponsorship from Verbena, Tuff Ply and Polymer 
Products. Being co-organized by the TLYC and PH-
BYC, and using the PY handicap system, the regatta is 
open to all sailing dinghy designs.

Race day offered light to moderate winds across 
Taal Lake, the first starting gun was postponed until 
after lunch in the hope that the wind would pick up; 

it did, but still just only up to 13 knots. The starting 
line was dominated mostly by home-built boats: 
two Summerbreezes, a Kalayaan (PHBYC’s wooden 
version of the Mirror, quite similar to the Lawins of 
PGYC), a Corsair 13 and, the biggest boat in the 
fleet, a Core Sound 17. The home-built boat fleet 
an ex-MYC Mirror dinghy, which was restored and 
skippered by none other than the person the regatta 
was named after.

The start of the first race caught most of the fleet 
too far from the start line. First on the line were Arvin 
Simtoco’s Summerbreeze “Green Peas”, Brothers 
Francis and Enzo on their Kalayaan and the CR13.  
The fleet all chose to go left of the course where 
there was an obvious windline, but because of the 
light winds the going was slow; most of the boats 
had their crew or skipper’s weight to leeward to 
maximize the available wind-power. By the wind-
ward mark, the CS17 named “Maldita”, skippered 
by builder/owner Roy Espiritu, had taken the lead, 
followed by Cherrie Pinpin/Eric Punzalan in the 
CR13, and the Kalayaan.  The two Summerbreezes, 
having the highest PY ratings, were predictably at 
the back of the fleet.

On the downwind leg, most of the boats with head-
sails were wing-on-wing to the leeward mark, then 
a repeat of the slow climb back to the windward 
mark to finish the two-hot-dog course for Race 
1.  The CS17 took line honors, followed by 
the CR13 and the Kalayaan. “Cristina”, the 
Summerbreeze of Felix Bautista (designer 
of the Bahanka), generously chose to DNF 
(declared Did Not Finish) in order to get 
the second race started quickly.

Everyone is a winner 
with a new hot shower, 
thanks to Rich

T
Rich Pillicer Hot Shower Regatta

Words by 
ARVIN SIMTOCO

Photographs by 
GEORGE S.
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Rich Pillicer Hot Shower Regatta
Mr. Rich Pillicer, 
who sails at the 
Taal Lake Yacht 
Club (TLYC) 
often, realizing 
that the TLYC 
shower rooms 
do not have a 
working hot 
shower anymore, 
he offered to 
donate a shower 
heater.

As the wind speed did not increase by the start of 
Race 2, the committee boat signaled course no. 
1, which was just a one hot-dog course. This time 
the start line was busy with boats trying to position 
themselves to and be at the line for the starting gun.  
The “Green peas” and the Kalayaan were right on 
the line again, but the rest of the fleet was close 
behind.  Some boats, thinking there was better wind 
on the right of the course, tacked quickly away only 
to discover that the choppy waves were just making 
the boats slower, especially so for the flat bottom 
profile of the Summerbreeze hull design . . . they 
were forced to tack back again to avoid the chop.

The final race of the Regatta showed a freshening 
breeze, but still not ideal; the Committee boat 
stayed with course no. 1 and the fleet were again 
more aggressive at the starting line. The right 

side of the course, again proved to be too 
choppy, however it also had more wind 
and would give an occasional lift. The 
Bautista brothers on their Kalayaan took a 
gamble and took a flier to the right side.  
Rich aboard his MYC mirror, Stress Relief, 
stuck to the left side and this strategy saw 
him first around the top mark. Roy on 
Maldita seemed to have bogged down 
(they found out later that their center-
board was left raised while trying to sail 
updwind) and the Summerbreezes were 
jubilant at how close they were to the 
CS17 - they knew they had the measure 
of the CS17 on PY handicap for this race. 

The Bautista Brothers and Arvin crossed tacks 
at the windward mark, again to the surprise of 
the Summerbreeze skipper; by taking the flier 
to the right, the Kalayaan had to plow through 
the chop, which hurt their boat speed. Rich, 
with Stress Relief, took line honors, followed 
by Cherrie & Eric in the CR13 and the CS17.

Overall winners on PY corrected time were:
1st place -  Arvin Simtoco “Green peas” 
  Summerbreeze
2nd place -  Felix Bautista “Cristina” 
  Summerbreeze
3rd place -  Francis and Enzo Bautista  
  Kalayaan
4th place -   Rich Pillicer “Stress Relief”  Mirror
5th place-  Cherie Pinpin and Eric Punzalan   
  “Blue boat” CR13
6th place -  Roy Espiritu and Lester Orense   
  “Maldita” Core Sound 17

The podium finishers received trophies awarded 
by TLYC Commodore Peter Capotosto; prizes 
were provided by Tuffply, Polymer, Verbena, 
and of course the Hot Shower in the TLYC 
shower room courtesy of Rich!

You can find the Philippine Home Boat Builders Yacht 
Club on the Internet at www.pinoyboats.org and the 
Taal Lake Yacht Club at www.tlyc.com or take time 
out and drive to Talisay, Batangas, to the TLYC club 
grounds where everyone is welcome to become a 
temporary-member for a day, for the princely sum 
of Php100. 

Rich Pillicer aboard his 
refurbished Mirror

Cherrie Pinpin and Eric Punzalan 
focused finished fifth overall



12 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

By ALLISON MANIS
of ASIA DIVERS 
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as credited

Experts have 
called the 
Verde Island 
Passage the 
“centre of 
the centre” 
of the world’s 
marine 
biodiversity. 

PUERTO GALERA: 
25 Years 

The Perfect 
Diving Holiday 

Location

A
si

a 
D

iv
er

s



13BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

Editor’s note: in December this year, Active Boating & 
Watersports will be featuring the Verde Island Passage 
(including Puerto Galera and Anilao) as the Active Water 
Sports Destination. Here is a brief introduction from one 
resort & dive shop currently celebrating 25 years of scuba 
diving the Verde Island Passage.

he beautiful beaches, coves and spectacular dives 
sites of Puerto Galera have been attracting people 

from all over the world for the past twenty-five years or 
so, but of course Puerto Galera has been around for a lot 
longer. The name “Puerto Galera” means “Port of 
Galleons” and was given by the Spanish during their 
colonial occupation of the Philippines, when they 
arrived in 1574. The Spanish ships would seek refuge in 
the Puerto Galera harbour during the typhoon season 
and it was also a good stopping point for the crew to 
rest up.  The sheltered Bay of Puerto Galera itself remains 
an anchorage for boats during bad weather to this day, 
although it’s the beaches of Small La laguna, Sabang 
and White Beach that now provide the main attraction 
to new comers. Today, the beautiful and scenic areas of 

T
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SUBIC BAY Tele/Fax: (047) 252 5468  Mobile: 0929 276 3088 
Branches:  MANILA • CEBU • BORACAY • PUNTA FUEGO
www.broadwatermarine.com

FIXTECH offers a high quality product 
range to shipwrights, production 

boat builders, marine repairers and 
industrial end users with technical 

assistance as required. The best 
quality range of products that is 
possible, not only for health and 
safety reasons, but ones that set safety reasons, but ones that set 

new standards for UV resistance and 
colour stability, chalking resistance, 
product user friendliness, strength, 

paintability and longevity.

Marine Quality
Adhesives,

Sealants and Tools



14 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

Pgymy Seahorse just 
one delight for the 
macro photographers
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Puerto Galera are the centre of tourism in this province, 
making full use of its many white beaches and 
abundant marine life.
 
The view of Puerto Galera harbour is breathtaking 
and not to be missed! Puerto Galera received 
international attention in 2005 when it was voted 
the winner of the prestigious “The Most Beautiful 
Bays in the World” award by the UNESCO backed, 
Club Of The Most Beautiful Bays.

Puerto Galera is situated on the northern coast of 
Mindoro Island (the 5th largest island in the Philippine 
archipelago chain of 7,107 islands), which in turn is 12 
nautical miles south of Batangas City, Luzon. Luzon is 
the largest island of the Philippines and the island upon 
which Manila is found. Nowadays you can leave the 
airport and arrive here within 2.5 hours! We are the 
perfect “long weekend” getaway for those who live in the 
South East Asia area. Imagine, you can be on an early 
afternoon flight from Hong Kong and arrive in Puerto 
Galera in the evening, just in time to catch the sunset! 

The Verde Island Passage separates Mindoro Island from 
Luzon. These waters are flushed by the pull of the West 
Philippine Sea, resulting in strong currents of up to six 
knots. This makes the area well known for its spectacular, 
exhilarating drift dives and abundant marine life. The 
Verde Island Passage is very deep, so clear water is very 

common to the dive sites of Puerto Galera, along with a 
fantastic variety of underwater flora and fauna. 

Experts have called The Verde Island Passage the 
“centre of the centre” of the world’s marine biodiversity. 
Life enhancing nutrients from the Pacific mix with waters 
of the West Philippine Sea. You would never guess that 
beneath the surface are spectacular reef formations, 
with more than 300 species of corals and underwater 
rock canyons hosting nearly 60 percent of the World’s 
known inshore fish species. The World Conservation 
Union describes it as “the marine counterpart of the 
Amazon River basin”, which put the Passage at the 
apex of the “Coral Triangle”, spanning the Sulawesi and 
the Sulu Seas. A 20-minute speedboat ride from our 
dock, gets you into the Passage, you can do to two 
amazing dives and arrive back here in time for lunch. 

Over the last 25 years, as Philippine tourism has shifted 
from a backpacking crowd of slightly more adventurous 
travellers to a more up-market tourist, so has the face 
of Puerto Galera. Accommodation standards now not 
only include local style “nipa” huts with basic amenities 
but range all the way up to 4-star resorts with swimming 
pools, air-conditioning, international restaurants, 24-
hour bars, cable TV, hot water showers and Spas. 

