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The highlight of 
the 13th annual 
Punta Fuego 
Regatta was 
the fi rst time 
participation 
of fi ve ocean 
catamarans, 
each between 
40ft and 50ft 
in length, with 
most reaching 
faster speeds 
than their 
skippers have 
previously
experienced at 
sea.

Words and
photos by 

BARRY 
DAWSON
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he Punta Fuego Regatta boasted a fl otilla of 
Hobie Cats, Keel Boats, and Multi-Hulled Catamarans 

as this year’s Philippine sailing calendar got underway. 
As the fi rst race of the season, Punta Fuego gives captains 
and crews the chance to fi ne tune their boats under 
racing conditions in the lead up to the Subic — Boracay 
race and the Boracay Regatta which take place in late 
February. Over the weekend of January 24-25 and with 
northeasterly winds ranging from 15 to 35 knots, in 
excess of 45 entrants in six classes gathered for the 
13th annual Punta Fuego Regatta.

Both the regatta and the club have come a long way 
since the inaugural event. The club was under construction 
when the fi rst regatta was held in the late 1990s and 
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Both the regatta and the club have come a long way 
since the inaugural event. The club was under construction 
when the fi rst regatta was held in the late 1990s and 

many of the competing crews slept on board their boat 
or stayed in tents pitched on the beachfront.

Since those early days Club Punta Fuego has evolved 
into a premiere membership resort club located 2.5 
hours by road south west of Manila at Peninsula de 
Punta Fuego on the pristine coast of Nasugbu, Batangas. 
It is a fi rst class recreation facility offering services and 
amenities comparable to the best resorts and hotels in 
the world — a luxury hideaway for the country’s rich 
and famous. 

This year the yacht club welcomed two newcomers to 
the world of boating. Maria and Joe Hagedorn were 
racing the newest model Hobie World 16, while Monchu 
Garcia from Rayomarine raced the fi rst Leopard 39
Catamaran to arrive in the Philippines. This beautifully 
appointed yacht is the perfect solution for anyone in 
the market for a little bit of luxury with a lower price 
tag. And at 37 feet it is a joy to sail; I had the privilege 
of being invited aboard for its maiden race and thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience, despite incurring the skipper’s 
wrath on one occasion. The Leopard 39 is 
not only elegant; it moves briskly through 
the water and handled the variable conditions 
well. Even an inexperienced crew managed 
to grab one second place fi nish in the 
blustery winds. It soon became evident 
that the crew had quickly mastered the 
handling of this magnifi cent craft. 

An early setback 
on day one of 
the regatta saw 
the cancellation 
of the traditional 
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Fortune Island Race, a 14 nautical mile course due west 
from the peninsula. With a large fl eet of Hobie 16s and 
Hobie Getaways to be monitored on the open sea and 
with strengthening winds gusting above 30 knots, the 
Race Offi cial, Jerry Rollin, was concerned for the safety 
of both craft and crew and decided the Fortune Island 
Race should not go ahead. A new course for the morning’s 
racing saw the Hobies race north and south along the 
picturesque Peninsula de Punta Fuego, rounding several 
islands along the way.  

A race back to the Punta Fuego Yacht Club completed 
the fi rst day’s events. Jude Echauz’s TP’52,  Centennial III 
and Martin Tanco’s Sydney 46, Centennial II, battled to 
take the top two positions respectively in the Keel Boat 
class, while Mike Ngu and Boyet Magsanay took the 
top position in the Hobie 16 class; despite capsizing three 
times they went on to win the gruelling fi rst race. 
 

The weary crews were happy to be back on terra fi rma 
at the end of a long day and in jovial spirits as they 
gathered at the club house for a splendid smorgasbord 
dinner, carefully and creatively prepared by a team
of skilled chefs. A convivial night passed amid the
camaraderie and friendly rivalry of yachtsmen which is 
found at almost every regatta; many reminiscing over 
the day’s highlights, thrills and spills and with promises 
to do even better next time. Jerry Rollin gave a short 
speech on the day’s placings and outlined the events 
for the next day.  

The second day of racing saw the winds drop to a
respectable and more easily managed 20 knots and
after some hard racing the previous day, a combination 
of windward, leeward and island passage courses
completed the perfect weekend of racing for all classes.
  
The highlight of the 13th annual Punta Fuego Regatta 
was the fi rst time participation of fi ve ocean catamarans, 
each between 40ft and 50ft in length, with most reaching 
faster speeds than their skippers have previously
experienced at sea. Watching these sleek craft hurtle 
across the ocean, the crew straining to keep the mast 
above the water line, was a truly memorable sight. Robin 
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Wyatt’s, Lagoon 500 took home three bullets to win 
the Multi-Hull class. As on the fi rst day, Ernesto Echauz 
continued with a perfect score to win the Keel Boat 
class and saw Mike Ngu and Boyet Magsanay taking 
the Hobie 16 class win, both getting their names on 
the Punta Fuego Regatta Perpetual Trophy for 2015.
 
The presentations and accolades were conducted after a 
delicious luncheon at the marina bar. The winners in each 
division coming to the podium to claim their spoils after 
an excellent weekend of sailing. The weekend fi nished 
on a positive note with all participants looking forward 
to many more regattas of this caliber. The overall results 
were: 

The Yacht Club Marina

The company behind Club Punta Fuego also created 
the Terrazzo de Punta Fuego and the Punta Fuego 
Yacht Club, two ocean front resorts a short drive from 
the main club which allow members and guests to
escape from workday worries — if only for a few hours 
of harmless fun afl oat.

Punta Fuego Yacht Club is just about as good as it gets 
for those passionate about sailing and messing about 
in boats. A fully self-contained marina hosts 35 berths 
on 5-10 year leases for large luxury yachts, and dry 

  RANK     KEEL BOAT   MULTIHULL    HOBIE 16    HOBIE GETAWAY  OPEN DINGHY    OPTIMIST

FIRST Ernesto Robin Mike Ngu/ Eddie Legarda / Harry Kim John
 Echauz Wyatt Boyet  Edwin Lucero Lumapas Parales 
   Magsanay 

SECOND Martin Tony Ang Maria Jojo Silverio/ Roel Batlagan Morris   
 Tanco  Hagedorn/ Santi Picornell  Madlos
   Joey 
   Hagedorn

THIRD David Jack Po Denise Cruz/ Philip Hagedorn/ Edgar Villapana/ Daven 
 Wheeler  Arnel Ornales Cons Castaneda Jeanson Lumapas Balanque
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are those of the authors and advertisers, and not E.A. Ibana Publishing. 
E.A. Ibana Publishing does not accept any liability whatsoever for errors or omissions.

FROM THE DESK
2015 is off to a fl ying start in watersports and the boating industry 

in the Philippines. The Sea Ex international boat show seen a lot 

of new and amazing concepts in industry with newer and better 

designs.

Active Boating and Watersports are well aware of the growth of the 

boating industry and for the more adventurous, with this in mind 

and with the invaluable assistance of NAMRIA this edition sees 

the start of the series “Cruising Philippine Waters” giving locations 

of bolt holes, typhoon anchorages, moorings tides etc. to assist in 

safer and more enjoyable sailing in Philippine waters. 

Our destination is Zambales this gem of the Philippines has so 

much to offer that you will need to visit here more than once to 

see it all. Surfi ng in Pundaquit, with some great Island hopping 

adventures thrown in for good measure, Resorts and entertainment 

galore. 

With over 190klm of unsullied beaches, great surf and friendly 

service, Zambales is a watersports enthusiasts dream place to visit.  

They are also in the forefront with surf lifesaving and the program 

instituted for young people is a credit to the people involved.

From San Antonio and Pundaquit through to Iba the main center 

of Zambales on to Santa Cruz, each stop has something new and 

exciting

With pine-tree-lined beaches, clear, pristine, waters, untainted 

forests, challenging waves, art and yoga by the beach — all just a 

few hours away from Manila, Zambales is not to be missed!

Jelik and Team Ulumulu at start of Subic Boracay Race 
Photo Barry Dawson   



dock berthing for upwards of 200 smaller craft including 
Hobies, speedboats and jet-skis. Facilities at the marina 
include lockers rooms, showers, a well-stocked bar and 
restaurant overlooking the cove, ships chandlery, chart 
room and a fuel station for the ‘fl oating gin palaces’ 
which occupy the berths, as well as providing full
maintenance and cleaning services.

Owners using the marina at the Punta Fuego Yacht Club 
need have no concerns about safety as the marina rests 
in a sheltered cove secure against even the worst of the 
weather conditions that regularly affect the Philippines.

Hobie Sailing at the Yacht Club

A new addition to the sailing activities of the club is 
the Sailing Championship Series Hobie Getaway Class, 
scheduled on the last Saturday of each month. By 
organizing the sailing series, the popularity of the 
Hobie Getaway in the area has already seen the 
catamaran fl eet increase to 15. Punta Fuego Yacht 
Club also plans to introduce a junior and adult
program to promote interest and knowledge in
sailing, to increase social activity at the marina.   
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In the afternoon, 
the wind speed 
continued to 
build which led 
to three very 
exciting 29er 
and Hobie 16 
races, with 
18kts at the 
windward 
mark and the 
immense effort 
made by all 
the competitors 
was amazing 
to see.

Words by 
BARRY

DAWSON 
Photographs 

as credited

ong Kong Race Week’s 340 sailors and
volunteers must have all crossed their
fi ngers and toes overnight to ensure that 

the weather gods brought back the breeze and cleared 
the fog in time for the fi nal day of racing.

Principal Race Offi cer Charlie Manzoni said “It was an 
absolutely fantastic day today; we had 10 to 12kts 
right across the whole race course area. We got two 
round robins in for the Optimists as well as a Medals 
race and a Finals race. We got three races in for all the 
other fl eets. We caught up and I’m very grateful to all 
of the competitors for letting us do that and the whole 
thing has been really good, it’s been a good way to 
end it.”

Alex Hill, Race Offi cer for the Green Fleet said “We 
had three great races in 10kts building to 12 to 15kts. 
We were back in Repulse Bay today and had about 29 
competitors and we got three very good races off. The 
sailors advanced dramatically in their ability over the 
course of the Green Fleet program and we are really 
proud of how well they all did and how much they 
learned. Some of the starts today were exceptional in 
terms of comparing back to where these guys started; 
they did a great job. We are very happy and we enjoyed 
the Green Fleet and we look forward to them advancing 
to the main fl eet and seeing them again in the future.”

At Area B where the Optimists were racing, Race Offi cer 
Sofi a Mascia said “Today was a brilliant day. The Medals 
race was a beautifully tight one; we had a boat leading
at the fi rst three mark rounding’s and then in the last 
upwind leg, the race was completely turned upside 
down which made it very exciting. After that we had the 
Finals race and we had a great, great breeze of around 
15kts and all ended up well.”

