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The Hobie 
Challenge 
continued its 
long tradition 
of mixing tough 
racing legs, 
breathtaking 
scenery and a 
heart tugging 
outreach pro-
gram visiting 
small villages 
and indigenous 
communities 
along the way.
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hat Oxford Dictionary definition of challenge 
accurately describes the annual Aboitiz Power 

Hobie Challenge, a gruelling 250 nautical mile race, 
held this year from March 14 to 22, in conjunction 
with PHINSAF, the Philippine Inter-Island Sailing 
Federation.

The aim of PHINSAF and Aboitiz Power is to place the 
country prominently in the international sailing calendar, 
an aim which is meeting with great success. From a 
casual bet some years ago, the Hobie Challenge has 
grown into a much-awaited and unique event attracting 
world champions and hard-core sailors. 

Known for offering an entirely different route each 
year, and with 7,107 islands in the Philippines to 
choose from, it is able to mix popular tourist destinations 
with well-kept local secrets, making each Challenge 
unique. The Hobie Challenge also has a strong socio-
civic component through its Outreach Program, making 
donations and supporting schools and underprivileged 
children of the islands the race visits. This year’s 15th 
Hobie Challenge sailed from Laiya to Nasugbu, 
Batangas, via Verde Island, Puerto Galera, Ambil 
Island and Corregidor, finishing at Canyon Cove
for the awards and celebrations to mark the end of 
another great contest.

The “Overall winner [of the Challenge is] determined 
by the best time accumulated in all of the five legs. 
Each leg entails sailing for an average of about five 

hours a day, depending on the winds”, according to 
ISAF & Principal Race Officer, Jerry Rollin.

This year’s Hobie Challenge was sponsored by La Luz 
Beach Resort, Rayomarine, Potato Corner, GoPro, 
Canyon de Boracay Premiere, Standard Insurance, 
Landco, and Blood Red Clothing. Emergency Medical 
Support was provided by Lifeline Rescue, while GPS 
Tracking was provided by WRU.PH. The race was also 
supported by the Department of Tourism - Region IV-
A, the Provincial Government of Oriental Mindoro, 
Taal Lake Yacht Club, Novellino Wines and Broadwater 
Marine, R.O.X. and Seahorse Marine.

Since its inception in 2000, the Challenge has enjoyed 
strong patronage from top Australian sailors, most of 
whom return year after year. Past Challenges have seen 
the top three over-all winners come from Australia, i.e. 
in 2008, 2009, 2011, and 2012. Among the champions 
from down under are Bruce Tardrew, Sarah Turnbull, 
Bob Engwirda, Brad Wilson, Mick Butler, and Aaron 
Worall. And for the fifth time in the fifteen-year history 
of the Philippines’ premier extreme sailing race, three 
all-Australian teams garnered the top honors in this 
year’s 15th Philippine Hobie Challenge. 

Challenge virgins Geoff Rowdon and Rosie Phelan 
finished first in four out of five offshore legs to secure 
their Championship. It would have been a clean 
sweep if fellow Australians, and first-time Challenge 
participants, Andrew and Tony Boyd had not won 
the third leg from Puerto Galera to Ambil Island. The 
Boyds finished second over-all.

Andrew Locke, who has joined the Challenge for the 
last nine years, took third place over-all with Rob Watson, 

T

Hobie 
 Challenge

challenge n.  1. a call to demonstrate one’s ability or 
strength  4. a difficult or demanding task

Lined up to start 
second leg Verde 
Island

Party time at the awards 
at Canyon Cove
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who has participated for three years. The duo also won 
the in-shore series championship.

A unique part of the Challenge is the names the teams 
give themselves and this year’s competitors included: 
Maple Syrup, Ben Whan and Wendy Chen sail number 
45; team Taiwan, Alex Chen and Awaing Lin, sail 51; 
Kiss My Aft, Andrew and Tony Boyd, sail 138; Sibling 
Ribaldry, John and Rob Morton sail 142; The Weta The 
Beta, David and Alistair King, sail 144; Signal 8, Justin 
Reynolds and Ewa Przemieniecki, sail 145; Optimum 
Height, Will King and Jen O Boyle, sail 149; Thunder 
Rising, Geoff Rowdon and Rosie Phelan, sail 219; 
Scud, Eric Tomacruz and Andy Aguila, sail 236; Die 
Hard, Eduardo Legarda and Edwin Lucero, sail 238; 
Ned Kelly, Andrew Locke and Robert Watson, sail 294; 
Dutchies, George Van Veen and Marielle Munniksma, 
sail 603; and Footloose with Bruce Tardrew and Sarah 
Turnbull, sail number 629.

The country’s leading extreme sailing race once again 
ruled the waves and captured the heart of all participants. 
Thirteen very capable crews from the Philippines,Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, Australia, Tanzania, Canada and the
Netherlands tested their skills in the weeklong endurance 
race on Hobie 16 sailboats.

Sailing from Laiya, Batangas to Nasugbu, Batangas 
the long way round via Verde Island, Puerto Galera, 
Ambil, and Corregidor, the Hobie Challenge continued 
its long tradition of mixing tough racing legs, breath 
taking scenery and a heart tugging outreach program 
visiting small villages and indigenous communities 
along the way — three ingredients that make this
regatta a unique and unforgettable experience for 
those who become a part of it.

Festivities began prior to the racing with an informal 
meet-and-greet gathering at sports specialty store 
R.O.X. at Fort Bonifacio. The following morning, crews 
were off to La Luz Beach Resort at Laiya, where an 
opening dinner hosted by the Department of Tourism 
welcomed participants to this year’s event. Each race 
day was then completed by music filled nights or laid 
back social activities under starry skies.

Playa Laiya Inshore Race
This year’s challenge warmed up with a short race from 
La Luz Beach Resort to the coast of Landco’s leisure 
development, Playa Laiya in San Juan, Batangas, who 
laid on a delicious luncheon at the end of the race. The 
light winds that prevailed in the morning prompted ISAF 
Principal Race Officer Jerry Rollin to declare just one 
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race, which was won by Andrew Locke and Rob Watson 
(AUS). They were followed by locals Eric Tomacruz and 
Andy Aguila in second place and by Challenge veterans 
Bruce Tardrew and Sarah Turnbull (AUS) in third place.

La Luz Beach Resort Leg 1: Laiya to Verde Island
The first off-shore leg sent sailors across Tayabas Bay 
eastward towards Marinduque before turning west into 
the coral fringed Verde Island. Grade school students 
from Parang Elementary School, a beneficiary of the 
Challenge’s Outreach Program, welcomed the sailors 
as they came ashore. First among them were Geoff 
Rowdon and Rosie Phelan (AUS), followed by Andrew 
and Tony Boyd (AUS), and then by Bruce Tardrew and 
Sarah Turnbull.

Rayomarine Leg 2: Verde Island to Puerto Galera
The following day was a race that crisscrossed the busy 
sea lanes surrounding Verde Island. PRO Jerry Rollin 
shortened the course, cutting off the mark at Chicken 
Feather Island and sending the fleet straight to
Boquete Island in Puerto Galera where ice-cold rum 
and cokes awaited the crews. First served were Geoff 
Rowdon and Rosie Phelan, who chalked up their
second victory 2 minutes and 45 seconds ahead of
Andrew Locke and Rob Watson in second place.
Andrew and Tony Boyd came in third.

Standard Insurance Inshore Race 
As Puerto Galera has a long history as a sailing
destination — its name translates to Port of Galleons — 
it was only fitting that the fleet enjoyed more of its 
fair winds. A series of four inshore races were held and 
after all the scores were tallied, Locke and Watson 

won narrowly over Tardrew and Turnbull, thus marking 
Locke’s first championship Inshore Series win in nine 
years. One point away in third place were Andrew and 
Tony Boyd.

That afternoon was devoted to a meaningful Outreach 
Program to two Iraya Mangyan communities, Ambang 
and Lapantay. A lack of road access and lengthy travel 
time prevented the crews from visiting the villages, so 
the pupils and teachers from Ambang and Lapantay 
went to them. They crossed three rivers and travelled, 
mostly on foot, for four hours to reach Boquete Island 
to receive school supplies, medicines, clinic equipment 
and solar lamps.

Potato Corner Leg 3: Puerto Galera to Ambil Island
The resumption of the offshore legs saw the strongest 
finish for a Filipino team in the Challenge series as Eddie 
Legarda and Edwin Lucero (PH) sailed in third at the 
mark off Ambil Island in Occidental Mindoro. Top 
honors for the 43 nautical mile leg went to Andrew 
and Tony Boyd who beat Rowdon and Phelan by 17 
minutes.

GoPro Leg 4: Ambil Island to Fortune Island 
and Corregidor
The Go Pro leg from Ambil to Corregidor provided
exciting tracking for those following the race via the 
live GPS tracking of WRU.PH. However, when the first 
of the fleet arrived at the halfway mark at Fortune Island 
by noon, dying winds and concerns over the crews’ 
safety resulted in another shortened course. Despite 
the failing winds the fleet continued to Corregidor and 
spent the night on the historic island, complete with a 
Malinta Tunnel Night Tour.

The day’s winners were Rowdon and Phelan, the 
Boyds, and Locke and Watson in first, second and 
third, respectively.

Go Pro an avid supporter of the challenge also awarded 
the winner of Leg 4 with a Hero 4 Go Pro Camera.
Canyon de Boracay Leg 5: Corregidor to Canyon Cove, 
Nasugbu, Batangas

The final leg of the Challenge was held off the coast of 
Nasugbu, from Terrazas de Punta Fuego, Fuego Point, 
Twin Islands, and finally the home run to Canyon Cove 
Beach Resort. Rowdon and Phelan again finished in 
first place, followed by Tardrew and Turnbull, and the 
Boyds third.

At the Awards Dinner Party held that night, over-all 
top honors went to all-Australian teams, two of which 
were in the Challenge for the first time: Champions this 
year were Geoff Rowdon and Rosie Phelan, followed 
by Andrew and Tony Boyd in second place, while
Challenge veterans Andrew Locke and Rob Watson 
took third place.

Fossil Cup
The Fossil Cup is an awards category founded by one 
of the most ardent supporters of the Challenge which 
uses a handicapping system to reward teams showing 

Monchu Garcia at 
Awards celebrations
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FROM THE DESK
Our June edition besides bringing a lot more fun and information, 

it is with sadness that there is a little bit of bad news with the 

passing of a well-known and well-liked figure from Puerto Galera. 

Donna Penman affectionately known as “Salty” who was manager 

of the Puerto Galera Yacht Club for a number of years, among the 

many other things she had helped with in the community, suc-

cumbed to cancer on April 26th 2015. With respect Active Boat-

ing and Watersports convey their condolences to Donna’s family 

and many friends who had steadily grown in numbers over the 

years from her time in Puerto Galera. RIP Donna we will all miss 

you.

On a brighter note our destination in the June edition is San Juan,

Batangas. We were amazed at what this place has to offer while 

there with 15th annual Hobie Challenge, that had selected La Luz 

in Laiya Beach San Juan as the starting point for this year’s 

challenge and decided to make this our feature.

Only a few hours from Manila this amazing place has so much to 

offer, not only the watersports enthusiast but they have some-

thing different and challenging for every visitor to their area.

We also feature the 15th Hobie Challenge which has grown to be 

one of the premier watersports events on the Philippine Calendar, 

and now look forward with bated breath for the 2016 challenge. 

To Ed, Monchu, Phinsaf and all involved with the challenge keep 

up the good work guys you are doing a fantastic job in promoting 

this event.

In our second part of “Cruising the Philippine Waters” we feature 

Palawan and surrounding waters for the benefit of the sailing 

community to help you make it “More Fun in the Philippines.”  