A very high percentage of today’s travellers to the area are 
coming based on the reputation of the dive sites. One of 



1515BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

A
si

a 
D

iv
er

s

Restaurants that go all 
the way to the beach

SUBLIMATION AND GARMENT SPECIALISTS 

2574 P.BINAY ST. BRGY. SAN ISIDRO, MAKATI CITY
VISIT US WE ARE LOCATED AT:

COME AND SEE OUR SHOWCASE OF PRODUCTS AND DESIGNS 

OR EMAIL US AT:

OR CALL: 02-844 4737/ 8893063/ FAX: 02-8433867
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New dive facilities to 
celebrate 25 years of 
perfect diving

A
si

a 
D

iv
er

s

the very good reasons to come here is for the macro 
marine life. Underwater photographers are delighted with 
the vast selection of different nudibranches that they can 
see on just one dive site. Pygmy seahorses, ghost pipefish, 
frog fish, sea moths, dragonet’s, stick pipefish, wonder-
puss, mimic octopus, flamboyant cuttlefish are some of 
the special things that divers can hopefully see. 

All the dive sites are replete with huge numbers of splendid 
fish including: triggerfish, parrotfish, pennant fish, moray 
eels, surgeonfish, snappers, groupers, Moorish idol, lizard-
fish, gobies, batfish, lionfish, trumpetfish, puffer fish, 
filefish, emperors, wrasses, fusiliers and trivially. 
Invertebrates from the tiniest transparent shrimp and 
neon-coloured nudibranchs to huge basket sponges 
adorned with hundreds of multi-coloured crinoids; 
anemones, sea cucumbers, starfish, worms and fire corals 
reside with vast numbers of hard and soft corals and 
gorgonian sea fans.  Turtles, octopus, mantis shrimp, 
crabs, seahorses, and cuttlefish make guest appearances 
as well. We also have a few wrecks that, having been sunk 
purposely as dive sites, are now teaming with fish. There 
are dives here suitable for all levels, from your 8-year old 
Bubblemaker to recreational holiday divers, to serious 
photographers and die-hard technical divers. 

My home, El Galleon Beach Resort, is renowned for its 
serene and quaint beachfront surroundings fronting Small 
La Laguna Beach. Although there are scores of resorts to 
choose from in Puerto Galera, I believe we offer the best: 
thirty air-conditioned rooms built into a tropical hillside, 
while protecting all the wonders of nature; majestic views 

of Sabang Bay, Small Lalaguna Beach and a breathtaking 
180deg panorama across the Verde Island Passage; 
rooms are complete with a fully-stocked mini-bar, hotel 
water; a small pool for learning how to dive; our acclaimed 
restaurant, which extends to the water’s edge and offers 
European cuisine - French, Italian and some local cuisines, 
but especially seafood; a newly built, open-air spa where 
you can indulge in various treatments during your non-
diving time; and, of course, the Asia Divers dive shop.

This year, Asia Divers celebrates its 25th anniversary! Asia 
Divers, was the Philippines’ first PADI Career Development 
Center (CDC), where experienced instructors and 
divemasters, guide guests on world-class dive sites, 
which are only a short boat ride away. Asia Divers are 
known for their high standard of teaching all PADI 
courses, from bubble-makers for kids to Divemaster or 
Instructor level courses, and in fact we have trained many 
of Puerto Galera’s working Divemasters and Instructors. 

We are also celebrating our newly expanded dive facility- 
we know of nothing like it in Asia. Boats can easily dock 
on the pontoon, making it easy for our guests to get 
on and off the boats. Each diver has their own crate in 
the dive shop to store their gear. We have a dedicated 
camera room, with computers available for use, and 
also a rinse-tank specifically for cameras.

For more information about 25 years of diving the 
Verde Island Passage, please visit our website 
www.asiadivers.com or search the Internet for ‘scuba 
diving Puerto Galera’. 
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Filipino Underdogs Steal a March on the Singaporeans 

the best scores”. Jovin had more first place finishes, 
which broke the tie and decided the winner. 

It was a great weekend racing, with parked yachts 
serving as useful learning obstacles for the fleet skippered 
by 20 differently-abled sailors from Singapore (SIN) 
and the Philippines (PHI). Newbie Singaporean training 
pool sailors put into practice the ISAF Racing Rules of 
Sailing (RRS). Racing was so intense that a large sub-
marine traveling high up on the surface was not even 
noticed by the focused sailors.

Challenged Sailing 

A total of 11 races over three days were sailed in the 
Access 2.3 class  - an accessible small boat with a very 
heavy keel, which makes these boats very difficult to 
capsize. Both able bodied volunteers and differently-
abled sailors launched Access boats from the beach 
and brought them ashore post race, everyone pitched 
in washing and putting the boats to bed.

Clear blue skies greeted the Singaporean and Filipino 
sailors, all of whom are either physically challenged 
(polio, cerebral palsy, amputees, hearing impaired) 
or intellectually challenged. Disability adaptations 

Words  by 
CHERRY PINPIN

Childhood 
bone cancer 
survivor 
Cherry and 
car accident 
survivor Jojo, 
both leg 
amputees, 
left prosthetic 
limbs ashore 
when sailing.

HANGI, SINGAPORE – Three differently-
abled Filipino sailors took 3rd 4th and 5th 

places during the 2011 APL/NOL Sailability Singapore 
Open Regatta, held last 14-16 October, 2011, in 
Singapore. The annual event was organized by 
Sailability Singapore and sponsored by APL/NOL. 
Sailing Team Philippines vied for honors against home 
Team Singapore in the shipping channel, fronting the 
host venue: the Changi Sailing Club. The Malaysian 
and Vietnamese sailing teams were unable to join the 
event.

Filipino sailor Alson Tumbagahan (last year’s Regatta 
champion) took third place with 23 points (1 point 
behind top-ranked Singapore Paralympians Jovin 
and Desiree). Filipino teammates Joseph Asoque 
came in fourth, followed by Cherry Pinpin in fifth 
place; Cherry also took 2nd in the Ladies Division. All 
three are National Team Sailors under Sailability Philippines 
(the disabled sailing branch of the Philippine Sailing 
Association).

Singaporean Jovin Tan tied with crewmate Desiree 
Lim, with 22 points, for the championship title. Jovin 
won via ISAF (Rule) Appendix A Scoring – A7 Race 
Ties – “Tie shall be broken in favor of the boat with 

C
Team Singapore and Team Philippines at the 
start of racing off the Changi Yacht club
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for the Access boats allowed several quadriplegic 
Singaporean sailors compete on equal terms with 
less challenged sailors. While racing, everyone gave 
way to approaching hearing/vocally impaired sailors 
who signaled with flags or thumped hulls when they 
believed they had right of way. 

Of the Filipinos, top-ranked Alson was preoccupied 
by eye pain, induced by physical strain from sailing 
hard barely two weeks after a cataract operation. His 
polio-stricken right arm useless from youth, Alson 
bites his sheets to trim the sails. Childhood bone 
cancer survivor Cherry and car accident survivor 

Jojo, both leg amputees, left prosthetic limbs ashore 
when sailing.

Racing

Sailability Philippines’ fund shortage resulted in no sailing 
practice for a year, consequently rusty, mistake-ridden 
day-1 performances by veteran sailors Cherry and Alson 
(who forgot to bring a wind indicator). Additional and 
unfamiliar challenges for the Filipino trio were: dealing 
with the strong current from tidal flows in the channel; 
and, the large, boat-slowing waves thrown up in the 
wake of huge cargo ships that constantly passed by. 

(L to R) Jojo, Cherrie, 
Alson in Changi Yacht 
Club
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Misreading the current flow before Race 1, what 
should have been the favored port start position for 
the PHI sailors was further ruined by a wind shift 
shortly before the SIN fleet exploded off the starting 
line. Bowing to local water knowledge, the abashed 
PHI trio made starboard starts with the rest of the 
fleet in the next two races but fell prey to tangling 
with leading boats. Despite also not having a wind 
indicator, low-key rookie sailor Joseph, spotting the 
knot of leading SIN and PHI veterans preoccupied 
with their squabbling, wisely steered into clearer 
air and sneaked unnoticed past the gridlocked race 
leaders. Joseph quietly stole first place in both race 
2 and 3. After Race 3, an approaching lighting storm 
from the northeast ended racing for the day. Joseph 
stunned everyone with a overall 2nd position ranking 
on day-1. 

Improving sunny weather in the next two days 
brought shifty winds and moderately strong breezes; 
the breeze strengthened further in day three. 

To reduce the impact of the current, the racing start 
time was changed to 11am and finished before mid-
afternoon.

Smarting from terrible day-1 scores, the Filipino veteran 
pair showed their true mettle by going for broke in 
day-2 and day-3. Using the first day’s disaster to ac-
quire course knowledge, Alson and Cherry took off 
with better positioned starts, avoided trouble and 
made smarter calculated moves to consistently finish 
among the top of the fleet. Singaporean training 
pool sailors left in their wake gained insights into 
sailing faster by observing the Filipino-skippered 
boats inexplicably pulling ahead at every turn; Coach 
Foo commented later, “as if with engines” around 
the marks. 

Meanwhile Joseph, still sans wind indicator on day-
2, was unable to quickly react to shifty winds and 
paid dearly by getting overwhelmed by the fleet in 
all five races. Finally armed with a wind indicator 
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on day-3, Joseph repeated his wily day-1 perfor-
mance, outfoxed the fleet that was struggling with 
the stronger breeze, and passed the erstwhile fastest 
sailors . . . surprising (and keenly delighting) even his 
own teammates.