The 420, 470, 2.4 Meter, Laser 4.7 and Laser Radial 
boats were at Area C in Stanley. On arrival, Race Offi cer 
Brenda Davies found quite a bit of fog but the wind 
was consistent at 070 at about 6 to 7kts and building. 
Said Davies “We set a course and started bang on time 
and to make sure that everyone was up to speed on 
their races, we started with the classes that had one 
less race - the Radials, 4.7s and 2.4 Meters. The wind 
built progressively and we ended up in the range of 13 
to 16kts and we saw some very competitive starts today 
as well as some tight, face racing. It was a great day - I 
even got to put my sunglasses on when the sun fi nally 
came out. I was very happy with the course; it worked 
well, everyone worked hard and the sailors went home 
happy.” 

It was a similar situation at Area D where the conditions 
weren’t looking particularly favorable at the start of the 
day with some residual fog and only 4kts of breeze. 

H

HONG KONG 
RACE WEEK

Incorporating the 
ASAF Youth Sailing Cup
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However conditions improved considerably and the fi rst 
race of the day started in 8 to kts. Race Offi cer Dave 
Norton said “Conditions continued to improve and the 
fi rst race fi nished in 10 to 12 knots. The second race of 
the day for the windsurfers went ahead and the wind 
speed built to 15kts. In the afternoon, the wind speed 
continued to build which led to three very exciting 29er 
and Hobie 16 races, with 18kts at the windward mark 
and the immense effort made by all the competitors 
was amazing to see. We ended the regatta having
completed eight races for all fl eets in area D - a fantastic 
effort from the sailors and volunteers, considering we 
lost a day’s racing yesterday.”

The prize giving ceremony was held after racing at 
Middle Island. RHKYC Rear Commodore Sailing Anthony 
Day began the proceedings and thanked the
competitors, the Race Offi cers and Regatta Committee. 

He then introduced Neil Pryde who gave a few words 
to the crowd before presenting the prizes for the 29er, 
Hobie 16, RSX, Techno 293 and RSOne classes. Chairman
Peter Davies addressed the crowed thanking his regatta 
committee and the over 100 volunteers that were
required to run the regattas. Peter then turned the
microphone over to Manu Messiaen who made a 
speech on behalf of ASAF thanking HKSF and RHKYC 
for hosting the regatta and looked forward to the event 
growing in the future. Leo Wong of the Hong Kong 
Government’s Leisure and Cultural Services Departments 
rounded off the prize giving by awarded prizes to the 
2.4 Metre, 470, 420, Laser 4.7, Laser Radial, Green 
Fleet and Optimist classes.

We look forward to welcoming even more competitors 
to the 2016 Hong Kong Race Week! 
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Hong Kong Race Week’s 340 sailors and volunteers must have all crossed their fingers and toes overnight to ensure that 

the weather gods brought back the breeze and cleared the fog in time for the final day of racing.

Principal Race Officer Charlie Manzoni said “It was an absolutely fantastic day today; we had 10 to 12kts right across the 

whole race course area. We got two round robins in for the Optimists as well as a Medals race and a Finals race. We got 

three races in for all the other fleets. We caught up and I’m very grateful to all of the competitors for letting us do that and 

the whole thing has been really good, it’s been a good way to end it.”

Alex Hill, Race Officer for the Green Fleet said “We had three great races in 10kts building to 12 to 15kts. We were back 
in Repulse Bay today and had about 29 competitors and we got three very good races off. The sailors advanced 
dramatically in their ability over the course of the Green Fleet program and we are really proud of how well they all did and 
how much they learned. Some of the starts today were exceptional in terms of comparing back to where these guys 
started; they did a great job. We are very happy and we enjoyed the Green Fleet and we look forward to them advancing 
to the main fleet and seeing them again in the future.”

At Area B where the Optimists were racing, Race Officer Sofia Mascia said “Today was a brilliant day. The Medals race 
was a beautifully tight one; we had a boat leading at the first three mark rounding’s and then in the last upwind leg, the 
race was completely turned upside down which made it very exciting. After that we had the Finals race and we had a 
great, great breeze of around 15kts and all ended up well.”

The 420, 470, 2.4 Meter, Laser 4.7 and Laser Radial boats were at Area C in Stanley. On arrival, Race Officer Brenda 
Davies found quite a bit of fog but the wind was consistent at 070 at about 6 to 7kts and building. Said Davies “We set a 
course and started bang on time and to make sure that everyone was up to speed on their races, we started with the 
classes that had one less race - the Radials, 4.7s and 2.4 Meters. The wind built progressively and we ended up in the 
range of 13 to 16kts and we saw some very competitive starts today as well as some tight, face racing. It was a great day 
- I even got to put my sunglasses on when the sun finally came out. I was very happy with the course; it worked well, 
everyone worked hard and the sailors went home happy.” 

It was a similar situation at Area D where the conditions weren’t looking particularly favorable at the start of the day with 
some residual fog and only 4kts of breeze. However conditions improved considerably and the first race of the day started 
in 8 to kts. Race Officer Dave Norton said “Conditions continued to improve and the first race finished in 10 to 12 knots. 
The second race of the day for the windsurfers went ahead and the wind speed built to 15kts. In the afternoon, the wind 
speed continued to build which led to three very exciting 29er and Hobie 16 races, with 18kts at the windward mark and 
the immense effort made by all the competitors was amazing to see. We ended the regatta having completed eight races 
for all fleets in area D - a fantastic effort from the sailors and volunteers, considering we lost a day’s racing yesterday.”

The prize giving ceremony was held after racing at Middle Island. RHKYC Rear Commodore Sailing Anthony Day began 
the proceedings and thanked the competitors, the Race Officers and Regatta Committee. He then introduced Neil Pryde 
who gave a few words to the crowd before presenting the prizes for the 29er, Hobie 16, RSX, Techno 293 and RSOne 
classes. Chairman Peter Davies addressed the crowed thanking his regatta committee and the over 100 volunteers that 
were required to run the regattas. Peter then turned the microphone over to Manu Messiaen who made a speech on 
behalf of ASAF thanking HKSF and RHKYC for hosting the regatta and looked forward to the event growing in the future. 
Leo Wong of the Hong Kong Government’s Leisure and Cultural Services Departments rounded off the prize giving by 
awarded prizes to the 2.4 Metre, 470, 420, Laser 4.7, Laser Radial, Green Fleet and Optimist classes.

We look forward to welcoming even more competitors to the 2016 Hong Kong Race Week!

Class Position Helm Crew

29er 1st Yann Thierry D'Argenlieu Nathan Bradley HKG 19

29er 2nd Ferdinand Heldman Leonardo Giustiniani HKG 2165

29er 3rd Wang Haoran Yang Xuezhe CHN 16

Hobie 16 2nd Yao-Hsien Chang Chin-Chih Hsu 114272

RS:X 2nd Leung Tsz Chung 23

RS:X 3rd Chan Tsz Kit 17

RS:One 2nd Cheng Ching Yin 21

RS:One 3rd Pang Yu Hang 34

Techno 293 2nd Cheung Tin Yu, Earl HKG 22

Techno 293 3rd Sin Ho, Perry HKG 28

2.4mR 2nd Puk Chi Yeung HKG 5

470 2nd Kwan Wing Ho Lam Wing Chun HKG 30

470 3rd Tse Sui Lun Chik Ho Yin HKG 32

470 3rd Tse Sui Lun Chik Ho Yin HKG 32

420 1st Calum Gregor Hugo Christensson HKG 54857

420 2nd Wang Yam Tam Yu Hin HKG52761

420 3rd Chi-Chian Wu Chih-Yuan Chu TPE 54108

Laser 4.7 2nd Marian Williams 181818

Laser 4.7 3rd Hsiu-Chu Huang 201678

Laser 4.7 4th Emma Fung 135868

Laser Radial 2nd Nethra Kumanan 195372

Laser Radial 3rd Riley Cameron 189410

Laser Radial 4th Malik Hood 187089

Optimist Green 1st Kinsey Long HKG 605

Optimist Green 2nd James Truhol HKG 606

Optimist Green 3rd Jake Hopkins HKG 603

Optimist Green 4th Antoine Piras HKG 1176

Optimist Main 2nd Chitresh Tatha IND 1011

Optimist Main 3rd Nancy Highfield HKG 888

Optimist Main 4th Thorwen Uiterwaal HKG 838

Optimist Main 5th Dolf Hendriksen HKG 209

Optimist Gold 2nd Navyn Prabhakar IND 1151
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The Hobie captured the imagination of sailors
 almost from the time the fi rst one rolled off the 

production line around 50 years ago. Early Hobies were 
not perfect but price, simplicity of design and comparative 
ease of operation soon made them a fi rm favorite with 
social and serious sailors alike. Since those early years the 
design has been tweaked from time to time to remove 
some of the craft’s more quirky mannerisms but a few 
remain to prevent crews from becoming too complacent 
while afl oat. Surely nothing can be be more exhilarating 
than leaning out on a trapeze as the nimble Hobie skims 
across the water in a strengthening breeze.

Words &
photographs

by BARRY 
DAWSON

These un-
predictable 
and sudden 
changes add 
excitement and 
a competitive 
edge to racing 
in these waters. 
With fi fteen 
plus Hobies 
competing 
no one was 
disappointed. 

Hobie   Nationals
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The Hobie Nationals is just one of the events hosted, 
organized or part of the PHINSAF program and as usual 
was a resounding success.

Jun Avecilla of the Lighthouse Marina who is an avid 
supporter and sponsor of all watersports in Subic Bay, 
and also one of the founders of the Saturday After-
noon Gentleman Sailors, (SAGS), made sure all were 
catered for with fi rst class accommodation and meals. 
The combined efforts of PHINSAF, SAGS, and the 
Lighthouse Marina are now edging towards the goal of 
international recognition for sailing in the Philippines.

Hobie   Nationals
And a strengthening breeze was on everyone’s mind 
for this year’s Hobie Nationals, hosted by Lighthouse 
Marina at Subic Bay, resulting in a fantastic weekend of 
competitive racing, fun, frivolity and comradeship. This 
wonderful two day event was organized by the Philippine 
Inter Island Sailing Foundation, (PHINSAF).