The Editor

Cover Photo Sylvain Liechti



the most improvement during the week-long race. In 
the spotlight were the teams of Alex Chen and Awang 
Lin (TAIWAN), John and Rob Morton (AUS), and 
George Van Veen and Marielle Munniksma (NDL) who 
won first, second, and third places respectively.

True to its roots, the Aboitz Hobie Challenge once 
again showcased the country as a sailing paradise that 
can meet the demands of any sailor — weekend warriors 
and seasoned veterans. It has stayed true to what its 
organizers, the Philippine Inter-Island Sailing Foundation, 
envisioned — an event that promotes sailing as an 
eco-friendly sport, brings the country’s most beautiful 
spots to the world stage and gives something back to 
remote and needy seaside communities along the race 
route.

Outreach
A very important part of the Hobie Challenge is the 
Outreach Program, transforming the race into an
extreme sailing event that takes seasoned sailors to 

the country’s poorest and often insular island and beach 
communities. It is because of the relative isolation of 
some of the more remote areas the Challenge visits that 
the organizers and sponsors have come to know of the 
many seaside communities who lack electricity and even 
such basic school items as chalk. It was to help some of 
these communities get what most of us would consider 
as the basic necessities that led to the beginning of the 
Outreach Program and the support, assistance and supplies 
have grown in each of past 15 years.

This year the Outreach Program was made possible by 
the participants, sponsors, and particularly the private 
donors of the PHC. Among the private donors are Fossil, 
Rosita Ngu, Dr. Susan and Dr. Dennis Cruz, Uni Ballpens, 
Lupel Marketing, William Westervelt, David and Alistair 
King, Susan and Andrew Boyd, David Brunskill, Bob 
Engwirda, and George Mills. From these early donations,
the Outreach Program has now become an integral 
part of the event that the sailors look forward to. Most 
of the participating crews donate personally to the 
Outreach Trust Fund, while others give items such as 
medicines and books. 

The four beneficiary schools this year were Parang
Elementary School at Verde Island, Ambang and
Lapantay Elementary Schools on Oriental Mindoro, 
and Ambil Island’s Tabao Elementary School. Depending 
on the needs of the school or community, they
receive notebooks, various school supplies, medicines, 
medical and clinical supplies, solar lamps and a so-
lar panel. Communities also received individual first-
aid kits from Lifeline Rescue, the official emergency 
medical support group for the Hobie Challenge. The 
smiles and waves of gratitude overwhelmed the sailors 
who participated in this year’s 15th Philippine Hobie 
Challenge, as students and teachers from four public 
elementary schools thanked them for the donations 
made through the event’s Outreach Program.

The Outreach Program of the Challenge was concluded 
on Ambil Island, wherein Mr. Conrado Capuno of
Tabao Elementary School presented a Certificate of 
Appreciation to the participants, sponsors and donors 
of the event for providing school supplies, medicines, 
and a solar panel to their school. Tabao rounded out 
the four beneficiaries of the Outreach Program. 

The major sponsor of the Hobie Challenge is Aboitiz 
Power www.aboitizpower.com 

Active Boating and Watersports Magazine is proud to 
be associated with PHINSAF and the Hobie Challenge. 
For all updates check out the events section in the 
magazine or at www.activeboatingwatersports.com
PHINSAF, (the Philippine Inter-Island Sailing Federation), 
can be contacted at PHINSAF 10F Country Space 
Bldg., Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City, Philippines. 
 
Phone +63-917-621-1647; +63-2-216-00-63 Mondays 
to Saturdays, 9am to 5pm. Check out their website to 
keep up to date with all PHINSAF events at www.phin-
sailing.ph  

A sea of smiles from 
outreach beneficaries



Sailing is great fun. For novices, recreational sailors 
or disciplined competitors there is nothing quite 

so exhilarating as spending a few hours under sail. The 
mystery is just why sailing isn’t more popular here in 
the Philippines, graced as we are with sunshine, secluded 
coves, safe harbours, reliable winds and a myriad of 
small islands and islets to explore. It is changing, of 
course, as more and more young men and women discover
the sheer pleasure to be had by messing about in boats. 
And there are now more organisations dedicated to 
promoting sailing as a sport and helping new-comers 
to learn the basics of sailing.

One such organisation is the Philippine Inter-Island 
Sailing Federation, (PHINSAF), a non-stock, non-
profit foundation run by Philippine-based sailors for 
all sailors. PHINSAF is working with other like minded 
organisations, such as SAGS, and government
departments to create the facilities and infrastructure 
necessary to position the Philippines as a key sailing 
destination in Asia and, ultimately, the world.

PHINSAF, which mainly consists of members from 
the Taal Lake Yacht Club, offers advice and assistance 
to clubs starting out and helps to organise regattas 
and other events for the country’s growing fleet of 
Hobie catamarans, such as this year’s 15th Hobie 
Challenge. The PHINSAF ‘Travellers Series’ is another 
significant event on the Hobie calendar. The series 
runs from October to April, usually with one weekend 
regatta a month, for a total of six regattas — Punta 
Fuego, Tali Beach, the Hobie National Championships, 
and the Taal Volcano regatta, plus two additional
regattas each year. 
 
A key PHINSAF objective is to provide all sailors with 
a venue to get into the country’s burgeoning sailing 
scene. Brimming with 7,107 islands and sailable
conditions throughout most of the year, the Philippines 
is a sailor’s paradise for monohull enthusiasts, racers, 
weekend sailors or those who simply want to learn how 
to sail. 

For the uninitiated, sailing is a healthy, eco-friendly 
outdoor activity which builds lively minds and bodies 
in young women and men, teaches the importance 
of teamwork and brings people together in a spirit 
of cooperation and camaraderie — skills which are valued 
in today’s fast paced business environment. Sailing 
also helps us understand more about the natural world - 
wind, tides, weather patterns - and our place in that 
world. We will, then, hopefully seek to protect that

Philippine Inter-Island Sailing 
Federation (PHINSAF)

Words by 
BARRY 
DAWSON
Photos as 
credited

environment as sailors are only too aware of the
increasing levels of pollution in the seas surrounding 
the Philippines. When all is said and done, you can’t 
get any closer to nature than when you’re sailing: it’s 
just you, your boat, the sun, the sea and the wind.

As the Philippines strives to boost its share of world-
wide tourism, it’s quite probable that sailing will play 
an important role in attracting greater numbers of 
high net worth individuals to our shores to compete 
in some of the better regattas held here each year, 
such as the Subic Bay to Boracay Race and the
Boracay Cup Regatta. Is it too much to dream that, 
one day, sailing in the Philippines could attract the 
same or even more tourists to these shores as scuba 
diving currently does?

For more information on the Philippine Inter-Island 
Sailing Federation, (PHINSAF), please visit their 
website at: http://www.phinsailing.ph/. Explore the 
site, go back regularly for updates and feel free to 
contact them to discover why they’re so passionate 
about trying to put Philippine sailing on the map. Or 
check out their Facebook page.

And remember to keep up to date with what’s
happening on, or in, the water locally by subscribing 
to Active Boating and Watersports magazine. In each 
issue you’ll find news, reviews, coming events and 
thoughtful articles of interest to all those who love 
the water. 

PHINSAF, 
which mainly 
consists of 
members from 
the Taal Lake 
Yacht Club, offers 
advice and 
assistance to 
clubs starting 
out and helps 
to organise 
regattas and 
other events 
for the country’s 
growing fleet 
of Hobie 
catamarans.



12

Subic Bay to Boracay RaceSubic Bay to Boracay Race
Two of the most anticipated and competitive 

events on the Asian sailing calendar took place 
between February 27 and March 6. The Subic Bay to 
Boracay Race and the Boracay Cup Regatta are two 
of the 12 Asian Yachting Grand Prix Circuit races that 
contribute points towards the Asian Yachting Skipper 
and Yacht of the Year trophy. Races are held in the 
waters off some of South East Asia’s most alluring lo-
cations with each fiercely competitive event pushing 
men and boats to the limit in often testing and
frustrating weather conditions.

February 27 - Subic Bay
The annual Subic Bay to Boracay Race got underway 
with registration, skipper’s meetings and a meet and 
greet party hosted by the Lighthouse Marina and 
Jun Avecilla, an ardent sailor and avid supporter of 
all sailing events in Subic Bay. He is also one of the 

founding members of SAGS (Saturday Afternoon 
Gentleman’s Sailing), a group set up to improve 

wider world recognition of all aspects of sailing 
in the Philippines. The evening was filled with 

fun and frivolity, the crews catching up with 
old friends and rivals and assessing new 

comers from abroad, while preparing for 

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs

as credited

Karakoa was 
the first boat 
to get back 
on track and 
narrowly 
avoided 
Jelik in its 
path before 
cranking on 
and leading 
off the line. 

t h e 
c o m -
m e n c e -
ment of 
the race the 
following day.

The Saturday 
morning saw a 
mad flurry of last 
minute preparations, 
then it was out on the 
water to assess the swirl-
ing, changeable breeze 
and get ready for the 
start of another memorable 
race. With all boats testing 
their sails, each jockeying for 
a good starting position as the 
last minute warning was sounded 
the boats were at the ready. When 
the final siren went for the race to 
start everyone was away with spinnakers 
flying to one of the fastest starts on 
record, heading out to open waters for the 
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Subic Bay to Boracay RaceSubic Bay to Boracay RaceSubic Bay to Boracay Race
gruelling 210 nautical mile race to Boracay, through the
 heavily congested Verde Island Passage between Luzon 
and Mindoro — one of the busiest shipping channels 
in the Philippines.

Boracay, Philippines 
With the overall stakes hanging in the balance, 

the final day of racing turned into a feisty af-
fair. A sunny day with blue skies and a 20 to 

24 knot North Easterly blowing, the stage 
was set for some close racing and the 

competitors did not disappoint. As 
the big yachts crammed in at the 

boat end of the start line, Geoff 
Hill’s Custom Smith 72 Antipo-

des, made a daring lunge in 
front of Ernesto Echauz’s 

TP52 Standard Insurance 
Centennial III and nearly 

ended up in the back of 
the starter’s boat. To 

leeward Frank Pong’s 
Custom Dibley 

75 Jelik was hold-
ing the lay line 

as Antipodes barged in above them and the situation 
ended with all boats, including Ray Ordoveza’s Excel 
53 Karakoa at the pin end, over the line as the horn 
sounded.

Quite why the start to this race was so badly 
botched by so many experienced and knowledge-
able skippers remains an unsolved puzzle. Perhaps 
the cause lies with the tranquil charm of Boracay 
itself, leading to a few basic and well honed 
procedures being overlooked in the heat of 
what was becoming an epic high stakes 
battle for victory.

A mad scurry followed, manoeuvring 
these big boats back to the line and 
restarting. That heart rendering
account set the precedent for the 
rest of the day, as with each race 
result the overall positions moved 
up and down the the table.

Making a quick spin 
around the pin, Karakoa
was the first boat to get 

Selma Star racing
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back on track and narrowly avoided Jelik in its path 
before cranking on and leading off the line. It took 
the others half the windward beat to catch them and 
as they rotated, Karakoa held their time to win the 
race. Only one second separated the duelling leaders, 
with Echauz’s Centennial III edging out Pong’s Jelik and 
closing the overall gap to one point. As Hill’s Antipo-
des ended in fourth place, the intended protests were 
withdrawn.