Sailability Philippines is a volunteer-led Philippine-
registered non-profit charity, which promotes sporting 
excellence in disabled sailing, to develop Filipino athletes 
to successfully compete in elite level sailing competitions.
Help fund and support the differently-abled PHI Sailing 
Team so that they can keep winning trophies and accolades 
for the Philippines. Funds are needed for training and 
competition, for the team and their differently-abled 
sailing training pool.

Making Friends Ashore 

With all the racing hostilities done at the end of each 
day, these sailors knew how to party! Singaporean hosts - 
officials, sailors, families, volunteers and friends - celebrated 
by serving up delicious local food including, a tasty, 
smokey sate barbecue and scrumptious chili-laden 
seafood delights. Guitar-accompanied singing by the 
Filipinos was cheered on. A great time was had recount-
ing funny incidents from the racing; everyone bonded 
with new friends and shared dreams.

Help differently-abled 
Filipino sailors keep winning 

Congratulations are in order for the differently-abled 
Filipino sailing team for their tenacity, amazing re-
covery from disaster and determination to win de-
spite the odds. Disability never stops them from pas-
sionate performances in the highly technical sport 
of sailing. The underfunded, differently-abled PHI 
Sailing Team are ecstatic to continue honoring our 
country by winning regattas every time such sailing 
opportunities arise. Imagine how much more this 
differently-abled team and their differently-abled 
training pool compatriots can achieve if much need-
ed funding is made available all year round to fund 
training, equipment and competition.

Sailability Philippines deeply thanks event organizer 
Sailability Singapore and Coach Foo for encouraging 
continuing development of ASEAN sailing for the 
differently-abled, likewise for kindly shouldering the 
PHI Team’s meals and accommodation in the beauti-
ful Changi Sailing Club. The opportunity for cama-
raderie with able and differently-abled folk, people 
who meet challenges with grace and inner strength 
was definitely priceless. Till the next regatta! 

Coach Foo joins 
Team Philippines for 
the presentation of 
trophies

Donations to Sailability Philippines are tax deductible. 
Send donations to: 
Contact: Lani Pimentel 
Email: llpimentel@tcgiengineers.com 

Follow Sailability
Contact: sailabilityphi@gmail.com
Website: www.sailabilityphi.tumblr.com 
Twitter: twitter.com/sailabilityphi  
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PHILIPPE TARSIER RECREATION INC.
Km. 16 Hoyohoy, Tawala, Panglao Island, Bohol   Tel: 0917.5266001   www.philtarsier.com / Philippe Tarsier

A tropical botanical 
garden and animal 

sanctuary that cover 7 
hectares, showcasing 

over 3,000 species and 
varieties of tropical 

plants, as well as our 
extensive selection of 

stone and bronze 
statues and sculptures.

The museum, a 
“cabinet de curiosites” 
of European, Asian and 
African arts. A 
collection acquired by 
Nicolas Moussempes 
over 40 years of 
traveling around the 
world.

TARSIER BOTANIKA TARSIER ARTISTIKA

BOTANICAL GARDEN, ANIMAL SANCTUARY,
ART MUSEUM, FRENCH CAFE, RESTAURANT,
BOUTIQUE, DIVING, HORSE BACKRIDING

AND PHOTOGRAPHER’S PARADISE

The Cafe Exotica’s 
recipes is a creation by 
Patricia Moussempes 

 
from the Parisian 
patisseries specializing 
in the art of traditional 
French pastry and
breadmaking.

TARSIER EXOTIKA

A diverse choice of 
European and Asian 
cuisine focusing on the 
use of fresh herbs from 
our garden and exotic 
spices from around the 
world. We aim to capture 

the freshest quality of 
ingredients.

TARSIER PAPRIKA

opening end of 2011

Exclusive gifts, fashion 
jewelry and lifestyle 

home products from the 
Philippines and imported 
from other parts of Asia. 
We continously source 

for new and exciting 
items to add to the 

”Philippe Tarsier Boutik” 
collection.

PHILIPPE TARSIER BOUTIK

Tarsier Aquatika operated 

recreational and technical 
diving. Laurent and 
Yohanna are dedicated to 
all forms of diving, 
teaching the techniques 
and knowledge from 
PADI, CMAS and TDI.
email: pranabohol@gmail.com

TARSIER AQUATIKA
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It could be said that all roads lead to Cagayan (because 
you cannot drive farther North) but, whereas Claveria 
is a stop along the Maharlika Highway - that encircles 
the entirety of the Philippines from Laoag City to 
Zamboanga City - the road to Santa Ana ends at 
Anguib Beach and after that there is nothing but 
ocean; this is the actual end of the road and the 
beginning of adventure.

Municipality of Santa Ana

Our adventure starts in the municipality of Santa 
Ana. Here, a small group of pioneering resort owners 
have taken the first steps towards developing a 
broad range of water sports and boating adventures. 
Their efforts will become the cornerstone of a 
mini-revolution that will transform this rural fishing 
and agricultural community into a thriving tourist 
hot-spot, for water and nature lovers from around 
the World.

  agayan is the northern-most province 
  in Luzon, next to the remote Babuyan 

and Batanes islands. It is where the Pacific Ocean 
pushes itself around the North of the Philippines 
archipelago, through the Babuyan Channel into 
the West Philippine Sea and out towards the South 
China Sea. The seas here are rich in marine life and 
surges of the northeast monsoon have created some 
of the country’s most dramatic coastal scenery.

Cagayan is all about water, whether river or sea, 
but perhaps surprisingly it is relatively new to water 
sports. The municipalities of Santa Ana and Claveria, 
closer to Taiwan than the Philippine capitol of Manila, 
are poised to become one of the most visited parts 
of the country when the new Lal-Lo International Airport 
opens in 2013 (or maybe 2014). If I was looking to 
invest in adventure and water sports tourism then 
the entire coast of Cagayan would be high on my 
list of candidate areas and Santa Ana probably first 
on the list.

The road to 
Santa Ana 
ends at Anguib 
Beach and 
after that 
there is nothing 
but ocean; 
this is the 
actual end 
of the road 
and the 
beginning of 
adventure.

Words by 
MARTYN WILLES

Photographs as 
credited: 

C

CAGAYAN
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Today, to get to Santa Ana, you must fly to the provincial 
tricycle capitol of Tuguegarao City and then drive for 
less than three hours North. The road system is painless, 
with new concrete and few vehicles - once you pass 
the Magapit suspension bridge, which leads West 
towards the Ilocos region. When the new airport 
opens, along with the new road from Magapit, the 
journey time will be just 45 minutes. 

The municipality of Santa Ana almost completely 
encompasses the Cagayan Economic Zone Authority 
(CEZA), which provides it with much needed revenues, 
in the shape of imported vehicles from South Korea 
& Japan, and casinos targeted at wealthy Chinese and 
Taiwanese gamblers.

We ensconced ourselves in the Jotay Resort, halfway 
from the entrance to the CEZA and the Pacific 
Ocean. The beach here is an almost pristine mixture 
of brown and black sand, caressed by Pacific swells, 

ACTIVE WATER SPORTS 
DESTINATIONCAGAYAN

diffused around Palaui Island that lies at Santa Ana’s 
northern extremity.

Jotay Resort currently has windsurfers and kayaks 
for rent and a speed boat to take you to any one 
of a score of small islands that dot the peninsula. A 
selection of outlying islands are easily accessible or 
not, depending upon the prevailing wind (northeast 
monsoon or southwest monsoon). When temporarily 
not accessible you can always relax in the swimming 
pool or select your feast from the modestly priced 
menu or, make a special request.

Whale Watching & Dolphins

During the period of late February to April, whale 
watching can be exhilarating off Santa Ana, with 
humpback whales and other whale species passing 
by on their migration between the Pacific Ocean and 
the Indian Ocean. 

Fisher folk hauling 
in the Daklis nets at 
Claveria
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Sparkling blue waters where soon mooring buoys will be waiting

off Anguib Beach the tranquility of the underwater 
delights contrast with the pounding Pacific Ocean 
surf above . . . a fact aptly described by Rubing Rolago.

Anguib Beach

Rubing hails from the Aeta - the indigenous peoples 
of the area - but to look at him, with his beetle-nut  
(nga-nga) stained teeth and tightly curled hair, his 
roots are much further southeast. The Polynesian 
aboriginal for sure is rooted deep within his genes. 
His bubbly and friendly nature belies his extensive 
knowledge of the Mother Nature’s gifts to the area 
and of the five local dialects that he speaks fluently. 

Rubing’s smiling passion is to introduce all visitors 
to this northeast corner of Luzon, the last corner in 
fact before venturing our into the Pacific Ocean or 
traversing the Luzon Strait, to Taiwan (formerly 
Formosa) or Japan.

Rubing enthuses not only about the ever present 
ocean but also about the nearby forest and the solitary 
cave along the foreshore . . . where probably 
dangerous snakes lie in wait for the extreme adventurer. If 
Rubing is empowered to follow our suggestion, you will 
probably find him soon on YouTube, extolling the 
virtues of Anguib Beach and its environs.

Change is ever present at this confluence of oceans 
and Rubing’s lore may soon be lost to the four winds 
if others do not hear and comprehend his related 
facts and ideas. For posterity then, those who venture 
here should listen with all their senses as Rubing 
explains the rituals of Nature and imbibes its intricacies 
as his forefathers have done for millennia.

Throughout the year, dolphins are frequently seen 
from the beaches of Santa Ana and when you take a 
boat out island hopping. Both bottle-nose and spinner 
dolphins may come in very close to the beach, to 
display their playful nature but you should be out on 
the water if you want to see them at their best.