Philippine Inter Island Sailing Foundation (PHINSAF) is 
a non-stock, non-profi t foundation run by Philippine-
based sailors for all sailors and is very passionate about 
putting Philippine sailing on the world calendar of top 
sailing venues.
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Day one got under way with a nice brisk breeze and 
the Hobies were skimming over the bay with ease. The 
constant changes in wind direction that occur on Subic 
Bay are just one of the challenges facing crews sailing 
there. But these unpredictable and sudden changes 
add excitement and a competitive edge to racing in 
these waters. With fi fteen plus Hobies competing no 
one was disappointed.

Four races were completed on the fi rst day of the 
championships, with a delicious buffet lunch supplied 
by the Lighthouse Marina served between races two 
and three. The wind died late in the afternoon stranding 
the last two Hobies; one of them experiencing the 
humiliation of being towed back to shore. After the 

day’s racing was over, all downed a few cold ales
and swapped stories before changing and enjoying a
superb buffet dinner hosted by Lighthouse Marina, the 
event’s major sponsor. 

After a tasty and nourishing breakfast, a briefi ng was 
held and then it was into the fray once more for the 
second day of racing. The winds were light to start with 
but improved signifi cantly as the day progressed making 
it another day of top competitive racing. After the last 
race was completed another grand buffet lunch was 
served by Lighthouse Marina, when a few beers were 
enjoyed while crews reminisced and discussed what 
went right or wrong. 
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The afternoon saw the awarding of the trophies and 
prizes to the race winners of this fantastic and very
enjoyable weekend of sailing.

The overall results were. The Open Class saw Maria and 
Joe Hagedorn take out third place, while second was 
fi lled by Mike Ngu and Boyet Magsanay.  The winners 
were the very proud team of Ridgley Balladares and 
Richly Magsanay. 

In the Masters third place was secured by Dennis Cruz 
and Arnel Ornales, Maria and Joe Hagedorn came in 
second. The winners of the day were Mike Ngu and 
Boyet Magsanay.

Watch out for and be part of the next PHINSAF event — 
The 2015 Hobie Challenge from March 14 to 22. Follow 
PHINSAF events at www.phinsailing.ph. The website 
has a section where you can apply for membership and 
join the fun of sailing in the Philippines.

The major sponsor of the Hobie Nationals was
the Lighthouse Marina where you are assured of
the best stay of your life with a great atmosphere.
Contact Lighthouse Marina on 047-252-5000 www.
lighthousesubic.com 

Active Boating and Watersports are proud to be Media 
Partners of PHINSAF and you can get updates of all 
events at www.activeboatingwatersports.com  
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Kiteboarding 
is an equally 
compelling 
sport for both 
participants 
and onlookers: 
it’s quite 
amazing what 
can be done 
with a surf-
board, a kite 
and favorable 
winds.



T he Philippines is blessed with some of the 
most beautiful beaches in the world, with 

perfect winds coming from every direction making it 
ideal for the sport of kiteboarding. 

Anguib Beach in Santa Ana, Cagayan Valley in Northern 
Luzon is one of many idyllic beaches throughout the 
archipelago that is yet to be truly discovered by mass 
tourism. Described by the cognoscenti as the ‘Boracay 
of the North’, Anguib Beach was the perfect spot to 
launch the fi rst leg of this season’s ICTSI Philippines 
Kiteboarding Tour. Over 60 champion kiteboarders 
from Manila, Davao, Puerto Princesa, Laguna, Puerto 
Galera, Boracay and Romblon, plus international 
competitors from Sweden, France, Germany, Norway, 
Finland, Netherlands, Turkey, Bulgaria and Austria, 
combined to make sure this three day kiteboarding 

ICTSI Philippine 
Kiteboarding 
Tour Season Two
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event was fi lled with high fl ying action, excitement, 
style and speed. The three days of intense but friendly 
rivalry concluded on January 13.

Kiteboarding is an equally compelling sport for both 
participants and onlookers: it’s quite amazing what 
can be done with a surfboard, a kite and favorable 
winds. Competitors soar skywards, twisting, turning 
and spinning in the wind, executing some spectacular
aerobatic maneuvers while seemingly suspended 
above the waves.

Doque Delos Santos, ICTSI sponsored rider from Boracay, 
was once more the highlight of this competition by 
taking the podium in three categories. He won the 
fi erce Twin-Tip Race Men’s Category, closely followed 
by F1 Kites sponsored rider Reynard Gajisan in second 
place and Pierre Vogel of France in third. 

For the Twin-Tip Race Women’s Category, Boracay 
based Liezl Tio took the fi rst step of the podium. Norwegian 
Rebecka Maudal was second despite a slight hand injury 
and German Franziska Limmer was third. 

In the Twin-Tip Race Masters Category there was a 
switch in ranking as Sweden’s Atte Kappel who aced 
the fi rst two races on day one had kite problems on the 
fi nal day. Jay Ortiz overtook him to grab fi rst place. 
Eddie Garcia from Puerto Galera came in second and 
Atte Kappel fi lled the fi nal place on the podium.

The fi rst day of the competition saw the crowd favorite 
Cabrinha Hangtime event. Atte Kappel won with a 
PKA competition record jump time of 12.67 seconds. 
This could very well be an Asian record for the longest 
jump recorded offi cially. Doque Delos Santos came in 
second place with 6.17 seconds. Christian Tio was a 
close third. Foreign competitors dominated the women’s 
Hangtime Category with Swedish Louisa Johansson 
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for fi rst, German Franziska Limmer for second and 
Finnish Viola Kaukonen took third.

The Freestyle competition was held on the third day 
of the competition with very challenging wind conditions. 
The wind shifted to the east and made it gusty.
Competitors gave their best given the blustery conditions 
and in the end the Freestyle Women’s Category was 
won by Austrian Julia Tausch. Asian champion Paula 
Rosales from the Philippines was second and in third 
was place Norwegian Rebecka Maudal. 

For the Freestyle Men’s Category, Romblon born Reynard 
Gajisan took the fi rst place, giving the crowd an amazing 
showcase of tricks. Doque Delos Santos came in second, 
While 13 year old Christian Tio, who is ranked number 
two in the Junior World Rankings, came in third. 

The second leg of the ICTSI Philippines Kiteboarding 
Tour will be held on Boracay, between February 6-8, 
followed by the Daet event which runs from February 
13-15. This year’s season fi nale is to take place at 
Puerto Princesa, Palawan, between March 6-8. Active 
Boating and Watersports Magazine looks forward to 
attending at least one of these events. 
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oceanic region that has long been recognized as the 
world’s most bio diverse, and you have the best place 
on the planet for anglers to practice their passion.

 As far as beach fi shing goes, any reasonable length 
beach rod, depending on your own personal taste 
will do the job. A 15 lb. breaking strain line will be 
adequate for most fi sh species without hindering 
your casting. A shift to a 20 lb. line will make a notable 
difference to your casting ability and accuracy.

hile there are many satisfying methods 
of fi shing, none can equal the peaceful

tranquility with the sounds of rolling waves and 
crashing breakers under a beautiful sunrise that 
beach fi shing can provae 73rd largest country in
the world by size, but it has the world’s 5th longest 
coastline (22,548 miles) featuring some of the 
world’s most magnifi cent beaches. If beach fi shing is 
your go, then along the warm tropical waters of the 
Philippines beaches is the place to enjoy it to its fullest. 
Add to this the fact that the Philippines forms an 

A trough 
will appear 
in many 
shapes and 
sizes and are 
discernible as 
clear water 
with a rolling, 
rounded swell 
surrounded 
by white 
water and 
breaking 
waves. 

W 

Beach 
Fishing 
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A paternoster rig, which most fi sherman will be familiar 
with, containing one or two droppers and a pyramid
sinker on the end, which will bury itself in the sand 
and hold your bait in place, is the most popular 
worldwide. If you are unaware of the paternoster 
style rig there are an endless number of websites 
that will show you, quite simply, how to tie your 
leaders and set your rig. Of course the size of the 
sinker will depend on the strength of the prevailing 
currents and rips. 

Preparing your gear is the easy part. Unlike most 
fi shing spots such as deep sea reefs and sand bars 
or that hole in the estuary that you have discovered 
and keep a secret, the location of fi sh species can 
change almost daily on the beach with currents and 
rips changing the location of banks, gutters and 
channels, therefore the knack of reading the beach 
and identifying where these formations are is vital to 
your success.

 
Reading 
the Surf
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Some species of fi sh like to take cover in the wash of 
the shallow, sandy areas of a bank which is an area 
surrounded by deeper water. It is easily identifi able 
by the white water it creates when the ocean swell 
reaches it and breaks into waves creating white water 
and turbulence, returning to a swell when they pass 
over the bank and reach the deeper water of a gutter. 
Several banks may be observed were swells become 
breaking waves. Casting onto the edge of the bank 
where it begins to drop off into a gutter can be
especially fruitful.

Larger fi sh will inhabit the deeper water of the gutters 
which are troughs between a bank and the beach or 
between two banks. The darker the color of the water 
in the trough, the deeper the trough is. A trough will 
appear in many shapes and sizes and are discernible 
as clear water with a rolling, rounded swell surrounded 
by white water and breaking waves. 

Channels are also a rewarding location to cast your 
bait. They are narrow inlets appearing as clear water in 
a bank where larger fi sh enter and depart the gutters 
from deep sea in search of food. The channel is also 
were bait fi sh enter and exit the trough in abundance.  
By watching the waves for a couple of minutes you 
will observe a narrow section of the bank where the 
waves do not break, but will simply roll over the bar, 
a sure sign that this is where the channel exists and 
larger fi sh are chasing  their prey.

It sounds simple and after a bit of experience studying 
the surf and its wave and swell movements it certainly 
is. For me, beach fi shing is the most relaxing and 
satisfying form of angling when you just need to get 
away from the rat race and chill out with your own 
private thoughts for a few hours.

If you have tried it, you already know. If you haven’t 
then you should, and discover a whole new way to 
enjoy the pleasures of fi shing encounters. 
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Soul Searching - were the words that came out 
from most of my friends when I shared that I was 

about to embark on a solitary, 8-day trip touching the 
land of Northeastern Mindanao till I reached my home 
in Iloilo,  Western Visayas. Well, who can blame them? 
I would think so too if one would venture a feat alone. 
But no, I didn’t do this to fi nd “meaning” in life. It just 
happens to be an adventure worth journeying and best, 
if done alone, which I actually don’t mind.