The final race start was a little more subdued, 
with yachts evenly spread along the line. Echauz’s
Centennial III held the lead into the downwind mark 
but it looked as if their chances were blown away 
with the wind. Until, that is, the spinnaker on Pong’s 
Jelik shredded on the final leg, losing valuable time as 
they retrieved the pieces and hoisted a replacement. All 

the time, Hill’s Antipodes made up valuable ground 
and by crossing the finish line 3.5 minutes

behind Jelik, slotted into the winners berth. All 
eyes were on Ordoveza’s Karakoa the small-

est boat in the IRC 1 Class, as it closed in 

on the finish. As they claimed second place, they 
relegated Jelik to third and Centennial lll to fourth.

With Centennial lll dropping the fourth place 
and Jelik’s worst result being third, they ended up 
tied on nine points. As Jelik won the first three 
races, the tie was broken in their favour and they 
celebrated victory in the Boracay Cup. By winning 
the Subic to Boracay Race Echauz’s Centennial III 
became the winner of the combined events and was 
awarded the impressive, hand crafted, solid brass, 
perpetual trophy for their effort.

In the IRC 2 Class, Fred Kinmonth/Nick Burns’ Sydney
GTS 43 EFG Mandrake have completely dominated
proceedings with six wins in the Boracay Cup 
and class victory in the combined Subic Bay to 
Boracay Race. Although the results don’t show the
competitiveness of the other boats, they all raced in close 
company, often with only seconds separating the placings. 
Martin Tanco’s Sydney 46 Centennial II pushed hard all 
week and took second place on the podium.

Centennial III 
in action

Jelik Wins Boracay 
Cup Regatta 2015
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Helmuth Hennig’s Marten 49 Vineta and Jun Avecilla’s
Beneteau First 36.7 Selma Star ended tied on 16 
points with the same number of placing’s through-
out the week. So it came down to the last race and 
as Avecilla’s Selma Star corrected out in third place, 
they also claimed third spot on the podium and
relegated Hennig’s Vineta to fourth place.
                    
We keep harping about the fantastic sailing conditions 
in Boracay and when David Witt the skipper on Syd 
Fischer’s Ragamuffin 90 received the line honours 
trophy, for the record breaking Subic Bay to Boracay 
Race, he pointed out that, “The secret is out! Keep 
posting on social media and the world sailing
community will get to know this regatta exists”. For 
serious racers, all the ingredients both on and off the 
water to make a great event are here. The organisers 
have gone to great lengths to keep this international 
event going and with the support of provincial
governments, would like to continue long into the 
future. So jot down in your sailing diary late February 
early March next year and join us for the thrills and 
spills of the Subic Bay to Boracay Race and the
Boracay Cup Regatta. 

Veth de Jesus, Treasury Director, Pepsi Cola Phils presents the trophy 
to EFG Mandrake

Winners of the Combined Subic Bay to Boracay Race and 
Boracay Cup Regatta Trophy goes to Standard Insurance 
Centennial III 

Selma Star
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Tel. No.: +63-2-216-0063
Address: PHINSAF c/o 
RAYOMAR MANAGEMENT
10/f Country Space Bldg.
Gil Puyat Ave.,Makati City
Email:  admin@phinsailing.ph

Winners of the Boracay Cup Regatta 2015
Overall - Racing Class 1
1.  Jelik - Frank Pong
2.  Standard Insurance Centennial III - 
 Ernesto Echauz
3.  Antipodes - Geoff Hill

Overall - Racing Class 2
1.  EFG Mandrake - Fred Kinmonth / Nick Burns
2.  Centennial II - Martin Tanco
3.  Selma Star - Jesus Avecilla, Jr.

Winners of the Combined Standard Insurance Subic 
Bay to Boracay Race and Boracay Cup Regatta 2015
Overall - Racing Class 1
1.  Standard Insurance Centennial III - Judes Echauz
2.  Jelik - Frank Pong
3.  Antipodes - Geoff Hill

Overall - Racing Class 2
1.  EFG Mandrake - Fred Kinmonth / Nick Burns
2.  Centennial II - Martin Tanco
3.  Vineta - Helmuth Hennigial 

EFG Mandrake on 
the water.



1818

Each dive was 
scored with a 
0-10 scoring 
system based 
on the judge’s 
impression of 
the dive and 
its degree of 
difficulty– 
including the 
initial leap, 
the number 
of twists and 
somersaults 
and the 
somersaults 
positioning.

Words by 
BARRY

DAWSON 
Photographs 
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he Philippine Diving team together with
 international cliff divers from Germany, Australia 

and Switzerland joined the 4th Club Punta Fuego and 
Rider Cliff Diving Invitational Challenge last March 21, 
2015 at the Punta Del Sol Peninsula of Club Punta 
Fuego in Nasugbu, Batangas. 

Club Punta Fuego, is the ideal venue for the cliff 
diving competition, blessed with an awesome view 
to give you the perfect backdrop of pristine waters, 
majestic cliffs that is  surrounded by clear blue 
skies, and you have the perfect spot for cliff diving. 
 
This fourth edition promoted the sport of Cliff Diving in 
the Philippines even more competitive with a   now 
challenging height of twenty meters, higher than 
the previous years’ maximum of fourteen meters. 
This year seen 3 levels of ten, fifteen and twenty 
meters, attracting a lot of young divers to compete 

in the competition, some as young as 8 years old.  
Divers were judged based on the scoring system 
under the Fédération Internationale de Natation 
(FINA), the international governing body for aquatic 
sports. Each dive was scored with a 0-10 scoring 
system based on the judge’s impression of the dive 
and its degree of difficulty – including the initial 
leap, the number of twists and somersaults the divers 
exhibited and the somersaults positioning until 
they hit the water.  

There was two divisions this year with the open 
class division for adults and a junior division for 
8-16 year olds, attracting nineteen divers including 
for from international shores to compete in this
extreme and awesome event. All competitors 
amazed and enthralled spectators as the gracefully 
plunged from as high as twenty meters to the waters, 
including some fancy and well executed dive manoeuvres.

T
THE 4TH CLUB PUNTA FUEGO AND RIDER 
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Cliff Diving 
Invitational
Challenge

THE 4TH CLUB PUNTA FUEGO AND RIDER THE 4TH CLUB PUNTA FUEGO AND RIDER 
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HIGH DIVING RESULT 
OPEN – MEN CATEGORY             FINAL SCORES
1ST PLACER JAN HEINZEL  275 
 (GERMANY) 
2ND PLACER CHRISTIAN WURST  261.55 
 (GERMANY)                       
3RD PLACER LIAM ATKINS 251.10 
 (AUSTRALIA)
4TH PLACER ANDREAS HULLIGER 
 (SWITZERLAND) 240.45
5TH PLACER ZARDO DOMENIOS   221.35 
 (PHILIPPINES)        
YOUTH CATEGORY
BOYS DIVISION
1ST PLACER D’XISMEN R. DUMAGUIT 137.45
 (LAGUNA)         
2ND PLACER  JOHN ELMERSON A. FABRIGA   
 (DAVAO)  125.00 
3RD PLACER ANJOE P. LOBERANES  107.90
 (MANILA)                        
GIRLS DIVISION
1ST PLACER RIZA JANE S. DOMENIOS  
 CALOOCAN) 78.55                        
2ND PLACER HAZEL BERNADETTE O. ABIERA   
 (MANILA) 78.55                        
3RD PLACER KATHLEEN MAE S. EBAN 
 (MANILA) 51.40 
         

Mikel Arriet Arruiz, General Manager of Club Punta 
Fuego commented that “With the continuous support 
of our sponsors, we are hoping to expand this cliff 
diving event and further promote the sport. Next 
year, we are expecting to see more international 
divers to join our local divers in an extreme
international competition..”

The event was made possible by its co-presenter 
Rider and major sponsor SMART;

Donor sponsors included PLDT, Franville Printing, 
Aquaholic Swimwear, Nestle Ice Cream, Gatorade, 
Roxaco, Landco, Natures Spring, Dermplus,
Emperador Distillers, Meritus Prime, and Nestea 
Dalandan.

Active Boating and Watersports are proud to be 
media partners of Club Punta Fuego and you can 
keep up to date with all club events at www.active-
boatingwatersports.com 
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ICTSI Philippine 
Kiteboarding 

Tour Season Two

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs
 as credited

Even though 
the weather 
was unkind, 
with grey, 
wet, cold 
and stormy 
conditions, 
it did not 
prevent these 
champions 
from 
performing at 
their peak.



A fter a fantastic first leg at picturesque
Anguib Beach at Santa Ana, Cagayan 

Valley in Northern Luzon, the second leg of the ICTSI 
Philippine Kiteboarding Tour - Season 2 was held at 
the beautiful Bulabog Beach, Boracay. Good weather 
and fair winds set the stage for another highly
competitive leg in this popular aquatic sport, which 
came to an exciting close on Sunday, February 8. The 
Boracay leg welcomed 120 participants from Manila, 
Davao, Puerto Princesa, Laguna, Puerto Galera, Boracay 
and Romblon plus participants from 20 Asian and
European countries. 

The second leg saw Carlo Leongson, from Manila, win 
a tight battle in the Masters Division, breaking the 
three-way tie from day one with an ace on the last
of the three races held on the second day. He was
followed by Jay Ortiz for second and Atte Kappel from 
Sweden who took third. Moving on to the Women’s 
Division; in first place was German Kathrin Bogwardt 
with a slim one point margin over Liezl Tio, a Boracay 
based competitor who finished second, while Viola 
Kaukonen from Finland grabbed third place. The Twin 
Tip race Men’s Division was dominated by Filipinos 
with first place won by Doque Delos Santos from
Boracay who aced all five races, followed by PKA Vice 
President Ken Nacor in second and Louie Fernando 
who took third place.

In the newly created Novice Women’s Division, first 
and second place winners were both from the Philippines. 

Irene Lara won with an ace in the last race following
a kite tangle between second place-getter Paul
Rosales and another competitor on the starting 
line. Maria Kariniemi from Finland took third spot. 
Three local competitors prevailed in the Novice Men’s
Division, with first place going to Glynn Aurelio,
second was Ruel Madaluyo, also from Boracay, and 
third was Joseph Consul of Manila. 

The kiteboarding action shifted to Bagasbas Beach 
Daet, Camarines Norte on Friday, February 13 with 
over 60 participants striving for top honours in various 
divisions during the third leg of the ICTSI Philippine
Kiteboarding Tour-Season 2. Even though the weather 
was unkind, with grey, wet, cold and stormy conditions, 
it did not prevent these champions from performing 
at their peak.

Norwegian high-flier Malin Amle headed for back-to-
back victories as she led the elite field in the Women’s 
Freestyle event, which also featured Austria’s Julia 
Tausch who dominated the kickoff leg of the four-
stage tour sponsored by International Container
Terminal Services, Inc. in Anguib, Santa Ana, Cagayan 
last month.

The Oslo native Amle flashed fast in-and-out tricks 
to capture the crown in last week’s second leg in Boracay, 
besting Japanese champion Aya Oshima and Tausch. 
But Oshima, also the former Freestyle Asian champion, 
and Tausch both came up with new tricks in a bid to 
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foil Amle, guaranteeing a thrilling battle for the crown 
in the event sponsored by Cabrinha and LIP Sunglasses.

Thirteen-year-old Christian Tio also confirmed his 
participation in the three-day event, backed by Daet 
On The Go, Bagasbas Lighthouse Hotel, Mike’s Kite, 
Bigg’s Diner and CBS Pineapple Soap, with the top
junior kiteboarder raring to strut his stuff in the men’s 
Freestyle event.

Other events were the Twin Tip Race, featuring the 
Masters and the Men’s and Women’s categories, 
the Hang Time, and the Novice category, according 
to PKA president Jay Ortiz, who won the Twin Tip 
Masters crown in Santa Ata but settled for second in 
Boracay.