Scuba Diving

Coming soon to this stretch of beach will be snorkeling 
and scuba diving equipment for rent, perfect to 
explore the marine life off Palaui Island and off the 
not-too-distant (three hours and more by banka) 
islands of Camiguin Norte and Calayan. Note: when 
running, there is usually an inter-island ferry from 
San Vicente port that takes about half the time of a 
banka – it’s was broken during our visit. 

Scuba diving is the main reason to visit Camiguin 
Norte and Calayan islands, where wrecks are teaming 
with marine life, year-round. Accessing Camiguin 
Norte and Calayan islands can be a bit of a challenge 
when the sea is rough, particularly during the rainy 
season (May to December) but the wrecks from 
centuries of shipping are evident at a variety of 
depths if the water is a little calm.

As with most of the Philippine archipelago, Camiguin 
Norte Island was created by tectonic forces and its 
volcanism is not so far in the past that there are still 
hot springs to enjoy between dives. The hot springs 
are so hot in places that you can literally boil eggs 
for breakfast there.

The marine ecosystems off Palaui Island have 
expanded in leaps and bounds since it was designated 
a marine conservation area in 1994. Also, to the East, 

Jotay Resort, 
Santa Ana

Rubing Rolago the enthusiastic tour guide of 
Anguib Beach
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Sport Fishing

Also based at Jotay Resort is the newly launched 
venture of Rikk’s Sport Fishing. Rikk, the proprietor, 
hails from Hawaii where he has been an aficionado of 
sport fishing charter for many years before deciding 
to migrate to the Philippines. In his former life, Rikk 
was a Hawaiian Airlines, DC10 captain, a helicopter 
captain and a USCG 100-ton Master; with these 
credentials it is not surprising that he is a safety-first 
kind of guy.

Rikk’s sport fishing charter business experience 
is broad and, as he pointed out, Santa Ana is at 
virtually the same latitude in the Pacific as his 
erstwhile hometown of Hawaii Kai on Oahu, Hawaii, 
and therefore he fully expects to be able to find the 
same sailfish, swordfish and mahi-mahi (dorado) 
here as he did in Hawaii before.

The newly painted Rikk’s Sport Fishing banka, 
equipped with first-class sport fishing tackle and 
two engines (“for safety”), is available for rent year-
round. His captain is an experienced fisherman from 
Santa Ana. The combination of the captain’s knowledge 
of where the fish are to be found and Rikk’s 
experience in catching the fish, will mean that 
everyone who charters his boat for sport fishing will 
be almost guaranteed a fine catch on any given day.

Rikk’s Sport Fishing venture emphasizes 
the eco-friendly, catch-and-release 
fishing ethos wherein juvenile fish 
will definitely be tagged and 
returned to the sea, while those that 
are large enough to have already 
passed on their genes will be kept 
only if they are to be consumed by 
the catcher and his or her party.

Rikk’s Sport Fishing can be chartered 
through any of the resorts along the 
beaches of Santa Ana.

Farther along the beach towards the 
Pacific, in barangay San Vicente, 
is the rather grand northern home 
of the Philippine Game Fishing 
Foundation (PGFF). The PGFF 
was founded in 1940 but it was not 
until the late 1960s that fairly regular 
tournaments were held in the waters 
between San Vicente and Fugo Island (Aparri). In 
1990 the PGFF benefited from the generosity of the 
Soriano family and acquired a two-hectare site upon 
which their grand Cagayan Fishing Camp stands.

Almost every year one or more sport fishing tournaments 
are organized  by the PGFF from San Vicente, 
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Tiny brilliant-red 
crabs found in the 
mangrove lined creek

Rikk’s Sport Fishing boat at rest
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usually within the period of April and May, to 
coincide with the beginning of the dry season in the 
region. Clear skies, slight to moderate seas provide 
an excellent environment for sport fishing competition. 
Nobody is really concerned about the size of the 
catch but as many a local and international angler will 
tell you, there are record breaking fish to be caught 
in these waters, especially wahoo and sailfish. Only 
PGFF members & invited non-members are allowed 
to compete in tournaments.

Palaui Island Trekking & Bird Watching

Although they are not strictly water sports related, 
there are two must-dos whenever you visit Santa 
Ana. You must visit Palaui Island to trek the forest 
trail and climb the hill to the old Spanish lighthouse 
that sits atop Cape Engaño. The main reason for the 
trek and the climb will become clear by the time you 
arrive at the summit of Cape Engaño – the view is 
simply spectacular with the Pacific Ocean swells 
forever rolling into the rocky promontories and the 
small islands below.

All treks along the forest trails start by recruiting a 
trail guide at the native settlement of Punta Verde. 
Punta Verde is a sleepy fishing community, which lies 
on the sheltered southeast corner of Palaui Island; it 
exists in the margin between dense mangroves and 
lowland rainforest.

Setting out along any of the forest trails you must first 
traverse a small, mangrove-lined creek by means of 
a surprisingly substantial, suspension bridge. Along 

the far shore of the creek you will first find tiny, 
brilliant-red crabs (about 3 cm leg-span; males(?) 
with one large claw, females no large claws). As you 
venture along the trail you will find the evidence of 
larger mangrove crabs . . . the “evidence” is burrows, 
with entrances of various sizes corresponding to the 
size of the occupant. If you are lucky, you will may 
spy a mangrove crab entering or leaving its burrow.

You will discover scores of trees and flowers, most 
will be new to you - to aid in their identification, 
name tags have been helpfully provided through a 
recent project of Smart Communications. 

If you are respectful of the tranquility of the forest, 
you will also see and hear a myriad of birds: simply 
beautiful song birds, sunbirds and others. A male 
purple-throated sunbird landed in a blaze of color, 
in the coconut palms above us; it called to its mate 
to join, but in the end she declined and they flew 
off deeper into the forest together. This particular 
sub-specie of sunbird (Leptocoma sperata henkei) is 
endemic to the northeast of Luzon and the Babuyan 
Islands to the North.

Bird watching is a year-round adventure at Palaui 
Island because it is an important stop along the 
migration route between Siberia and Indonesia, for 
birds aiming to avoid the harsh Northern winters. The 
island habitat is a combination of lowland rainforest 
habitat and dense mangroves. Mangroves were once 
more pervasive, and mangrove planting projects are 
underway to expand their current domain, to restore 
the maximum potential for bio-diversity. Indigenous 

Purple-throated 
Sunbird calling to his 
mate
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Pacific Ocean swells forever rolling below 
Cape Engaño lighthouse

All adventures start with the crossing of the bridge
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HOTEL IVORY & CONVENTION CENTER
Buntun Highway,  Tuguegarao City,  Cagayan
Phone Nos. (078) 844-2249/1275, 846-3903; 
TeleFax No. (078) 846-1722
Cellphone No.: 09228836307
e-Mail Address: ivoryhotelsuites@yahoo.com
Website: www.hotelivorytuguegarao.com

H O T E L   A N D   S U I T E S

Ivory Hotel Ad.indd   1 2/20/12   1:34:02 PM

birds and migrants share the bounty of the forest 
here, to the delight everyone who treads quietly 
along the trail.

Cape Engaño Trekking

As you climb the hill to the lighthouse, take note of 
the many varied wild flowers that carpet the hillside. 
Above and below Cape Engaño you will probably see 
white-bellied sea eagles and occasionally other birds 
of prey, soaring on the updrafts, seeking their breakfast, 
lunch or dinner. It would be easy to imagine paragliders 
enjoying the same updrafts and gliding South along 
the coast to Anguib Beach or maybe as far as Pozo 
Robo Beach . . . maybe paragliding will become a 
new adventure sport here in the near future.

The lighthouse itself was completed by the Spanish 
in 1892, just in time for it to become the property of 
the revolutionized Republic of the Philippines. It was 
once home to three families of lighthouse keepers, 
who maintained the light that guided trading ships 
around the northern tip of Luzon, saving countless 
lives and cargoes that would otherwise have come to 
grief in the pounding surf along the reef. Today the 
structure is hollow and the roofs are long gone from 
the out-buildings; the lighthouse itself still operates, 
but without human residents. 

Basic camping is allowed at the site but there is no 
sanitation. Taking a picnic-lunch, to consume on 
the grassy hillside, would be my recommendation 
to punctuate a day-trip adventure on Palaui Island. 
Please take your garbage home and do not throw it 
into the well as other have done.

Amongst the organizers of trekking tours to the 
lighthouse there is much talk of a restoration program, 
to bring the lighthouse back to its former glory. 
However, nothing along these lines has yet been 
accomplished although many well-meaning individuals 
have offered suggestions – the most promising 
suggestion that I heard was to ask the Spanish government 
to finance such a project, for the second time.

Palaui Island Snorkeling

Palaui Island and the waters in its immediate vicinity 
were declared a marine reserve in 1994 - to protect 
its unique landscape, seascape and marine habitat. 
A small naval detachment is stationed on the island 
to ensure that nobody steals its riches or damages its 
beauty; by and large they have been successful.

Snorkeling is recommended at Engaño Cove, immediately 
South of the lighthouse, but snorkeling equipment 
must be brought with you because the cove itself is 
not inhabited. If you don’t want to take the forest 
trail back to Punta Verde then smart people will have 
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Activity Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bird Watching * * * * * * * * * * * *
Island hopping * * * * * * * * * * * *
Kayaking * * * * * * * * * * * *
Kiteboarding * * * * *     * * *
Sailing * * * * * * * * * * * *
Scuba diving * * * * * * * * *   
Snorkeling * * * * * * * * *   

Sportfishing * * * * * * * * * * * *
Trekking * * * * * * * * * * * *
Whale watching  * * * *       
Windsurfing * * * * * * * * * * * *

pre-arranged for a boat to pick them up in Engaño 
Cove . . . we did.