The journey started when I reached the mystical island 
that is Dinagat; just over an hour ride via pump boat 

from the port of Surigao City. Considered to be off the 
beaten track, since the province is a young, budding 
economy and is the newest province in the country. 
Young as it may seem, this wonderful island boasts of 
breathtaking charm that just sweeps you off your feet. 
At least, that’s what it did for me. The still waters and 
the numerous islets and rock formations that rival that 
of Palawan’s Coron and Puerto Princesa are something 
to remember. The main attraction, for me, however, 
was my trek to see Lake Bababu. The trek was as tiring 
as I can remember since it was slippery and bit steep. 
A little wrong footing and you’ll defi nitely roll into the 

Come  Alive
Words by 

BOBBY 
JONRICK LIM
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Come  Alive
deep, if you know what I mean. After the hike, the
quietness of the atmosphere welcomed me and gave 
me a feeling like I’m being watched. The creepiness 
of that moment didn’t stop me, however, in taking a 
short dip though at the back of my mind, honestly, I felt
uneasy. Maybe because that place is indeed mystical.

After that one of a kind trip to a far fl ung area, it’s 
a good feeling to see a familiar place. The concrete 
jungle of Cebu City was my next stop…. to eat. Well,
actually, I just passed by Cebu to take the bus going to
Dumaguete where my next destination awaits.

I love Dumaguete – the life-sized letters welcomed me. 
Well, sorry, I have to pass by Dumaguete fi rst till I reach 
Siquijor, the land of Fire, or so they say. It’s understandable
why people are skeptical to visit Siquijor since it was 
embedded in us that it’s full of “mangkukulam” or such. 
Truth or not, this didn’t stop me from venturing in this 
beautiful, beautiful and again I say, beautiful island. The 
island take its pride from its crystal clear waters (which 
did I mention, I lurrvvvv?). One thing I love about
this island is that you can actually circumnavigate
the whole island in just half a day by motorbike, in 
which I did. That experience was really something I will 
never forget. Ohh, and I even searched for the famous 
faith healer. Unfortunately, she already died. 

After Siquijor, fi nally, I heeded the warm welcome of 
Dumaguete. Of all the provinces that I visited, I can 
say that I can live here. The city is unlike any other. 
Although called a city, but it seems that you’re not living 
in one. It is so peaceful and you can get to a certain 
place in only minutes. The charm and the beauty of 
the people really made me ponder why there were a lot 
of physically attractive people. Excuse my admiration 
but you’ll see what I mean if you visited this place. This 
is where I obtained my scuba diving license as well – 
Great marine life! The best of Dumaguete, you ask? It’s 
the local food! Yum! Try the boulevard at night where 
you will be treated with great entertainment and a taste 
of their local food.

Again, I don’t need to venture alone to fi nd a meaningful 
life. After all, why would I? I already am living a meaningful 
one. It’s just that I’ve always been independent and try 
not to need anyone. So I guess that’s why I fi nd solace 
in traveling where my heart takes me and doesn’t mind 
being solo. Why such extremes? Why such risk? – It’s 
for the challenge of it! To live life on the edge!

Until fi nally….. I’m home.  
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SEA EX  2015
Boat designer 
Ingmar
Henning had 
on display the 
new modern 
innovative
European
design 21 
foot boats, 
these are 
extremely well 
built compact 
designs that 
include sleeping 
accommodation
and toilets.
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SEA EX  2015
With the increasing popularity and growth of 

watersports and boating in the Philippines, 
The annual Sea-EX has become the premier boat show 
in the Philippines. So at 9am on February 20th the 7th 
Annual Philippines International Boat Show (Sea-Ex) 
got underway amid excitement and speculation at the 
new venue of the SMX Convention Centre, Mall of Asia 
Pasay City. 

This year seen the many exhibitors go all out to display 
the newest and best in the ever growing boating industry 
in the Philippines. With the welcoming of more and 
regular and many new exhibitors showing their products.
Major suppliers to the boating industry like Scan Marine 
with the latest in Jet Skis, Norwegian Marine of Cebu 
displaying the latest Simrad technology, Broadwater 
Marine with all the latest chandlery, Kayaks, Infl atable 
Boats and offering great bargains to celebrate their 
10th anniversary. Team Nonino pleased the crowds with 
some eye-catching boats, adorned with some very eye-
catching candy. Rayomarine, Yachts and Nautimus were 
showing off the latest in luxury boating with Trevally 
and AMC showing their latest designs.

This year there was continuous seminars on the
development and growth of the boating Industry in the 
Philippines with many proposed and established projects 
in the pipeline to advance the Philippines on the world 
boating map. Because of the growth in boating and 
watersports it was pleasing to see the presence of The 
Philippine Navy and Lifeline Rescue Philippines promoting 
the importance of water safety.

Everything that you could want to see in the boating 
Industry was at the Sea-Ex From the latest swimwear, 
beach and boating apparel to the latest luxury yachts 
to wear it on, with some very pleasing eye candy on 
show to delight the crowds. For the latest in swimwear 
with the newest designs, Aquaholic had a full range of 
designer bikinis on display. 

Go-pro showing the latest in camera technology, Marnav  
with the latest Garmin GPS, and on the Broadwater Marine 
Stand BLA representatives from Australia were in
attendance to show the latest and best in the Humminbird 
range of GPS and fi sh fi nders. New to Philippines Nancoat 
Technologies were showing the new Chemona protection 
for you prize possession,   while another new comer 
to the boating scene with some unique style designs 
was attracting a lot of attention. Boat designer Ingmar
Henning had on display the new modern innovative
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European design 21 foot boats, these are extremely well 
built compact designs that include sleeping accommodation
and toilets. Harley Davidson was there with the super 
glide and also the exciting RAM 1500 Laramie crew cab. 
This amazing vehicle has it all and seeing is believing
in its performance. Everything was on display from
Helicopters to the new amphibious Raphmos Craft that 
can be used on land, water or in the air. 

There were a number of Caterers with delicious food 
to tempt and feed the hungry crowds as they rested 
from seeing the latest on offer, Watersports Hub,
another top chandlery supplier in the Philippines
entertained the crowds with delicious cocktails on the
Saturday and Sunday Evening. 

Broadwater Marine was also celebrating their 10th 
year as the largest Yacht Chandler in the Philippines
entertained guests and customers with a delicious 
informal cocktail party on the Sunday evening. All in 
all the 7th annual Philippine Boat Show was another 
success and can only get better, for more information 
and to keep updated for the 2016 Sea-Ex check Active 
Boating and Watersports Magazine or go to the Sea-Ex 
website at www.seaex.ph 
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Young and 
enthusiastic 
swimmers are 
trained to the 
highest 
standards 
of the 
International 
Life Saving 
Federation, the 
organization’s
world governing 
body.
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Surf 
Lifesaving in 

Zambales



urf Lifesaving began in Australia early in the urf Lifesaving began in Australia early in the urf Lifesaving began in Australia early in the 
twentieth century, specifi cally to prevent drowningtwentieth century, specifi cally to prevent drowningtwentieth century, specifi cally to prevent drowning

 at the nearby ocean beaches of Bronte and Bondi,  at the nearby ocean beaches of Bronte and Bondi,  at the nearby ocean beaches of Bronte and Bondi, 
east of Sydney. The lifesavers were an immediate success east of Sydney. The lifesavers were an immediate success east of Sydney. The lifesavers were an immediate success 
with beach-goers and the idea of trained men and with beach-goers and the idea of trained men and with beach-goers and the idea of trained men and 
women patrolling the beaches, and rescuing swimmers women patrolling the beaches, and rescuing swimmers women patrolling the beaches, and rescuing swimmers 
who struggled in the often unpredictable surf, quickly who struggled in the often unpredictable surf, quickly who struggled in the often unpredictable surf, quickly 
spread throughout the country and across the ditch to spread throughout the country and across the ditch to spread throughout the country and across the ditch to 
New Zealand. Now lifesavers are a reassuring presence New Zealand. Now lifesavers are a reassuring presence New Zealand. Now lifesavers are a reassuring presence 
to beach lovers in North America, Europe and more recently to beach lovers in North America, Europe and more recently to beach lovers in North America, Europe and more recently 
to the Philippines.to the Philippines.to the Philippines.

Since its inception the Zambales Resort OwnersSince its inception the Zambales Resort OwnersSince its inception the Zambales Resort Owners
Association Inc., (ZAMROA), has  worked tireless-Association Inc., (ZAMROA), has  worked tireless-Association Inc., (ZAMROA), has  worked tireless-
ly to make the province a leader in water safety; toly to make the province a leader in water safety; toly to make the province a leader in water safety; to
attract local and foreign tourists to its pristine beach-attract local and foreign tourists to its pristine beach-attract local and foreign tourists to its pristine beach-
es and waterways, to serve the local community and es and waterways, to serve the local community and es and waterways, to serve the local community and 
to create job opportunities.  A key objective of theto create job opportunities.  A key objective of theto create job opportunities.  A key objective of the
association is to transform Zambales into a “Drown-association is to transform Zambales into a “Drown-association is to transform Zambales into a “Drown-
free” province. With a Memorandum of Agreement free” province. With a Memorandum of Agreement free” province. With a Memorandum of Agreement 
between the Zambales Resort Owners Association between the Zambales Resort Owners Association between the Zambales Resort Owners Association 

(ZAMROA) and Philippine Life Saving Society (PLS) (ZAMROA) and Philippine Life Saving Society (PLS) (ZAMROA) and Philippine Life Saving Society (PLS) 
the plan began to take shape. The eventual outcome is the plan began to take shape. The eventual outcome is the plan began to take shape. The eventual outcome is 
the training is to Australian Bronze Medallion standards the training is to Australian Bronze Medallion standards the training is to Australian Bronze Medallion standards 
with certifi cations issued by Philippine Coast Guard.with certifi cations issued by Philippine Coast Guard.with certifi cations issued by Philippine Coast Guard.

In October 2011 the fi rst Surf Lifesaving Aquatic Search In October 2011 the fi rst Surf Lifesaving Aquatic Search In October 2011 the fi rst Surf Lifesaving Aquatic Search 
& Rescue Instructors Training Course, was conducted at & Rescue Instructors Training Course, was conducted at & Rescue Instructors Training Course, was conducted at 
the Rama International Beach Resort in Botolan, Zambales. the Rama International Beach Resort in Botolan, Zambales. the Rama International Beach Resort in Botolan, Zambales. 
Special guest trainer was Life Saving New South Wales Special guest trainer was Life Saving New South Wales Special guest trainer was Life Saving New South Wales 
(Australia) head of Life Guard Training, Mr. Murray Co-(Australia) head of Life Guard Training, Mr. Murray Co-(Australia) head of Life Guard Training, Mr. Murray Co-
pas, whose knowledge and assistance helped make the pas, whose knowledge and assistance helped make the pas, whose knowledge and assistance helped make the 
program the huge success it has become. The Mayor of program the huge success it has become. The Mayor of program the huge success it has become. The Mayor of 
Botolan, Nerma Yap, local businesses and the Philippine Botolan, Nerma Yap, local businesses and the Philippine Botolan, Nerma Yap, local businesses and the Philippine 
Coast Guard are proud supporters and contributors to Coast Guard are proud supporters and contributors to Coast Guard are proud supporters and contributors to 
Zambales Lifesaving, spearheaded by Roger Bound and Zambales Lifesaving, spearheaded by Roger Bound and Zambales Lifesaving, spearheaded by Roger Bound and 
the ZAMROA.the ZAMROA.the ZAMROA.