Action then moved to Puerto Princesa to host the tour’s 
final leg from March 6 to 8 with a huge international 
field expected to compete in the championship leg.

Unfortunately the first day, Friday, was completely 
windless so the day’s competition was cancelled. 
Early on Saturday morning the wind again stayed 

away so no competition took place until it picked 
up just before mid-day, and racing began. To make up 
for lost time the organizers held two races per class: 
then they switched to Freestyle until the tide was too 
low and competition was called off for safety reasons 
at 4.30 pm. 

A useful wind greeted competitors on the final day 
and the Freestyle event was resumed and ultimately 
completed. Hang Time was the next event and this 
too was completed. Ate Kappell again won the Men’s 
Division and a surprise Women’s Division winner was 
Irene Lara from Union Beach in Nabas, Aklan. It was 
a great achievement as this was only her second tour 
event as she was still a Novice following her win in
Boracay. After the Hang Time, three more races per 
class were run. Even the failing wind and delayed 
starts did not deter the competitors from ensuring the 
final leg was packed full of excitement.

Doque Delos Santos again dominated Men’s racing 
with five aces. Ate Kappell and Jay Ortiz were tied 
after the first two races with an ace each, but Kappell 
piled on the pressure by acing the last three races. 
Women’s racing was also tight with Liezl Tio and 
Irene Lara vying for the win. In the end Tio, with her 
long experience of racing on the Asian tour, came out 
on top.

Christian Tio also showed his skill in the flat but shallow
water beating Pierre Vogel, while Malin Amle, as 
expected, won the Women’s, giving the local kids a 
good show.

Awards night was held at the popular Kataboom Bar 
where trophies and accolades were bestowed on the 
winners, bringing to an end  another very successful 
PKA tour season.
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2015 PKA OVERALL TOUR WINNERS (4 stops)

Freestyle Men’s
Christian Tio             
Reynard Gajisan      
Pierre Vogel

Womens
Malin Amle 
Julia Tausch
Franziska Limmer

Hangtime Men’s
Atte Kappel
Doque delos Santos
Christian Tio

Womens
Malin Amle
Liezl Tio
Kathrin Borgwardt

Twin Tip Race
Masters
Jay Ortiz
Atte Kappel
Carlo Leongson

Men’s
Doque delos Santos
Pierre Vogel
Reynard Gajisan

Womens
Liezl Tio
Jing Gajisan
Kara Leongson

PKA wish to thank the Palawan sponsors: the City of Puerto 
Princesa, the Emerald Playa and Nature Park, Microtel by 
Wyndham, Kuyba Alomoneca Meditation Garden, Printhub 
Solution, Chez Rose Beach Bar & Restaurant, Kataboom 
Bar, Blue Palawan Resort and Fluid Surf. 

For further PKA events check out the events directory 
at : www.activeboatingwatersports.com 
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Barramundi 
in the Philippines

Being a tropical fish preferring warmer waters and 
being highly fertile with one female capable of
producing 30-40 million eggs, the Barramundi is 
abundant in the Philippines provided you pick the 
right location. One of the best settings in the
Philippines is Bacolod where they are plentiful in the 
wild however some great catches of up to 13 kilo 
have been made in Manila Bay and its estuaries. There 
are also many ponds where Barramundi are raised in 
salt and fresh water for both catch and release and 
consumption by sports fishermen. They often at-
tain lengths of 1.8 meters in these regulated areas. 

he Barramundi, with its name being derived 
from an Australian aboriginal language of the 

Rockhampton area in Queensland, Australia meaning 
“large-scaled river fish”, is an iconic table fare, highly 
esteemed by anglers as excellent game fish.

As luck would have it, this highly sought after species 
can be also found inhabiting the tepid coastal waters, 
estuaries, lagoons and rivers right here in the
Philippines, feeding on an assortment of sea life
including shrimp, crustaceans, mollusks and small 
fish. Locally the Barramundi or Asian Seabass are 
known as Apahap.

After a day 
of heavy 
rain would 
be a great 
time to 
chase your 
delectable 
prey with 
some deal 
of certainty 
of finding 
them. 

T 

Words by 
JAMES 

WEBSTER
Photographs 

as credited
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Barramundi 
in the Philippines

Barramundi 
in the Philippines

The Barramundi is hermaphroditic, meaning they
mature as males and become female after, at least, 
one spawning. Consequently, most large Barramundi 
will be female. 

Water clarity is the most important aspect of finding 
that 7 kilo fight of your life and the resulting fine 
table fare. You can have everything else right, but if 
the water is not crystal clear, all could be destroyed 
in the search for that big Barra although smaller fish 
can be found in slightly turbid waters.

Structures, from a large fallen tree branches to a 
rough rock bars are a good locality for finding the 
fish as this is where bait fish accumulate and what 
Barramundi use as an ambush point. 10 to 14 feet of 
water with a structure rising a few feet from the river 
bed would be a sound choice.

Lures or bait are a matter of personal preference, 
however my preference is bait, as a Barra will often 
suck in a bait and spit it out before striking in 
earnest, in fact, a well-known Australian fishing identity, 
Alex Julius, said on his “Fishing North Australia” 
video “You can do everything else right, but without 
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bait the big barra are not going to hang around and 
feed”. As Barramundi rarely move between river
systems and usually remain in their original river
system, only travelling short distances, the prevailing 
food fish, including their own species will be ideal. 
Having said this many great catches, both in
Australian and Asia have been made on lures, so 
again it depends on what works for you.

A sudden drop in water temperature will bring the 
Barramundi to a standstill; therefore the wet season 
is a good time for isolating where they might be hiding,
when the rainfall has finished draining into the 
ocean, leaving cooler waters and the Barra looking 
for somewhere warmer to reside. The water’s surface 
temperature will be relatively cooler at this time and 
the Barramundi will be in the deepest part of the 
river where the water is warmer or hanging around 
rock bars looking for some warmth. These rock bars 
tend to trap the heat from the warm water, keeping 

the surrounding water tepid following a heavy rain 
storm. After a day of heavy rain would be a great 
time to chase your delectable prey with some deal of 
certainty of finding them.

One of the most consumed fish in the Philippines 
is the Tilapia and if you are unlucky enough not to 
latch onto a reasonable Barramundi, you are sure to 
snag a decent Tilapia, that live a similar existence to 
that of the Barra. They also grow to similar sizes and 
so, will also give you a great fight and the family a 
good feed.

Having a bad days fishing still beats a good day in the 
office so, enjoy your day in the outdoors away from 
the stresses of the everyday environment. Nothing 
beats the sense of being alive than a day interacting 
with nature, even if you don’t go home with a huge 
Barramundi. There is always next time. 

2kg talapia 
caught in Pasig 
River by Bipoy

Barramundi fish

Good catch 
Philippines

Caught by Cris in 
Bacolod..Courtesy 
Fishing the Philippines

Happy angler
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8th Commodore’s Cup Regatta

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited

These winds 
change 
direction 
almost on a 
whim, keeping 
the crews ever 
vigilant as 
they seek to 
capture even 
the smallest 
advantage 
over their 
rivals.

Is there a better way to spend the day?
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8th Commodore’s Cup Regatta8th Commodore’s Cup Regatta
Even thought this year’s Commodore’s Cup was 

somewhat down on numbers the quality of 
the fleet and the calibre of racing was by no means
diminished. The numbers were down because the Hong 
Kong Yacht Club cancelled the biennial Hong Kong to 
San Fernando race, a 480 nautical mile dash across the 
South China Sea. The race was cancelled as the forecast 
arrival of Super Typhoon Maysak threatened the safety 
of the smaller yachts: instead the Hong Kong yachties 
contented themselves with a shorter 360 nautical mile 
race looping around Hong Kong.

The 8th Commodore’s Cup Regatta, held this year
between April 8 and 11 on Subic Bay, is one of the 12 
highly competitive events in the Asian Yachting Grand 
Prix Championship that contributes points to the ‘Asian 
Yachting Skipper and Yacht of the Year’, one of the
region’s most highly sought trophies.

In a significant addition, the Philippine Sailing
Association, (PSA), conducted races for the Flying
Fifteen, Streaker and Optimist classes in conjunction 
with the Commodore’s Cup, adding to the colour and 

Selma Star 
surrounded by 

Young Skippers 
of the Dinghies 

Competition
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Racing Class 1
Standard Insurance Centennial III - 
Ernesto Echauz/Ridgely Balladares
Jelik - Frank Pong
Centennial II - Martin Tanco

Racing Class 2
Selma Star - Jun Avecilla
Selma - Ricky Sandoval

Cruising Class
Alexa - Eric Jurado
Irresistible - Harry Taylor
Bugo Bugo - Ome Carbonell

atmosphere on Subic Bay. In another first the Philippine 
Navy entered a crew, sailing a J-24, Louie II. Hopefully 
we’ll see greater participation from the navy boys in the 
years ahead.

The size of Subic Bay and the topography around the 
bay makes for capricious winds. These winds change
direction almost on a whim, keeping the crews ever 
vigilant as they seek to capture even the smallest
advantage over their rivals. The secret to successful race 
management in Subic Bay is choosing the timing of the 
first start to match the building breeze – an art well
understood by the Principal Race Officer, Jerry Rollin 
and his all Philippine Sailing Association race team.

Day one of the Cup saw a 27 nautical mile course, 
Course 16, laid out for IRC 1 yachts while classes IRC 2 
and the Cruisers had shorter but equally testing courses 
in which sail selection was crucial. The dinghies sailed 
an inshore course of four windward/leeward legs.

With the wind shifting between 50 and 100 degrees on 
Day two the IRC 1 and 2 boats competed in back-to-
back windward/leeward courses while the Cruisers set 
off on a point-to-point race.

One passage race for all classes in a blustery easterly 
on Day three resulted in an early finish with the crews 
onshore by mid afternoon to soak up some legendary 
Philippine hospitality.

Lighter conditions prevailed on Day four with two wind-
ward races for the IRC yachts and another passage race 
for the Cruisers: this was the last chance for contenders 
to gain a spot on the podium.

Even without the inclusion of the international
competitors, this year’s Commodore’s Cup Regatta was 
a resounding success and a testament to the committee, 
organisers, competitors and support staff who made it 
possible.

Optimist Class
Daven Balangue
Dazer Balangue
Morris Lann Madlos

Streaker Class
Roel Batlagan
Harry Kim Lumapas
Froilan Boyano

Flying Fifteen Class
Edgar Villapana / Jeanson Lumapas
Jerene Medel / Amiel Agustin
Janno Dalanon / Zoren Boyano

WINNERS OF THE COMMODORES’ CUP REGATTA

Centennial III wins perpetual cup of CCR 2015
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The Honourable Roberto Garcia, SBMA Chairman 
and Administrator, attended the christening 

and ceremonial signing of an agreement with the 
Aeta Association on Saturday April 11 at the Light-
house Marina Resort. This culminating activity ushered 
in the awards ceremony of the Commodore’s Cup 
Regatta. Attendees included Conrado Frenilla (Tribal 
Chieftain, Aeta Ambala ng Pastolan Village), International 
Yachting Fellowship of Rotarians, (IYFR), Subic Bay 
Fleet Members, Rotary Clubs of Subic Bay and Subic 
Pearl together with the ISAF International Jury of 
Commodores’ Cup Regatta.
 
The IYFR through its grants program has awarded 
funds to the Subic Bay Fleet enabling it to acquire 
two of the ‘paraw’ double-outrigger sailboats native 
to the Visayas and commonly seen in the waters off 

Commodore’s Cup 
Expands Into 
Social Responsibility
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Boracay. In line with the service objectives of the 
Fellowship, the Subic Bay Fleet brought the paraws 
to assist the Aeta aboriginal minority in Zambales 
augment their livelihood. The Aetas are not known 
seafarers but in earlier times were reported to have 
lived in coastal areas until circumstances, attitudes 
and rapid changes in population forced them into 
the more mountainous inland. In partnership with 
the Saturday Afternoon Gentlemen Sailing (SAGS) 
the Aeta will be taught how to rig, sail and maintain 
the boats. 