On our return along the West coast of Palaui Island, 
to Jotay Resort, we passed Siwangag Cove, which 
has a small pier for landing, that we were told 
also offered excellent snorkeling. Time and tides 
prevented our further exploration there but the 
potential was evident, with what appeared to be a 
Black Pacific Reef Egret (Egretta sacra) expending 
no energy in finding its dinner.

Because of the vast expanse of the marine reserve 
around Palaui Island, eco-friendly scuba diving is 
being planned at more than one resort along Santa 
Ana’s beaches. By the time you read this edition of 
Active Boating & Watersports magazine, Jotay 
Resort plan to offer both snorkeling and scuba 
diving equipment and boats for hire.

Sailing Santa Ana

Other attractions that will be in place by the time you 
read this, revolve around the sport of sailing. Rikk 
Price, of Rikk’s Sport Fishing, will have established 
the Santa Ana Yacht Club and has immediate plans 
to lay down a series of yacht moorings along the 
beach and in the even more sheltered area near the 
San Vicente fish port. If the yacht club’s clubhouse 
has not been completed when you arrive then the 
Jotay Resort will serve the purpose in the interim.

Having a friendly place to tie up a boat is about 
the only thing that has prevented this part of the 
Philippines from becoming a sailing destination. 
With good breezes throughout the year, Santa Ana 
will make the perfect entry point for sailing yachts 
arriving from Shanghai, Taiwan and Japan, who 
previously have had nowhere to safely stop before 
reaching Laoag. It could even become a destination 
for yacht races from Hong Kong in the future . . . 
Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club please take note.

One of the pans for Jotay Resort, in conjunction with 
the Santa Ana Yacht Club, will be a sailing school to 
teach local school children and tourists the sport of 
sailing, using sailing dinghies in the vicinity of San 
Vicente fish port; this stretch of water enjoys year-
round sailing breezes but is protected from the 
Pacific Ocean swells and so provides a safe and 
inspiring place to learn to sail.

Other Pursuits

Apart from the watery delights of Santa Ana, you 
can go resort hopping and check out such places 
as the delightful pub & beach-pavilion dining spot 
at the Country Inn or, you can sample the exquisite 
culinary delights & luxury accommodations at the 
recently opened Avalon Beach Club.

If none of that fits the bill the you can always take 
a gamble at one of the five casinos that are camped 

Windsurfing Santa Ana
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A place for picnics below the lighthouse

Tourism Officers are 
enthusiastic to make 
Santa Ana famous
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A N D A   W H I T E   B E A C H   R E S O R T
Brgy. Bacong Sitio Dagohoy, Anda, Bohol, Philippines 6311

Tel: +639155410507 / +63917000507 
Email: cornelis@andabeachresort.com 

www.andabeachresort.com

An authentic
     tropical paradiseA N D A   W H I T E   B E A C H   R E S O R T

BlueStar Dive & Resort welcomes 
you to the Philippine island of Bohol. 
Dive into an exceptional surrounding 
combining the best of Asia and the South 
Pacific. Remoteness provides calm and 
relaxed adventures.
Because diving holidays are more than 
just fish and the sea.

BlueStar Dive & Resort   
Ipo Candabong, 
6311 Anda, Bohol, 
Philippines   
Phone +63 919 453 60 90   
dive@bluestardive.com

Slow down. Dive now. 
          Discover new worlds. 
       Welcome to paradise.

within the CEZA. There you can rub shoulders with 
the high-rollers from China and Taiwan who regularly 
fly into Tuguegarao airport, on charter flights from 
Hong Kong, Macau, Taipei and beyond.

Santa Ana is a water sports adventure playground 
in its infancy, but with the investment incentives 
and tax-holidays offered to new tourism oriented 
businesses, it is already attracting domestic and 
international tourists by the L300-load. When the 
new Lal-Lo International airport is opened in a year 
or two from now, this area will become the first stop 
in the Philippines, not only for migrating whales and 
birds but, for international tourists routed through 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, China, Japan and South Korea.

Tranquil, safe and moderately priced, Santa Ana has 
a vibrant future ahead, as it shakes off its former 
erroneous label as the “Boracay of the North” and 
establishes itself as the more fun place for everyone 
to enjoy because Santa Ana CAN: enjoy Culture, 
Adventure & Nature.

Municipality of Claveria

Leaving Santa Ana we headed West by road towards 
the other end of Cagayan’s bountiful coastline, to 
the municipality of Claveria. The three hour journey 
took us across the Magapit suspension bridge and 
over smooth roads with only light traffic.

Two things stand out along the route from Santa 
Ana to Claveria: there are more rice fields in Cagayan 
than in almost any other province we have traveled; 
and, the iconic Philippine jeepney has been all but 
replaced by L300-style people-carriers.

Pictorially, the rice fields, for the most part plowed 
by carabao (rather than motorized farm machinery) 
and tended through community participation, are 
reminiscent of Amorsolo’s most famous works of art.

However, the demise of the jeepney, the icon of 
Philippine land transport, must be something of a 
mixed blessing in Cagayan. The visual appeal of an 
L300 (or similar) is approximately zero, and thus the 
photo-tourists are surely disadvantaged by the jeepney’s 
absence, but the introduction of air-conditioning 
and the faster acceleration of the L300 (or similar) 
make for a more comfortable and faster journey. But 
I wonder also how the jeepney’s absence may have 
affected less-affluent travelers, who previously relied 
upon jeepneys’ voluminous roof racks for transporting 
sacks of rice and coconut to market, and for the 
optional seating the roof racks offered when there 
were not enough seats available inside. The modern 
children of Cagayan will never understand the 
school-exam question, “how many people can ride 
on a jeepney?”, the answer being, “there is always 
room for one more”.
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Water is a significant component of the Cagayan 
landscape, beyond the flooded rice fields. Many 
rivers must be crossed before the town of Claveria 
comes dramatically into view. The rivers are graceful 
in their final approach to the sea and their banks here 
are occasionally highlighted with lush mangroves. 
Narrow fishing boats and nets are noticeable in most 
places, evidential of the bounty that flows from the 
still-forested hillsides of the northern Philippines.

Claveria town, and the smaller towns that lie along 
the road before it, are peppered with picturesque,  
typically-Philippine wooden houses, complete with 
broad, shady eaves and “capiz” (translucent shell) 
windows. It is almost as if time has stood still for half 
of the residents. However, the growing number of 
glassy barangay & town halls, and gaudily painted, 
concrete homes along the way suggest that time will 
soon bring “progress” to all, and the architectural 
heritage of Cagayan will be once and for all supplanted 
by the movie/television-motivated 21st century.

We check-in to the El Dia Beach Resort on Claveria’s 
water front, half way along its majestic sweeping 
curve of a beach. The northeast monsoon-driven 
waves, now noisily surge and gush along the sandy 
shore. In the twilight we can make out: boats pulled 
high on the sand; and, teenagers walking hand-in-
hand along the promenade, their nuzzled wishes 
enveloped by each receding wave and carried to the 
gods of the sea for consideration.

The boats are different from most in the Philippines 
in that they have no outriggers. We are told that 
these are used for bay fishing and that we must be 
up at five in the morning to see them in action. We 
are also told that the next bay, the “Taggat Lagoon”, 
is the place to find snorkeling and scuba diving 
activity so, with the evening bats circling and diving 
above us in search of an edible insect supper, we 
retire to sleep with anticipation of an exciting day 
on the water.

We rise at five as instructed. The fishing boats are 
undisturbed along the beach but there is some 
activity, which suggests an event of some sort may 
be at hand. Otherwise, the water front is peaceful 
except for the surge and suck of the waves.

Daklis Beach Fishing

By six o’clock, in at least five places, the boats are 
on the water laying long nets, in enormous arcs from 
the shore. The nets are known as “daklis” and are 
made of fine nylon mesh (about 1 cm square), with 
a funnel net at the center made of heavier and even 
finer mesh. Small groups of fisher folk are gathering 
on the sand and starting to pull the ends of each 
net towards the beach, in much the same manner 
as we witnessed along the early-morning beach in 
Santa Ana. 

Whereas in Santa Ana people were happy to have 
us photograph the recovery of nets, here in Claveria 
there was no problem if we wanted to participate in 
this ancient method of scooping up portions of the 
sea’s bounty. The only reported change in the fishing 
method from ancient times is that the modern nets 
are made of much finer mesh and are therefore “more 
likely to bring in a big catch” - the same logic that 
has successfully diminished wild fisheries around the 
World during the past century.

As the hauling task progresses more fisher folk arrive 
to engage their muscle power to the almost mechanical 
hauling action. The net is finally landed in full (after 
an hour-and-a-half of hauling) but the catch 
is obviously pitiful, with half-a-bucket of fish 
containing a couple of juvenile talakitok and tangi (small 
mackerel) mixed in with sprats – hardly enough to 
feed one family, let alone the multiple families who 
had participated in the final hauling of the daklis net 
from the sea. 

From the faces of the fisher folk it was apparent that 
today’s catch was indeed a disappointment. However,  
this did not dim anyone’s determination to help carry 
the net back to the boat from whence it came, and 
to prepare it for the following morning when, if the 
weather gods are kind, they will take another scoop 
and hope that it would be full.

Lakay-Lakay & The Gods Of The Sea

Perhaps the problem with the lack of bounty in the 
net was that too many had overlooked making an 
offering to Lakay-lakay - the guardian of the seas 
hereabouts.

As myth would have it, Lakay-lakay was a fisherman 
in times before. He went to sea one morning intent 
on bringing home breakfast for his wife and son but 
failed to return. His crime, that brought the wrath of 
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LAS PALMAS de San Jose
HOTEL, RESORT AND RESTAURANT 
San Jose Village, Bagay Road, Tuguegarao City, 
Cagayan, 3500  Philippines
Phone: +63 (078) 844 1661; 846 8115   
Fax: +63 (078) 844 8091
E-mail: info@laspalmas.com.ph

The place where you 
can have it all!