The initial course consisted of 16 trainees; 9 of whom The initial course consisted of 16 trainees; 9 of whom The initial course consisted of 16 trainees; 9 of whom 
came from Zambales. Siargao, Malaybalay City, Negros came from Zambales. Siargao, Malaybalay City, Negros came from Zambales. Siargao, Malaybalay City, Negros 
Occidental, Laguindingan, Illigan, Makati, Rizal, Quezon Occidental, Laguindingan, Illigan, Makati, Rizal, Quezon Occidental, Laguindingan, Illigan, Makati, Rizal, Quezon 
City and the Philippine Navy also sent cadets to beCity and the Philippine Navy also sent cadets to beCity and the Philippine Navy also sent cadets to be
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trained. This training scheme is far superior to others 
offered in the Philippines: it not only teaches basic life 
saving techniques, but trainees learn how to monitor 
wind water conditions and to identify dangers such as 
‘rip currents’ which can carry the unwary out to sea, 
treat spinal injuries, perform rescue and resuscitation 
and more. 

Young and enthusiastic swimmers are trained to
the highest standards of the International Life Saving
Federation, the organization’s world governing body. 
On speaking to them at a demonstration at Subic Bay 
recently, the newest recruits were very excited to be 
part of something worthwhile and with a sense of purpose.

Carefully developed courses for boys and girls eight 
years of age and older teach basic water safety and life 
saving techniques. It is hoped that when older these 
‘Anak ng Tubig’ (Children of the Water) will become 
fully fl edged Life Guards, trained to read the hidden 
dangers of the oceans and inland waterways as well as 
learning about public relations. Training of these young 
and enthusiastic juniors is in accordance with the rules 
of the coast guard and all training and certifi cation of 
life guards is supervised by the Philippine Coast Guard, 
the controlling body of life guards in the Philippines.

Competition between clubs is strongly encouraged in 
the world of life saving as competitors and offi cials can 
measure their performance, both as individuals and as 
part of a team, against the best Life Guards from other 
provinces. All the hard work and dedication of Roger 
Bound, and the initiatives undertaken by the Zambales 
Resort Owners Association, were again rewarded last 
September when they competed in the 2014 Great 
Titan National Lifesaving Championships, with both 
teams from Zambales gaining fi rst and second places. 
They were also placed fi rst and fourth in the 2012 
event, as well as being the 2013 and 2014 champions 
of the Cebu Lifeguard Rescue Challenge. 
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The result of the challenge was:

First Place:  Zambales Team North 497 pts
Second Place: Zambales Team South 490 pts
Third Place: Team Pana-ad Bacolod 451 pts
Fourth Place: John B. Lacson Colleges 421 pts
Fifth Place: Mindanao Pirates 394 pts
Sixth Place: West Negros University 352 pts
Seventh Place: Santa Fe #1 170 pts
Eighth Place: Santa Fe #2 36 pts
Ninth Place: Cebu Team 33 pts

The organizers of Zambales Lifesaving held the fi rst 
Zambales “Friendlies” Lifesaving Competition on
December 13, 2014. Supported by Standard Insurance 
Co. Inc., and the Crystal Beach Resort, this competition 
for teams of two was devised to bring the province’s 
life guards closer together. With Zambales having a 
coast line of some 173 km, many of their life guards 
hadn’t previously met their compatriots from further 
afi eld to meet, trade ideas, training methods and to 
discuss problems that may occur in particular areas.
The event was a great success with the following results:

Open Division

First Place: Eduardo (Jayar) Romanban Jr. &   
 Mark Anthony (Ton Ton) Jezera
Second Place: R.J. Lemon & Mark Anthony   
 Amanonce
Third Place: Miguel Maquio III & Adonis Belecino

Junior Division

First Place: Sylvern Bound & Lovely Floresca
Second Place: Elton John Dullas & Kyla Ednalan

For further information on Zambales Lifesaving call 
Roger Bound on + 63 918 922 2863. 
Email: slszambales@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.zambalessurfl ifesaving.com 
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he Philippine province of Zambales is one of 
those special places that pretty much has it 

all – untainted forest landscapes, the Sierra Madre 
mountain range, communities that adhere to a traditional 
lifestyle and around 190km of unsullied beach. Plus 
a whole bunch of cool islands and shoals for day 
trips, quiet camping sojourns and some of the best 
watersports in the Philippines. No matter which of 
the Philippine provinces you choose to visit there is 
always a beach or a lake somewhere where you can 
enjoy watersports. In Zambales there are beaches 
with wreck dives, snorkeling and even beaches lined 
with pine-trees such as those in San Antonio. 

San Antonio is where you’ll fi nd the coastal town of 
Pundaquit, the jump-off point to Anawangin Cove 
and Nagsasa Cove. The mountains, pine trees, and 
rivers here seem a landscape more apt for Colorado – 

except they’re by a beach! This unique scenery has 
made the coves a favorite spot among photographers: 
however, with mobile phones and tablets so ubiquitous 
these days almost everyone is a photographer. And 
because these are coves, the water is calm because 
of the headlands and the shores gently slope to 
deeper water, making them great for young children 
and inexperienced swimmers. Pundaquit is also one 
of the top surfi ng beaches in the Philippines with 
many surfi ng competitions being held here.

Many resorts and bars with a good range of facilities 
can be found in and around Pundaquit. One of the 
best is Nora’s Beach Resort, a well appointed haven 
with excellent accommodation at affordable rates. 
One of the busiest bars in the area is Double Suds, 
but it’s rarely crowded. The atmosphere is warm and 
friendly and it’s the most popular meeting spot for 

It is a bit of 
an adventure 
getting there 
but an ad-
venture worth 
every minute 
as once you 
arrive you’ll 
be subject 
to majestic 
views and cool 
springs in a 
back to nature 
adventure.

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited T  
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Surfi ng in Pundaquit Beach
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S Boat waiting to ferry visitors to 
Capones Island 
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tourists as well as many of the resident expats who 
live in the area. At Double Suds you can relax with 
a cold beer, and enjoy a game of pool: or satisfy 
those hunger pangs with a favorite from the array 
of mouthwatering International and Filipino dishes 
from the CMC Bar and Grill. The nipa hut accommodation 
on offer is well set-up and isn’t expensive. Another 
popular hangout in the area is the Dogs Off-Shore 
Bar. 

Right across from Pundaquit are Camara Island and 
Capones Island. Though both islands are around 30 
minutes by boat from Pundaquit, Capones gets more 
attention because it’s bigger and offers more activities. 
You can surf, sunbathe, have a picnic, explore the 
different sides of the island, or hike up to the Faro 
de Punta Capones Lighthouse. This lighthouse was 
fi rst lit on August 1, 1890 and still guides international 
ships coming from the north or northwest towards 
Subic Bay or to the Corregidor Island Lighthouse at 
the entrance of Manila Bay. The original lamp and 
lantern were replaced some time ago with modern 
solar-powered lighthouse-lights as part of the Maritime 
Safety Improvement of the Philippine Coast Guard. 

Among the three coves in San Antonio,  Anawangin 
probably outranks Nagsasa and Silanguin in terms of pop-
ularity. Due to the famous destination’s proximity to the 

Campers under the pine trees at Anawangin

Anawangin Cove
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jump-off point in the coastal barangay of Pundaquit, 
travelers can enjoy the ultimate outdoor experience 
without the hassle of embarking on arduous journeys. 
Day trips to this beach are a great experience while 
an overnight camping trip gives visitors a glimpse of 
the diverse travelers who come to Anawangin Cove. 
Traversing the rugged coastline of San Antonio from 
Pundaquit to Anawangin is a relaxed 45 minute journey 
by road. 

Faro de Punta Capones Lighthouse
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San Narciso town plaza

For the adventurous, there are campsites at either 
end of the beach and on arrival you can pitch your 
tent wherever best suits your spirit — in a cool 
shaded spot, under the stars, in the forest, or by the 
beach; its your tent, your call, just pitch your tent 
and enjoy the cove to the fullest. Anawangin Cove 
is equipped with basic amenities like open cottages, 
water sources and a toilet block. There’s a 24-hour 
store selling canned goods, bottled water and daily 
necessities etc., all a little above the regular cost and 
it beats hauling this stuff in yourself. On the rocky 
end of the shoreline lies a pass leads up a hill where 
a majestic vista of Anawangin Cove, the sprawling 
Zambales Mountains and the vast West Philippine 
Sea will hold you in awe.
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Zambales faces the West Philippine Sea, so surfers 
can expect to get stoked here, especially in San Narciso 
and San Felipe. These beachside towns don’t have 
a shortage of resorts, but The Circle Hostel in San 
Felipe is the hot new thing. It’s stripped down to the 
bare minimum (think three-level bunk beds and no 
air-conditioning), but hey, you can paint art on the 
wall, try slacklining (tightrope walking), or join the 
weekly yoga classes. 

There is the Crystal Beach resort here that is into 
surfi ng and just past this resort  we had the pleasure 
of seeing one of the fi nest resorts I have been to in 
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Kidz Pool Mountain Resort

a long time: the Sabina Resort has it all; a relaxed 
atmosphere with down to earth accommodation for 
the budget minded traveler who likes value for mon-
ey and with many different watersports activities, all 
together in a relaxed tropical setting. It’s the type of 
place that makes you want to stay forever, so when 
in Zambales a stay in the Sabina resort is one not to 
be missed.

Heading further north is the town of Masinloc, a 
coastal town between the Zambales Mountain in the 
east and the South China Sea to the west. One of 
the main attractions in Mansiloc is the Coto Mines 
and the Kidz Pool Mountain Resort. It is a bit of 
an adventure getting there but an adventure worth 
every minute as once you arrive you’ll be subject to 
majestic views and cool springs in a back to nature 
adventure. Coto Mine has the world’s largest deposit 
of refractory — a substance especially resistant to 
heat and corrosion widely used in industry. 

Advertise your water sports events in the  Active Events Directory for FREE. 
Contact Active Boating & Watersports for details.

Call: 02 551 4587 • +63 947 112 7657   E-Mail: info@activeboatingwatersports.com 

EVENTS DIRECTORY
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Deer farm

A local transport company runs a commuter service 
along the 27km of winding road that links Barangay 
Baloganon, about 3km from the main highway, to 
the camp site at Coto. The journey from Baloganon 
takes more than an hour before you reach the Kidz 
swimming pools at Coto Mines on the edge of the 
forest.