The paraws will also provide tourists and visitors to 
Subic Bay with a joyful and different sailing experience

in a renowned native boat. At the same time it will 
give Subic another unique attraction and bring to 
Zambales the distinction of being the first Luzon 
province to have these iconic sailboats.

“The IYFR also advocates the preservation of our 
coastal areas and environment and to maintain its 
cleanliness”, stated IYFR International Rear Commodore 
Jun Avecilla, who is also Chairman of SAGS.

This year marks the expansion of the PSA sailing 
program in Subic Bay which is spearheaded by Mr. 
Judes Echauz, Chairman of PSA together with Mr. 
Jun Avecilla, VP of PSA. 

IYFR Turnover

IYFR Charter Members 
(IVC Jun Avecilla and 

PP Max Tan) with 
Chairman Garcia
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One of 
the most 
important 
events is the 
Rescue and 
Resuscitation 
Assessment 
Relay, as 
this event 
assesses the 
life savers on 
their ability 
in resuscita-
tion. 

Words by 
BARRY 
DAWSON
Photos as 
Credited
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Zambales
Summer

Spectacular

Determination to succeedBeach flag race  



n March we featured as our destination Zambales, 
in which we found not only a great diversity of 

watersports activities, but also learned the province 
is the birthplace and home of Surf Life Saving in the 
Philippines. Happily I was given the opportunity to
return to this magical spot with an invitation to cover the 
Zambales 4th Surf Life Saving Challenge and summer 
spectacular, including a sand sculpting competition, 
an invitation I accepted with relish.

So, once again in a short space of time, I was subjected 
to the hospitality and charm of this beautiful part of 
the Philippines. Accommodation was supplied by Zambales 
Surf Life Saving at Palmera Garden Resort, which I 
mentioned in the destination feature. Only this time 
I was able to experience first hand the friendliness, 
hospitality and service at this delightful, homely resort 
that has everything going for it. Although Palmera is 
not rated as five-star, you don’t need five star luxury 
when you stay there. The seductive gardens, swimming 
pool, silvery-sand beach and realistically priced,
comfortable accommodation at Palmera, coupled with 
a rustic restaurant that serves mouth-watering cuisine, 
is ideal for the holiday of a lifetime.

Day one of this summer spectacular started at the 
swimming pool with four events being contested between
18 teams from Zambales, Cebu, Subic and Boracay. The 
competition was fierce as these enthusiastic life savers, 
in both Junior and Senior divisions, showed their skills 
in events such as the Rescue Tube Tow, Mannequin 
Carry, Line Throw and Obstacle Swim Relay, skills only 
learnt through the vigorous training and discipline
received from Roger Bound and the Zambales Surf Life 
Saving Program.

Placings after the first day were: 
First place, Zambales team 4 of Jay R Romanban and 
Randolf Ferariza. 

Second was awarded to the ZAMBA TRI TEAM 8 of 
Isaac Daylo and Donell Schanchez. 

Third spot was taken out  by Botolan team 6 of Jinson 
Abujen and Jason Corpuz.

Sunday was warm and sunny and the beach was picturesque 
with pristine waters lapping the shoreline at the Palmera 
Garden Resort to set the scene for a full day of competition 
with the Surf Life Saving team events and, alongside them, 
the sand sculpting competition started in earnest.

As Surf Life Saving in the Philippines comes under the 
Philippine Coast Guard, it was very pleasing to welcome
the Coast Guard representatives who were there to 
check the validity of each event and to oversee the 
day’s activities. 

With seven events to be completed the day started 
early at 08:00, with each event designed to show how 

I
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Celebrating a great day of competition



40

much these budding lifesavers have learnt in their basic 
training. The first event was the Beach Flag Relay, an 
elimination sprint where runners, from a prone starting 
position, race to claim a flag. There is one less flag than 
runners and one runner is eliminated in each race until 
eventually a winner emerges.

The second event was the Iron Man Challenge where 
competitors run, swim, run and paddle transfer a conscious 
victim using a one-man-carry to the finish line.

Next on the program was the Rescue Tube and Transfer 
Relay, consisting of two-man teams with a third member 
as the victim. Team member A runs to collect his Rescue 
Tube then swims out to the helpless victim offshore, 
straps the tube to the victim’s body, then tows him 
back to shore. Nearing the beach A waves his hands 
in the prescribed manner for assistance. Team member 
B runs to help the victim and the team two-man-carry 
him to the finish line, place the victim in the recovery 
position and raise their arms to signal they’ve completed 
the race.

The Run-Swim Medley Relay is another two man team 
event where the first member will run, swim breast-

stroke and tap his team mate who will swim freestyle, 
then run to finish line.

As the competition was ferocious, everyone welcomed 
the break and enjoyed a delicious luncheon supplied 
by Palmera Garden Resort. Then, after a well-earned 
rest, it was into the fray once more. Meanwhile, on the 
beach, after many painstaking hours the sand sculptures 
were nearing completion with everyone vying for the 
top prize of P5000 donated by ZAMROA.

The afternoon contests included the Rescue Board and 
Transfer Relay. The principles and format are the same 
as the Rescue Tube and Transfer Relay, except that Team 
member A runs to his board then paddles out to rescue 
the unconscious victim, loads him onto the board and 
paddles back to the beach. Nearing the beach A waves 
his hands in the prescribed manner for assistance. Team 
member B runs to the unconscious victim and the team 
two-man-carry him to the finish line, place the victim 
in the recovery position and raise their arms to signal 
they’ve completed the race.

One of the most important events is the Rescue and 
Resuscitation Assessment Relay, as this event assesses 

Sandcastle talents
and winners
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the life savers on their ability in resuscitation. Teams 
comprise two members with a third participant as the 
unconscious victim. Team member A swims to the 
victim and carries/tows him towards the beach and 
waves for assistance from Team member B. B runs to 
assist the victim and with a two-man-carry they move 
the victim to a designated area to perform two-rescuer 
DRS-ABCD, (an internationally recognised procedure 
to resuscitate a non-breathing patient), for two minutes, 
then place the victim in the recovery position, raising 
their arms when finished. 

This fun filled weekend culminated in the judging of 
the sand sculpting and the awarding of prizes and trophies.

The winners of the Sand Sculpting Competition: 

First place, with a prize of P5000, was won by the team 
from Subic Berg: Brian Robles, Edwin Romero Randy 
Herras and Grace Ann Romero, 

Second place, and a prize of P3000, went to the Dingin 
Iba Boys: Christian Cordovez, Raffy Romanban, Grace 
Angel and Divsonque Abad. 

Filling Third place was Bangantalinga Iba Boys team 
Narchyzen; Franklin Limbag, Jaypee Estella, Jun Limbag 
and Jordan Ordero, collecting the P2000 prize money. 

The Event Organiser was Quin Sajorda.

The overall results of the Life Saving events were.

Senior Division 16 years and older: 

First was the Zambales team of Jay R Romanban and 
Randolf Ferariza. 

Second went to Issac Daylo and Donell Wayne Schanchez 
of the ZAMBA TRI TEAM. 

The Cebu Philippine Red Cross team of Jake Tapdasan 
and Raymond C Ababan captured Third place.

In the junior division — 8 to 16 years of age: 

First place went to John Ed Romanban and Daniel E 
Villanueva of Zambales Life Saving. 

Sylvern Bound and Lovely Floresca, the all-female 
team from Brent School Subic Bay, won Second place. 

Coillene Sanguyo and Miguel Villamin from ZAMBA 
came in Third.

The next challenge for these young lifesavers, who are 
now a very important part of water safety in the Philippines, 
will be held in Cebu in September. You can check the 
dates on our events calendar at www.activeboatingwa-
tersports.com when they come to hand.

Active Boating and Watersports is proud to be associated 
with projects like this and wish to thank the major 
sponsor of these events, Standard Insurance, who 
make all this possible. Anyone wishing to donate to 
this very worthwhile cause to better water safety in 
the Philippines you can check out the Surf Life Saving 
at www.zambalessurflifesaving.com or contact Roger 
Bound on 0918-922-2863. 
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Ecotourism in 
Brgy Pinagbayanan, 
San Juan, Batangas

an Juan is a small-ish region tucked away on 
the south eastern tip of Batangas province, 

about 120km from Manila and some 40km west of 
Batangas City. With its picturesque, long white sandy 
beaches and coves cradled at the foot of mountains 
and plains the area is suitable for sustainable tourism 
development. San Juan is one of a few Philippine
municipalities that are beginning to make their presence 
felt among tourists and water sports enthusiasts
recently, thanks largely to an improvement in
infrastructure. And San Juan, with its long coast-
line fronting the Verde Island Passage and a shore-
line sprinkled with unexplored and largely unspoiled 
beaches, is home to a clutch of charming resorts eager 
to welcome the weary traveller.

An Historical Overview

From time to time the editor of this esteemed publication 
insists on a bit of high brow stuff, like history, in 
the articles which may not be everyone’s cup of tea. 

Some readers will appreciate a bit of learning; but 
many may find it heavy going amid the lighter fare 
we usually dish up. If so, feel free to jump straight 
down to the section marked ‘Sightseeing in San 
Juan’ to learn about stuff you can do here.

Based on a mid-18th century Spanish map by P. Murillo 
Velarde, San Juan lay southeast of the parish of
Rosailo (or Rosario) and was originally nothing more 
than a sleepy coastal village. Although the area 
had been settled for hundreds of years the origin 
of those early settlers was unclear. The generally
accepted wisdom is that Batangueños are descended 
from early Malays who sailed from Borneo to Panay 
and from there on to Luzon.

Correspondingly, if indeed pre-
Hispanic Bornean explorers 

The stretch 
of coast 
from Imelda 
to Hugom 
is one of 
the most 
picturesque 
places to 
experience 
and 
photograph.

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited S  
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in Luzon, San Juan’s coast to the east might too have 
been explored, but we’ll never really know. A written 
history of San Juan starts as recently as the early 
1800s for, until then, much of the area’s colorful history 
was passed orally from between generations, so written 
records are largely compiled from a chronology of 
19th century town affairs described as the ‘Aklat ng 
San Juan’.

In the ‘Aklat’, it is said that San Juan possessed three 
attributes as a territory. Firstly, it had two rivers which 
were the source of irrigation for its fertile fields. Crops 
were so abundant and the produce so plentiful that even 
useful mangrove trees and stands of bamboo were 
left to deteriorate in dry rot. Secondly, San Juan had 
a friendly coast that was ideal for docking boats. 
Thirdly, the town territory was vast and unsettled, 
perceived as comparatively insulated from typhoons 
and earthquakes, features which attracted early settlers 
who were educated, experienced and of means.

Between 1698 and 1836 San Juan was a barrio of 
Rosario. It was originally named ‘Bolboc’ because of 
a bubbling spring found near the barrio which, like 
most of the Philippines, over time survived its share 
of epidemics and natural disasters. Records from 

1837 indicate the then government of San Juan 
had deputies, who served a one to two-year term as
administrative leaders. When the village was recognized
as a separate municipality in 1843, however, the 
deputies were replaced by barangay chiefs, one
appointed for each new barrio. Probably due to the 
slow turning of bureaucracy’s wheels even then, the 
independence of San Juan from Rosario was officially 
proclaimed in 1848 when the Spanish gave the town 
its name of San Juan de Bocboc. By 1864, the town 
was headed by an under-governor, the first of whom 
was Don Camilo Perez, a prominent citizen of the 
town who earlier was credited with helping detach 
San Juan from Rosario. As under-governor and
considering his later contribution to public works 
and his efforts in maintaining peace and order, Don 
Camilo Perez was recognized as the town founder.