The Las Palmas de San Jose team 

aims to ensure that your visit is 

special. We offer a high standard 

of professionalism with an 

attentive yet discreet service. 

It’s in a class of its own. 

Family owned and run, the team 

of Las Palmas will make your 

every visit memorable and fun. 

We welcome your visit today.

Las Palmas 1/4 Ad study.indd   1 2/20/12   1:39:17 PM

the gods of the sea,  was to fish in sacred waters near 
the peninsula; he was turned to stone in punishment. 
Mournful, his wife Baket-baket went to the seashore 
and swore at the waves for taking her husband; upon 
hearing the curses of the fisherman’s wife the waves 
promptly took her feet from the rocks upon which 
she stood and she joined her husband as another 
distinct rocky edifice, beside him at the West of the 
bay. Some say their son – Ubing-ubing – suffered a 
similar fate and is now immortalized as the smaller 
rocky outcrop that is apparent at the East end of the 
bay, but the precise circumstances of his demise are 
less certain.

What is certain, according to local legend, is that, 
at the behest of a Spanish priest, a Spanish galleon 
fired upon the rocky outcrop, in order to dispel the 
myth; a cannon ball hit the “head” of Lakay-lakay. 
Immediately, reportedly, the galleon was conveyed 
to Davy Jones’s Locker with all hands, its rich cargo 
never recovered.

Some say that all manner of riches have been gathered 
by the tides and currents at the feet of Lakay-lakay, 
including those from the Spanish galleon, but that 
nobody has dared venture into the swirling depths 
for fear of becoming yet another victim of the wrath 
of the gods of the sea, to be immortalized as yet 
another rocky outcrop along the Cagayan coast. 

Ever since therefore, it has been highly recommended 
that anyone going on or in the water around Claveria 
Bay should honor with offerings the power of Lakay-
lakay and the gods of the sea hereabouts  . . . if they 
wish safe passage and bountiful rewards from the 
seas and the weather. In fact, if it is your first time 
to enter the water here your boatman will always 
take you first to Lakay-lakay and request that you 
willingly make an offering, else he will return you 
to the beach for your own safety.

Sounds improbable? According to Claveria’s mayor, 
the Honorable Celia Layus MD, a few years ago some 
visitors hired a fishing boat for a tour of the bays 
and upon passing Lakay-lakay threw scorn on the 
myth instead of offerings and the boat was promptly 
capsized by a rogue wave.

Claveria Taggat Lagoon

At the West end of Claveria is a small lagoon, set in 
the corner of a larger bay. It is a marine protected 
area that promises good underwater photography 
for both snorkeling and scuba diving adventures. Our 
boatman dutifully took us out to Lakay-lakay, where 
we made our offerings and wishes for a safe passage, 
and then we took a guided tour of the larger bay to 
discover the waterline activities available.

Lakay-lakay (right) 
and Baket-baket 
to be honored not 
scorned
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choice for boats to/
from Calayan Island
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On a number of the rocks people were collecting 
“gamet” seaweed, the raw material for the Japanese 
dried seaweed sheets, known as “nori” - used for rolling 
various sushi & onigiri delicacies, and in soups. The 
gamet is harvested only in the rainy season (July to 
February), exported to Japan, processed and then 
imported again as nori, to satisfy the palates of 
Japanese businessmen in Makati City and elsewhere. 
It is also available as pasalubong (gifts) for tourists 
to Claveria, where it is sold as small, round  seaweed 
mats (about the size of a side-plate) at around Php 
100 for three mats. Delicious to those who have 
already acquired the taste.

Claveria Snorkeling & Scuba Diving

Close to the Taggat Lagoon we spy a person laying on 
a bamboo raft, face down in the water and wearing 
a snorkeling mask. He is within the marine protected 
area but intent on catching something; nobody seems 
to care. As we pass he offers a smiling face and an 
informative-in-the-negative reply to our question 
about whatever it is he is searching for. “Octopus” our 
guide tells us “this is how they hunt octopus here”.

I asked where we could rent a snorkel mask. The 
answer was that possibly BFAR (Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources) may have one for rent. None 
was forthcoming during our stay; the same went for 
scuba diving equipment.

Kayaks are planned for Claveria, both for river 
adventures and for exploring the coves and isolated 
beaches along the coast. Snorkeling equipment will 
arrive sooner rather than later but scuba gear may 

take a while. Claveria offers bountiful adventure 
opportunities but lacks investment to make the 
dreams here a reality. This is somewhat unfortunate 
when you consider . . . 

Claveria Windsurfing & Kiteboarding

What is known as the Claveria North Shore, East of 
the town, is one of the most dramatic stretches of 
beach along the northern coast of the Philippines. 
The northeast monsoon breezes bring consistent 
swells and surfable rollers along a beach that reaches 
as far as the eye can see to the East; towering sand 
dunes are evidence of the consistency of the on-
shore breezes for much of the year. 

If I had a windsurfer available I could spend days ripping 
across the wave-tops and leaping into space, with 
my GPS to record my fastest transit times, to be 
published, along with awesome photographs, on 
some social-network or micro-blog. With the steady 
onshore breezes here along the North shore, I could 
also image - I have previously only observed kite-
boarding – launching a kiteboard into space and have 
it carry me kilometers along the surf at high speed.

Ensconced in the sand dunes are a few resorts that 
have mostly been generously funded by OFWs 
(Overseas Filipino Workers). For example, the North 
Shore Beach Resort features good, international 
3-star accommodations and an attractive swimming 
pool, and it has direct access to the beach. Catering 
is offered in a number of locations within the resort, 
as well as room service. With hot & cold showers (a 
bit of a novelty in Claveria) the resort could become 
the Mecca for serious windsurfers and kiteboarders 
from around the World. 

If you tire of windsurfing and kiteboarding then 
there is a three-kilometer, mangrove-dotted river 
just waiting for kayaks. Kayaking is a superb way to 
encounter the wildlife of an area and, in the Cagayan 
area, to photograph indigenous and migrating birds.

As evidence of the stability and consistency of the 
wind along the North shore, a row of wind turbines 
is planned, to be located along the ridge of the sand 
dunes, to capture Mother Nature’s gift of breeze and 
to power the adjacent communities. With the coming 
of the wind turbines the residents of Claveria expect to 
make the, now frequent, blackouts forever a memory. 

Claveria River Cruise

The Cabingcungan river finds its way to the sea 
at the East side of the town. A kilometer before 
reaching the open sea is the main port - the port 
of choice for boats traveling to/from Calayan Island, 
across the Babuyan Channel. The Calayan boats 
arrive laden with fish and other island produce, and 
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water, hunting for 
octopus at Taggat 
Lagoon 

G
ir

lie
 C

er
va

nt
es

CA
G

AY
A

N



BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 37

Cantomucad, Loon, Bohol
for more information

& reservations, contact:

(0916) 268 6145 or
(0917) 304 1894

WANNA SEE SOME 
MONKEY BUSINESS?   

IN THEIR 
NATURAL 
HABITAT 

LOON
MACAQUES

MANGROVE
MONKEYS

then load up with sodas and other consumables that 
are not produced on the island.

The port will soon become the starting point for a three-
to-four hour river cruise, aboard a floating restaurant, 
intended to take tourists on a gentle, scenic adventure 
into the wilderness of the forest-lined river.

The river cruise is designed to introduce visitors to 
the historic tranquility of Claveria and to encourage 
them to appreciate the unique natural beauty that 
is omnipresent in the foothills of the mountainous 
North of the Philippines. If the illegal logging can be 
curtailed here (instead of obviously tolerated) then 
the river cruise, and the forests that it touches, will 
continue to amaze visitors throughout the coming decades.

Maybe the river cruise, if taken at dusk, will offer 
unexpected delights such as the appearance of a 
unique owl that was captured, ringed and released 
recently beside the Taggat Lagoon.

Life in Claveria has never been easy, even if Lakay-
lakay is happy with the world. The fishing boats did 
not lay the daklis nets the next morning because the 
sea was too rough, so those who shared the meager 
spoils of the day before would have to wait another 
day before their rice was flavored with more than 
toyo (soy sauce).

Collecting gamet seaweed for export to Japan
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Claveria enjoys many outstanding naturally beautiful 
attractions, and only lacks sustained Eco-oriented 
investment to enable it to reach its full potential and 
become highly visible to the social-networked World 
traveler. It is my observation that if this message 
would be communicated to the related OFWs, then 
the magic of eco-tourism will empower this otherwise 
sleepily-romantic municipality.

We left Claveria for Tuguegarao with mixed feelings: 
on the one part we could see how easily a few dollars 
of investment in water sports equipment, combined 
with a broader vision within the core of the community, 
could transform the town and its environs into a 
showcase eco-tourism/water sports destination; 
and, our fear was that such an influx of tourists may 
change the character of the people of Claveria, and 
maybe the next L300-load of tourists would actually 
be charged a fee to help haul in the daklis nets . . . 
would that please or displease Lakay-lakay? I guess 
we will have to await the consideration of the gods 
of the sea hereabouts.

How To Get To Cagayan

Cagayan can be reached by air from Terminal 3 at 
Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) or by air-
conditioned bus from Cubao, Metro Manila. NAIA 
to Tuguegarao airport is a painless one-hour flight. 
The bus journey time from Manila to Tuguegarao is 

about 14 hours; best to leave Manila in the early 
evening and sleep en route.