The next main town we come to in the adventure 
province of Zambales is Botolan. Just a few kilometers 
from the provincial capital of Iba, Botolan offers the 
visitor quite a variety with the deer farm, waterfalls 
and turtle colony. Located on the Zambales coast, 
Botolan is a haven for avid beachgoers and watersports 
fans. Resorts like the Rama Beach Resort spoil travelers 
with well-appointed accommodation in a relaxed 
tropical setting. The restaurant offers a wide and 
varied menu to suit most palates, there’s a swimming 
pool and a beach, the like of which you usually only 
see on postcards. 
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www.trevallyboats.com

CHOICE
THE
EDUCATED
BUILT FOR THE UNCOMPROMISING MARINER

CONTACT US AT: 
INFO@TREVALLYBOATS.COM
+639175255002

With boats 16feet to 33feet you have options ranging from inshore utility craft all the way to 
Blue water Deep-V power boats that can take you to any of our far flung Philippine Islands. 
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Hikers on the way 
to the crater

A few hundred meters past Rama is the delightful 
Westcoast Resort, ideal for the budget conscious 
with comfortable air-conditioned rooms at affordable 
rates. Botolan has an advanced turtle conservation 
program to protect these ancient and fascinating 
creatures from predators, some of which are humans. 
The conservation project was started by the original 
owner of Rama, Mr. Roger Bound, and it is pleasing 
to note that the new owners are continuing his good 
work. Botolan is also the home town of Mt Pinatubo. 

Mt. Pinatubo with the 
crater lake formed
after the eruption
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Mount Pinatubo, a 1,760-m volcano, erupted in 
1991 after being dormant for 600 years. From June 
12 to June 16, 1991, the volcano erupted four times, 
spewing more than 20 million tons of debris into the 
stratosphere. The accompanying thick volcanic mud-
fl ow, or lahar, killed 800 people, made about 50,000 
people homeless, affected 87,000 hectares of rice 
paddies and farmland, and destroyed numerous fi sh-
ponds, river valleys, bridges, and villages. Another 
eruption in 1992 again caused widespread devastation. 

Boating at the crater lake
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The waterfalls at the foot of Mount Botolan near the 
town of Binoclutan are worth visiting even though it 
is a hike of about 2 km from the National Highway.

Botolan is also the home of Zambales Surf Life Saving. 
Training youngsters from the age of eight, a very 
successful training program has built up over the 
years which has resulted in the two Zambales teams 
consistently winning challenge events against teams 
from other provinces. 

Zambales Surf Life Saving training youngsters
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22 - 23 August 2015

3rd 

“Come Share the Glamor at Indonesia’s Only Yacht and Luxury Lifestyle Event!”

www.indoyachtshow.com

Batavia Sunda Kelapa Marina
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Mount Tapulao, (also known as High Peak), is the 
tallest mountain in the Zambales Mountain range. 
The peak, rising to an elevation of 2,037m, is located 
in the municipality of Palauig, Zambales. Its name 
is derived from the abundance of Sumatran Pine 
trees in the area, known in the local Zambal dialect as 
tapulao. Because of the colder climate on its summit, 
similar to that found in Baguio City, it has become an
attraction for many local and foreign mountaineering 
groups and tourists. The Municipal Tourism Authority 
of the Palauig Municipal Government also promotes 
the Magalawa Island Resort and famous beach
resorts along the coastal Barangay of Locloc.

Iba

Iba is the capital municipality of the province of 
Zambales, with tourism being one of the major 
economic activities during the long summers. It is 
a popular destination for holidaymakers and tourists 
because of the beautiful, pristine beaches that 
span the Iba shoreline and adventure trekking to 
the unique tri-series of waterfalls. Its pollution-free 
beaches are largely due to the absence of major
industrial activity in the region making it one of the 
cleanest areas in the Philippines. 
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Iba, capital of Zambales
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The main agricultural crop in Iba, 
and through Zambales in general, is 
mangoes. Each year the Zambales 
Mango Festival is held to celebrate 
another bountiful harvest of this 
most succulent of fruits, as well 
as other locally grown agricultural 
products. The festival also highlights 
the attractions and places of
interest in all the provincial towns. 
As a way of promoting, and giving 
thanks for an abundant harvest, 
the people of Zambales annually 
celebrate the six-day Mango Festival 
in March or April.

In response to the growing number 
of local and international visitors, 
investments in beach resorts have 
increased in the last 15 years. Today 
there are about 50 beach resorts 
in Iba. 

There are many resorts along the 
beach front like the Monte Carlo, 
a beautifully appointed resort 
that has it all with clean, spacious
air-conditioned rooms, Wi-Fi 
(most places have Wi-Fi now) and 
friendly staff. And it is right on 

Participants at the annual Mango Festival
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Binoclutan Waterfalls the beach with beautiful sparkling waters to spoil 
you. A few kilometers further on there are resorts 
such as the Palmera, with its homely atmosphere, 
friendly staff to make your stay a happy one, unspoilt 
clean sandy beaches, or the Sajorda River Park. One 
of the biggest I encountered was Bakasyunan Beach
Resort, which has everything from its swimming 
pools with water slides, restaurants, good beaches, 
villas and rooms for all size families, even a mini golf 
course. But the cream of the resorts is the newly
constructed Tanyaw Beach Resort at Barangay Lawak 
Amungan, Iba. The owners have gone all out to
provide superb accommodation and facilities right 
on the unspoiled waters of the beach at their back 
gate. Enjoy a refreshing swim, or simply relax on 
the upper deck lounge overlooking the beach with 
a cold beer — or the ladies may prefer a chilled, crisp 
margarita. Whatever your requirements Tanyaw will
assist you. Needless to say whatever your tastes there 
is a resort in Iba you will fi nd appealing: each one 
has something different to offer, but they do have in 
common friendly service and a desire to make your 
stay a memorable one. 

Further north in Candelaria, you’ll fi nd Potipot Island. 
And the name is perfect as it’s a cute name for a 
cute island. In fact, the island is tiny enough to walk 
around in less than an hour. The beige sand is like 

Banana boat ride



6565BOATING&
WATERSPORTS WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATING
WATERSPORTS

BOATINGBOATINGBOATING

powder and it’s just perfect for sunbathing. Sun too 
harsh? Don’t worry, the large camachile tree provides 
ample shade. The boat ride is 400php return plus an 
additional 100pesos if you want the boat to circle 
the island, which is hardly necessary because you 
can easily walk around it. Entrance fee to the island 
is 100php and there is a further fee of 300php to 
stay overnight, but there’s no electricity or shops. So 
come prepared if staying overnight. The snorkeling on 
Potipot is good and you can hire everything you’ll 
need near the resorts in Candelaria before before 
hopping on the boat to the island. There are schools 
of multi-hued fi sh of various species near the shore 
so you won’t have to snorkel far. The Dawal and Isla 
Vista are two of the most active resorts in Candelaria. 
Dawal offers quality accommodation coupled with 
gracious service and is known for its comfort and 
value for money. The Isla Vista Beach Resort offers 
similar well-appointed facilities.

Pretty staff at Double Suds
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Familia caves in Sta CruzSta. Cruz 

A few km further north is the town of Sta Cruz, a 
fi rst class municipality located on the northern edge 
of the province of Zambales. The coastal waters and 
soothing beaches continue to be prominent in this 
land which promises so much. The Seasun resort is 
a little off the beaten track, but it is set in lush tropical
gardens fronting the beach. The atmosphere is 
relaxing, the rooms are clean and comfortable and it 
comes with hot water and air-conditioning. Seasun 
is a place where you will enjoy your stay immensely. 
Just be aware the sign saying ‘1km to resort’ is wrong 
— don’t think you have missed it after driving a very, 
very long kilometer. Keep going you can’t miss it, its 
right at the end of the road at the entrance to the 
beach. If travelling from Manila and wish to stopover 
for a day or two in Subic Bay then try Vascoes Resort 
and Museum, right on the water, Vascoes has fi rst 
class accommodation, a menu to please the most 
discerning palate and tons of atmosphere. A stay 
here is sure to be recorded in your memory forever. 
For the budget minded, the Gum Leaves on the National 
Highway at Barretto, is as good as it gets with clean 
comfortable rooms, great menu with the best pizza 
in town and a bar with live music.

With pine-tree-lined beaches, clear, pristine, waters, 
untainted forests, challenging waves, art and yoga 
by the beach — all just a few hours away from Manila, 
Zambales is not to be missed!
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MAP OF ZAMBALES
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HONG KONG TO 
SAN FERNANDO 

RACE 2015
SAN FERNANDO SAN FERNANDO 
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he San Fernando Race is a 480 nautical mile 
Category 1 Offshore Race from Hong Kong, 

China to San Fernando, Philippines. The 2015 race 
scheduled start will be in Victoria Harbour on Wednesday 
1st April with the warning signal at 1310hrs.

From its inauguration in 1977, when a group of sailing 
enthusiasts cruised down to San Fernando and raced 
back, this event has had a special place in the hearts of 
those who have taken part, not only for challenge of 
the offshore race itself but because they have enjoyed 
the warmth and camaraderie that surrounds it. It has 
also through the support of the children’s home in San 
Fernando been more than just a race.  

The Committee is very keen to encourage as many 
qualifying boats as possible to enter. There are plenty 
of preparations to make, and the committee and the 
race offi ce are eager to support with these preparations, 
especially for those skippers who wish to enter their 
boats for the fi rst time and who may be unfamiliar with 
the requirements. The current entry list as of 
February stands at 23 they are: 

The Committee 
is very keen to 
encourage as 
many 
qualifying 
boats as 
possible to 
enter.