Sightseeing in San Juan

Much of the town’s past can be observed today in 
the form of heritage houses and old structures, such 
as St. John Nepomucene. These old houses are scattered 
throughout the town, many of them built in the early 
1900’s by the original founders, leaders and prominent 
families of San Juan. All are privately  owned and 
tours can be arranged to view the intricately carved 
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woodwork and antique furniture made by master 
craftsmen of the era. Each house has its own
intriguing story. Houses like the Porto Gualberto — 
originally built in Buhaynasapa, it was moved to barangay 
Barualte during the 1980’s and fully restored and 
furnished with antiques. It now sits on a cliff with 
commanding views over the crystal blue ocean
waters and white sandy beaches of San Juan.

Another sample of this heritage can be experienced 
firsthand by staying at the Old San Juan Hotel, in 
Javier Street Poblacion, San Juan. Entering this 
beautifully restored hotel is like entering a time 
machine and being whisked back to the early days 
of San Juan. Modernity and creature comforts have 
not been overlooked with a spectacular indoor 
swimming pool, fine dining, luxurious rooms and 
suites and other facilities expected of an up market 
hotel. A stay in the Old San Juan is an experience to 
be cherished and will forever remain special.

Other attractions of San Juan include the work-
shops of Libato and Palahanan where local residents 
have been making pottery for over 10o years. The 
clay used is collected from the banks of the nearby 
Lawaye River and the pottery is produced in small, 
locally run factories. The products are then sold by 

roadside vendors in and around San Juan, in Manila 
and in surrounding provinces. Employees are only 
too happy to give tours of their factories and answer 
any questions. High quality items can be purchased 
direct from factories at very low prices.

Another traditional product of San Juan is the
lambanong, a potent brew loosely described as wine, 
distilled from the sap of the coconut tree. The result 
is 49% proof and 98% pure and can be purchased in 
a variety of sizes and flavours from roadside stands. 
This is ‘weapons grade’ hooch, so smokers should be 
especially careful. 

Diving and Watersport in San Juan

San Juan is gaining recognition for its magnificent 
coastal beaches offering a vast selection of water 
sports activities and a growing number of medium to 
high end resorts. Swimming, sailing, diving, snorkelling, 
banana boats or simply relaxing on a beautiful quiet 
beach are just some of the ways to enjoy San Juan’s 
coastal beauty.

Although the coastal waters off San Juan have not 
been extensively explored for good dive sites, all it 
needs is a troupe of adventurous divers to search the 
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Hugom Beach

coastal fringe and find the marine treasures lurking 
beneath the surface.
 
The marine sanctuaries in Putingbuhangin, Abung 
and Ticalan have long reefs that are in good condition 
and are ideal to dive and snorkel. Other dive spots 
are located in Laiya Aplaya and Laiya Ibabao, in 
particular the areas around Johnny Alerge’s Aquarium. 
The water surrounding this structure is fairly shallow 
and conducive to snorkelling, while further off the 
coast are some good areas for diving. The Hugom 
sanctuary offers another option, with a variety of 
fish species, coral and the small sharks that tend to 
hang out in this area; a very good sign of the thriving 
marine environment. 

HAYUMA, (a Manila based Non-Governmental
Organization), has established five marine sanctuaries 
in San Juan, one of them being Hugom where fragments 
of coral have been attached to cement blocks under 
the water with the idea that the coral will regenerate 
and speed up the rehabilitation process in the sanctuary. 
The project is proving successful and can be viewed 
while diving or snorkelling. 

Approximately 300 meters from Coco Grove Resort 
in Laiya Apalaya is a small reef which is ideal for 
snorkelling. It is quite accessible after a brief swim 
through the verdant seagrass to the reef with the 
chance to experience two different components of 
the marine eco-system. Both Coco Grove Beach Resort 
and the Balai Resort have dive shops but it is advisable 
to plan and book dives in advance.

Exploring San Juan’s scenic coast by sea kayak is an 
awesome experience and during the warmer months 
the calm blue waters of Tayabas Bay are excellent 
for this memorable adventure. The stretch of coast 
from Imelda to Hugom is one of the most pictur-
esque places to experience and photograph. Mag-
nificent scenery ranges from dense mangrove for-
ests to patches of dramatic rocky shoreline to white 
sandy beaches with pristine waters inviting one to 
stop, relax, snorkel or just take time out to bask in 
the wonders of the surrounding beauty. Along the 
way there are small fishing villages scattered along 
the coastline and a clear view of the majestic Lobo 
Mountain Range. Kayaks for your adventure can be 

Butterfly fish in Hugom
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hired from both Coco Grove and Balai Beach Resorts.
Windsurfing is also becoming very popular in the 
area, especially in the cooler months of December to 
February when the winds passing over the bay create 
the ideal windsurfing and sailing conditions. Equipment 
is available for hire in the Balai Beach Resort.
 
The water sport activities in San Juan and around 
Laiya Beach are many with each resort offering 
something different. Laiya Beach has an impressive 
combination of white sand and crystal clear sea water 
for more fun in the sun where the only traffic is the 
multitude of fish navigating their way around coral 
and the only rush hour is the early morning scramble 
to get into the water. The only noise is from the lapping 
waves, rustling leaves, and the occasional call of the 
local fishermen. Other than these, everything seems 
to slow the pace of time, quieten the senses and 
bring to light the wonders that can be found in this 
tropical seaside paradise.

La Luz Beach Resort is a smaller, well established 
resort to cater for every need. They aim for a very
relaxed atmosphere by keeping the resort quite rustic 
and environmentally sustainable, with native 
materials being chosen for the interior furnishings. 
This is a resort that goes out of its way to make 
things more customer friendly — even the rooms 
were designed from guests’ comments. Although 
it’s not a dive resort there are two handy dive sites 
for experienced, licensed divers with their own gear: 
there are also banana boat rides, jet skis, snorkelling, 

plus games such as beach football, tennis and
volleyball. 

Other resorts that offer a variety of activities are the 
Blue Crystal Resort offering a warm water pool, 
videoke, table tennis, billiards, darts and badminton. 
Water sports facilities such as jet skis, kayaks, snorkelling, 
banana boat and speedboat rides, fishing equipment, 
boat touring and sightseeing are also available. 

The Palm Beach Resort is a family resort located 
adjacent to the marine sanctuary in barrio Hugom, 
running along the same coastline of the now popular 
Laiya. The resort is designed as a private retreat for 
those who prefer tranquility and peace in a well
preserved natural setting as an alternative to highly 
developed resorts. Visitors can enjoy water sports 
that range from a wonderful snorkelling experience 
to exploring the coral reef with a short swim from 
the shore or on board a kayak or a boat. 

There are many more resorts to choose from all with 
something different and appealing with some newer 
upmarket resorts like the luxurious Acuatico Beach 
Resort. The experience at Acuatico, which opened in 
2008, begins with its 21 beachfront rooms and villas, 
providing an unprecedented level of privacy that’s 
hard to find. And it is the reason why this luxury resort 
has garnered a number of awards in the past few 
years, including the coveted Trip Advisor Certificate 
of Excellence for 2012, 2013 and 2014.

Palm Beach Resort in Barrio Hugom
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The beaches of San Juan are a breeding ground for 
the pawikan or sea turtle. Each year between October 
and January this endangered species returns to the 
coast to lay its eggs. The sea turtle has become
endangered because human scavengers over the 
years have stolen the eggs to sell at local markets 
and often killed the pawikan for its meat. 

To halt these callous practices and in an effort 
to protect and conserve the sea turtles, the San 
Juan Pawikan Conservation Project was started in
November 2000, and has effectively and successfully 
increased community awareness and ultimately
prevented the selling of turtle eggs and meat at the 
markets. The project relocates the nests to designated 
beach areas where they are guarded until the eggs 
hatch and the hatchlings are released. This procedure 
has to be carefully monitored and timed to protect 
the eggs as the female lays her eggs at night in a 
darkened area and after four hours the eggs begin to 
form a network of veins, therefore if the nest is to be 
moved, it should be done within the first two hours 
to prevent rupturing of the vein network. 

Hiking and Camping

San Juan is great for nature lovers as it offers many 
eco-tourism activities. Where else can one hike a 
mountain trail while observing abundant plant and 

animal life, refreshen up beside a rambling water-
fall or swim in an emerald green ocean teeming with
marine life. Visitors can hike, swim, observe the
environment or simply relax in beautiful natural
surroundings at San Juan — it’s all here. Mountain, 
coast, river, rice paddies and eco-systems can all be 
appreciated; and not just separately, but in close 
harmony with each other.

The Lobo Mountain Range lies in the south eastern 
part of San Juan and provides excellent facilities for 
camping and hiking. On the western border north 
of Lobo Mountain Range is the San Juan Mountain 
Range which also provides excellent trekking and 
camping sites. Barangay Hugom has developed a 
mountain trekking program that is extremely popular
within the mountaineering community. Trained 
mountain guides can be hired for P350 a day to 
lead you up the mountain. All trips start at Hugom
Environmental Guides Association, (HEGA), head-
quarters located along the road in Hugom. 

Day trips can be made to Naambon Falls, approximately 
an hour and a half walk from HEGA headquarters. 
The hike to the falls is steep and rocky in several 
places but for most part it’s a leisurely stroll even 
for the not so fit. It has several look-out points with 
commanding views of the dense forest and Tayabas 
Bay. Naambon Falls offers a secluded, undisturbed 
series of falls and small pools to freshen up with cool 
clean sweet mountain water after a hike. Swimming 
at the falls is somewhat difficult as most of the pools 
are small and shallow. 

Overnight camping and a more challenging ascent 
is possible as the trail continues beyond Naambon 
Falls to Mount Daguldol, one of the three Lobo 
Mountain Range peaks. From HEGA headquarters 
the climb to the peak (672 meters) takes about four 
hours. Near the peak is a campsite with clean, fresh 
water and a panoramic view of Tayabas Bay and the 
mountainous Lobo municipality. As evenings on the 
mountain can become quite chilly proper camping 
equipment, clothing and an adequate food supply is 
highly recommended. 
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View of Tayabas Bay and the Lobo Mountain range
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Pulangbato, Bulsa and Libato are also ripe for hiking. 
Although no organized programs exist, each of these 
areas is rich with forest growth and varied wildlife
including monkeys that can be seen swinging 
through the treetops. 

In Libato, from the base of the mountain, a short 
45 minute walk leads to Ambon-Ambon Falls, where 
trekkers can swim. A trip to Libato can also include a 
visit to any of the eight pottery factories to converse, 
and haggle over prices, with some of San Juan‘s 
friendliest and most hospitable people.

If out hiking you may see the Philippine Teak locally 
known as ‘Malabayabas’: it is endemic to Batangas 
and on the endangered list because of uncontrolled 
logging for its timber. The teak is found along coastal 
hills and rocky shores, in dry and exposed ridges, 
thickets and secondary forests. It is believed that 
less than 2500 mature trees remain today with many 
of these scattered throughout the Lobo Mountain 
Range and can occasionally be seen while hiking to 
Naambon Falls or Mt. Daguldol in Hugom. Attempts 
are being made to preserve and protect this tree.