By air you have the choice of daily flights from Cebu 
Pacific Air and AirPhil Express. Note: according to 
airport staff in Tuguegarao, although AirPhil Express 
usually offers the cheaper fare, its flights are most 
often canceled at the last minute. 

On the day we departed Tuguegarao for Manila 
the AirPhil Express flight was once again canceled. 
Those with extra money bought seats on Cebu Pacific 
Air while those who could not get a seat had to hunt 
for a cheap hotel for the night. According to airport 
staff, Cebu Pacific Air is the more reliable airline on 
this sector.

By air-conditioned bus you have the choice of 
numerous bus companies from Manila, e.g. the very 
reliable Victory Liner, and (recently introduced) it 
is now possible to get provincial bus services direct 
from Vigan and Laoag.

Once in Tuguegarao, you can reach both Santa 
Ana and Claveria by frequent L300 (or 
similar) services. Travel time from 
Tuguegarao to Santa Ana is 
around three hours by L300 
and to Claveria about four 
hours. 

ACTIVITY Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Bird Watching * * * * * * * * * * * *
Boating * * * * * * * * * * * *
Kayaking * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Kiteboarding ** * * * * *     * * *
Scuba diving * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Snorkeling * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Trekking * * * * * * * * * * * *
Windsurfing ** * * * * *     * * *
*  bring your own equipment

**       best along the North shore, bring your own equipment

Beautiful Claveria
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The Avalon Beach 
Club offers guests a 
300 metre beach front 
on which to relax

Active Tip: Make a reservation at a good resort or 
hotel and ask them to arrange a pick-up at the airport . . . 
more expensive but much faster.

Where To Stay In Santa Ana

Santa Ana offers a choice of twenty resorts and 
hotel accommodations and even some of the 
international casinos are opening their rooms to non-
gamblers. We can thoroughly recommend the Jotay 
Resort, the Country Inn and the Avalon Beach Club. 

The Avalon Beach Club is the most expensive (around 
Php 2,800 per room night, good for two), while the 
Jotay Resort and Country Inn are more modestly 
priced (around Php 1,500 per room night, good for two).

Active Tips: (1) the Avalon Beach Club offers the 
most luxurious accommodation and the most 
enticing menu; (2) Jotay Resort has the most 
water sports organized at the present time, the 
biggest water sports plans for the future plus a 
swimming pool; (3) the Country Inn offers the most 
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romantic dining option – on a private pavilion over 
the beach - and a cozy pub; and, (4) pack a jacket 
for going out at night during the Amihan (northeast 
monsoon - October to March).

Where To Stay in Claveria

Claveria offers a selection of twelve resorts and 
boutique hotels, most of which are very modestly 
priced compared to other resort areas around the 
country. Probably the best resort is the North Shore 
Beach Resort, although it is a little bit out of town. 
In the town, the water front area has eight resorts 
with clean rooms and reasonable restaurant facilities. 
At least one new resort is about to be completed here, 
that is a little above the rest (look for the speedboat 
flying through the garden). There are also interesting 
home-stays available and Hugh’s Place in particular 
stands out amongst these (ask to see the secret attic 
room).

Active Tips: (1) make sure you plan your trip to 
Claveria well in advance, many of the resorts are 
closed during off peak times; (2) if you are interested 
in water sports then check in advance with the 
municipal tourism office or your intended resort or 
hotel, many establishments are in the process of 

investing in water sports equipment for hire, so you 
could be lucky and avoid bringing your own; (3) 
take a bunch of individual coffee sachets with you 
unless you enjoy 3-in-1 coffee at breakfast - 
incomprehensibly, in an area of the country where 
coffee grows on trees, it was impossible to order a 
simple black coffee without anything added; and, 
(4) pack a jacket for going out at night during the 
Amihan (northeast monsoon - October to March). 

El Dia Resort Hotel
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he Batanes Group of Islands are only a destination 
for the real traveller, but when reached are 

a magical mystery tour of a unique kind, blissfully 
suspended in time. One quirk of nature somehow 
reflects the uniqueness of this space, where, on 
Itbayat IsIand, the coconut crabs are even keen 
enough to climb the trees.

The classic, and the most visited, old Spanish light-
house in the Philippines (there are 32 of them) sits 
on a hill overlooking the most north western point 
of Luzon Island at Bojeador. But in the exposed seas 

between here and the southern tip of Taiwan 210 
nautical miles to the north lie the two most northerly 
groups of Philippine islands. Amianan island is the 
closest to Taiwan lying 80 miles to the south in 
the Batanes Group beside the Bashi Channel. The 
Babuyan Group lie to the south.

This area takes the full brunt of the Amihan 
(NEasterlies) winds that generally prevail from 
November to May. Currents here can run up to 
speeds of 5 knots which makes boating very 
challenging in this open area sometimes known as 

Far from the Madding Crowds 
– the Batanes islands

Words and 
photographs by
BRUCE CURRAN

The pace of life 
has a timeline 
all its own, 
and a fisherman 
will only go to 
sea when the 
weather is 
settled, and it is 
time to catch his 
family’s evening 
meal…

T
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the ‘Land of the Howling Winds.’ In the early part of 
the Typhoon Season, these islands are regularly hit 
by the full brunt of these destructive forces.
  
The islands are a mix of rugged volcanic outcrops 
with craggy rocky coastlines, and separate flat coral 
islands. The coral lands of Itbayat Island lie 16 miles 
to the north of the most habitable island of Batan, 
and can be reached by boat, in good weather.

In terms of travelling to these isolated and unique 
islands, the best time is in April and May, at the cusp 
of the two seasons, when the Amihan winds subside, 
and the Habagat (SWesterlies) winds start to prevail. 
However there is often an Indian Summer in late 
September or early October, when the weather is 
settled and the charm of the place can be well 
appreciated in the calm. This is also the opportunity 
for migratory birds passing through going south to 
escape the northern winters.

There again, it must be very impressive to be a 
traveller there, safely bunkered down, while the full 
force of a typhoon howls and whistles and whips its 
way through en route to Taiwan or on to the Asian 
mainland. During the typhoon season the travellers 
time must be fluid and flexible, naturally ruled by 
the weather gods.

These Batanes Islands have often been likened to the 
Scottish or Irish islands, and the open grasslands and 
rolling hills on Batan definitively give this impression 
to a Scotsman like myself. The old traditional stone 
houses resemble the Scottish and Irish stone crofts. 
These old stone houses have walls sometimes three 
feet thick with thick flattened thatching to resist the 
winds.The people have ancient links with Chinese 
and Japanese beginnings, as well as Malay, and even 
the British sailor and freebooter, William Dampier 
was a visitor in a past century. Cows roam freely on 
the common lands, and the gentle lands are ideal 
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for hiking. They are also a landscape-photographers 
dream come true. In fact, these islands are indeed a 
totally different experience from anything else in the 
Philippines. 

Volcanic Mount Iraya is a dominant backdrop in the 
north of Batan Island, and Mount Matarem to the 
south, The SE coast has a village abandoned since 
the 1950s when a tidal wave flushed out the area. 
Indigenous fortifications called Ljang are to be found 
on Batan and also Sabtang Island.

The Ivatan people, who also live on islands in the 
south of Taiwan, are a tribe unto themselves. There 
are stone ruins here that are mysteriously only found 
in one other location, in Okinawa in Japan. There is 
no crime here in the Batanes islands, and the story 
goes that if you go in to a shop and find no-one 
there, it is accepted to just leave the money on the 
counter….that is just how laid back these people 
are. 

As far as boating goes, all anchorages here are tenuous, 
and exposed to one or other of the prevailing winds. 
There fishing boats are small enough to drag onto 
land as needs be, or are able to be transported 
overland pulled by a Carabao.  Their boats are quite 
different from those in the rest of the Philippines, 
looking like European-style dories, although their 
sophisticated building methods pre-date European 

arrivals. Single hulled carvel planking is used for their 
rowing, sailing  and motor boats.

There are a few resorts, and travellers can be housed 
in private homes, but the most interesting is to rent 
an old Ivatan stone cottage, and be looked after by 
the neighbourly owners, particularly on Sabtang 
island, close to Batan. Basco is the main town, but 
needless to say is simply a small village. The Batanes 
islands are a Province in their own right, and boast a 
total population of some 6,000 souls.

The pace of life has a timeline all its own, and a 
fisherman will only go to sea when the weather is 
settled, and it is time to catch his family’s evening 
meal…such are the stresses of life when island 
bound far from the madding crowds. 
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Words and 
photographs by 

GIRLIE CERVANTES

The more 
skillful the 
riders, the 
better the 
tricks they 
performed 
and more 
applause 
was heard 
for maneuvers 
never seen 
before.

Summer Water Sports Search For Kids

Summer school break is fast approaching and my 
kids are looking for “ways” ahead to have fun 

and do adventurous stuff above water. While I would 
like them to experience sailing, neither the racing 
sort nor cruising is readily available in Mindanao for 
us sailor “wannabes” (travel with the whole brood to 
Luzon or Visayas may be quite expensive for mamu). 
My objective is to find a water sport activity for kids 
of all ages, offering good value for money. 

There is quite a variety of water sports in Davao – 
diving, snorkeling, skim boarding, surfing, parasailing, 
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The biggest applause for the best tricks . . .

Summer Water Sports Search For Kids

kayaking, river rafting, water tubing, and wakeboarding. 
As I scheme through these activities, my best bet for 
my kids would be – Wakeboarding. 

To my mind wakeboarding can be done even by my 
inexperienced 7 year old or my 23 year old hearing 
impaired. It can also be just a one-time deal for my 
least adventurous 13 year old mini-me but it could 
be a challenge for my only son to hone new skills. 
What makes it a winner choice for me (aside from 
it being reasonably priced at Php900 and Php600 
(student price) for whole day ride at Deca Wake-

boarding Park) is the fact that it is a healthy activity 
that will allow flexing of muscles, learning new skills 
and getting a little bit of sun. 