Words by 
BARRY 
DAWSON
Photos by 
GUY NOWELLT   



Boat Name Sail No. Owner / Person in Charge Boat Type TCC
Allegro HKG 2366 Thomas Wiesinger  Oceanis 40 0.991
Ambush HKG 2388 Joachim Isler / Drew Taylor Mills 41 TBA
Antipodes GBR 2888L Geoff Hill Smith Custom 72 1.390
Avant Garde HKG 2047 Joshua Cole / C Y Seah A40RC 1.092
Aya HKG 2117 Philippe Cotillon Pogo 10.50 TBA
Clove Hitch HKG 2211 Alex C.L. Yu Bavaria 55 1.121
Crystal HKG 2118 Bernd Hanemann Beneteau 44.7 1.108
Ex Libris HKG 2173 Eric Doguet Xc38 1.005
Darling HKG2107 Dean Chisholm Hanse 400 TBA
Dearg Doom HKG 2116 Kevin Greene Bavaria 39c 1.008
Explorer HKG 2289 Anthony Day Xc50 1.087
FreeFire HKG 2283 Sam Chan TP52 TBA
Jarrah HKG 2287 Matthew Johnson Salona 42 1.096
MACH2 HKG 2012 Raphael Blot Banuls 60 CAT HKPN
Moonblue 2 CAY 8888 Peter Churchouse Warwick Custom 1.224
Ragamuffi n 90 IVB 8888 Syd Fischer / David Witt Custom 90 1.722
Redeye HKG 280 Paul Leese/ David Mitchell J145-C 1.157
Sea Monkey HKG 2360 Emmanuel Pitsilis Sense 50 1.106
Sell Side Dream HKG 2298 Simon Powell A40RC 1.095
Vega HKG 2335 Li Chi Kin Jeanneau SO 36i TBA
Whiskey Jack HKG 2102 Nick Southward J-109 1.031
Wonderwall HKG 1401 David Harari Beneteau Oceanis 45 1.084
Xena HKG 2260 Peter Forsythe / Jing Lee X-55 1.209

We are looking forward to challenging competition on the water and a few celebratory beers 
on the beach in San Fernando…..come and join us for fun action and true adventure. For full 
updated information go to http://www.rhkyc.org.hk/sanfernandorace.aspx . 
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The wind 
strength and 
direction will 
determine 
the way in 
which your 
spinnaker 
is set and 
played. 

Disaster as 
spinnaker tears

Trimming the spinnaker

The three main factors that affect the set of the
spinnaker are the sheet tension and the height and 
fore and aft position of the spinnaker pole. If you 
set the clews of the spinnaker at roughly the same 
height you will achieve a symmetrical set to the sail. 
You can only alter the height of the clew attached to 
the pole. This is done by adjusting the pole height 
using the uphaul and downhaul system, and by sliding 
the track on the mast, if your boat has one. Try to 
keep the pole horizontal at all times, as this helps to 
keep the sail as far out from the boat as possible.

You will fi nd that the sail drops if the wind does, and 
you will have to lower the pole to keep the two clews 
level. As the wind increases, the sail will rise and you 
should adjust the pole height accordingly. Once you 
are satisfi ed with the pole height, you can tighten 

the downhaul to prevent the spinnaker from lifting 
the pole any higher. On small cruisers the uphaul 
and downhaul are usually fi xed to the middle of the 
pole, but in larger boats they are often attached to 
the outboard end. In the latter types of system, the 
downhaul will lead from the pole end to a point near 
the bow, and acts as foreguy as well as a downhaul. 
You will have to adjust it whenever you alter the pole 
position with the guy. The angle of the pole fore 
and aft is adjusted by the guy. In general, the pole 
should be kept at right angles to the apparent wind, 
as shown by the burgee.

Once you are satisfi ed that the pole is correctly
positioned you can cleat the guy and simply use the 
sheet to make any fi ne adjustments. However, if it is 
diffi cult to keep the spinnaker fi lled you may need 
to let the pole forward a little. If you have an expert 
crew, they can play the sheet continuously to get the 
best possible set. If not, you may be advised to fi ll 
the sail, cleat and sheet and use your own skills as a 
helmsman to prevent the spinnaker from collapsing. The 
wind strength and direction will determine the way 
in which your spinnaker is set and played. In all but 
light winds you may need to put someone to work at 
winching in the sheet, while another crew member 
tails on the sheet and watches the spinnaker. In Light 
winds, and with moderate size cruising spinnakers, 
the winch handle won’t be necessary. Although most 
spinnakers can be carried when the wind is forward 
of the beam, the majority of cruiser skippers will fi nd 
it better to drop the spinnaker on beam reaches and 
change to a large genoa.

Dip-pole gybe

This method is the most commonly used in medium 
to large sized cruising boats, as it allows you to keep 
reasonable control of the spinnaker. However, you 
should only use it if two guys and two sheets are 
rigged. With a single guy and sheet you should use 
the end for end gybe, below.

To carry out a dip pole gybe, the helmsman steers 
onto a run. The spinnaker is trimmed for this point 
of sailing and the sheet and guy are cleated. A crew 

You’ve always been interested to sail, but you know little about boat parts, the confusing technobabble, 
and what little you know is making your head spin in four different directions! Worry no more. This 

continuing series of articles is for you: it will cover tips regarding hardware present on most boats, as well as 
common sailing techniques, terms and defi nitions, the names of the different pieces of hardware, and much 
more. This will keep you informed about most things you will need before you begin your own sailing excursion. 
Be sure to consult with an experienced sailor and someone knowledgeable about boats.  

Article
 excerpts

 reprinted 
from 

the book 
CRUISER 

HANDLING
by BOB BOND 

& STEVE 
SLEIGHT

SPINNAKERS Part 2
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member goes forward, taking a loose bight of the 
lazy guy with him. Using the piston release line at 
the mast end of the pole, he detaches the pole from 
the working guy and moves forward to the pulpit. 
Another crew member in the cockpit, or the helms-
man (if shorthanded) eases out the uphaul and pulls 
in the downhaul so that the pole end dips down, 
and it can be swung forward to the bow of the boat. 
The forward crew member may have to raise the pole 
on the mast to allow the outboard end of the pole 
to clear the forestay. If an inner forestay is rigged it 
will have to be unclipped if possible; failing that an 
end-for-end-gybe must be used. The forward crew 
member guides the pole past the forestay to the new 
side and clips the new working guy onto the pole 
end. The cockpit crew hauls on the uphaul to raise 
the pole and winches on the new working guy to 
move the pole aft, into its correct setting position. 
The helmsman should gybe the mainsail once the 
spinnaker has been gybed; once he has done so, the 
spinnaker guy and the new working sheet are used 
to trim the sail for the new course. The old guy and 
sheet, now the lazy guy and sheet are left slack.

End-for-end gybe

If your boat has a simple spinnaker system with only 
one sheet and guy, and with the uphaul/downhaul 
fi tted into the center of the spinnaker pole, you 
should use an end-for-end-gybe. The helmsman 
puts the boat into a run, the sail is trimmed and the 
sheet and guy cleated. A crew member then releases 
the pole from the guy using the piston release line, 
and detaches the pole from the mast. The inboard 
end of the pole is then moved across the boat, and 
attached to the new guy (formerly the working 
sheet).  The pole is pushed out on the new side and 
re-attached to the mast. Meanwhile the helmsman 
gybes the mainsail. The spinnaker is trimmed to suit 
the new course. 

Beware of attempting this type of gybe in anything 
greater than light or moderate winds. Because the 
sail is not fi xed to the pole for part of the operation, 
you run the risk that it may get out of control. You 
will either have to lower the spinnaker, gybe and 
hoist it again, or change the spinnaker for a poled-
out genoa. 

Even Racing Crews 
make mistakes, a 
tangle caused by 
incorrect handling 
during a gybe. The 
crew must react 
fast to sort out the 
problem before the 
spinnaker tears

Pull down slowly 
until curl disappears

The pole angle is adjusted to suit 
the new course by trimming the 
guy.

The mainsail is gybed and the 
pole raised to the spinnaker clew.

The pole is tripped from the guy 
and lowered to the foredeck.

The pole, with the new guy 
clipped on, is passed inside the 
forestay.

The spinnaker sheet 
trimmer has succeeded 
in getting the sail to set 
perfectly by keeping 
the luff on the point of 
curling

To get a perfect set to 
the spinnaker, ease 
the sheet until the luff 
begins to curl

Trying to right 
twisted spinnaker 
before it tears

To succeed you must 
keep the clews level, 
adjusting the pole 
height if necessary.
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Looc Bay 
Location 12° 15’ 
N 121°58’ E. 
This bay is 
considered one 
of the best 
harbors of 
refuge in the 
Archipelago, 
and the only 
sheltered 
anchorage on 
the West Coast 
of Tablas during 
the SW Monsoon.

MMooring and Typhoon Bolt Holes infor-
mation can be somewhat limited to the 

smaller cruising yachts in the Philippines. So with the 
invaluable help of NAMRIA (National Mapping and Re-
source Information Authority), Marinas and Yacht Clubs 
throughout the Philippines. This series is being prepared 
with the cruising and sailing yachtsman in mind but will 
also be of invaluable use to the power boat yachtsman 
as well, this series was decided after discovering that 
local knowledge gained by a yachtsman was not being 
recorded and shared with other yachtsman. 

Pilot Books are usually prepared with large container 
and passenger ships in mind, and even though there 
is some useful information for yachtsmen their scope 
is limited, so this guide is aimed at supplementing and 
sometimes representing these offi cial books.

We aim to make the information contained here-in as 
accurate as possible, but can only go on information 
given to us by the Yacht Clubs and NAMRIA. So with 
this in mind we cannot be held responsible if there 
are any inaccuracies. But if you read any information 
contained here-in you know to be inaccurate please 
inform us immediately at info@activeboatingwater-
sports.com. Also if you have information you feel will 
be of use to other yachtsmen please tell us. 

Words by 
BARRY 

DAWSON
Photographs 

as credited
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Puerto Galera, Romblon and Looc, Tablas1
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In this fi rst of the series we are showing the major bolt 
holes (Typhoon Anchorages) Puerto Galera, Romblon 
and Looc, Tablas.

NOTE: SPECIAL PERMITS ARE REQUIRED FOR PUERTO 
GALERA - EXCELLENT TYPHOON ANCHORAGE.
Location: 13°31’ N    120°57’ E Approaches - North 
West Channel best on course of 125°30’ sighting on 
two beacons. North Channel also alright in daylight, 
but some-times rougher waters outside in Verde Island 
Passage. Dangers - Extreme care must be taken to skirt 
round the reefs, especially from the North Channel - 
see chart .Tides and Currents - negligible, except in 
the channels during tide changes. Anchorages - main 
anchorage near Puerto Gal-era itself, using a bow and 
stern anchor as coast guard do not like free swinging 
moorings due to size limitations. Supplies and Facilities 
- Ice, Fuel, Hardware, Beer, soft-drinks, fresh food, LPG, 
bread, etc. are available from general stores bakeries, 
markets, etc. Hotels, restaurants and cottages available 
as this is now a popular tourist area, with some good 
beaches. Inside the Port, the area comes under environ-

mental protection. 

Philippine Immigration and
Customs rules are administered 
by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. For skipper and crew of 
sailing and cruising yachts 
visiting the Philippines it is
possible to obtain a visitor’s visa 
in advance of travel from the 

Typhoon anchorages

nearest Philippine Embassy or Consular Services offi ce 
in your country of departure. Visa requirements can be 
found at the Department of Foreign Affairs (“DFA”) 
website Visa Information.