There’s So Much More …

Whalesharks and dolphins are both found in the waters 
of San Juan during the summer months; bottlenose 
dolphins can been seen joyfully frolicking just 100m 
off shore, while the whalesharks are usually spotted 
during January and February.
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Side trip to 
Naambon Falls 
on the way up 

to Mt. Daguldol
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There are many other activities to enjoy in San Juan 
like bird watching. Twitching is an exemplary eco-
tourism activity because it is non-invasive and benign 
in nature, with just a pair of binoculars and a bird 
identification book being needed. The best times 
for bird watching are before and during sunrise, and
towards dusk: most tours are arranged at these 
times but remember, with bird watching, one must 
be disciplined, quiet and patient. 
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San Juan boasts a large variety of resident and
migratory birds that arrive throughout the year.
Upland and wood birds can be seen in Lobo and the 
San Juan Mountain Ranges. The coastal regions offer 
additional avian diversity with wild ducks, egrets, 
hawks, kingfishers and shorebirds are often seen by 
the ocean and the mangrove and swampy areas near 
the shore. The Philippine Hanging Parrot or White 
Sabukot along with several species of Myna and 
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Oriole are also found there. The hanging parakeets 
hang with their head down and hanging by one foot 
when sleeping are hard to spot as their color 
camouflages them in the tree foliage.

Mangrove trees grow in coastal zones and are highly 
adapted to a marshy and brackish environment with 
the roots being submerged during high tide and 
exposed during low tide. Mangroves are a valuable 
part of the marine ecosystem as they provide food 
and shelter to various marine species, protection 



5959

22 - 23 August 2015

3rd 
Edition

“Come Share the Glamor at Indonesia’s Only Yacht and Luxury Lifestyle Event!”

Co-Located With:
The 2nd Edition of Indonesia Yacht Forum 2015

An International Forum for the Indonesian Yachting Industry

www.indoyachtshow.com

Batavia Sunda Kelapa Marina

Proudly Held In:

Wonderful Indonesia

Supported by:

Indonesian Ministry
of Industry

Active Boating and 
Watersports Magazine

Media Partner

Indonesian Ministry
of Tourism & Creative

Economy

Indonesian Exhibitions
Companies Association

Organized by:Member of:

PT Megawatt Asia



60

SA
N

 J
U

A
N against storm surge and soil erosion and reclaimers 

of land as soil builds up around the roots. 

San Juan is home to a large variety of endemic flora 
and fauna, including endangered plant and animal 
species. A hike through the mountains will reveal
numerous birds, and if lucky you may even spot a 
wild monkey.

All in all San Juan is rich in history, culture, marine 
life and mountain views which can all be observed 
while hiking, kayaking, snorkelling, sailing or relaxing 
on the white sands of warm, secluded beaches and 
drinking in what mother nature has to offer in this 
beautiful part of the Philippines. 
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he highlight of the Holy Week celebrations 
at Mercedes, a small village about 10km 

east of the provincial capital of Daet, Camarines 
Norte, in Bicol was the Orogmahan Festival held 
at Baybay Beach. The weather was less than ideal 
leading up to the festival: it rained throughout the 
night and was still raining at 7:00 the next morning, 
but a little drizzle could never prevent Filipinos 

from enjoying a festival, especially during Holy 
Week. And although it was overcast for most of 
the day just about the entire population of this 
picturesque and friendly little town turned out to 
join in the fun.  

One of the more delightful sights of the morning 
was the Easter Egg hunt with hundreds of excited 

T
Laughter, 
fun and 
having a 
great time 
were the 
order of the 
day, with 
participants 
in all events 
enjoying 
themselves 
to the 
fullest. 

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited 

Mercedes Orog  mahan Festival
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children scouring more than a kilometre of beach-
front hoping to find an egg and the sheer joy 
that lit up their faces when they unearthed one. 
Each egg carried a cash prize of between P50 and 
P1000. 

There were a number of other fun events to
participate in such as the Kayak Races, Skim-
boarding, Beach Volley Ball, Sand Sculpting, a 

Tug-of-War, Patintero — a traditional Filipino 
game played between two five-man teams, the Sack 
Race or villagers could just frolic about on the beach, 
have a little fun or check out what was going on 
around them. 

Laughter, fun and having a great time were the order
of the day, with participants in all events enjoying 
themselves to the fullest. 

Mercedes Orog  mahan Festival
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The results of the events were:

Laro ng lahi (Filipino Classical Games) in Patintero 

(Line game):  
First Place - King Crab, 
Second -  Barangay 5,
Third - Team Baghok.

Sack Race:  
First - Team Barangay 5, 
Second - Team Kulot, 
Third - Team Pago. 

Tug of War: 
First - Barangay 5, 
Second - Team Aswang and 
Third - Palaboys. 

Fifteen teams participated in the Kayak Races 
which entertained the spectators with many thrills 
and spills. 

The final results of the day were:

First Place - Team Weddy (Kevin Miel Pastor & 
Mark Dan Oriza),  

Second Place - Team Mandaragat (Roben Flogencio 
& Rommel Ostelo),  

Third Place - Team Bangkero (Anthony Vargas & 
Anthony Raval). 
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There were four teams in the Kite Making event. 
These kites were made completely on site with 
some imaginative and unique entries and the
winners were:  

First Place - Barangay 6 with their Boat kite, 
Second Place - Barangay 6 and the Butterfly kite 
and 
Third Place – A Double J kite.

Skimboarding which was introduced to Mercedes 
last year when ‘Active Boating and Watersports’ 
covered the event (September 2014 Edition) was 
well attended with some 13 exciting young riders 
participating. 

The end results were : 

First Place - Mark Dan Oriza, 
Second Place - Dasoy Ovida and in 
Third - Patrick Echano. 

Four teams showed artistry and exceptional skills 
in the Sand Sculpting section with first place 
going to Baby Johnson, second place to Vox Populi 
Choir and third went to Solomon. 

The final event was the Men’s and Women’s Beach 
Volley Ball where all teams participated vigorously. 

Final results in the Women’s event being:  
First - Barangay 7, 
Second – Walasik and 
Third– Cinco.  

While in the Men’s teams: 
First went to Spain, 
Second Place — Barangay 7 and 
Third Place — Barcelona. 

This fantastic fun day was rounded off with a 
beach party and disco that went on ‘til the wee 
small hours, until weary party-goers went home 
tired and happy. If you are in Bicol in the first week 
of April next year make sure you put the Mercedes 
Orogmahan Festival on your to do list. 
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Sadly, after a short but vigorous fight with cancer 
Donna Penman affectionately known as “Salty” 

passed away at home at Small La Laguna Beach, Puerto 
Galera in April this year. Donna had made many firm 
and fast friends in her 26 years in Puerto Galera and 
over 100 of them gathered on May 9 at the Laguna 
Beach Club to celebrate her life and say goodbye. 

Donna was a Kiwi who had grown up in Australia, before 
moving to Hong Kong in the mid-1980s, where she 
worked in the finance industry and first leaned to dive. 
She arrived in Puerto Galera in 1989 with her husband, 
Mark, on a diving holiday and stayed at Captain Greg’s 
in Sabang.  As many of us have done before her, Donna 
fell in love with Puerto Galera, its fragile but prolific 
corals reefs and marine life, the many sheltered coves 
and white sand beaches and the warm hospitality of 
the people of Puerto Galera.... and she stayed. 

Again, like many of us Donna did her fair share of
exploring the beautiful islands and eclectic culture of the 
Philippines, but returned to Puerto Galera and qualified 
as Puerto Galera’s first female dive instructor. She started 

her new career with Cocktail Divers in Sabang and eventually 
moved to join the team at Laguna Beach Club.  

This was a time of major growth for Puerto Galera’s 
sports diving industry and Donna did her part to help 
establish Puerto Galera as one of the Philippines’ premier 
diving destinations, indeed one of Asia’s most popular 
dive destinations. 

In 2005 Donna joined the Puerto Galera Yacht Club to manage 
and promote the club’s adventure training program, which 
included the, then fledgling, small boats program.  

The PGYC Small Boats Program has since gone on to 
become an important sail training facility for both visitors 
and the youth of Puerto Galera. So much so, that two 
local lads, Don Jhon Cabarles and Gabriel Fetizanan, 
were able to join the Philippine Sailing Association’s 
national team to compete and win awards in the World 
Mirror Championships in Australia and Ireland in 2011 
and 2012 respectively.  

Words and 
photos by 

TERRY 
DUCKHAM

Asiapix

She made nu-
merous friends 
among the 
visiting divers 
and cruising 
sailors who 
often returned 
time and again 
to the shores of 
Puerto Galera 
and she made 
a point to stay 
in touch with 
most of them.
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Donna took a short break to manage Campbell’s Beach 
Resort in Big La Laguna before returning to the PGYC 
as F&B manager in 2008. She quickly expanded her 
role to cover all of the club’s activities and five annual 
regattas, and remained with the PGYC until she moved 
to Portofino Resort, in Small La Laguna, to take over as 
resort manager in 2014. 

In the words of the PGYC Commodore, John Hyndman:

“During her seven years with the Club, Donna made 
a great contribution both professionallyand socially. 
She was an inspiration to our staff and a valued friend 
of our members. Donna was one of those gems you 
meet as you cruise through life and will be lovingly
remembered and greatly missed by all of us. “

Donna was respected and loved by a wide cross section 
of Puerto Galera’s residents and regular visitors. She 
made numerous friends among the visiting divers and 
cruising sailors who often returned time and again to 
the shores of Puerto Galera and she made a point to 
stay in touch with most of them.  

Donna’s brother, Mathew Everson, was in Puerto 
Galera to organise her affairs and thank her friends for 
all of the support and help they had given Donna dur-
ing her illness. In particular a special mention has to 
go to her two nurses, Sheena and Irish, who cared for 
Donna in her last months, and who like all of us became 
her fast friends.  

Mathew joined Donna’s extended Puerto Galera family 
for our final goodbye and the pouring of Donna’s ashes 
in the waters off Big La Laguna that she had so of-
ten dived and swam in. He returned home taking warm 
memories and the deep respect expressed by all to her 
mother and family in Australia. He said in parting:

“I have been absolutely amazed to meet so many close 
friends of Donna’s in this past week some that go back 
more than 30 years, and not just from Puerto Galera, 
but from Hong Kong and elsewhere. She touched so 
many lives and will certainly be missed by family and 
her many friends.

This is not a sad day but a celebration of Donna’s rich 
and intriguing life.” 

What a Life -
DONNA PENMAN
December 16, 1960 - April 26, 2015
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20th SAN FER  NANDO RACE20th SAN FER  NANDO RACE
Category 1 Offshore Race Rerouted 

Due To Typhoon Maysak



7171

n March 27 in Hong Kong, San Fernando 
Race Chairman Gerry Daughton announced 

that, having monitored the development of Typhoon 
Maysak and taken advice from Hong Kong Observatory, 
the Race Committee had made the decision to amend 
the destination of the 20th edition of the San Fernando 
Race for the safety of the fleet. 
 
Daughton stated that “Given the information and forecasts 
available to them, Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club and 
the San Fernando Race Organising Committee believe 
that there is no alternative but to alter the destination 
of this year’s race in the interests of competitor safety. It 
is intended instead to offer the fleet a challenging off-
shore race in the northern part of the South China Sea.”

 A 240nm course will use a Victoria Harbour start as 
scheduled, before taking the fleet out through Lei Yue 
Mun Gap to the east, then around virtual and physical 
marks before finishing back in Hong Kong. The majority of 
the 25 boats entered for the race to La Union province 
are expected to participate, with the warning signal 
sounding at 1310hrs on 1 April. 
 

David Leung 
was pragmatic 
about the 
change in plans, 
saying that 
“Safety has to 
be our number 
one concern”.