Wakeboarding is a surface water sport, that was 
developed by combining water skiing, snow boarding 
and surfing techniques. It is best accomplished on 
lakes or on inter-coastal waterways. While riding over 
a fiber–coated board made of foam or honey comb, 
wakeboard riders are towed behind either, a motor-
boat (available in Juju Island in Coron, Palawan), 
jet-ski (available in Dumaluan Beach Resort, Bohol) 
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Wake skating with just rubber shoes requires more skill . . .
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or, the more popular, closed-course cable systems, 
available at Camarines Sur Water Complex in Bicol, 
Lago de Oro in Matabungkay and Deca Wakeboard 
Park in Davao.

During my last visit to the Deca Wakeboard Park for 
the Wakeboard Open Tournament in December, 2011, 
I was amazed how many more foreign (Singaporean, 
Malaysian, Thai and Chinese) and domestic tourist 
riders had come to Davao to compete. They filled 
all categories by gender, age and class (“groms”, 
amateurs & professionals).

My mission on that day was to photograph the 
championship, so I went to the side of the cable lake 
were lighting was good – sounds logical for a photographer - 
but that was too far away from the people, so I walked 
around to where the action was and where I can get 
proper input on the alien language I was hearing.

Just like any other action sport, wakeboarding has 
its own, totally unique vocabulary for tricks, stunts 
and maneuvers. I was going ‘gaga’ trying to understand 
the technicalities involved in the competition but I 
picked up some basic input: Heelside Edge - heading 

towards the wake, chest facing the tow; and, Toeside 
Edge - approaching from the other direction, with 
chest facing away from the tow. 

Wakeboarding enthusiasts say that a rider’s edge is very 
important to determine the height of a jump. With the 
use of “the edge”, a rider can move outside of the wake 
or cut easily toward it. For the competition, a kicker 
(ramp) was strategically positioned for maneuvers to be 
executed when launched into the air. Jumping into the 
flat bar, the rider tries to keep his balance.

As I moved closer to where the kicker and the flat bar 
were. I could almost always hear “50-50 grinds” and 
“Toeside Backroll”. I am not quite sure what these are.

The more skillful the riders, the better the tricks they 
performed and more applause was heard for maneuvers 
never seen before. It was a conundrum of technical jargon 
that required study or, maybe, actual practice by me.

I think I wasn’t paying much attention on the 
media kit provided by the Board Shop, because when 
I heard the announcer saying – up next Men’s 
Professional Wakeskating, I was dumbfounded, not 
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knowing the difference between a wakeboard and 
wakeskate. I carefully observed and noted the difference 
between the two.

Wakeskating is an adaptation of wakeboarding that 
uses the same basic design of the board, except that 
wakeskates do not have shoes and straps to bind 
riders to their boards. In my limited experience, I 
can say that wakeskating should be very challenging 
and its tricks inherently more demanding than 
wakeboarding.
  

Wakeskate riders wore shoes while riding and the 
top surface of the board is covered with griptape, 
as on a skateboard. The riders looked like they were 
skateboarding except on a water surface. I thought 
probably the water would be kinder to the rider with 
their inevitable falls.

Again the wakeskate is another source of confusion 
to my newly limited vocabulary. The course for the 
wakeskate is similar to that of the wakeboard course, 
except the skate riders use the “inner kicker” and 
“roof top”. This routine gave me terms like: “lip 
tricks”, “inside-out”, “re-entry”, “flat tricks” and 
“wake to wake”. 

I was getting brain racked with all the frontside 
lipslide to bigspin 270 shuvit out or the kickflip to 
frontside boardslide (I can’t even punctuate them). 
Despite the conundrums, I managed to walk straight 
afterward. 

Back to my summer water sport search for the kids. 
My resolve is that for once, I should put my camera down 
and experience the adrenalin rush of the wakeboarding 
stint with them. This summer, I will learn the ropes 
of wakeboarding and see how different it is from the 
pulling the running back-stays of the sailing yacht 
Sorcerer. And who knows, I might even lose some 
unwanted weight :-)

The rider’s edge 
determines the height 
of the jump

Winning a trophy is 
something to celebrate    
           with a hug
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What I am most interested in for my kids will be the 
3-day Wakeboard Camp, 23 to 25 March, to be 
held also in succeeding months. A maximum of 20 
participants per session will be accepted on a first-
come-first-served basis, for the wakeboarding clinic. 
Each student will be individually guided by the best 
professional wakeboarders of Deca. According to Jason 
“Choy” Poblete, of The Board Shop (Deca Wakeboard 
Park’s new management), each student will have video 
recordings of their rides for review and critique at the 
end of each day’s session. Through the videos, riders 
will see for themselves how they executed maneuvers, 
see their progress and hopefully learn from it. 

Waiting for the next launch point



52 BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 



BOATING&
WATERSPORTS 

Subic Bay
Magellan’s Compund
Argonaut Hi-way, Subic Bay Freeport Zone
Olongapo City, Zambales, Philippines
Telephone: +63 47 252-5468      
Mobile: +63 929 276-3088      
Email: subic@broadwatermarine.com

Manila Bay
Asean Park
CCP Complex Roxas Boulevard
Malate, Manila, Philippines
Telephone: +63 2 832-5027      
Email: manila@broadwatermarine.com

Cebu Mactan
Cebu Yacht Club
Building 1, Pusok, Lapu-Lapu City
Mactan Island, Cebu, Philippines
Telephone: +63 32 341-0474      
Mobile: +63 926 691-5101      
Email: cebu@broadwatermarine.com
 
Punta Feugo
Punta Fuego Yacht Club
North Marina, Club Punta Fuego
Nasugbu, Batangas, Philippines
Mobile: +63 927 668-4388      
Email: puntafuego@broadwatermarine.com

Boracay
Bantud Manoc-Manoc
Malay
Boracay, Aklan, Philippines
Telephone: +63 36 260-2424       
Mobile: +63 929 823-0198      
Email: boracay@broadwatermarine.com

AVAILABLE FROM

Ronstan’s Sailing Gear range 
uses a combination of high 
performance materials for their 
unique properties to produce 
more flexible, lighter weight 
and more comfortable gear.

The Ronstan Orbit range offers the finest block and cars available. Providing 
low-friction peak performance where you need it; control and durability. 
Lighter and stronger thanks to their polymer and fibre construction, 
Orbit Blocks™ and cars are at the cutting edge of Ronstan’s
space-age sailing
hardware range. 

www.ronstan.com



C
 L

 A
 S

 S
 I

 F
 I

 E
 D

  
 A

 D
 S

Asiacraft Advantage 
Center Console Power Boat

Php 780,000 neg.                      
Tel.  +63 908157-1287

T-top and boat trailer
powered by a 225hp V6 

Evinrude  OceanPro 
outboard motor.

CLASSIFIED ADS from PhP 750!
Power Boats • Sailing Yachts • House & Lot 

Businesses • Motor Vehicles
Call: +63 939 936-4045
E-Mail: info@activeboatingwatersports.com 

40 HP Mercury 4-Stroke 
Outboard Engine
40 HP Mercury 4-Stroke outboard engine. 
2002 Model Tiller Steering with Tiller 
Gear Shift. Brand New Propeller. 
Immaculate Condition. 

Tel.+ 63 939 936-4045 Php 190,000

60 HP Mercury 4-Stroke 
Outboard Motor
60 HP Mercury 4-Stroke (2008 Model), 
20-inch shaft. Including Forward Con-
trols with Electric trim and Tilt. 
In perfect condition. 

                                                   Reduced to
Tel.  +63 908157-1287 Php 250,000

V-Nose Punt 12 Foot
Poly V-Nose Punt 12ft seats 6 Adults plus Foam Filled and 
Unsinkable with Cleats. Choice of colors. Anchor Kit. Bimini.
                                                                                    Ex-Subic Bay 

                                                   
Tel.  +63 906 236-5788                      Reduced to

 
Php 120,000

13 Foot Speed              Boat with Trailer

Tel.+ 63 939 936-4045                                      Php 190,000

Island Runner 35 Speed Boat Island Runner 35 with 
3 x 225 HP Mercury 
Saltwater Series out-
board motors for sale. 
Shower & toilet. 
Stereo, rotating dash, 
auto-pilot, chart plotter. 
Currently:Subic Bay

Php 4,500,000
Tel.+63 908157-1287

Als Interlink 13-foot Speed Boat 
With Outboard & Trailer

13ft Als Interlink 
Speedboat with 
70 hp Mariner 
outboard motor 
2-stroke; Binimi, 
seats, split wind-
screen, dual battery, 
wiring and control 
panel; with Trailer. 
Great bay boat.

Php 450,000
Tel.+63 906 236-5788

Tel.+ 63 939 936-4045                       Reduced to
 Php 350,000

Savage Avenger Speed Boat 

Savage Avenger speed boat, 
13 foot (built in 
Australia), 60 HP 
Mariner 
Electric 
Trim 
and Tilt.

Bimini. New Upholstery / 
Newly Painted. 

Very 
Good 

Condition
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The Largest
Yacht Chandler in the Philippines

With over 10,000 stock items
from all the Leading Manufacturers

SUBIC BAY  Tele/Fax: (047) 252 5468  Mobile: 0929 276 3088 
Branches:  MANILA • CEBU • BORACAY • PUNTA FUEGO
www.broadwatermarine.com

                 GPS                      Cleaning Compounds          Lighting & Electrical             Jackets & Vests

The Philippine Distributor of Famous, Quality Brands

   Hull, Deck & Cabin    Plumbing & Water Systems        Communication                       Funtoys 
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