Upon entry into the Philippines, from the West Pacifi c 
or the South China Sea, the crew of your yacht is
required to register immediately with the nearest
Philippine Coast Guard Station and submit the yacht/
sailboat to Customs, Immigration and Quarantine
inspections. There is a Customs offi cer stationed in 
Puerto Galera capable of achieving this objective. 
Watch this space for a comprehensive list of other 
offi ces where you can check-in.

If you have not applied for a visa in advance then
you must report immediately to the nearest Bureau of
Immigration office upon entering Philippine waters; a 21 day 
visa will usually be issued to holders of acceptable passports. BI 
offices around the country can be found on the BI website. 

Extensions of stay visa are offered for periods of an initial 
visa extension of 38 days (and in 59 day increments 
thereafter) for holders of acceptable passports and can 
be applied for at the nearest BI offi ce. The schedule of 
fees for VISA EXTENSION is given on the BI website. 

If life in the Philippines sounds too good (to many people 
it does) and you are considering to live here then you 
should take time out to fi nd out how and where to stay 
in the Philippines this information is available on www.
activeboatingwatersports.com
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The PGYC maintains 28 Visitor Moorings very close
to the southern end of Muelle Bay, close to the town.
If the visitor moorings are full when you arrive, safe
anchorage can be found within Boquete Bay or Dalaruan 
Bay, but please take great care when anchoring so as 
not to disturb the protected corals and the indigenous 
giant clams.

There is good anchorage at Puerto Galera Yacht Club. 
Details are available at www.pgyc.org                Phone: 
+63-43-287-3401 Mobile: +63 917-520-5874 or VHF 
marine channel 68. 

Romblon, on the NW side of Romblon Island, is entered 
between Sabang and Rosa Points, 0.75 mile NNE, and 
is divided into the N and S parts by Agbatan Point at 
the approximate position of latitude 12° 35’09,5” N 
and longitude 122° 16’ 00” E. The approaches to this 
port are deep and clear of dangers in the fairway. The 
shores of both indentations are fringed by a reef to a 
distance of 275 meters. Reefs project from Sabang SW 
at 730 Meters, from Agbatan 366 meters W, and from 
Rosas and Binagon approximately 183 meters N. The N 
anchorage is wider and well protected from all except SW 
winds. The S portion, though very confi ned and deep is 
the one generally used, which also afford good protection. 
The edges of the reef can usually be discerned by the 

discoloration of the water. The town of Romblon is
located near the SE shore of the S anchorage.

Romblon Yacht club has a number of moorings including 
one that is strong enough to be classed as a typhoon 
mooring. The co-ordinates of the Romblon Yacht Club 
swinging moorings are RYC 1 Latitude 12° 35’466”N, 
Longitude 122° 16’356”E. RYC 2 Latitude 12° 35’ 
405”N Longitude 122° 16’ 403”E. RYC 3, 4, 5 Latitude 
12° 35’ 406” N, Longitude 122° 16’ 408” E. RYC 6 Latitude 
12° 34’ 821 N Longitude 122° 15’ 851 E. RYC 7 Latitude 
12° 43’ 783” N Longitude 122° 15’ 864 E. RYC 8 Latitude 
12° 34’ 822 N Longitude 122° 15’ 824 E. Moorings 3, 4 
and 5 have both power and water.

Looc Bay Location 12° 15’ N 121°58’ E. This bay is
considered one of the best harbors of refuge in the 
Archipelago, and the only sheltered anchorage on the 
West Coast of Tablas during the SW Monsoon. However, 
it must be entered with care, between Cauit and Agoho 
Points. Entry to the bay by steering 091° to Agoho Point 
until Mount Lumas and church cross in Looc is present, 
then alter course to 055° leading through the entrance. 
Cauit Point the north entrance point is low and bordered 
by mangroves. Approximately half a mile N of the point 
are two conical hills with elevations of 50 to 62 meters. 
Cauit Point is fringed by a reef partly bare at low water 
and extends about half a mile into the entrance to the 
bay. Agoho Point the south entrance is 27 meters high 
with black buffs and mangroves at the shoreline. It is 
surrounded by a reef extending 225 meters north, leaving 
a deep channel about 750 meters wide between this reef 
and the reef extending S from Cauit Point.

Looc Reef approximately 730 meters in extent above 2 
feet during low tide and surrounded by water, about 0.8 
of a mile of the entrance to the bay. It is rather steep-to 
and divides the inner entrance into two deep channels. 
A school house at Looc, can be seen bearing 055° leads 
you well north of the reef and Cauit Point, bearing 326°, 
and the same schoolhouse bearing 015° leads well W 
and E, respectively of it. A light is shown at the N part 
of the reef. The Looc Reef Light 12° 14’ 51” N. 121° 
58’ 50” E fl ashing green every 5 seconds is mounted on 
a white concrete tower 14.02 meters above mean high 
water mark, built on the N edge of Looc Reef is visible 
from 7 miles over an arc of 65° from 062° to 127°.

Vessels from the N approaching Looc Bay should pass 
about 0.4 miles W of Guinawayan Point, bring the 6.1 
meters rock, the one on the reef SSW of Agoho Point, 
to bear 147° and steer for it. This is sometimes hard to 
pick up due to the dark background of the mangroves. 
When Agoho Point bears 091°, steer for it until the 474 
meter summit of Mount Lumas 3 miles into the interior, 
bears 055°, steer in on this bearing which leads through 
the middle of the channel in 25 fathoms of water. When 
Cauit Point bears 331° the vessel may be hauled S with 
the point astern for the recommended anchorage off the 
town, vessels should hold the 055° course until Cauit 
Point bears 294° and then steer 144°, anchoring in 11 
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ost Foreigners are granted an initial 
stay for thirty (30) days on arrival in 

the Philippines. In order to extend their stay, for-
eign nationals must fi rst apply for a visa waiver 
which grants them an additional stay for twenty-
nine (29) days. After that, he/she can apply for an
extension for either one (1) month, two (2) months, 
or six (6) months.

The Requirements for visa extensions are:
- Valid Passport
- Complete Visa Extension Form
- Three (3) pieces of 2x2 current photo
- Filipino references (must be accredited by the 
Bureau of Immigration)

Visitors that stay beyond 59 days are required to 
purchase and carry an Alien Certifi cate of Registration 
(ACR Card) or I-card. This identifi cation card carries 
the biometric data and identifi es the holder’s data 
of entry, photo, and status. It is renewed annually 
but can be used on re-entry and is automatically
updated each time it is used.

Although not expensive nor diffi cult, applying 
for an extension and such can be time consuming 
and frustrating.

Overstay happens frequently and penalties apply 
to each month of overstay. It is a complicated process 
to calculate the exact fees for overstaying, since 
it would depend on the day when your application 
was processed and who processed it. It is often better 
to engage the services of an accredited visa-
assistance agency to fi nd out the best advices
to upgrade your status. Also, foreigners are not
allowed to leave the country until their visa status 
is up to date.

It is recommended to fi le your extension application 
seven (7) days before the expiration of your
Temporary Visitor’s visa. We recommend using an 
accredited visa service who will simplify the process 
for a minimal fee.

When choosing a visa agent be sure of their
accreditation. There are a number of Australian 
owned, accredited agencies in the Philippines, like 
Philippine Visa Services. Accredited agencies will 
give you top service and value for money, and are 
there to assist in every way possible. 

Applying for a Visa
M
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fathoms with sand and mud bottom, when the Looc 
Reef Light bears 214°, or closer in, if desired. Vessels 
from the S should bring Agoho Point to bear 091° when 
about 1 mile distant, and steer for it, when Mount Lumas 
bears 055°, it should be steered for, and the previous
directions followed. From Agoho Point the coast trends 
S, with a curve E for 3 miles to Tuctuc Point, and consists 
of sand and mangroves, changing to rocky cliffs at Tuctuc 
Point. The bight between the points is fringed by a reef 
550 meters wide, with the rock on it. This coast is best 
passed on a 001° and opposite course, giving Tuctuc 
Point a berth of about half a mile.

Tuctuc Point, the westernmost point S of Looc Bat
terminates in a dark rock 35 meters high, which is shaped 
like a sugar loaf, it is clear and steep-to. From Tuctuc 
Point to Capid Point, approximately 2 miles S, the points 
are high cliffs, with sandy beaches in the bights. The 
shore reef extends about 183 meters offshore and is 
steep-to at its outer edge.

Capid Point lies 2 miles SSE of Tuctuc Point and at68 
meters high is easily seen at night when in profi le, It is 
a narrow reef, outside of which a bank of sand with a 
depth of 17 fathoms extends S for about 0.8 miles.

Between Capid Point and Tipolo Point, a distance of 
about 1.4 miles SE is and indentation of the coast 1 mile 
to NE. At the head or inner shore of this inlet is the Town 
of Santa Fe. From Canyayo Point to Cabalian Point, 4 
miles SSE, the depths are very irregular for up to 1 mile 
from shore. The shores are mangrove from Capid Point, 
with low rocks and boulders at all points. Santa Fe is 
at the head of the inlet 1.8 miles E of Capid Point. The
anchorage area is inside the inlet entrance in 14 fathoms, 
mud bottom, with Canyayo and Capid Points in range 
bearing 065° and a large black tree on a hill at the head 
of the bight bearing 046°, the latter is a convenient way 
to enter and at this anchorage there is approximately 
183 meters swinging room.

The currents on the west coast of Tablas Island are
almost wholly tidal and fl ood N, following the general
direction of the shore, with a strength of half a knot. 
Running very deep, they cause tide rips at abrupt 
changes in depth. Much disturbed water is seen off
Bagulayac Point. The tidal currents at fl ood, are
governed by the current which enters the Sulu Sea 
through Mindoro Strait and comes NE through Tablas 
Strait are found fl owing NE past the N point of Tablas, 
where they are joined by the current which, coming 
through the passes between Tablas and Panay, fl ows N 
through Romblon Pass. Similarly, the ebb, running SW, 
divides on Gorda Point, one stream going S on each side 
of Tablas Island.

This series is being compiled with in invaluable help of 
NAMRIA. Active Boating and Watersports express their 
sincere thanks for charts and tidal information supplied. 

To purchase charts in both printed and electronic 
media contact NAMRIA Head Offi ce Lawton Avenue 
Fort Bonifacio Taguig City +632-810-4831 to 41 or 
Branch Offi ce at 421 Barraca Street San Nicholas 
Manila. +632-241-3494 to 98. www.namria.gov.ph 
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