Words by 
RHKYC
Photos by 
GUY NOWELL

20th SAN FER  NANDO RACE20th SAN FER  NANDO RACE
O



Director of the Philippines Department of Tourism for 
Hong Kong and Macau, David Leung was pragmatic 
about the change in plans, saying that “Safety has to 
be our number one concern. The weather is very hard 
to predict nowadays and it is unexpected to have such 
a typhoon this early in the year.” 

 While competitors and sponsors were understandably 
disappointed not to be finishing the race in the sun, 
sand and blue skies of the Philippines, it was clear that 
the decision was understood and supported. 

 Tactician on Ragamuffin 90, Matt Humphries, noted 
that, although the Custom 90 would probably have 
reached San Fernando before being affected by the 
weather system, it was not all about the fastest boats, 
but “…about the integrity and safety of the fleet and I 
commend RHKYC for its decision.” 

 Veteran sailor Geoff Hill, owner of Smith 72’ Antipodes 
concurred, saying “you cannot send the fleet into
danger. I am very comfortable with the Yacht Club’s
decision and looking forward to the triangular race
instead.”  
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To make 
sure that the 
spinnaker 
is free of 
twists when 
it is hoisted, 
it must be 
packed 
properly 
below-decks 
after 
lowering.

Trimming the spinnaker

Lowering the Spinnaker Before lowering the spin-
naker you should hoist and trim the headsail, so 
that the spinnaker cannot wrap itself around the 
forestay, if mishandled. The skipper should steer 
the boat onto a broad reach and then the corner 
of the sail at the pole end should be released to 
empty the sail of wind. In small boats you may 
find it is enough to allow the guy to run, but in 
larger boats a crew member will have to go for-
ward and trip the snap shackle that holds the guy 
to the clew of the sail. As a result, the spinnaker 
will fly out like a flag in the lee of the mainsail. A 
crew member in the hatchway should hold onto a 
bight of the lazy guy, or the sheet itself, with a small 
spinnaker. As soon as the crew member up forward 
has tripped the tack he can begin to pull in on the 
line to bring the spinnaker clew under the boom 
and into the hatchway. As he hauls in, another 
crew member should ease out the halyard and the 
sail should be bundled down into the hatchway. 
Don’t let the halyard out to quickly or the spinnaker 
will end up in the water. Once the sail is down, the 

pole is stowed and the sheets, guys and halyards 
are disconnected from it and stowed. The sail is 
then carefully packed into its bag. 

Packing the Spinnaker. 

To make sure that the spinnaker is free of twists 
when it is hoisted, it must be packed properly 
below-decks after lowering. It is easiest if one 
person takes the responsibility for packing the sail 
and works in the following manner; He finds the 
head of the sail, and puts it to one side while he 
works down each luff in turn until he finds both 
clews. He then keeps the head, clews and luffs 
to one side, untwisted, while he packs the center 
part of the sail in to the spinnaker turtle. The last 
parts to enter the bag are therefore the luffs, head 
and clews. He allows these to protrude from the 
bag and ties a short lenghth of the line to them
so that they are immediately identifiable and
accessible the next time that the sail is used. 
Packed in this way, the spinnaker should be free 
of twists when hoisted. 

You’ve always been interested to sail, but you know little about boat parts, the confusing technobabble, 
and what little you know is making your head spin in four different directions! Worry no more. This 

continuing series of articles is for you: it will cover tips regarding hardware present on most boats, as well as 
common sailing techniques, terms and definitions, the names of the different pieces of hardware, and much 
more. This will keep you informed about most things you will need before you begin your own sailing excursion. 
Be sure to consult with an experienced sailor and someone knowledgeable about boats.  

Article
 excerpts

 reprinted 
from 

the book 
CRUISER 

HANDLING
by BOB BOND 

& STEVE 
SLEIGHT

SPINNAKERS Part 3

Tri-Radial spinnakers flown 
and set perfectly on a beam 
reach. Headsails are being 
used by these racing boats to 
provide extra drive.
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Packing the 
Spinnaker

Prior to lowering 
the spinnaker the 
headsail is hoisted 
and trimmed

Spinnaker-rigged Start-Spinnaker
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Numerous 
dangerous 
shoal and 
coral reefs 
are 15 to 30 
klms off the 
east coast of 
Palawan.

We hope you found the first of our series very 
useful with the information on Mooring 

and Typhoon Bolt Holes in Philippine waters. As we said 
information can be somewhat limited to the smaller 
cruising yachts in the Philippines. With the invaluable 
help of NAMRIA (National Mapping and Resource In-
formation Authority) we are getting each series. And 
the feedback from Marinas and Yacht Clubs throughout 
the Philippines, which has been very encouraging, to 
bring you more accurate and up to date information 
on Philippine waters with you the cruising and sailing 
yachtsman in mind and will also be of invaluable use to 
the power boat yachtsman as well. As we stated in the 
first of this series it was decided after discovering that 
local knowledge gained by a yachtsman was not being 
recorded and shared with other yachtsman.  And as we 
aim to make the information contained here-in as ac-
curate as possible, you input is greatly appreciated as 

we can only go on information given to us by the Yacht 
Clubs and NAMRIA and of course firsthand experience 
from you, the yachting fraternity. So with this in mind 
we cannot be held responsible if there are any inaccuracies. 
So if you read any information contained here-in you 
know to be inaccurate please inform us immediately at 
info@activeboatingwatersports.com.  

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited
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Our second in this series is Palawan and all of the
surrounding areas. 

Please note that when sailing in Philippine waters for the 
first time that the Philippine Immigration and Customs 
rules are administered by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. For skipper and crew of sailing and cruising 
yachts visiting the Philippines it is possible to obtain 
a visitor’s visa in advance of travel from the nearest 
Philippine Embassy or Consular Services office in your 
country of departure. Visa requirements can be found 
at the Department of Foreign Affairs (“DFA”) website 
Visa Information. 

Upon entry into the Philippines, the crew of your 
yacht is required to register immediately with the 

nearest Philippine Coast Guard Station and submit the 
yacht/sailboat to Customs, Immigration and Quarantine
inspections. There is a Customs Office in Puerto Princesa 
and one also at Coron capable of achieving this objective.  

If you have not applied for a visa in advance then you 
must report immediately to the nearest Bureau of
Immigration office upon entering Philippine waters; a 
21 day visa will usually be issued to holders of 
acceptable passports. BI offices around the country 
can be found on the BI website.  

Extensions of stay visa are offered for periods of 
an initial visa extension of 38 days (and in 59 day
increments thereafter) for holders of acceptable pass-
ports and can be applied for at the nearest BI office. 
The schedule of fees for VISA EXTENSION is given on 
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the BI website.  

If life in the Philippines sounds too good (to many people 
it does) and you are considering to live here then you 
should take time out to find out how and where to stay 
in the Philippines this information is available on www.
activeboatingwatersports.com 

Palawan Island, the fifth largest island in the point if size, 
is on the SW part of the Philippines. It is approximately 380 klms 
long in a SW direction, narrow, generally high, sparsely 
inhabited areas and has very limited level land. The
island forms the west boundary of the Sulu Sea, has an 
area of approximately 7.280 square statute klms, and a 
general shoreline length of 1080 klms. The coastline of 
Palawan is very irregular, and indented with numerous 
bays and inlets, some of which form the finest
harbors in the Philippine Archipelago. The shores are 
faced by numerous islands, shoals and coral reefs, 
which make navigation somewhat difficult. Owing to 
the unfinished surveys on some parts of the west coast, 
and you are advised to observe caution when navigating 
the area. 

Numerous dangerous shoal and coral reefs are 15 to 
30 klms off the east coast of Palawan. The Mountain-
Peaks and many small islands scattered along the coast 
are good landmarks for navigating various channels. 
The high mountains are usually covered by clouds, but 
except in stormy weather, almost invariably clear for a 
short period in the early morning and late evening. The 
directions given for entering the various ports are those 
used by surveying vessels and have been found to be 
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safe, but they are not intended in any way to lessen the 
necessity of keeping vigilant lookout which the navigation 
of coral seas on all occasions urgently demands. 

Cabuli Island, off the North point of Palawan, approxi-
mately 365 meters North of Cabuli Point, is 2.4 klms 
long in a northerly direction. The island has a rather flat 
summit and steep-to-sides. The channel between Cabuli 
Island and Cabuli Point has a depth of 10.5 meters. The 
currents in the channel are strong and accompanied 
by eddies. To enter the channel from North steer 119° 
with the northerly of the Brother Islands in range with 
the gap halfway between a prominent knoll near the 
North end of Iloc  Island and the 256 meter peak south 
of the knoll. 

One of the best typhoon anchorages in this part of Palawan 
is at Shark Fin Bay and may be entered through three 
different channels from north, northeast and south. On 
the north through Imorigue Bay, the channel between 
Talaotauan Island and the Palawan shore has depths of 
9.1 to 12.8 meters, the channels is about 274 meters 
wide at its narrowest part, is tortuous and should only 
be used with local knowledge, A 3.7meter shoal lies 
north of Imorigue Island and the channel between it 
and the island is very narrow. The best channel for entering 
the bay is between Batas and Maytiguid Islands. It is 
wide, deep, ease of access, and the one generally used 

by interisland vessels. Vessels coming into this bay may 
anchor about 1.5klm south southwest of the southern 
end of Imorigue Island in 14.6 to 18.3 meters of water, 
with a mud bottom, smaller vessels may anchor o.8klm 
northeast of barrio Mabini in 7.3 meters, mud bottom. 
As stated this anchorage is one of the best typhoon 
anchorages in this part of Palawan. 

Through Imorigue Bay, come to a position about half a 
klm East of Malonao Rock. Steer 219° head for Shark 
Fin Peak and in range with a sawtooth projection about 
halfway up the east side of Imorigue Island. Keep a 
good lookout for the reefs on both sides of this course. 
When the Northwest point of Imorigue Island bears 
241° steer for it, rounding the point close-to, and follow 
a mid-channel course between Talaotauan Island and 
the coast of Palawan. This channel should only be used 
by smaller vessels and exercise caution to avoid any 
dangers. 

From Northeastward come to a position 2.5 klms east 
of the 30 foot rock 548 meters off the north side of 
Batas Island and head for Miraya Island on course 
192° and in range with a sharp, double pointed peak 
showing midway in the mountain gap south. When the 
north end of Maalquequen Island bears 045°, change 
course to 225° passing approximately 735 meters west 
of Miraya Island. When the south tangent of Batas 
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Island bears 270° and on line with Miraya and Macuao 
Islands, change course to 248° with Miraya Island dead 
astern. When the southwest tangent of Imorigue Island 
bears 340°, steer for it until Malapari Island is on the 
starboard beam about 0.8klm, then change course to 
280° for the anchorage. From southward come to a po-
sition in mid-channel 0.9 klm west of Dinit Island and 
steer 000°. When the south tangent to Malotamban 
Island is on the starboard beam about 1.3klm change 
course to 315° heading for the highest peak on Batas 
Island. Ehen Miraya Island bears 045° head for Macuao 
Island on course 260°.Keep this course until the south-
west tangent to Imorigue Island bears 340°, steer for it 
until Malapari Island is on the starboard beam about 0.8 
km, then change course to 280° for the anchorage. 

In Puerto Princesa The Abanico Yacht Club is a privately 
owned facility with a number of moorings that are fairly 
sheltered, The co-ordinates for the club are9°45’50”N   
118°44’1”E.

This series is being compiled with in invaluable help of 
NAMRIA. Active Boating and Watersports express their 
sincere thanks for charts and tidal information supplied.  

To purchase charts in both printed and electronic media 
contact NAMRIA Head Office Lawton Avenue Fort 
Bonifacio Taguig City +632-810-4831 to 41 or Branch 
Office at 421 Barraca Street San Nicholas Manila. 
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